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Toan bé sw song deu la ting phdm ciia Thién Chita, hay ciing cé thé néi la
mot dan hué. Sw song chinh la mét phén trong cong trinh tgo dung cia Thién
Chiia. Piéu nay cang ding ho’n véi sw song con ngwoi, ¢ bt ky giai doan
nao trong tién trinh sw song.”

DAN NHAP:

T6i mudn khoi dau bai viét nay bang viéc khao sat
va danh gia vé cdc khdm phé trong nhimng thap
nién gan day dbi véi nganh phoi hoc, lién quan
dén thoi diém khoi dau sy séng con nguoi, véi
nhitng thong tin cdp nhat va voi nhitng kham pha
moi cia nganh y-sinh hoc (Biomedical) cling
nhu trong 1anh vuc dao dirc sinh hoc (Bioethics),
ma hién nay dang nim giir mot vai trd quan trong
trong viéc thim dinh va luong xét cac gia tri luan ly va trach nhiém dbi véi viée ton
trong va bao vé sy sdng con ngudi, nhat 1a khi sy song con trong tring nudc va vo
phuong tu bao vé cho chinh minh, t6i c6 ¥ am chi dén cac phdi. Vi du nhu viée dung
phéi nguodi trong cac cudce thir—nghiém, hay nghién ctru, ti du nhu viéc nhan ban vo
tinh (Cloning)' dwogc st dung nhu phuwong phap tri-liéu (Therapeutic cloning)” cho

' Tir Clone hodc Cloning, theo nhu nhitng gi ma t6i da khao sat thi trong khoang thap nién tir
2000-2010, trong tiéng Viét chua c6 mot sy théng nhét vé cach thirc dién giai. Theo mot s6 ban van
bang tiéng Viét thi dugc dich 1a: 1) Sinh san vo tinh hay san sinh dong v6 tinh, tao sinh v tinh; 2)
Nhan ban nguoi, nhan ban vo tinh (do linh myc Nguyén Hong Gido dé nghi — xem “Nhan Ban
Nguoi va van dé dao dire,” Dan Chiia Uc Chéu, s6 92, thang 6 nam 2002, trang 78 va 80), d6i khi tir
nay ciing dugc phong dich 1a phién ban. Xem Tir Pién Anh—Viét, trang 282, do Trung Tam Khoa
Hoc X4 Hoi va Nhan Van Qudc Gia Vién Ngon Ngit Hoc bién soan. Nha Xuat Ban Thanh Phé Sai
Gon, thang 6, nam 1993. Riéng Tu Pién Y Hoc Anh Viét (1996) do B.S. Bui Khanh Thuén soan
thao thi chi ghi: Clone — dong v6 tinh, hé vo tinh (trang 236). L& d6, qua tinh thyc khé dé co thé
chon mdt nghia nhét dinh mdi khi can dién dich tir “Clone hoac Cloning” bé'mg tiéng Anh. Do do,
t6i tam thoi st dung tir nay theo nghia nhan ban vé tinh.

% Therapeutic cloning, tam dich 1a “liéu phap diéu tri bang cach nhan ban vo tinh.” Ty du viéc
nhan ban phoi nguoi bang phwong phap tao sinh vo tinh, sau d6 thau hoach cac té bao goc va dé
cho cac té bao nay phat trién thanh cac mo hay tang nao dé6. Roi dung cic md hay tang nay vao viéc
cdy ghép cho cac bénh nhan, véi muc dich nham dé diéu trj nhitng can bénh nan y. Xem bai viét cua
linh muc Tran Manh Hung, C.Ss.R., Té Bao Goc va Ung Dung Cua N6. Nguyét San Dan Chua Uc
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cac chimg bénh nan y. Hay viéc sur dung cac phoi dong lanh nham giap cho cac cap
vo chong hiém muon hodc vo sinh muon co con, bang phuong phap chuyén cay phoi.
Hién nay phuong phép thu tinh trong 6ng nghiém 1a cach théng thudng ma cac cip
vo chdng vo sinh hay sir dung néu ho muén c¢6 con.’

Muc dich ciia bai viét nay, trudc tién nham trinh bay quan diém thoi dai vé van
deé phoi thai ngudi. N6 s€ dugce chia lam 2 phan:

1. Ph?m thir nhat noi vé su phat trién ctia mam phoi (pre—embryo)
2. Phan thtr hai s€ dé cap dén phoi thai (embryo).

Phan con lai cta bai viét ndy s& tap trung vao viéc thao ludn va nhan dinh
nhitng gi lién quan dén cac gia trj luan 1y cua phoi va viéc tén trong phoi thai ngudi
(Human—embryo), dua trén nhitng khdm pha gin day nhat cia nganh phéi thai hoc
qua cac dir kién khoa hoc.

I. MAM PHOI VA CAC KHAM PHA MOI CUA KHOA HOQC

Hién nay, trén toan thé gid1, dac biét trong khoa sinh hoc va ca trong Gido Hoi Cong
Gido (gdom cac triét gia, than hoc gia, ludn 1y gia va ca mot sd vi dai dién hang Gido
Phém), da c6 nhitng cudc tranh ludn so61 ndi va ddi luc hoi néng bong vé thoi diém
khoi dau sy song con ngudi, vé ca thé tinh ciia con nguoi (Human individuality) va
vé chan tinh cta nhan vi.* Cho nén, trong tAm cta bai viét nay khong nham muc dich

Chau, sb 88, thang 01, nam 2002, trang 72—76.

Quy vi nao mudn tim hiéu sau xa hon vé Van dé nay, xin vui long tham khao bai viét: “K¥ thuat
moi v sinh san va y nghia vai tro lam cha me,” trong chuong 5 cua cubn sach Pao ditc sinh hoc va
nhitng thach dé hién nay (T.P Sai Gon: Nha xuit ban Phuong Pong, 2016).

* . There is no shortage of literature in regard to the question of the embryo as a human person. A
few of the relevant articles by scholars in the Catholic tradition are Dianne Nutwell Irving,
Philosophical and Scientific Analysis of the Nature of the Human Embryo, Ph.D. dissertation
(Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University, 1991); Benedict Ashley, O.P., “A Critique of the
Theory of Delayed Hominization,” in An Ethical Evaluation of Fetal Experimentation, eds. Donald
G. McCarthy and Albert S. Moraczewski, O.P. (St. Louis, MO: Pope John XXIII Center, 1976);
Benedict Ashley, O.P., “When Does a Human Person Begin to Exist?” Collected Essays (Naples,
FL: Ave Maria University Press, in press); J. Bracken, “Is the Early Embryo a Person?” Linacre
Quarterly 68.1 (February 2001): 49—70; Jason Eberl, “The Beginning of Personhood: A Thomistic
Biological Analysis,” Bioethics 14.2 (April 2000): 135-151; Kevin D. O’Rourke, “The Embryo as
Person?” National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly (2006): 241-251. N. Ford, When Did I Begin?
Conception of the Human Person in History, Philosophy, and Science (New York, Cambridge
University Press, 1988); J. Donceel, “Immediate Animation and Delayed Hominization,”
Theological Studies 31.1 (1970): 76—105; Robert George, “Debating the Moral Status of the
Embryo,” Published on Harvard Magazine. http://harvardmagazine.com/print/1682?page=all
(accessed 11 August 2012). Robert P. George and Christopher Tollefsen, Embryo: A Defense of
Human Life. New York: Published by Doubleday, 2008. T. Shannon and A. Wolter, “Reflections on
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dua ra nhitng giai thich théa dang cho van nan ma chung ta dé cap & trén, nhung chi
wdc mong duge dua ra mot vai suy nghi dé chung ta cung nhau thao luan, va chia sé
v6i nhau mot vai khé khan ma doi ciing nhu dao hém nay dang gip phai, dic biét vé
phuong dién dao duc sinh hoc.

Phan dau tién, t6i xin man pheép duyét lai cac dir kién sinh hoc lién quan dén
kién thirc khoa hoc ctia ching ta vé viéc sy sdng con nguoi bat dau tir khi nao. Cac
dir kién d6 c6 thé anh hudng sau ddm dén nhing suy tu va quan diém ctia chung ta vé
lac khoi dau sy séng con nguoi.

