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BIET POI THIEN NGA

Gitr gin mot lich su trung thuc cho doi sau

Biét Doi
Thién Nga

Léi gidi thiéu:Sau ddy la bai phat biéu ciia tdc gid tai budi ra mdt séch “Biét Poi Thién Nga” ciia
Thiéu td Nguyé~n Thanh Thuy, Biét Doi Truong Biét Doi Thién Nga thudc Khoi Pdc Biét Luc Luong
Canh Sat Quéc Gia, Viét Nam Cong Hoa; hién la Hoi truong Ké nhiém cia Hoi H.O. Ciru Tro Thuong
Phé Binh & Qua Phu Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Buéi ra madt sach do Héi Canh Sat Quéc Gia VNCH Nam
California té chitc tai Thir Vién Viét Nam, thanh phé Westminster, lic 2 gio dén 5 gio chiéu thir Bay,
mong 7 thang 7, 2018. Chwong trinh gom c¢é phan phdt biéu ciia Pai td Tran Minh Cong, nguyen Vién
Truong Vien CSQG;, tac gia; Nha van Toan Nhu — Nhit Dinh Todn, ciing la dong mon tot nghiép Khoa 1
CSOG voi Thiéu ta Nguyén Thanh Thity; va Nha tho Trach Gam. Bé c¢é sdch, xin lién lac Thiéu td
Nguyén Thanh Thiiy tai thienngathanhthuy@gmail.com hay (714)837-5998, (714)952-5009.

Xin tran trong kinh chao quy vi,

T6i rat han hanh duoc phat biéu d6i 10i trong budi ra mit sach “Biét Doi Thién Nga” hom
nay. Trudc hét, t6i xin chan thanh chic mimg Thiéu t4 Nguyén Thanh Thuy di gop thém
mot st liéu quy bau cho Cong dong ngudi Viét hai ngoai va cho dong lich st dan toc. Toi
xin phép duoc goi Thiéu ta Nguyén Thanh Thuy 13 C6 Thuy cho thin mat. Toi quen Co
Thay d3 hon hai muoi ndm nay, nén tdi biét, quyén sach nay di duoc C6 d3 ap U tir rat
lau, nay méi chinh thirc 4n hanh. Va ciing trong nim nay, gia dinh C6 da ming dén bé
Nathan, chau noi dich ton, chao ddi. Quyén sach nay chinh 1a mot di san thiéng liéng C6
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dé lai cho cong dong va cho con chdu. Mdt lan nira, t6i xin kinh chic mung Co6 va gia
dinh, c6 hai niém vui 16n trong mgt ndm, cung ndi dai doi song va lich st cua nguoi Vigt
ching ta.

Trong phan phat biéu ciia minh, t6i xin phép khong noi nhiéu vé ndi dung ctia quyén sach
dé gitr su thich thi cho doc gia khi doc sach, ma chi xin huéng dén 3 di€m chinh:

1. Thir nhét, nhimg dong gop ciia quyén sach “Biét Doi Thién Nga” vao dong lich sir dan
tdc can dai, va nhat 1a lich st quan sy cua Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa va lich sur cia nguoi Viét
hai ngoai.

2. Thir hai, quyén sach “Biét Poi Thién Nga” gop phan ghi lai kinh nghiém cta nguoi
phu nir trong thoi gian chién tranh Viét Nam, ddc biét 1a nhitng ngudi nit canh sat.

3. Thi ba, quyén sach “Biét Poi Thién Nga” 1a mot di san quy bau cho nhiing thé hé mai
hau.

quyfw Thanh Thiy
RUGc NGAY 70 ThAnGg 4, 1977
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Bier doi Thien NGa NGAY NAO

Nguoi ta thuong noéi, “It’s the text that survives.” Sau khi chung ta ra di, thi chi con chir
nghia & lai. Him chét dé da, nguoi ta chét dé... chir. Chit nghia cta Thiéu ta Nguyén
Thanh Thuay khong chi con lai véi ngudi Viét chiing ta, ma toi mong 1a d6i véi ca nhiing
al quan tam dén lich sir Viét Nam can dai va vai tro cia nguo1 phu nir trong giai doan
nay. Sau day, toi xin néi cach chi tiét vé viéc kinh nghiém lich st c4 nhan cua c6 Thay di
dong gdp cho lich str cia nguoi Viét hai ngoai, khong chi trong sinh hoat tu duy dong
chinh tai Hoa Ky, ma & nhiéu noi trén thé gidi.

