Tuy Bat
Chu dé: Vuot Bién
Tac gia: Lé Thanh Tung
CAU CHUYEN VUOQT BIEN
TU THU DO SAI GON
Ban Viét nglr

PHAN 1 — Poan Vin nay di dugc dang trén:

— Tép San Biét Dong Quan s6 50, thang 5/2017, tai Cali, USA. Moi lan phat hanh, Tap
San BPQ in 3,000 (ba ngan) so, gdi dén cac doc gia khap Nam Chau, Bon Bién.

— Web HON-VIET UK ONLINE tai Anh Qudc (vo Google danh hang chit ndy, bai vé
rat nhiéu va gia tri).

Vai loi phi 1§:

— Nhitng 16i chia budn nay di “hé 16” cau chuyén vuot bién tim ’tu.’ do ngay tai Thu b6
Sai Gon, da dugc gitr kin hon 37 ndm, theo ngudi trong cudc, néu noi ra som s¢ émhq
huong dén nhitng nguoi di sau, bon cong an ct vo biét du’oc s& dé dang “tom” tron 0.
Nay “phong trao” vuot bién tim tir do khong con nira, nén “cau chuyén” nay duoc ké lai
ti mi, rd rang ting giai doan, trudc 1a dé ghi lai cong on ctru tir cua vi dai an nhan, Dr.

Rupert Neudeck, sau 1a @& quy doc gia Tap Chi Dan Vin, cing ban bé, than hiru cing
chiém nghiém va thudng 1am.

Kondolenz von Le Thanh Tung aus Bochum
In tiefer Trauer:

Dr. Rupert Neudeck, Griinder der Hilfsorganisation Cap Anamur zur Rettung der
vietnamesischen Bootsfliichtlinge, ist am 31.5.2016 von uns gegangen.

Durch seine selbstlose und unermiidliche Arbeit ist Herr Dr. Neudeck:

— fiir die vietnamesischen Katholiken ein Heiliger

— fiir die vietnamesischen Buddhisten ein Bodhisattva.

Die Hilfsorganisation Cap Anamur hat auf dem siidchinesischen Meer iiber 11.300
Menschenleben gerettet. Heute, nach tliber 37 Jahren, verdanken ihm mehr als 70.000
vietnamesischstiimmige Mitbiirger ein Leben in Freiheit und Demokratie in Deutschland.

Moge die Seele Dr. Neudecks schnell ins Nirwana gelangen.
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In ewiger Dankbarkeit...
Le Thanh Tung und Familie

... geflohen von Saigon iiber Vung Tau am 26.4.1980, von der Cap Anamur am 1.5.1980
um 10.47 h gerettet

Tam dich: Phan Uu cua Lé Thanh Tung, tinh Bochum.
Vo6 cung xuc dong dugc tin:

Tién si Rupert Neudeck, sang 1ap t6 chtrc Cap Anamur vét ngudi Viét vuot bién tim tu
do, da trd v€ vdi cat bui, ngay 31/05/2016.

Viéc 1am nhéan dao cta Tién si Neudeck,

— dbi voi dao Cong Gido, 6ng 1a mdt vi Thanh.

— d6i v6i dao Phat, ong 1a mot vi B6 Tat.

Cap Anamur da ciru vt hon 11,300 nguoi trén bién Pong, nay sau 37 nam, than nhan
doan ty va trudng thanh nang tong s6 1én hon 70,000 nguodi dang sinh song trong Tu Do
va Dan Chu tai nudc Duec.

Nguyén cau linh hén TS Neudeck sém vé nuée Thién Pang.

DPong kinh bai.

L& Thanh Tung va gia dinh

Pi vuot bién bang thuyén, tir Thit D6 Sai Gon, di dudng song ra cira bién Viing Tau ngay
26/04/1980, dugc con tau Cap Anamur ctru vét lac 10 gio 47 phut, ngay 01/05/1980...