Trong huan thi “Donum Vitae™ do Thanh B Giao Ly Duc Tin ban hanh ngay
22/2/1987, 0 1, Giao Hoi Cong Gido mdt lan nira tai khang dinh 1ap truong khong
thay doi veé viéc ton trong phoi thai ngudi da co tir lau trong truyén thong Gido Hoi.

“Ngay tir gidy phiit thu tinh, sw song ciia moi nguoi phai dugc ton trong cdach
tuyét doi, vi con nguwoi la thu tao duy nhat trén tran gian dwoc Thién Chiia
dung nén vi chinh né, va linh hén ciia méi nguoi dwoe Thién Chiia tryc tiép
tao thanh.”®

Du6i nhan quan cua ngudi tin hiru Cong Gido, cac gido huan cua Gido Hoi can
chiém mot uu thé trong 18i suy tu va cic minh dinh cta chung ta.” Vi 1y do d6 ma
chung ta can binh tdm va suy luan cho thau déo, dé nhan xét xem khi nao thi “su
séng” con ngudi can phai dugc ton trong va bao vé mot cach tuyét doéi, theo nhu gido
huén truyén théng cta Gido hoi, ma ching ta c6 thé chap nhan va tin cach chi Iy nhu
1a mdt gid tri tuyét doi.

Toan b sw séng déu 1a ting phzxtm ciia Thién Chua, hay ciing c6 thé néi la
mot an hué. Sy song chinh 1a mojt phan trong cong trinh tao dung cta Thién
Chua. Piéu nay cang ding hon véi sw song con ngudi, & bat ky giai doan nao
trong tién trinh su song.

the Moral Status of the Embryo,” Theological Studies 51.4 (December 1990): 603—-626; S. Heaney,
“Aquinas and the Presence of the Human Rational Soul in the Early Embryo,” Thomist 56.1
(January 1992): 19-48.
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Qua ting sy song — The Gift of Life.”

6 Xem Théng diép cua Puc Gido Hoang Pi6 XII, “Humani Generis”, AAS 42 (1950) va Huén thi
“Donum Vitae” ciia Thanh B6 Gido Ly Ptic Tin ban hanh ngay 22/2/1987.

7. Lm Tran Manh Hung, “The Magisterium’s Teachings in Morality — Nhiing gido huin cua huan
quyén trong linh vyc luan 1y,” trong bai thuyét trinh tuan 12, Church Teaching Authority in Relation
To Conscience — Hudan Quyén Cuia Gido Hoi Trong Moi Lién Hé Véi Luong Tam (Auckland City:
Good Shepherd Theological College, 2015).



1. CAC KHAM PHA KHOA HOC

Cac kham pha mdi cua chung ta trong ldnh vuc khoa sinh hoc, nhitng thay d6i trong
Iy thuyét khoa hoc, nhitng hiéu biét, cac sang kién va niém tin ciia thoi dai hom nay
khac véi thoi trude rat nhidu. Doi lic, nhitng khac biét d6 da din dén nhiing sy xung
dot nghiém trong. Tuy nhién, ching ta can phai thay rang nhitng kham pha khoa hoc
gan day nhit cua con nguoi an khop mét cach ky diéu voi quan niém di truyén hoc
bleu sinh (Epigenetic) v€ van dé ngudn gbe cua con nguodi, ma cac nha than hoc danh
tiéng va cac vi tién st Hoi Thanh thoi xwa da ting cong nhén, va hom nay con sO cac
vi cong nhan cang gia ting. Cac vi nay, ngay cang dong y hon va gid day da chip
nhén minh nhién ring: gidy phit thu tinh 1a gidy phit sw song phat sinh. Sau Cong
DPong Tridentind, vao dau thé ky 17, ngudi ta dd cong nhan cach phd bién 1y thuyét
“Si song phat sinh ngay 1ap tc”. Gia thuyét sy song phat sinh ngay 1ap tirc nay
(Immediate Animation) van chiém mdt wu thé 16n trong cac van kién cua Gido Hoi
hém nay; vi du nhu Huan Thi “Donum Vitae” (Qua Tang Su Song) hay thong diép
“Evangelium Vitae” (Tin Mimg Su Sbéng). Tat nhién, quan diém cua Gido Hoi s&
phong phii hon va c¢6 sirc thuyét phuc rong 16n, nhd nhitng kham pha cua khoa y—sinh
hoc ngay nay. Do d6, t6i thiét nghi, ching ta cﬁn moé rong tam nhin va cong tdm nhin
nhan cac ching ctr cta khoa hoc. Va cc nha than hoc luan 1y ciing nén sir dung cac
dir kién khoa hoc nay, khi thao luan vé tién trinh thy tinh va thu thai nham dua ra
nhirg chuan myc luan 1y cho van dé nay.

2. QUAN PIEM THOI PAI VE VAN BE PHOI THAI NGUOL
2.1. Mam phéi (Pre—embryo)®

Mot kham pha gy tranh cii s6i noi sudt hon nhiéu ndm vira qua 1a kham phé vé ning
luc kha thi (capacitation) — Mot tién trinh ma nho do tinh tring trd nén c6 kha ning
chui vao hay dam thau qua vo céac trimng (hay con duoc goi 1a nodn). Tinh tring can
phai ¢ trong duong sinh san cta phu nir khoang 7 gid dong hd trudce khi chung sén
sang dam xuyén qua cac lan vo cua tring.

Su thy tinh thuong xay ra ¢ cudi dng dan tring (fallopian tube)’ sat bén budng tring.
Tinh trung thuong phai tiép xtc voi trimg trong vong mudi gio, vi néu khong xay ra

8, bay 1a mot thqat ngtt dugc dfmg dé ‘mé td mot thuc thé (entity) tir trrng thy tinh dang bt dau
hinh thanh dai mam phai trong sudt tuan thtr ba. Thinh thoang tir Pre—embryo cting duoc dich la
“tién phoi”. Xem Keith L. Moore, Essentials of Human Embryology. (Philadelphia: Decker, 1988),
. 16.

g. Hai 6ng dan trimg nhan tring trudng thanh (mature ova) tir budng trimg (ovary) va dua ching
dén tir cung (uterus). Trimg thudng dugc thy tinh trong khi con & trong 6ng dan trimg va rdi tring
thu tinh (hop tir: zygote) duoc van chuyén téi tir cung. Ong dan trimg tin clng trong tir cung — mot
tang co rong (a hollow, muscular organ) 13 vi tri cho viéc lam to (implantation) cua tring da thu
tinh. Néu c6 dau thai thi tir cung chira, nudi dudng va bao vé phdi cho né phat trién va tré thanh thai
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sy thy tinh trong vong hai muoi bon gio, thi tinh tring s& chét. Tuy nhién, thu tinh
khong chi don gian 1a viéc tinh tring choc thing vo cua tring. Hon thé nita, no 1a
mot tién trinh sinh hod phtic tap, ma qua d6, mot tinh tring choc thung dan dan cac
16p vo khac nhau cua tring. Chi sau khi tinh trung don ddc nay da choc thung hoan
toan tring'® va nhan thé don bdi cai (Haploid female nucleus) chi c6 mot cap nhiém
sic thé da phat trién, 1am cho bao twong (cytoplasm) cua trimg va cac dung luong
nhan (Nuclear contents) cia tinh tring mé&i hoan toan hoa 1an véi nhau cho ra mot
thuc thé voi nhiém sic thé ludng boi (Diploid set of chromosome). Tién trinh nay
duogc goi 1a su hop—giao. Phai mit khoang hai muoi bon gior dé hoan tat va cho ra doi
mot thyc thé (Entity) goi 1a hop tir (Zygote — trang thuy tinh). Vi thé, tién trinh nay
(dleu quan trong ching ta can phai ghi nhan: day la mot tién trinh) noi chung phai
mat khoang 12-24 git dé hoan tat va phai mat thém 24 gid khac nira dé nhan cua hai
thé don boi c6 thé hoa 1an vao nhau.