Lan dau t6i gap CO Thity 1a cudi thap nién 1990s, khi toi ghé tiém Food-To-Go Thién
Nga nam & goc duong Heil va Brookhurst dé phong van C6 cho Dy an nghién ctru Viét-
MY, Vietnamese American Project, goi tit 1a Du an VAP. Khi d6, t6i dang hoc cir nhan
tai Pai hoc Cal State Fullerton. To61 da dung student loans muon cua chinh phu dé sang
1ap va mot minh thyc hién Dy an VAP tai Trung Tam Lich Su Truyén Khau va Cong
Pong, Center for Oral & Public History, thudc Dai hoc Cal State Fullerton. Sau mot thoi
gian ngan, Dy an da nhan dugc nhiéu su tuéng thuong va giai thuong, giap t6i co thém
ngan sach dé tiép tuc cong viéc. Dy an VAP nham ghi lai lich sir cia Cong dong nguoi
My gbc Viét qua phuong phap Lich su truyén khau (oral history) va nghién ctru truc tiép
trong cong dong (ethnography). Vao thap nién 90, thi nhitng tai liéu vé ngudi My goc
Viét con rat it, va khong c6 nghién citru nao di sat véi kinh nghiém céng ddng nhu Dy 4n
VAP. Trong cong viéc nghién ctru vé ngudi Viét hai ngoai trong 24 nam nay, t6i van
quan tdm dén viéc chay dua véi thoi gian ciia nhig cong ddng di dan méi hinh thanh. Vi
rao can ngdn ngir va van hoa, nhitng sir liéu can thiét va quan trong ciia nhiing cong dong
nay thuong khong duoc thu thép va gitr gin. Cong dong Viét hai ngoai cling vy, van can
rat nhiéu nhitng Dy 4n nghién ctru di sat v6i kinh nghiém cong dong, véi tim tu ctia
nguoi dan, voi lich sir cia mot dan toc. Tam huyét cua t6i van 1a viéc thyuc hién nhiing
Duy 4n nay.

C6 Thuy 12 mot trong nhimg ngudi My gbc Viét dugc t6i phong van nhiéu lan va dua

chung tir cia C6 vao nhiéu tai lidu chuyén dé duoc xuat ban bang tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh

tur nhitng ngay do. Mot bubi chiéu cudi nam 1999, khi toi den tiém Thién Nga Deli, thi

tiém sap dong cira. Chu Long va Co Thity dang loay hoay cét thirc dn va don dep. C6 tuoi
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cudi don toi va moi téi &n mon banh mi chién dd bién ma C6 rat hianh dién khoe 13 ‘mon
dédc san’ cua Co. T61 nong long mudn phong van, nén cam on C6, rdi xin phép bam may
phong van ngay. Thoi do, con dung bang cassette. T61 dem theo cai may thu am Radio
Shack dai ngoang, cur moi 30 phut t61 phai tré mat bang, cir mot tiéng thi dé bang méi vo.
Tuy t6i ludn phong van theo chiéu dai cudc doi ciia mdi ngudi, nhung C6 Thiy da chu
d6ng nhan manh mot diéu (xin trich): “Téi xin noi 14 toi da trai qua & Viét Nam 1a hét 13
nam ti vi toi da lam viéc cho chanh quyén cii voi cip bac Thiéu ta Canh sat Dac biét tir
nam 1965 cho t61 ngay 30 thang tu nam 1975. Va sau do6 thi téi phai ¢ tu cong san tir nam
75 cho t6i thang hai nim 1998.” (hét trich)

T6i d3 trd lai 1an tht hai dé phong van Co6 Thiy, va tiép tuc lién lac voi Co sau khi danh
may cudc phong van va moi Co coi lai 1an cudi trude khi dua vao vin khé 1am tai liu
nghién ctru cho hoc gia & khap noi. Toi d ghi lai kinh nghiém ctia C6 Thuy va dua cudc
phong van véi Co vao nhiéu tai liéu nghién ctru t6i di xuat ban, cling nhu céc sinh hoat
tai cac truong dai hoc va trong cong dong. Xin diém qua mot vai sinh hoat chinh:

1. Nam 2002, trong bai nghién ctru nhan’dé “From Childhood Storytelling to Oral History
Interviews,” do Oral History Review xuat ban vi California University Press.

2. Thang Tu nam 2002, tai Dién Pan Lich Sir Truyén Khéu (An Oral History Ethnic
Forum) voi nhan d€ “Vietnamese Americans: A People Looking Forward” (Nguoi My
Goc Vigt: Mot Dan Toc Bang i Téi) tai Titan Theatre, Pai hoc Cal State Fullerton.