Véo thap nién 80 cta thé ky trudc, viéc vuot bién tim Ty Do ngay tai Sai Gon, rat kho

thuc hién, vi lic d6 bon phi quyén con kiém soét chit ché, cong an khu vuc ludn ludn

“dom ngd” nha dan. Viéc “di ban chinh thirc” do cong an t6 chirc ciing khong con ram rd

nhu cac nam 1978—1979. Ké tir ngay hé 16 chuyén vuot bién bang ghe ngay tai Thu Do
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Sai Gon, cho dén bay gio, cting khong thay c6 ghe thir hai, nhu vdy, trong lich st thuyén
nhan, chi c6 duy nhat mot chiéc thuyén chd 45 nguoi ra di, Xuat phat ngay trén song rach
ctia Tha D6 Sai Gon, va bay gid, nguoi t6 chuc chiée thuyén nay ké lai dé cong hién cing
ban doc, than hiru xa gén.

Ly do t6i ghi 15 trong ban Phan Uu, 13 mong mudn duogc “két ban” véi nhitng ngudi ciing
t6 chtrc vuot bién bang thuyén ngay tai Sai Gon nhu toi.

Khéng c6 ai di bang ghe tir Sai Gon lién lac voi ti, nhung c6 rat nhidu email mudn toi
viét lai viéc t6 chirc nay do hiéu ky va to mo, nhu vay trong lich st thuyén nhan Boat
People chi doc nhat mot chiéc thuyén do toi 1am, di tir song Sai Gon ra clra bién Viing
Tau. buong b6 Sai Gon—Viing Tau dai 120km, duong song twong dwong hodc dai hon
nhung quanh co vang lang, tau tuan cong an lic nio ciing chay t61 chay lui dé kiém soat
va lam tién cac ghe thuyén chuyén ché hang hoa, do d6 phai can trong sudt cudc hai
hanh. Cong an chin xét ma trén ghe day nguoi, coi nhu xong, tit c vao “nha da”, nguoi
t6 chtrc khong c6 ngay vé. Toi dung chién thudt nhu khi di hanh quan diét Viét cong, mot
xudng tam ban, chay may dudi tom, loai ghe nay chay rat nhanh, khong c6 mui, ding lam
tién sat chd 2 ngudi, chay trudc khoang 1 hai 1y, gip tau tudn, quay lai, bAm dén pin dé
1am hiéu bao dong, d6 1a 1an thw 3, di ban dém. Khi thdy c6 dén hiéu, chiéc thuyén chinh
ch¢ nguoi phai 1€ ngay vao con rach gan nhat, tron trong do6, chd ghe tién sat tham thinh,
thiy an toan méi cho tiép tuc 1én duong.

Téi ciing chan thanh ta 16i cung cac ban bé than thiét tir ngdy gip nhau trén nudc Dic, 37
nam qua, trong luc “tra du tiru hau” chi toan cc chién hiru thiét than, nhung t6i cling
khong hé néi vé cau chuyén vuot bién ngay tai Thit D6 Sai Gon, nhu ngudi “hang x6m”
tai khu Hoa Hung, 14 anh Nguyén Hiru Huan, ngudi dugc Cap Anamur vét trude toi, da
gip nhau trén boong tau vao thang 5/1980 tai cang Singapore, ciing khong hé nghe t6i noi
vé con thuyén di duong séng tir Sai Gon ra cira bién Viing Tau... So di toi giit kin “nhur
bung” 1a vi “ndi ra”, bon cong an cong san biét duoc, sé tom tron 6 nhiing nguoi di sau,
néu ho ciing lam nhur t6i.

Cap Anamur di ctru vot thuyén nhan nhu sau:

— Cap Anamur 1 gdm nhiéu chuyén, tir thang 9/1979 dén thang 05/1982, v6t duge 194
ghe, 9507 nguoi.

— Cap Anamur 2, tir thang 03/1986 dén thang 06/1986, vot dugc 18 ghe, 888 ngudi.