Sw thu tinh hoan tit véi 4 giai doan chinh:

1. Cho ra doi mdt thyc thé day du 46 nhiém séc thé '

2. X4c dinh nhiém sic thé gi6i tinh (sex chromosome)'?
3. Thiét lap kha néng bién di di truyen

4. Khoi su tién trinh phan chia té bao cta thuc thé.

Sau khi tinh trung da choc thing cac 16p vo khac nhau cua trimg thi bude ké
ti€p 1a khoi su tién trinh phan chia t€ bao, tring da thu tinh bat dau cudc hanh trinh

nhi (fetus). Lop 1ot trong tir cung goi la ndi mac tr cung (endometrium) dugc tao hang thang trong
viéc chuan bi cho kha ning thai nghén. Néu khong xay ra thai nghén, ndi mac tir cung bong ra trong
qué trinh hanh kinh hang thang. Xem Kristine M. Severyn, R.Ph., Ph.D. “Abortifacient Drugs and
Devices: Medical and Moral Dilemmas,” Linacre Quarterly 57(August 1990): 50-67.

10 4 . 9 , A - <X < A A X < R 5 A \ X < R
. Trang thu tinh chi c6 mdt cdp nhiém sac thé, gom 23 nhiém sac thé cia bo va 23 nhiem sac thé
cla me.

" Khoang mét gio sau khi thy tinh, nhan don boi (Haploid nuclei) (23 nhidm sic thé) cua nodn va
23 nhidm sic thé cua tinh trung s& hop nhét dé tao thanh té bao ludng bdi duy nhit (single diploid
cell) 14 hop tir (g0m c6 46 nhiém sic thé).

2 Tir cha me, dtra tré nhan 22 cdp nhiém sic thé ghép v6i nhau dwoc goi 1a nhidm sic thé thuong
va mot cap khac dugc goi la nhlém sic thé gioi tinh. Cap nhiém sic thé giéi tinh giébng nhau & nit
gidi dugc goi 1a XX. Cap nhidm sic thé gidi tinh khong gidng nhau ¢ nam giéi dugce goi la XY. Sau
phén giam (meiasis) ¢ nam gidi, mt nira tinh trung chira nhlem sic thé X va mot nira chira nhiém
sac thé Y. Mot noan thy tinh boi mot tinh tring mang nhiém sic thé X tao mot hop tir XX, phat
trién thanh thai nhi gai. Su thu tinh ctia noan bdi mot tinh trung mang nhiém séc thé Y tao ra mot
hop tir XY, phat trién thanh thai nhi trai.
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ctia minh di tir 6ng dan tring xubng tir cung. Khoang 30 gid sau khi tring da thy tinh,
té bao (tring) s& phan 1am d6i, khoang 40-50 gid, thi t& bao s& phan lam bén, va
khoang 60 gid sau thi té bao s& phan lam tdm. Khi phoi tién vao tir cung thi c6 16 té
bao ¢ giai doan phdi dau (Morula). Cac phdi ddu ndy xuét hién vao ngay tho tu.
Trong khoang thoi gian tir gitra ngay thir sau va ngay thir bay, phoi bao (blatocyst) s&
tién toi vach tir cung (uterine wall) va bét dau tién trinh lam t6 (implantation) ¢ do,
nho thé nd c6 thé tiép tuc phat trién. T1en trinh 1am t6 nay s& hoan tat vao cudi tuan
thir hai (khoang 14 ngdy). C6 mét yéu td quan trong ma chung ta can biét, d6 1a tir
tinh trang phoi bao dén khi tién trinh lam t6 hoan tit, mam phdi van c6 kha nang phan
chia thanh cac thuc thé da phan (multiple entities), diéu nay giai thich Iy do tai sao c6
hién tugng sinh doi.

2.2. Phoi thai (Embryo)

Giai doan phat trién chinh yéu ké tiép 1a giai doan phat trién phoi thai. Giai doan nay
bt dau tir tudn thr ba cua thoi ky thai nghén. N6 khdi sy véi viéc hoan tét tién trinh
1am t6 ciia mam phdi & vach tir cung va viéc phat trién da dang cac mé lién két giira
mAam phdi va vach tir cung. Co hai cong viéc chinh s& xay ra & giai doan nay:

1. Tht nhét 14 viéc hoan tat sy hinh thanh phoi vi (gastrulation) tai sip xép
cach trat ty va phu hop céc té bao & phoi thai.

2. Thi hai 14 tién trinh hinh thanh phoi thai (embryo—genesis) hay hinh thanh
sinh thé (human organgenesis), bat dau tir tuan thir ba va hoan tit vao cubi
tuan tht tdm. Tién trinh ndy dan dén két qua 1a sy phét trién toan bd co
quan ndi tai va cac cau tric chinh bén trong va bén ngoai bao thai.

2.3. CAC THAM DPINH CUA LUAN LY.

Mot kham pha day y nghia cua khoa sinh hoc hién dai la sy thu tinh, noi theo ngén
ngit sinh hoc, 13 mot tién trinh bat dau véi viée tinh trung choc thung 16p vo bén
ngoai ctia nodn (trimg) va két thic voi viéc hinh thanh nhiém sic thé ludng bo1
(formation of diploid set of chromosomes). Tién trinh ndy s& phai mat it nhat 1a 24
tiéng dong ho. Piéu nay lam nay sinh mot van nan: Ching ta phai hiéu cum tir “gidy
phut thu tinh”" thuong duoc st dung trong cac vin kién cia Gido Hoi nhu thé nao?
Theo nhitng kham phé gan day cua khoa hoc, dic biét 1a nganh phdi thai hoc, thi chi
khi nao sy thu thai dugc hoan tt theo tién trinh tu nhién cta sinh hoc, khi éy ching
ta m&i c6 mot thuc thé (entity) séng dong va mot cu trac di truyén cua loai nguoi. '

13 “The moment of conception,” (Thdi diém ma trimg thy tinh). Cum tir nay thuong hay duoc sir
dung trong cac ban van cta Giao Hoi.

14 - Hang tri€u tinh trung c6 dudi dugc phong vao &m dao (vagina) trong khi giao hop (coitus). Mac
du chi c6 mot con s& xuyén vao nodn, (men hyaluronidase) chét tiét ctia nhiéu tinh tring can c6 dé
lam tan 16p vo ngoai cuia noan va cho phép xuyén qua. Mot khi tinh trung da vao nodn, mgt mang
khong thé xuyén qua hinh thanh xung quanh nodn va khéng mét con tinh tring nao khac co thé vao
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Nhu t6i di noéi ¢ trén, trang thy tinh nay c6 kha niang phan chia thém thanh nhiéu
phéan nira (di nhién phai di theo mot tudn tu phat trién). Nén ching ta c6 thé nd1 gi
trude su xac tin ctia huan thi Donum Vitae va Declaration on Procured Abortion:"

“Ngay tw khi tring dwoc thu tinh, mot sy song moi dwoc bat dau ma sy song ay
khong phai cua cha ciing chang phai cua me, nhung dung hon do la sw song
maoi cua mot con nguwoi moi va no co thé tw minh phat trién.”

Chung ta phai suy nghi thé nao vé diéu vira trich dan & trén, sao cho phu hop
v6i nhitng kham pha moi caa sinh hoc? Vi ching ta rat co ly dé ndi rang: su séng
hién di¢n trong trimg vira mai thu tinh thi khac biét voi su song noi cha va me va qua
thue, sy séng 4y ludn 1a sy doc nhat vé nhi vé mit di truyén. Tuy nhién, diéu d6
khong co nghia 1a sau khi tring thy tinh thi moi sy di hoan tat'® va ciing khong ¢
nghia 13 trong trimg thuy tinh 4y d3 c6 sy hién dién ctiia mot con ngudi ca thé doc nhat
vo nhi (single human individual) hay “ca thé xét theo ban thé hoc” (Ontological
individual) nhu linh myc tién si Norman Ford, S.D.B dé nghi,'’ vi 6ng dinh nghia

“c4 thé xét theo ban thé hoc” 1a mét thyc thé cu thé doc nhét hién hiru nhu mot hiru
thé riéng biét; no khong 1a su tap hop cua nhiing phan tir nho hon, ciing khéng don
thuan 12 mot phan nho trong cai tong thé 1on hon.