3. Thang Tu nam 2004, trong bai viét “Quan Cam, Str Vang — Orange County, Yellow
History,” doat gidi quan quan trong ky thi nghién ctru thuong nién cua h¢ thong Pai hoc
cong lap CSU.

4. Cubi nam 2004, trong bai nghién ctru “Quan Cam, Str Vang — Orange County, Yellow
History,” dugc chon lam chuong mé dau cho sb dic biét mang tén “Global Perspectives,
Hidden National Treasures, and Local Digital Projects,” do Hoi Van Khé Hoa Ky —
Journal of the Society of American Archivists — an hanh.

5. Thang Tu, nam 2012, Dy an “Thang Tu Pen, Thang Tu Sang” (Black April, Bright
April), néi 1én nhimng tang thuong, mat mat, va hy vong trong doi song tinh cam cua
nguoi Viét hai ngoai qua sy bao tro cta tiéu bang California cho Chuong trinh Bao chi vé
Y té Strc khoe (CEHIF), va do Trudong Bao chi va Thong tin Annenberg ctia Pai hoc
University of Southern California to chuc.

6. Thang Tam nam 2002 va 2013, trong chuong trinh huin luyén mua hé “Southeast Asia
Institute” va “Vietnam Institute” tai Pai hoc Cal State Fullerton danh cho thay ¢6 gido
dang giang day tai cac truong cong 1ap cua My.
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7. Va hang chyc bai phat biéu cua t6i tai cac dai hoi chuyén dé ¢ khap noi trén thé giéi
trong su6t 20 nam qua, tai Hoa Ky va Chau Au, nhu Pai hoc Stanford, Pai hoc
Columbia, Pai hoc USC, Pai hoc UC San Diego, Pai hoc UC Riverside, Pai hoc Old
Dominion, Pai hoc Stockholm va Pai hoc Lunds ¢ Thuy Pién, Pai hoc Klaipeda &
Lithuania, cac dai hoi & Los Angeles, Houston, San Francisco, Salzburg, Berlin,
Stockholm, va rat nhiéu noi khéc.

Kinh thua quy vi,

T61 6n lai chang duong dai hon hai thap nién ma t61 da cung di v6i C6 Thuy trong nghién
ctru vé ngudi My goc Viét, dé cam on Co Thity di cho phép t6i dua lich st ca nhan cua
Co vao dong gop cho dong lich st cua nguoi Viét hai ngoai. Nhung quan trong hon ca,
t6i mubn qua d6 dua ra nhimg thi du ma ching ta c6 thé 1am dé gitr gin mot nén lich sir
chung va trung thyc. Xin moi quy vi cung gitr lai lich st ctia quy vi va gia dinh quy vi
cho chinh con chédu minh. Hay ké cho con chau quy vi nghe vé doi séng cua quy vi, cua
qué huong ngay trudc, cua hanh trinh ty do. Vi cho dén hom nay, dai da sb con em cua
chung ta tai hai ngoai van con rat mo ho vé cudc dau tranh cho tu do dan chu trude 1975
tai mién Nam va hanh trinh tu do tir ngay mién Nam that thi. Hon nita, néu cac em doc
phai nhitng tai lidu ¢b ¥ xuyén tac mién Nam Cong Hoa, thi cic em sé& ¢6 cai nhin sai léch
vé thé hé ong ba cha me, nhat 1a nhirng video va bai viét theo luén diéu tuyén truyén cua
ché d6 hién nay, phi bang quan dan can chinh mién Nam, va vu khéng cho nhirng nguoi
da tan trung voi chinh nghia qudc gia céi toi ‘phan quoc va ‘giét hai dong bao.” Chinh
quyén cong san da d6 ho dat nudc Viét Nam trong gan tam thap nién qua. Xin dung dé
cong san do6 ho tam thuc con em chung ta trong nhitng thap nién téi. Hay cho cdc em mot
di san can thiét nhat, d6 1a mot dong lich str chan chinh va trung thyc.