— Cap Anamur 3, tir thang 04/1987 dén thang 06/1987, vot duge 14 ghe, 905 ngudi.

Téng cong 3 lan ra khoi, Cap Anamur da vot duge 226 thuyén, 11,300 nguoi. O déy ciing
xin noi ro, tat ca cac thuyén nhan dudi 18 tuoi déu duoc bao 1anh doan tu gia dinh, chinh

phu Ptrc chi trd moi chi phi cho viéc doan tu nay. To1 dem di 2 dra chau, mot dra goi 1a
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chii rudt, mot dira goi 1a o rudt, ca 2 dira da bao lanh cha me, anh chi em, mdi gia dinh 7
nguoi, chung t6i khong phai tra mot chi phi nao cho tién vé may bay doan tu, dit chan
dén nudc Drc, moi nguoi dugc lanh trg cép dé sinh séng ngay. Nhiéu nguoi thay nudc
buc “cuu mang” va mo rong long nhén, déu noi 14 nhitng thuyén nhan nay dé boc diéu
moi duge huong nhing may man nhu thé, cong on clru tir cia vi n nhan, 6ng Thanh
Neudeck s€ song mai trong long chiing t61, nhimg nguoi phai tir bo ché do cong san doc
tai, khat mau ra di, chin phan chét, chi c6 mot phan séng mong manh. Sau 37 nim (1979-
2016), sb nguoi doan tu, sb nguoi truong thanh 1ap gia dinh, sinh con d¢ cai, nang con s6
1én khoang 70,000 nguoi, trong do co rat nhiéu gia dinh, cic con em ho déu thanh dat
trén budc dudng hoc van, nhu gia dinh anh chi Nguyén Dtic Truy, ca 5 chau, 3 trai 2 gai
déu dd dat, dua thi Bac si, dua thi K¥ su, dua thi Dugc si. Gia dinh anh chi L& Thanh
Tung & Bochum, 4 chéau gai déu xong bac Pai Hoc, di lam, co dia vi ngoai xa hoi, moi
chau hoc mot nganh nghé khéac nhau. Pac biét, ghe cua to61 c6 anh Truong Ngoc Thanh,
da tbt nghi¢p Ky su Pha Tho, khi dén D, di hoc lai, tdt nghiép Béc si, hi€én mo phong
mach tai Tinh Minden, Tiéu Bang NRW, Germany. Anh Nguyén Hiru Hoang, K¥ su Dia
Chét tai VN, qua Duc, hoc lai, thanh Béac siY khoa, dang hanh nghé tai mot nha thuong &
tinh Menden, con gia dinh anh Pham Van Ho4, da bi 3 ghe hai tac bao vay, stra soan tdn
cong, thi Cap Anamur dén ctru kip, 2 chau gai ctia anh Hoa luc d6 méi 4,5 tudi, nay da
t6t nghiép Pai Hoc, chau Thanh Trc, mot nit Lut su tré, d3 lam MC cho budi khanh
thanh tuong dai thuyen nhan nam 2009, tai hai cang Hamburg. Pac bi¢t hon nita, mdt
thuyén nhan di tr& thanh Duogc si Trung ta trong quan doi Puec, d6 1a Anh Lé Vinh Hiép,
con nhiéu diéu ky thi ma ching ta chua biét duwoc nhu PP Thich Hanh Gio1, Try Tri
chua Vién Giac, 1a mot Boat People, t6t nghiép Pai hoc Pirc, xudng toc di tu duge Su
Phuy Thich Nhu Pién cho qua An D du hoc, dau bang Tién si Phat Hoc. T6i chi ké ra
nhimg truong hop dién hinh, chac chan con rat nhiéu cac con chau di dat dugc thanh qua
rat tot dep trong lanh vuc hoc vén, riéng dao Cong gido da co thém nhiéu Linh muc,
nhimg vi ndy dugc Cap Anamur vét ngoai bién Pong, di tu trd thanh céc vi lanh dao tinh
than trong Gido hoi Cong gido, toi quen biét than thiét véi vai vi Linh muc, du toi khong
phai la tin hiru.