Su duy nhét va doc nhét vo nhj vé mat di truyén chi ¢6 sau khi tién trinh lam to
hoan tat va tién trinh han dinh két thuc. Viéc lam td chi x4y ra mot tuan sau khi viéc
thu tinh bat dau, va c4 thé tinh (individuality) khong xuét hién trudce tuan thi tu ké tir
lac thy tinh. Vi thé, néu ching ta coi vi¢c lam to (implantation) 1a d4u hiéu cua sy thu
thai va su hinh thanh con ngudi doc nhat (human singleness), thi cAn nhé rang dau
hiéu d6 chi c6 sau khi viéc thu tinh bat dau da dugc mot tudn.'® Con néu chung ta coi
viéc két thic tién trinh thu tinh 1a d4u hiéu cta viéc hinh thanh con nguoi doc nhat,
thi phai n6i rang dau hiéu do6 chi xuét hién it 1 3 tuan sau khi thy tinh. Thé ma cé4 thé
tinh bat kha hdi (irreversible individuality) lai 1a yéu t& can thiét va 1a diéu kién cin
ban dé hinh thanh nhéan vi (Human Person).

duoc.

1> Xem Tuyén Ngén Vé Viéc Cé Y Phd Thai, do Thanh Bé Gido Ly P Tin, dugc ding tai trong
nhat bao “L'Osservatore Romano,” ngay 29 thang 5, 1974. (Declaration on Procured Abortion
issued by the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, May 29, 1974).

16 Sy thy tinh chi hoan tat khi trimg khong con kha nang phéan chia thanh nhiéu phan nita, nghia 1a
tién trinh 1am t6 d4 hoan tit va bit dau c6 sy hinh thanh phoi vi (gastrulation). Tir khi thy tinh dén
khi két thic, tién trinh thu tinh nay kéo dai khoang 3 tuan. Va tién trinh nay duoc goi tén 1a tién
trinh han dinh.

7" Rev. Dr. Norman Ford, SDB., When Did I Begin? Conception of the Human Individual in
History, Philosophy and Science (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988).

'8 Rev. Dr. Norman Ford, SDB., “When Did I Begin? — A Reply to Nicholas Tonti—Filippini,”
Linacre Quarterly 57 (November 1990): 59-66.
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Theo Linh muc Tién si Norman Ford: nhin vi khong phai 1a két qua ciua mot
phep cong don gian gilra tinh nguoi va ca tinh ca the, s& khong c6 dugc mot nhan vi
néu chua c6 con nguoi ca biét (human individual), la thuc thé chi c6 sau khi tién trinh
ca thé hoa (individuation) da hoan tat, ttrc 12 3 tuan sau khi trimg thu tinh. Ong nhan
manh rang: “khong phai trimg da thy tinh cling khong phai phoi bao 13 mot con ngudi
c4 thé, mic du nd co sy doc nhit vo nhi vé& mat di truyén va khéc biét voi bd me.” Va
dé 1am to van dé nay, ong ta d3 dua ra hai Iy do sau:

1. Tiém nang sinh d6i sé con d6, mai cho to1 khi khoi sy viée hinh thanh phoi
vi (gastrulation), mdc du, hiém khi né xuat hi¢n & giai doan sau cung nay.

2. Mot trimg thu tinh khi da phan chia vin c6 thé tai hop nhat va khi d6 sé& lai
nay sinh mot ca thé (mac du hiém xay ra).

Vi thé, 6ng chu truong ca thé (individual) khong thé 1a mot nhan vi (Human
Person) cho t6i khi ca thé tinh (individuality) dugc hinh thanh, va d6i v6i ong, ca thé
tinh chi xuét hién, sau khi mam phéi c6 tinh di truyén doc nhat vo nhi nay lam to
xong, va két thuc tién trinh han dinh cta n6 dé thanh hinh mét sinh thé co tinh chét
doc nhat vo nhi va hop nhét (unified organism). Tir ddy, 6ng di dén két luan:

“Mot ca thé khong 1a mot ca thé — va vi thé cling khong 13 mot con ngudi — cho
t6i khi tién trinh han dinh (1a tién trinh thu tinh kéo dai trong vong ba tuan va
két thic v6i vige 1am 0 va viée hinh thanh phéi vi) hoan tat va sy méan ky thy
tinh cua cac té bao xuét hién. Khi ay va chi khi ay, ta moi thdy rd tuong tan
rang mot cé thé khac (another individual) khong thé phat Xuat tir cac té bao cua
phoi thai nay nita. Va ciing chi khi 4y, ta méi thay rd rang rang phoi thai ca biét
dic biét nay (particular individual embryo) ciing s& chi 13 phéi thai doc nhat vo
nhi (single embryo) nay ma thoi.”

Vi thé, ong nodi thém: “Néu khong c6 thuc thé nguoi doc nhét v nhi (single
human entity) thi ciing khong ¢6 mét hitu thé hay ban vi.”"” Tuy nhién sau nay Linh

" For further discussion see N. Ford, When Did I Begin? Conception of the Human Individual in
History, Philosophy and Science (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988), pp. 176-177.
From the accumulation of such biological data and philosophical arguments, Ford comes to a strong
conclusion: science and philosophy prove that the human being could not begin at conception.
Rather, for its first two to three weeks, the embryo is merely a cluster of cells, each a distinct,
ontologically individual organism, in simple contact with other individual organisms, each of which
lives only a matter of hours before dying in the process of dividing. Only at the primitive streak
stage and not prior to it, but most certainly by the stage of gastrulation' do these few thousand
organisms combine so that a human individual, our youngest neighbour and member of the human
community, begins' [Cf. Ford, When Did I Begin, xviii, 139, 170]. However, later on Ford himself
had renounced/retracted his earlier position and his position had been critised by other critics such as
Benedict Ashley, Michael Coughlan, Tom Daly, John Finnis, Robert George, Germain Grisez, Dianne
Irving, David Jones and Anthony Zimmerman. Several authors deal with these matters in Juan Vial
Correa and Elio Sgreccia (eds.), Identity and Status of the Human Embryo (Rome: Libreria Editrice
Vaticana, 1998).
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muc Tién Si Norman Ford, dd rat lai 14p trudong cta minh vé tuyén bd trén va lap
truong cua ong da bi cac nha than hoc gia luan 1y ndi tiéng trén thé gidi cong kich,
ngay ca Toa Thanh Vatican.”

Ngoai ra cling c6 m(}t 1ap luan khéc, do céc bac hoc va y si chuyén gia cling
nhu thin hoc gia luan 1y,*' noi bat nhit 1a y si bac hoc Jerome Lejeune (Phap) da
dua ra nhimg dir kién khoa hoc moi nhat nham chimg minh rang, ngay tir gidy phut
trirng thu tinh da xuit hién sw song ddc nhat vé nhi ciia con nguwoi theo mi s di
truyén. Va chinh Ong ciing 13 khach danh du dwoc moi 1am nhéan chimg tai phién
tda ¢ thanh phd Maryville, tiéu bang Tennessee, nudc Hoa Ky voi tu cach 1a ngudi
dai dién cho gi6i bac si va khoa hoc gia, nhim cung cdp cac ching cé mdi nhét vé
nganh phoi hoc cho quan toa.

Nham phan bién lai cac 1ap luan di duoc toi trung dan trude ddy, do nhoém ung
ho lap truong cho rang:

1. Phoi ngudi chua phai 13 mot con nguoi ¢4 biét vao thoi diém trimg thy tinh
2. Cathé chi hién dién sau thoi gian 14 ngay, ké tir khi trimg thy tinh.”

2% See Juan Vial Correa and Elio Sgreccia (eds.), Identity and Status of the Human Embryo (Rome:
Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1998).
2l William Bueche, C.Ss.R., “Destroying Human Embryos — Destroying Human Lifes: A Moral

Issue,” Studia Moralia 29 (1991): 85-115; Kevin D. O’Rourke, “The Embryo as Person” National
Catholic Bioethics Quarterly (2006); Robert P. George, “Embryo Ethics: On the Biological and
Moral Status of Nascent Human Life,” (part 1) 14/04/2008.
http://www.firstprinciplesjournal.com/articles.aspx?article=583 &theme=home&loc=b (accessed 11
August 2012); Anthony Fisher, O.P., Catholic Bioethics for a New Millennium. (United Kingdom:
Cambridge University Press, 2012), p. 104.

?2 Xem Circuit Court for Blount County, Tennessee at Maryville, Equity Division. “Custody
Dispute over Seven Human Embryos.” Authors: Junior L. Davis, Mary Sue Davis, Jérdme Lejeune,
Tennessee. Circuit Court (Blount County). Publisher Center for Law & Religious Freedom, 1989.

http://rsvpamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Davis-v.-Davis-v.-King-Custody-Dispute-Over-Seven-Human-
Embryos-In-the-Circut-Court-for-Blount-County-TN NoAuthor Aug-10-1989 Center-for-Law-Religious-Freedom.pdf

(Accessed 16 June 2015).

