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MUA NOEL SAU CUNG

Noet - Christmas season — mua Gidng Sinh lai v€ trén toan thé gidi; mang dén cho

nhan loai niém héan hoan, dleu hy vong sau mét ndm lam lyng, vui choi va két tinh than ai
dé don mot nam méi v6i niém tin méi va yéu thwong mai. Mdi mua Giang Sinh ludn 1a
nhu thé.

Riéng t6i, ciing nhu cac dong nién timg séng va hudng nhimg mua Noel dep d& tai Sai
Gon trude 1975 déu khong thé quén nhing gidy phut tuyét voi cua “Dém Thanh V6
Cung”; cling nhu nhing thit vong budn chan cua nhirng mua Noel sau 1975 cho dén bay
gid va khong biét dén bao gio...

Hbi d6, naim 1974, tui t6i 1a nhiing hoc sinh 16p 8, 9 ctia truong dong kha noi tiéng & Sai
Gon: Lasan Taberd — ngdi truong vira ky niém 100 nam thanh l4p rat “xém ty” va “hoanh
trang”. Tu dau thang 12, tiét troi se se lanh mdi budi sang di hoc, mdt khong khi ndo nurc
don chao Noel lan téa toan Sai Gon, dac biét & khu vuc gén truong Taberd, Nha tho Puc
Ba va Buu dién Sai Gon.

MGt ngdi sao 16n, bén trong cd dén néon dé thép sdng vao budi ti, duge dit vao dinh
thap mat trude cua nha thd, hudng vé twong Dlirc Me Maria, nhin ra duong Tu Do (nay 1a
DPong Khoi); voi nhitng day kim tuyén 1ap lanh giing déu ra nim goc. Va, mot “bang—
do—rdon” 16n bén dudi ngdi sao véi hang chit to:

Vinh danh Thién Chua trén troi
Binh an duoi thé cho nguoi thién tam.
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Khong chi khu vuc trung tdm, ma tat ca cac noi trong Sai Gon, dac bi¢t 1a cac nha tho,
truong hoc do cac Cha hodc cac So (soeurs) cai quan diéu hanh déu sim stra, trang tri
thich hgp cho mua 1&. Sai Gon hinh nhur méi hon, twoi hon bdi khong khi va phong canh
ctia mua ky niém Chua ra doi. Ngudi Sai Gon, nam nit gia tré, nhan dip ndy sim sira va
“lén” d dé di choi Noel va ca Tét Tay, Tét Ta lién theo... Nhitng budi toi gan dén Noel,
xe ¢ nuom nuop, phd x4 dong vui, ké mua ngudi ban, khong khi han hoan (ding nghia
“Merry”) tran ngap Sai Gon.

Trudng Taberd tyi tdi, cling nhu cac truong khac, ngoai viéc trang hoang 1& GS, con thi
lam hang d4, thé thao, ca nhac, v€ tranh, Iam bich bdo... Thi¢t 1a vui!

Lép tui t6i quyét doat giai 1am hang d4 nén cb gang lam cho gidng hang Bé—lem, noi
Chiia hai dong ra doi. Ching t6i kiém nhiéu bao xi ming, déan lai bang keo, xit son pha
lodng cho cimg chic sau khi tao hinh 16i 16m gidong nhu céi hang trong héc nai. Tao hinh
xong, xit muc 16m ddm bén ngoai dé tao réu phong. Chuing to1 gop tién mua cac tuong
Chua Hai Pong, Pic Me, Thanh Giu—se, cac muc dong, con bo, con ltra... dat vao tung vi
trf trong hang d4 sao cho tham my va sinh dong. Thang Thai “mén” di qua di lai, miéng
méo méo mim mim nhu 13 suy nghi dit 1am. N6 hét ddi vi tri cac twong qua phia ndy, phia
no roi dit lai chd cii. Thang Nam “Hai lta” thi chip tay sau dit di vong quanh (khéng nhé
n6 da di may chuc vong) gat gui ra vé “commander”. Thang Diing “chu nha” thi tiép nudc
voi lvong thuc cho tui toi...

Hon chyc dira, mdi budi chiéu dén nha thang Diing, nha n rong rii, hi huc 1am, sira roi
lam lai; cho dén khi tat ca vira y méi dem ndp du thi. Ma Diing lam com chi€u rat ngon
cho tat ca. Ba Diing lay xe pick—up chd hang d4 dén truong ndp.

Troi khong phuy long dam “qudy tung” tui t6i. Ngay khi ndp du thi, tui toi biét thé nao
cling co giai thuong vi hang da tyi toi lam “by” nhurt, nhung khong biét giai 1, 2 hay 3 do
khong biét cac hang da khac c6 dep hon ctia minh hay khong.

Budi sang ngay 24 thang 12 nam do; cudi gid hoc, tiéng loa giira san trudng loan bao két
qua du thi: 10p tui t6i doat giai nhat 1am hang da Bé-lem voi s tién thuong 1a $500 dong
cung voi mot dbng sach va, truyen tranh thiéu nhi méi tinh. Ca bon tui t6i ho hét vang
troi roi di mot vong xem céac “tac pham” du thi khac. Dén chiéu soi 1én day kim tuyén 1ap
lanh, ca ddm maoi thay cong trinh” cua minh ding 1a “dep nhat” trong nhom “khong t&”
con lai. Ca bon ngat ngay niém vui, kéo ra ngoai cong truong, “dut” moi dua moét dia goi
kho bo va mot ly ché dau do. Thang Diing con moi tat ca t6i dén nha né an “ré—vay—
dong”. Troi, qua vui!

Tuoi thiéu nién chung t61 nhu vay do: vira hoc vira choi, vira choi vira hoc; dau c6 ngo

rang do6 1a nam sau cung tui minh dugc “choi” Noel! Ai dau biét 30 thang 4 nam 1975

td1, moi ngudi mdt néo cho dén tan bay gio! Con dau thinh am vang vong cuia bai hat:
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Silent night, holy night.

All is calm, all is bright;

Round yon virgin Mother and Child;
Holy infant so tender and mild;
Sleep in heavenly peace;

Sleep in heavenly peace...

Dém Thanh vo cung, gidy phut tung bung;
Pt véi troi se chit Pong;

Dém nay Chiia con than thanh tén tho;

Canh khuya Gidng Sinh trong chon hang liva;
On chdu bau khong bo bén;

Biét tim kiém cua chi dén.

Nhitng nam sau 1975, chién tranh véi Cam—bot rdi Trung cong; kinh té tri tré, doi sé)ng
xudng ddc, chinh tri 4p ché, hang tri€u ngudi bé nudc ra di... An con chua du thi lam gi
c6 Noel; nhac hay trude 1975 bi cam thi & dau ma co6 “Dém Thanh Vo6 Cung”?

Tir d6 dén bay gid, su han hoan trong niém tin va hy vong ciia mdi muia Giang sinh
khong con nira. Khong con su hao hte, vui tuoi that sy trong tim hon va tinh than nguoi
dan don chao Giang sinh, cho dui nhitng nim gan day, chinh quyén c6 phan nio cdi mé
hon. Noel Sai Gon bay gio chi 1a dip cho tudi tré “vui choi nhay muaa” 1a chinh, hoic 1a
dip “adn choi1” ma thoi!

Céc ban dong nién cua to1 khap cac phuong troi o1, to61 “muon” cau chir va y tudng cua
“The last Tango” dé€ lam tya dé€ bai tuy buat hoi trc nay, voi no1 ni€ém chung cua Ira ching
minh: bao gi6 ¢o6 lai mua Noel — The Real Merry Christmas season — nhu xua?
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