PHAN 2
1. TIM PUONG RA DI.

Thim thoat song voi loai quy do da gan 5 nam, nhét 1 sau ngdy me t6i mat, 08/02/1979,
cang thuc ddy t6i quyét tim tim kiém mot 16i thoat, 3 dtra con gai cua toi khong thé nao
hoc 1én dugc, vi voi ly lich, cha 1a dan di cu 54, s quan Quan Lyc Viét Nam Cong Hoa,
con céi chic chan bi “tru dap” trong cai guong may “xét Iy lich 3 doi, hdng hon chuyén”.
C4 nhan t6i, dugc lvu dung 1am viée tai Sai Gon Thiy Cuc, nay d6i tén 1a Cong Ty Cap
Nudc, dén thang 06/1976, bi cudng bach cho nghi viéc dé di kinh té méi, cac hau qua do
ché d6 méi danh cho t6i da tir tir phu chup 1én cude séng gia dinh t61, day 1a mot su tra
thi hén ha ma ché do phi quyén ludn ludn tuyén truyén, 1a khoan hong, nhan dao véi
ngudi ché do cii, toi bi thuong, giai ngi, trd thanh Thuong Phé Binh voi cap do tan phé
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70%, vura kip lic Sai Gon Thuy Cuc, mét co quan tu tri, luorng bong cao hon 1u:0’ng trung
Gy Quén Lyc VNCH, thi tuyén nhan vién, ngach kiém soat vién kiém thau ngan vién, toi
ndp ho so, kém cac huy chuong dé dugc wu tién, thém diém. Két qua toi dau dau trong 5
nguoi va lam viée tai khu Cho Lén, sau 3 thang t6i xin doi vé khu Sai Gon, gan nha hon.
Sai Gon Thuy Cuc c¢6 3 khu chinh 1a Sai Gon, Chg Lén, Gia Binh va nha may nudc Thu
brurc. Sau ngay 30/04/1975, bon “rang den ma tau” tiép thu Sai Gon Thuy Cuc, chiing ddi
tén 1a Cong Ty Cap Nudc, van 1am viée nhu cil, ching giao cho t6i 2 ngudi méi tir ngoai
Bic vao, dé chi dan cho ho, t6i ¢ chit nghi ngai, nhung khong chi bao cho ching, thi co
thé bi ky luat, t6i va cac nhan vién dugc luu dung phai “hoc tap cai tao” 1 thang tai co
quan, man khoa duoc cip glay chiing nhan, t61 dung glay ching nhan nay, sau khi bi cho
nghi viéc, di khap cac tinh mién Ty, tim duong vuot bién. Thoi budi nhidu nhuong, séng
trong mot xa hoi 14y “Itra d6i” 1am kim chi nam, rt nhiéu ngudi mat vang ma khéng di
duoc, con bi vao tu, di dau cling nghe, nguoi nay nguoi kia vira bi gat, du thé, toi ciing
khong nan. Trong gia toc c6 mot vi thong gia voi nhac phu cuia to1, lam nghé danh c4 tai
Viing Tau, t0i va nguoi anh d6ng hao, da ra Viing Tau, ngti dém tai nha vi thong gia nay,
dé tinh chuyén ra di, nhung khong thanh, vi thong gia khong dam chira chép s nguoi tir
Sai Gon ra day, chi ngu lai mot thoi gian rat ngan, ly do cong an khu vyc tai xom chai
nay nhu con cu vo, lic nao cling “lung xuc’ khap trong x6m, nguoi la xuét hién 1a bj xét
hoi ngay. Puong di tir bii sau Viing Tau khong thé nao thue hién dugc v6i ngudi tir noi
khac dén. Trén duong tr& vé Sai Gon, ching t61 ghé chg Rach Dira, Ba Ria, tham mdt
ngudi ban, anh nay cho biét nhimg khé khin ma bon cong an kiém soat cac khu xom dé
dang dem ghe thuyén ra bién, n6i chung, nhitng thén x6m gan bo bién déu dugc vao sd
“bia den”, bon cong an khu vuc luoén luén “dé mat” dén. Viéc mua “bai” néu ém xuéi thi
an toan cho ngudi ra di, nhung nhiéu khi vi “tranh an”, ching n6 “dam da” 1an nhau ma
chu ghe lanh du, nguoi di mat vang bac ciing khong dam “t cao” hay thua goi gi ca.
Thang chau ré t6i ké vé chuyén ra di ctia né nam 1979, di xe do ra Viing Tau, c6 nguoi
dan duong téi khu danh ca Phudc Tinh, di chuyén ban ngay, khong 1én lat, néi chuyén 6n
ao nhu cai cho, thanh nién mdi ngudi vac mot bao bd 16n kinh sach Phat Gido, trong s6
nguoi di chung ¢6 Ni C6 Thich Nir Di¢u Hanh, nay dang tru tri mdt ngdi chua tai
Barntrup, Dtic Quéc, s6 kinh sach va Tuong Phat do s6 thanh nién cta ni c6 vac dem
theo. Pay 1a chuyén vuot bién dd dugc mua “bii” khong so bi cong an bat giit, rit an toan
xubng ghe dé ra khoi.