2 Bao gém Normand Ford; Dr. King; Dr. Shivers; Professor Robertson.

=  Norman Ford, SDB., in 1988 published When Did I Begin? Conception of the Human
Individual in History, Philosophy and Science (Great Britain: Cambridge Uni. Press,
1988). In this book, he aimed to resolve the debate on ‘how far we can trace back our
own personal identity as the same continuing individual living body, being or entity’.
He concluded that there is no human individual or soul present until two to three weeks
after fertilization. His book supports the view for delayed ‘animation’ or ‘hominization’
— the view that the early human embryo is not a human being. Supporters of Ford’s
position have included: Vincent Genovesi, Kevin Kelly, Richard McCormick, Jean
Porter, Thomas Shannon, Barry Smith, James Walter and Mary Warnock. But Ford is
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Kién thirc vé& qua trinh phét trién phdi ngudi da duoc gia tang trong sudt 50
nam vira qua. P6i voi thé hé cua chung ta, von kién thirc nay di tang 1én déng ké, chu
yéu nho vao cac thiét bi dién tir hién dai ciing nhu kha ning tién hanh qué trinh thy
tinh trong ong nghiém (IVF). Trén thuc té mot vai cach hiéu khac han nhau vé ¥
nghia ctia qua trinh phat trién sinh hoc vé con nguoi van thuong duoc trinh bay, nhu
da duoc cap & phén trén. Nhung cac nha phoi hoc lai nhét tri vé cac su kién khoa hoc
trong giai doan dau ciia qué trinh phét trién nguoi. Nhing phat hién sinh hoc dudi
day ciing dat duoc sy dong thuan ciia cac nha noi tiéng vé phoi hoc ngudi:

Thir nhét, qua trinh phat trién nguoi bat dau khi tinh tring két hop véi trimg.
Su song bat dau tir thoi diém thu tinh khi mot té bao, goi 1a hop tir, dugc hinh
thanh nho sy két hop gitra tinh trung va tring.

Thu hai, hop tr khong phai 1a mét nhan nguoi ti hon, (khong phai 1a hinh tao
trude cta con ngudi) nhung lai phat trién theo chiéu hudng biéu sinh. Ciu trac
va co quan cua bao thai twong lai, tré so sinh, thiéu nién va nguoi truong thanh
hién dién tiém tang trong té bao hop ti.

Thu ba, hgp tir co day di tit ca cac ma so di truyen (h¢ gen nguoi) 1a co so
cho qua trinh phat trién nguoi trong tuong lai. Vé tiém nang, hop tir co chira
moi thtr can thiét cho su phat trién ctia bao thai thanh ngudi trudng thanh cé ¥

no longer holding this position anymore. Cf. Anthony Fisher, O.P., Catholic Bioethics
for a New Millennium. (United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2012), pp. 102—
103.

= Dr. Irving Ray King: there is a first a one—cell gamete, a zygote (after the first cell
divides), a preembryo (up to 14 days after fertilization) and final an embryo (after 14
days and upon cell differentiation).

= Dr. Charles Alex Shivers: a preembryo is a zygote up to 11-14 days and consists
largely of undifferentiated cells; that after attachment tot he uterus wall and the
appearance of the primitive treak, the cells then become different; that is organs, organ
systems , body parts and the like are formed; "... as far as we know..., to my
knowledge..., there is no way to distinguish the cells [at the zygote stage]... they are the
same [undifferentiated]..."

= Professor John Robertson: a human preembryo is an entity composed of a group of
undifferentiated cells which have no organs or nervous system. That at about 10-14
days, the preembyo attaches itself to the uteran wall, develops its primitive treak and
life then starts. It is "... not clear..." that a human preembryo is a unique individual; that
simply because fertilization has occurred, the gamete contributors have not procreated.
See "Custody Dispute Over Seven Human Embryos", in Circut Court For Blount
County, Tennessee At Maryville.
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thirc. Hé gen chinh 13 ban thiét ké va ciing 14 tac nhan hiéu quéa gay ra qua trinh
phat trién nguoi.

Tir quan diém hinh chit luin [hylomorphism], chat liéu cia hop tir twong
xung voi mo thire [form] (tam linh con nguoi). Chét thé cua phoi, 1a hé gen,
bao gém 46 nhiém sic thé va vo sb gen, phai duoc kich hoat nho' moé thire ¢6
kha ning lam sinh dong chat thé phu hop véi tiém ning cta né. Chiing ta goi
mé thirc nay la linh hon con ngudi. Do d6, hop tir ¢ thoi diém thu tinh khong
phai 1a con nguoi tiém nang, ma 1a hiru thé nguoi véi tiém niang chi dong. >

Jerome Lejeune da trinh bay cidc chirng c& mai nhat duge kham phd bdi cac khoa
hoc gia nghién ctru vé nganh phéi hoc va ho da xac minh rang:

1. M&i ngudi trong chiing ta déu dwoce hinh thanh mdt cach ddc nhit vo
nhi, ngay tir giay phut trung thu tinh.

2. Tir “mam phéi” (pre—embryo) thuc sy khong cé. Tir nay khong co xuat
hién trong bat ky cuon Tur Pién Béach Khoa hodc Tu Pién thong thuong,
ngay ca cac phan tham chiéu cum tir “mam phoi” ciing khong thay co. Boi
vi trude khi phoi duge tao thanh hodc hién hiru thi chi ¢6 tring va tinh
trung; khi trimg duoc phdi véi tinh tring thi ching ta c6 mot thyc thé goi 1a
hop tir; va khi hop tir tw phan chia thi d6 goi 1a phoi.*

3. Tu khi té bao dau tién xuét hién (trong trimg da thuy tinh), thi moi yéu t6 di
truyén can thiét dé phat trién thanh moét ca thé da hién hiru.

4. Khi tring dugc phdi boi tinh tring, thi mot té bao “ddc biét” xuat hién, dic
biét ¢ khia canh 14 s& khong bao gio 6 mot té bao nao giéng y hét nhu vay
nita va c6 chung mot chi dan thong tin vé sy hinh thanh cua mot ca thé
trong twong lai s& dugc tao thanh.*

#* Xem Kevin D. O’Rourke, O.P., “The Embryo as Person,” National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly
(2006): 241-251. Bai viét nay da dugc Tra Mi va Lm. Tran Manh Hung dich sang tiéng Viét va toi
da cho dang tai website congiaovietnam.net
http://www.conggiaovietnam.net/index.php?m=home&v=detail&ia=20597 (Truy cap, Thi 6, ngay 19/6/2020).

2 pidu nay da dugc xac nhén boi cac quan toa trong vu kién tai Tennessee. Xem Circuit Court for
Blount County, Tennessee at Maryville, Equity Division. “Custody Dispute over Seven Human
Embryos,” p.9.

26 Néi cach khac, 1a tir khi trimg dugc thu tinh thi s€ xuét hién mot té bao dau tién, t& bao nay con
dugc goi la “hop tir” va trong hop tir nay moi hudng dan va céu tric di truyén vé mot con ngudi ca
thé ma sau ndy s& hinh thanh da duoc thiét dinh ngay tir gidy phut do, va s€ khong bao gio c6 mot té
bao hop tir nao gidng nhu vay nira. L& d6 ma chung ta co thé no6i mot cach khang dinh: 1a mdi ngudi
12 mot nhan vi doc nhat vo nhi. Khong co ai giéng ai hoan toan 100% (so vé mit thé 1y va tam 1y)
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5. Khong cé bat ky mot khoa hoc gia nao di dua ra y kién cho rang: phoi nhu
1a @6 vat hay 1a vat s hitu. Mot khi su song con ngudi duge hinh thanh thi
ho 14 nguoi. Ong ta con di xa hon mot budc nita va khang dinh rang: ching
ta ¢ thé lam cac cudc thir nghiém va chimg minh cho thay 1a ¢ vao giai
doan ma tramg thy tinh phat trién va c6 khoang 4 té bao, thi vao thoi diém
nay ta c6 thé khang dinh ring: mdi mot c4 nhan/ca thé déu hoan toan khac
biét so voi ngudi khac va cai phan trim ma dé cho ta co thé tim thiy mot té
bao nao d6 gidng hét nhu mot té bao khac, xét vé mit di truyén tinh, thi chi
cO may ra xayra 1 14n trén mot ty (1/1,000,000,000).