N-quyénl Thanh Thiy xem
hé so cia ha... 10 Viér Nam

Chung ta dang hién dién tai Little Salgon thu do ty nan cua nguoi Vit hai ngoai. Toi van

wu 4i goi Little Saigon 1a mét ‘phé cd,” vi Tiéu Sai Gon c6 mdt nén van hién va mot lich
Page 5 of 7



sir tiém 4n ma m5i chung ta déu c6 mot phan trong d6. Ma khong chi Little Saigon ciia
Quan Cam, ma tat ca nhimg Sai Gon Nho va nhiing khu sinh hoat cua nguoi Viét & khap
noi trén thé giéi, noi giir hon nguoi va tinh dat Viét, van bung né mudn sac sau hon bbn
thap nién khai mach trén xur nguoi. Piéu quan trong 13 cong dong ngudi Viét hai ngoai
can chii dong trong viéc viét va giit lai lich sir ctia chinh minh cho con chau doi sau, ma
khong chi lich sir hai ngoai, ma cd mot dong lich st chan chinh cta dan toc Viét Nam.
Lich su khong thudc vé ké thang hay ngudi thua, ma thudc vé su that. Trong bai nghién
ctru chuyén dé “Quén Cam, Str Vang — Orange County, Yellow History,” t6i da dung
nhirng ching tir cia nhleu c4 nhan khac nhau dé ghi lai mot phan lich sir ctia Quan Cam.
Pay 1a mot viéc tuy tén cong nhung ai cling co thé lam trong kha ning ctia minh. Trong
cac khoa Tu nghiép Viét Ngir trong cong dong cting nhu trong cac chuong trinh tu nghiép
su pham cho thay co giao truong cong lap, toi déu khuyen khich thay co ra dé tai cho cac
em viét vé lich sir gia dinh, dé chinh cic em s& tim hiéu va gin bo véi gia dinh va cong
ddng hon.

T6i mubn noi viée giit gin lich st cua cong ddng va cua tirng gia dinh 1a mot trach nhiém
clia moi ngudi va mdi ngudi chiing ta, nhat 1a nhitng thé hé sinh trudng trudc va ngay sau
cot mdc 1975. Toi chu truong dua ra kinh nghiém cua thé hé di trudc, nhu mot cudc hanh
huong cho thé hé di sau va tit ca nhitng ai quan tam, cung tim vé mot mién dat da nhiéu
1an bi ché d6 toan tri niém phong. Chung ta tim vé, dé thtr nhat, truy nhan mot mang lich
su dau thuong, khong chi cho nhig ai bi doa day, tru ddp, ma cho ca mot dan toc phai
trai qua nhiing ngay thang nhu thé. Thir hai, chiing ta tim vé, 1a dé bay to sy biét on véi
thé hé di trudc. Néu thé hé cha me, 6ng ba di khong kién tri, vuot kho timg ngay, thi
khong biét thé hé chung toi dang troi dat noi ndo trong thé ky 21 nay. Thit ba, chung ta
tim vé, 13 dé dua ra anh sang nhitng sy that ma vi tdn toan cua kiép tha phuong, vin chua
duoc to bay sau hon bdn thap nién bi chon giéu. Toi biét, rat nhidu bac ong ba cha me da
ra di, va ching tir ciia ho da mai mai di vao long dat.

CAC Thién Nga duac Hon CANli SAT Ouﬁc Gm
Vink Danh 1RONG NGAY RA MAT SAch
BIET POl THIEN NGA
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Nhung trén hét, chung ta tim vé, 1a dé di tim cong bang va cong 1y — cho du n6 1a mot anh
cong ly tir xa — cho nhiing vi da qua nhimg nam kho sai cta hoa 10, cho nhirng con dén
Viét da séng qua cai thoi 6 nhuc hau chién 4y. Su cong bang nam & chd 13 cudi cung,
tiéng noi ctia ho duogc thé hé di sau gin giit va tran trong, va dua vao nhirmg dién dan thé
gioi. Cong ly o chd nhiing bat cong ho chiu va nhirng kinh nghiém thtra chét thiéu song
duoc nhic lai, dé moi ngudi cung soi roi, va cung thay minh trong d6, cho phép nguoi.
Viét khap noi trén thé gidi c6 thé gan bo véi nhau qua viée 6n lai lich str, nhu qua quyén
“Biét Doi Thién Nga” ma chiung ta duoc don nhan hom nay.

Mot 14n nita, toi xin chuc mimg Thiéu t4 Thién Nga Nguyén Thanh Thuy. Xin chan thanh
cam on quy vi da theo ddi. Xin tran trong kinh chao.

Trangdai Glassey-Tranguyén i N
Hinh: Trangd Olivier Glassey-Tranguyén; Benjamin Vii
Nguon: Tac gia gui

)

Fe

Nguon: Internet eMail by MN D6 Nhue Quyén chuyén

Dang ngay Thir Ba, August 7, 2018
Ban Ky Thudt Khoa 104-72/SQTB/PD, BD11/TDIND, QLVNCH
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