T6i c6 anh ban tén Dwong Phuc, vo 13 Vii Thanh Thuy, 14 1an méi di duoc, bay gid hai
Vo chong dang lam Dai Phat Thanh tai Houston, Texas, nho gia dinh bén vg di trudc, goi
d6 la vé& nén mdi c6 tién dé tra cho 13 1an ra di khong thanh, lan th&r 14 moéi ra khoi duoc,
thi lai bi tau hai tac cudp boc that da man, khing khlg:p. Duong Phuc va Vi Thanh Thuy
da viét hoi ky “TINH YEU NGUC TU & VUGQT BIEN” ghi lai tat ca cac dién bién cudc
vuot bién tim tu do ctia doi minh.

T61 bon ba khap cac tinh sat bo bién thudc ving bon, nhung vi khong cé ngudi quen nén
viéc to chuc ra di khong thuc hién dugc, sau bon thang, trd lai Sai Gon dé tim duong
khac.
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T6i ghé tham thuc phu tai trai Khuong Viét, Ngd Ba Ong Ta, thim t6i héi tham viéc ra di
nhu thé nao, t6i cho biét tinh hinh chung rat kho khan vi viéc lira gat trong chuyén vuot
bién xay ra qua nhiéu, khong biét ai that ai gia, tién mat tit mang. Thim toi cho biét,
nguoi hang xom sat canh nha c6 ngudi chu, dng ay co chlec thuyén chay tir Sai Gon ra
Viing Tau, chat cui ¢ rung dem ve ban sinh song ca nha, may dtra con lai ghe tur sau
30/04/1975 den by gi® nén rat ranh dudng di trén song, biét chd ndo c6 tram kiém soat
dé tranh né, gidng nhu di trén duong bo vay. Ping 1a “buon ngu gip chiéu manh”, nho
thim t61 gidi thi€u véi ong Son hang x6ém, va xin truc tlep gap ong Hoang Van Van
nguoi co chiéc ghe chit cii, ngay gio hen gip sé cho biét sau, toi ra vé, dung ngay hen,
t6i dén, cude gap gd than mat tai nha 6ng Son, 6ng Van va t6i da thoa thuén, phid to6i bo
tién mua ghe, mua may va moi chi phi khac, phia 6ng Véan duoc di ca gia dinh, khong
phai dong gop gi ca vi nha qua nghéo, vo 6ng Van da chét, ong & vay nudi dan con hon
muoi dua.