6. Lejeune ciing di ching minh cho thiy ca 23 nhiém sic thé c¢6 trong tinh
ting va 23 nhiém sac thé hién dién trong tring da co day du tat ca cac thong
tin va cau tir di truyén dé sau nay phat trién thanh nhimg nét dic trung cia
mot nhan vi ca thé, cho nén khi trimg dugc phdi béi tinh tring va sy kién
thu tinh dlen ra thi ngay lac d6, mot con nguoi ca biét da hinh thanh, va moi
thong tin vé di truyén tinh dé sau nay phoi co thé phat trién tré thanh con
ngudi d6 di hién dién day du trong té bao hop tir (1a tring dd duoc thu
tinh). Diéu nay da khong xay ra trudc d6 va no cling sé& khong bao gid dién
ra nhu vay nira.”’

Cho nén, diéu rat quan trong la chung ta can am tuong va hiéu biét vé t1en trinh
cua viéc thu tinh la gidy phut dau tién cua su song con ngudi, trong d6, mdi ngudi
chung ta déu c6 mot khoi diém ky diéu va doc nhat vo nhi. Su hinh thanh toan dién
ctia mot con ngudi sau ndy, thi chinh khoa hoc di chimg minh cho thiy, 1a né da
duoc bit dau tir gidy phat linh thiéng d6. Mic du rat ¢ thé 1a linh hon duge pht cho
dang thé nguoi (human form), vao thoi diém trimg thy tinh, tuy nhién, Gido hoi van
chua x4c dinh diéu nay.

Cong dong Vaticand dé nhi tuyén bd: “Su séng mot khi dd duoc hinh thanh
can phai dugc bao vé¢ tdi da; nao pha thai va t01 giét tré so sinh la nhiing t01 4c ghé
tom”. Nhung sau Cong déng Vatican6 d¢ nhi, Thanh bd Tin Ly va Buc Tin, sau khi
1én tiéng chi trich toi phé thai d nhan manh rang: “Tuyén ngdn nay hién nhién khong
ban dén thoi diém khi linh hon duge pha nhap”.” Tuy nhién trong mot tai liéu hoan
hdo hon vao nam 1987, Thanh by Tin Ly va Pwe Tin di xa hon mdt budc nira,
nhung vin chwa dwa ra dwoc tuyén bd chinh xac vé thoi diém khi nao thi hon
nhap vao thé xac. Thanh b noéi ro: “nhiing két luan do khoa hoc dua ra lién quan
dén phoi nguoi cung cap chi dan gia tri cho vi€c nhan thirc bang Iy tri vé& su hién dién
clia ca thé ngay tir gidy phut/thoi diém dau tién Xuat hién sy song cua con nguodi: lam
sao co thé khong chap nhan mot sinh vat ngudi séng ma lai khong phai 1a con ngudi?

ngay ca tré em sinh d6i cing mot trimg. Pidu nay chung ta ciing ¢ thé kiém nhan duoc tir kinh
nghiém va su khao sat c4 nhan.
27 Nghia 13 trude va sau khi trimg dugce thy tinh.
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Trong Thong Piép Tin Mirng Sw Song (Evangelium Vitae), Pirc ¢6 Thanh
Gifo hoang Gioan Phao-16 II di kién quyét khang dinh cac tuyén bd trén, nhung
mot 1an nita khong xac dinh chinh xac thoi diém khi nao thi phu hon dién ra
(ensoulment). Liéu Gido hdi c6 thé xac dinh thoi diém khéi dau sw sdng con
ngudi, dua trén nén tang cac chimg cir triét hoc hay khong? Nhimng sy that tim
linh (spiritual truths) khéc ciing dugc dinh nghia dya trén nén tang chimg ct triét hoc,
vi du, ho cho réng: 1y tinh va linh hdn cua tri tué 1a dang thé/hinh thé cia co thé con
ngudi — the rational intellectual soul is the form of human body. Vé phan ¢ nhan t6i,
mac du tdi x4c tin rang nhitng sy hiéu biét vé triét hoc dii dé co thé dua ra xac quyét
viéc phi hon dién ra ngay gidy phut trimng thu tinh, nhung t6i thiu hiéu sy e dé —
mang tinh can trong cia Gido hoi. Kién thirc sinh hoc khong ngiing phat trién va bién
d6i. Mic du hién nay chung ta dugc biét kha nhiéu vé sy sinh ra ctia con nguoi, va tat
ca nhitng kién thirc ndy déu quy hudng cho ta thay 1a dang thtrc 1y tri hién dién tir
thoi diém thy tinh, nhung déng thoi van con nhiéu diéu ma chung ta chua duoc biét
vé hoat dong cua linh hon con ngudi va tién trinh phat sinh con ngudi.”®

Dudi anh sang cua cac kham pha mdi la va day stc thuyét phuc ma khoa hoc
hién nay dang cung cap, gio day chung ta hay cung nhau duyét xét lai vé y nghia va
gia tri ludn 1y ctia mam phéi (pre—embryo).”

3. MAM PHOI VA Y NGHIA LUAN LY

Thomas Shannon va mot sd tic gia ung ho lap truong: ca thé chi hién hitu sau 14
nga‘ly, khi trimg da thu tinh, thi cho rang trimg thu tinh chua c6 thé dugc xem la mot

“cq thé” vé mit thé 1y (physical individual) cho t61 khi tién trinh 1am t6 hoan tat
Thém vao do, ho cling dong y rang: s¢ khong dat dugc ca thé tinh cach tron hao, néu
tién trinh han dinh chua hoan tat, vi khi d6 céac té bao van chua danh mat tinh toan
nang (totipotency) cua no.’ Vi thé, thoi gian an dinh dé dat dugc ca thé tinh vé mat
thé Iy nam giita khoang tir tudn thir 1 cho dén tuan 18 thir 3. Cho nén, khong thé noi

% _See Fr. Kevin D. O’Rourke, “The Embryo as Person?” Published in National Catholic Bioethics
Quarterly (2006): 241-251. Reposted with permission http://embryoconnection.org/pdf/Orourke-
F48.pdf (Accessed 12 June 2015). Bai viét nay da duoc Tra Mi va Lm. Trdn Manh Hung dich sang
tiéng Viét va toi da cho ding tai website congiaovietnam.net
http://www.conggiaovietnam.net/index.php?m=home&v=detail&ia=20597 (Truy cap, Thu 6, ngay
19/6/2020)

" Tir Pre—embryo, thinh thoang con duoc goi 14 tién phoi.

3% Theo nhu nhimg gi ma chung ta dugc biét hién nay vé kha nang dac biét ctia cac té bao gdc toan
ning (Totipotent stem cells) 1a cic t& bao nay chi hién dién & phdi khi méi dugc hinh thanh tir ngay
thir nhat cho dén ngay thir nam. Trong thoi gian nay céc té bao gbc toan ning co thé ty né phat trién
dé trd thanh mot sinh thé (organism), vi du nhu trong truong hop tré em sinh doi (hodc nhiéu hon
nira), khi mot trimg da thu tinh tu minh tach ra lam hai t& bao, 10i tir d6 ty phat trién thanh hai sinh
thé (hai bao thai). Day la yéu t6 doc ddo ma cac khoa hoc gia da kham pha ra khi khao sat va nghién
ctru vé t& bao gdc phdi toan nang. Xem Lm Tran Manh Hung, Pao Pitc Sinh Hoc va Nhitng Thdch
P6 Hién Nay (T.P. Sai Gon: Nha xuit ban Phuong Pong, 2016).
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mdt cach don gian rang su hién hiru cia ca thé (individual's being) da c6 mat ngay tu
gidy phut thu tinh (moment of fertilization). Tom lai, chung ta c6 thé noi rang mot ca
thé dich thuc — mot con nguoi ca thé — chi co duoc tir tién trinh thy tinh. Piéu nay co
nghia 13, thuc tai tinh ctia mdt con ngudi sé khong hién hitu it nhat cho dén khi tién
trinh c4 thé hod (individualization) xuat hién. Ca thé tinh 13 diéu kién tuyét d6i va can
thiét cho viéc hinh thanh mét ban vi tinh (personhood).!

Tir nhitng ching cir trén Shannon két luan rang: Khong c6 ca thé (individual)
thi cting khong c6 ban vi (person) cho t6i khi tién trinh han dinh va viéc hinh thanh
ng6i vi hoan tat, thoi gian dé hoan tat 1a khoang ba tudn sau khi thu tinh. Vi the néu
huy mot mam phoi ‘nguoi vao thoi diém nay thi chac chan s& két thuc su song va
chdm dirt su doc nhét vo nhi vé mat di truyén cia mam phoi. Va nhu thé vé mat luan
1y han nhién hanh vi d6 khong thé bi két toi 1a giét nguoi, vi & thoi diém nay ca thé
tinh chua hién hiru.”

Tha dén ong van duy tri lap truong rang: & giai doan nay (tir luc thy tinh dén
tuan thtr ba), mam phoi khong can dugc bao vé cach tuyét dbi. Nhung vi mam phoi l1a
mdt sinh thé (co su song), lai dugc ban cho kha nang doc nhat v6 nhi vé mat di
truyén, nén ciing can dit ra cac quy luat bao vé su séng cho mam phoi, nhung diéu
nay khong phai 1a tuyét d6i.>

Han nhién, ddy ciing chi 1a quan diém ctia mot s6 cac than hoc gia luan 1y duoc
dua ra dé nhan dinh va thao luan. L& di nhién, trong mot xa hoi ma chu nghia da vin
hoa, da tu tudng luén duge khuyén khich va ung ho, at nhién sé khong thé tranh khoi
su khac biét vé cach thurc suy luan, nhét 13 hién nay khi nhiing van dé nay van con
nhiéu tranh luan, va khoa y—sinh hoc ciing dang cung cap thém cho chung ta nhiing

1 Tuy nhién, ciing di c6 nhitng 1y luan di nghich lai v&i y kién va lap truong ciia Shannon va
nhitng ngudi cung ddng quan diém véi 6ng. Cu thé 1a Fr. Kevin D. O’Rourke (Than hoc gia luin
1y), ngudi da xac quyét va khang dinh rang: Phoi 1a mot nhan vi trong bai viét kha noi tiéng ciia 6ng
va da duoc pho bién trén tap chi National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly. Xem Kevin D. O’Rourke,
O.P., “The Embryo as Person,” National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly (2006): 241-251. Bai viét
nay di dwoc Tra Mi va Lm. Tran Manh Hung dich sang tiéng Viét va t6i da cho dang tai website
congiaovietnam.net

http://www.conggiaovietnam.net/index.php?m=home&v=detail&ia=20597 (Truy cap, Th 2, ngay
15/11/2021)

32 Theo Shannon va Wolter, c4 thé tinh chi hién hiru khi trimg thu tinh khong con kha niang phan
chia thanh nhléu phan, nghia 1a, khi hoan tat tién trinh han dinh va viéc hinh thanh phéi vi. Thoi
gian hoan tat 1 khoang ba tudn. Trong thoi gian nay, mam phoi hay trimg thy tinh hay phdi bao da
c6 su doc nhat v6 nhi vé mit di truyén va sy sdng ma n6 mang khac biét hoan toan véi bd me,
nhung n6 van chua 1a mot ca thé dich thuc (true individual), vi chua c6 ca thé tinh.

33 Thomas A. Shannon & Allan B. Wolter, “Reflections on the Moral Status of the Pre—embryo,”
Theological Studies 51(1990), 623ff.
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dit liéu chinh xac hon vé tién trinh thy thai, boi nhitng kham pha méi do su tién trién
cua nganh y hoc hién dai.* Cong déng Vatican6 d¢ nhi tuyén bo: “Sw so”'ng mot khi
dd dwoc hinh thanh can phai duoc bao vé 16i da; nao pha thai va toi giét tre so sinh
la nhitng t3i dc ghé tom”.” Nhung sau Cong dong Vaticand dé nhi, Thanh bc} Giao
Ly va Puc Tin, sau khi 1én tiéng chi trich toi pha thai dd nhdn manh rang: “Tuyén
ngén ndy hién nhién khéng ban dén thoi diém khi linh hon dwoc phii nhdp”*° Tuy
nhién trong mot tai liéu hoan hao hon vao nam 1987, Thanh bd di xa hon mot budc
nita, nhung van chua dua ra duoc tuyén bd chinh xac vé thdi diém khi nao thi hon
nhap vao thé x4c. Thanh bo noi rd:

“Nhitng két ludgn do khoa hoc dwa ra lién quan dén phéi nguoi cung cap chi
dan gid tri cho viéc nhén thirc bang ly tri vé sy hi¢n dién cua cd thé ngay ti
gidy phut dau tién khi xudt hién sw song ciia con nguoi: lam sao cé thé khéng

chap nhdn mot sinh vt nguoi ma lai khong phai la con nguoi?”’

Chi can diém qua céc vin kién cta Huan Quyén ciing nhu céc tai liéu y khoa
ban vé nhirng kham pha méi cua nganh phoi hoc, thi ching ta cling da thay ¢ nhiéu
sy hoc bua va éo le khi ban luan vé khoi diém sy song ciia con ngudi va vé sy hién
dién cua mot nhan vi ca thé ngay khi trimg thu tinh. Qua thuc, day la mot cong viée
nhiéu khé va khong miy dé& dang dé thuc hién. Tuy nhién, nguol viét mubn phan tich
mot cach nghiém tic cac nhén dinh, lap trudng va quan diém cua cac phe di 1én tiéng
dong gop ¥ kién ciia minh trong cudc tranh luén nay, hau c6 thé dua ra mot cai nhin
khach quan va ding vdi tinh than gido huan cua Giao Hoi Cong Gido lién quan dén
vi€c ton trong sy song con ngudi ma gan day Bo Gido Ly va Pirc Tin di phd bién
mot huan thi, nham trinh bay cac gido hudn luan 1y ctia Gido Hoi sao cho phu hop Vol
cac kham pha moi cua nganh y khoa trong thé ky thir 21 nay. Pay 1a mot van kién rat
quan trong truc tiép dé cap dén cac lanh vuc nghién ciru phoi nguoi, viée sir dung cac
té bao gdc cho nhiing muc dich chira tri cling nhu trong nhiing lanh vyc y hoc thuc
nghiém khac. Nhitng van dé moéi mé nay doi hoi phai c6 ciu tra 101 thich dang.’®

3% Thuc vay, Giao Hoi Cong Gido hién nay chua c6 mdt phan quyét t6i hau vé thoi diém chinh xac
khi nao thi sy song con nguoi bat dau. Xem Lisa Sowle Cahill, “The Embryo and the Fetus: New
Moral Contexts,” in Theological Studies 54 (1993): 124 — 142, dac biét trang 127. Quan trong hon
ca 1a ngay chinh Ptic Giao Hoang Gioan Phao—16 II trong Thong Piép Tin Mimg Sy Song (Gospel
of Life), da khong xac dinh chinh xac thoi diém khi nao thi pha hon dién ra (ensoulment); nghia la
khi nao thi hén nhap vao xac. Xem Kevin D. O’Rourke, “The Embryo as Person?” Published in
National Catholic  Bioethics Quarterly (2006): 241-251. Reposted with permission
http://embryoconnection.org/pdf/Orourke-F48.pdf (Accessed 12 June 2015).

3% Xem Gaudium et spes (1965), n.51, as quoted in the Vatican translation of Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), Donum vitae (22 Feb. 1987), I, n.1.

3% Xem CDF, Declaration on Procured Abortion, n.13, note 19, in AAS 66 (1974).