2. GIAI POAN MUA THUYEN, MUA MAY.

Nguoi con trai truong cua 6ng Van la Hoang Van Su dé dwa t6i 1én Thu Duc dé mua
thuyen chiéc thuyén dai 11 mét, ngang 3 mét, khong c6 may moc gi ca, con t6t, chéc
chén, thuyén nay chi di trén song, mi bau, nghe noéi thuyén di bién phai dong mii Thai
Lan m&i ché song dugc, néu 1a mii di bién, cong an s& “hoi ‘tham” ngay, t61 quyét dinh
mua chiéc ghe nay véi gia 5 lugng vang, chu thuyén viét glay tay ban cho t61, khong co
thi thuc gi ca, t61 phai nho chiéc ghe cua 6ng Van 1én kéo vé cot dang sau nha 6ng Van,
nam sat con kinh Nhiéu Loc, khiic 4p Hoa Binh, gan Ngi Ba Ong Ta.

Mudn vuot bién phai gin may Yamaha mot “block™ hodc 16n hon, toi di tham do nhiéu
nguoi co ghe thuyen chuyén cho tu Vung bbn vé Sai Gon va nguoc lai, may man c6 vi
gidi thiéu to1 véi “chi Bay Cho quan”, nha trudc Bénh Vién Chg Quan, sau nha 1a con
rach chay dai dén cau chtr Y va cau Rach Ong. T6i trinh bay thang v&i cha Bay, t6i ¢6 ¥
dinh ra di va nho cha ay lo chuyén lap rap may, chi Bay bao dem chiéc ghe neo ngay sau
nha dé chu xem xét, ngay hom sau t6i tr¢ lai voi chiéc thuyén va cot ngay dudi chan cot
nha cht Bay, sdng véi Cong san 5 nam, toi biét 1ong ngudi dan Sai Gon, ai ai ciing chan
ghét bon “rang den ma tu” nén khong ngan ngai néi thang ¥ dinh “vuot bién tim ty do”
vO1 nguoi ddi dién, ctr 1§y cai “tam that” dé cu xr, chinh vi ban tinh cta t6i luc nao cling
thity chung véi moi ngudi, nén ké tir ngdy 1am to Tap Chi Dan Vin, di iy but hiéu 1a Ly
Trung Tin. Chi Bay xem xet chiéc ghe, cho biét con kha tét voi kich thude nay thi chi
gan may Yamaha dau bac 1 block thoi, toi dong y voi loi cb van ciia chi1, hom sau nira,
to1 giao 5 lugng vang la cho chu Bay, khong can viét gidy bién nhan gi ca, d6i xir bang
tam long chan that gitra 2 bén, nhiing chuyén 1am co tinh cach “bat hop phap” ma doi hoi
“gidy to” thi la d& khong tin nhau rdi, bon phi quyén biét dugc thi ca 2 phia déu “mac
617, chi bang ta ctr d6i dai thyc tim cua nhitng ngudi bi ap ché boi cuong quyén. Thoi
gian khoang 1 tuan 18 s& rap mdy xong, hang ngdy toi déu ghé cha Bay, 1an nao ong ciing
dai t61 bita com that chan tinh, cang néi chuyén cang thiy hop tinh nhau, nhit 1a cac nhan
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xét vé cai ché do nay, t6i md 1oi moi chii Bay cung ra di véi toi, nhung cha tir chbi chd
chuyén di ctia dong ho chu, va chi chiic toi gdp duoc nhiéu may mén khi ra khoi. Ping 7
ngdy sau, viéc rap may hoan tat, chi Bay hen ngay gio cho ghe chay thir, xong xudi toi
giao ghe cho cdu em vo 1a Tran Vin Vinh giit va lai, dé thuc hién cac giai doan ké tiép.

PHAN 3
3. CHON NGUOI THAN TiN - HQC CAN BAN HAI QUAN.