37 Xem CDF, Donum vitae, 1, n.1, in AAS 80 (12 January 1988).

% Xem Bo Gido Ly & Dirc Tin, Hudn Thi Dignitas Personae (Phdm Gid Con Nguoi) Vé Mot S6
Vin Bé Vé Pao Pirc Sinh Hoc. Ban dich ciia Uy ban Gido 1y Puc tin — Hoi dong Giam muc Viét
Nam
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KET LUAN

Sau khi duyén xét cac ly chung da duoc trinh bay trong bai viét nay, toi cho rang suw
song ciia con ngu’m dwoc bat dau tir gidy phut tring thu tinh va con ngu’m ay la
mot nhan vi ca the mang tinh chit doc nhat vo nhi, va co day di pham gia cia
mot con nguoi, cin phai dwoe tén trong, du “con nguoi 4y” chua co kha ning dé
hién thuc hoa hodc phat trién mot cach déy du va tron ven tat ca cac tiém nang da
dugc phi bam ngay tir gidy phit thu tinh.” Néu chung ta ty dit cau hoi: “Cé khi nao
mdt nhan vi khong phai 14 con nguoi?” Cau tra 16i han nhién 1a khong bao gio. Va
gid nhu ching ta hdi nguoc lai: “Co khi nao mot con nguoi khong phai 14 mot nhan
vi?” Toi gia thiét cau tra 101 s& giébng nhu trén, nghia 13 khong bao gio. Vi 1& d6, ma
t6i cho rang: tat ca phoi nguoi can phai dugc ton trong mdt cach tuyét doi va v
diéu kién. Pong thoi, cac quyén cua phoi can phai dugc cong nhén nhu 1a quyen cua
mot con nguoi, trong do, quyén duoc sdng va quyén bat kha xuc pham dén sy song
cta nhitng con ngudi vo toi, cu thé 13 cac thai nhi trong da me. Piéu nay da duoc
Huén Thi Donum Vitae (Qua ting Sy Song) do Thanh B Gido Ly Puc Tin ban hanh
ngay 22/2/1987 khang dinh.

“Ngay tur glay phiit thy tinh, sw séng ciia moi nguoi phai duoc ton trong cdch
tuyét doi, vi con ngu’o’l la thu tgo duy nhat trén tran gian dwoc Thién Chiia
dung nén vi chinh né, va linh hon ciia méi ngwoi dwoce Thién Chiia tryc tiép
tao thanh.

Con nguoi phai duoc doi xir nhwe mét nhan vi ké tir khi thu tinh, va vi vay cing
tir lic d6 nhan quyén cia né phai dwoc thira nhdn, truée hét la quyén song bat
kha xdm pham cua mot con nguoi vo 1i.”

Thai nhi ty ban chit c6 quyén duge song doé la quyen co ban nhat trong
moi quyén. Bang cach nao dé bao Ve va cd vii tot nhat quyén nay van 1a mot van dé
nan giai. Can phai xac minh 10 rang rang, khoi dau su song cua con nguoi khong phai
1a van dé ton gido ma la van dé thugc khoa hoc. Chic chan gido duc pho thong 1a can
thiét d6i voi van dé khoi diém sy sdng con ngudi. Noi cach khac, nhiém vu dau tién
ctia chung ta 1a chinh phuc trai tim va y kién ctia con ngudi nhd gido duc va thuyét
phuc dé ho hiéu duogc khi nao thi su séng con ngudi bat dau ciing nhu su sai trai cia

http://www.hdgmvietnam.org/huan-thi-dignitas-personae-pham-gia-con-nguoi-ve-mot-so-van-de-dao-duc-
sinh-hoc/137.115.3.aspx (Truy cép, ngay 16/6/2015).

. “Phdm gid nhdn vi phai dwoc cong nhdn noi moi hitu thé nhan linh tir khi thu thai cho 10t lic
chét. Nguyén tdc nén tang nay noi lén thai d¢ hét sirc kinh trong doi véi s song con nguoi va
nguyén tdc dy phdi chiém vi tri trung tam trong suy tu d‘ao dirc vé nghién cvuu y—sinh hoc, von co vai
tro ngdy cang quan trong hon trong thé glO’l ngay nay.” Trich dan tir Huén Thi Dignitas Personae
(Pham Gia Con Nguwoi) Vé Mot S6 Van Pé Vé Pao Pire Sinh Hoc. Ban dich ciia Uy ban Gido 1y

Purc tin — Ho1 dong Giam muc Viét Nam
http:/www.hdgmvietnam.org/huan-thi-dignitas-personae-pham-
hoc/137.115.3.aspx (Truy cép, ngay 16/6/2015).

1a-con-nguoi-ve-mot-so-van-de-dao-duc-sinh-
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viéc nao pha thai. Chung ta c6 nén dau tranh dé thong qua phap luat nham phan dbi
nao pha thai trudc khi c6 duge sw dong tm nhat tri noi xa hoi hay khong? Day 1a mot
van dé nan giai.

Trong khi chung ta tim cach canh bao moi nguoi vé t0i 4c nao pha thai, t61
nghi can phai ghi nh¢ 101 cia Thanh Gido hoang Gioan Phao—16 II. Ngai viét:

“Nhitng quyét dinh di ngwoc lai sw séng déi khi nay sinh tir nhitng tinh hudng
khé khan hodc tham chi tir cdc bi kich vé nhitng dau khé tot cung, sy co don,
hoan todn khéng c6 trién vong kinh té, tuyét vong va lo ling cho twong lai.
Nhitng tinh canh nhie thé cé thé lam giam nhe trach nhiém chii quan & mikc
ddng ké, ciing nhw hdu qua t9i dc kém theo ciia nhitng ngwoi da quyét dinh
nhitng diéu nay, ma ti than né la diéu xau.”*

Noi cach khac, khi chung ta cam két nd lyc bao vé quyén cua nhitng tré em so
sinh chua chao doi, ching ta can nhén thirc dugc rang, phu nit tim dén bién phap nao
pha thai thuong 1a nhitng ngudi can duoc gitp dd; két 61 khong phai 1a mot phuong
thirc mang lai hiéu qua cao. Bén canh do, chiing ta phai tranh tré thanh nhitng nguoi
nhan tam, tu cho minh 1a cong chinh khi muén cai thién nhiing t¢ doan xa hdi.

Kién quyét véi quan diém su sdng con ngudi bat dau tir khi thu tinh va xa hoi
c6 trach nhiém bao vé tré em so sinh chua chao doi, diéu nay khong dong nghia véi
viée su séng con ngudi 13 diéu thién hao tuyét dbi. Su séng con ngudi, du 13 cta dia
bé chua ra doi, ciing can phai dugc duy tri cho dén khi khong thé kéo dai hon nira vé
mat thé 1y. Truyén théng Coéng Gido lién quan dén viéc duy tri su sdng da duogc trién
khai kha day du; néu cac bién phéap duy tri va bao ton su song khong mang lai loi ich
va ¢o hy vong gitip cho bénh nhan dugc binh phuc, hodc ap dit ganh nang qué murec,
ngudi mang bénh chi tir hay ngudi Gy nhiém cta bénh nhan c6 thé duoc phép ngung
ap dung cac bién phap tri liéu y khoa do, ngay ca khi hau qua cua cac quyét dinh s&
dan dén tir vong. Ap dung cac nguyén tac nay trong truong hop tré so sinh hay tr¢
chua ra doi trén thuc té 1a dé xuat kho khin, nhung mot su that cua 101 gido huan cua
chung ta khong nén qua nhin manh nhiam dé bao vé nhitng sy that khac.

T61 hy vong rang tt ca nhirng gi ma ching ta da trinh bay va trao d6i vGi nhau
trong bai viét ndy s& tao nén nén tang vimng chic vé mit luan 1y va né sé tlep tuc la
ngon hai dang soi sang va hudng dan chung ta trong nhimg thao luén ké tiép lién
quan dén su séng cia con ngudi va tinh kha xam pham. Dong thot, t61 cling tin rang
chinh diéu nay s& dong gop tich cyc cho cac cudc thao luan vé van dé pha thai ma toi
hy vong s& c6 co hoi dé trinh bay trong cac bai viét ké tiép. Viéc pha thai hién nay
dang duoc ban tan s6i ndi trén thé gidi, nhat 1a khi phuwong phap pha thai dugc xem
nhu 13 cach dé diéu hoa sinh san hay han ché nan nhan mén. Piéu ‘nay da gay ra rat
nhiéu sy tranh luan va dem lai khé khan cho céc vi lanh dao tinh than trong Gido Hoi
Cong Giao — cling nhu cac Gido HQ1 ban va ca hang ngli gido dan — trong thién chi va

0 See John Paul II, “Gospel of Life (Evangelium vitae),” Origins 24.42 (April 6, 1995): n. 18.
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nd luc tim kiém mot giai phap luan ly thoa dang cho nhitng vin dé nan giai ma ching
ta dang phai duong dau.

Linh muc Tran Manh Hung, STD.
Tac gia giir ban quyén — Copyright©2021 by the Author.