Mua ghe, rap may xong, phai c6 nguoi tin cdy, than tin giir ghe, méi ¢ thé tién hanh
tung budc, to1 phai ¢ trén “bo” dé “tinh toan” moi chuyén. To6i c6 5 cau em vo déu da
truéng thanh, chi riéng cau ut Tran Hoang Minh dang phai di “nghid vu quén sy” déng
bén Cao Mién, 4 cau kia dang song tai Sai Gon va Bién Hoa. T6i 1a con trai Gt, chi c6 mot
ngu:0’1 em thic ba nhung cht nay con ham chot, khong thé giao cho nhirng viéc hé trong,
cudi cung t6i chon cau em Tran Van Vinh, hai anh em di uéng ca phé, toi ri Vinh tham
gia chuyén vuot bién tim tu do bang thuyén ngay tai Sai Gon, Vinh khéng do du ciing
khong thac mac, dong y di vai t61, nhu vay, yén tdm mot viéc, da co ngudi than tin “cat
rudt” dé gitr chiéc ghe trong sudt thoi gian cho doi ngay gio khoi hanh, t61 dan Vinh dem
ghe chay “di lai” trén song Sai Gon ra dén cira bién Viing Tau, quan sat va nim viing
nhimg dia diém ma tau tudn céng an chin xét trén séng, mot thoi gian sau Vinh cho biét
da “thudc” duong di trén séng, giéng nhu di trén bo, chd nao ¢ tau tuan, chd nao hay bi
chan xét, cach tranh né chiing nhu thé nao Vinh déu da nim rd.

Cu khoang mot tuan vé lai Sai Gon, 1én bo mua thuc phém cho viéc an uéng, roi xué)ng
thuyén di ra Viing Tau chit vai bo cti chd vé Sai Gon cho gia dinh 6ng Hoang Vian Van.
Trén thuyén lac nao ciing c6 it nhat 2 thuy thua 1ai ghe, 1a Hoang Van Quynh va Tran Vin
Vinh, hoac Hoang Van Muc, Tran Vin Vinh, thinh thoang c6 thém Lé Quang Dinh, em
thuc ba, di theo cho quen “séng gi6”, cac ngudi con trai 6ng Van da thay nhau di cap va
chi bao Tran Van Vinh diéu khién chiéc thuyén that nhuan nhuyén, du truéc dé6 Vinh
chua hé chéo ghe trén séng rach. E kip 1ai thuyén dd day du, nhung ngudi chi huy phai c6
su hiéu biét ti thiéu vé bién ca, t6i nghi ngay dén chu em Nguyén Gia Bao, em rudt
ngudi ban than cing khoa si quan Thu Pire voi t6i, chii Bao tot nghiép khoa 24 ST Quan
Hai Quan Nha Trang, chi bi di tu cai tao hon mdt ndm thi dugc tha Ve, dang sé)ng chung
v6i gia dinh c6 ngudi chi dau 1a em két nghia cua toi, khi ¢6 em nay 1én tham toi trén
trudng Si Quan Thu Pic, t6i da gidi thiéu cho Nguyén Thién Tudng, ngudi ban than, anh
rudt Nguyén Gia Béo, sau d6 nén duyén vo chong, lic méin khoa Tudng chon Thiét Giap,
t6i lya Biét Dong Quan. Tir ngdy ra truong thang 1/1968, cach Tét Mau Than 18 ngay,
Tuong va t6i di hanh quan lién mién, dra & Quan Poan 2, dira thudc Quan Poan 3, t61 du
tran Mau Thén ngay tai Cho Lon, Tudng thi con dang hoc khoa cin ban Thiét Giap, hai
dtra khong gap duoc nhau 1an nao ca, réi ngay 30/04/1975 ap dén, Tudng trong trai cai
tao, t6i bi thuong tré thanh Thuong Phé Binh trudc Hi¢p Dinh Paris nén khong phai di tu
cai tao, chi hoc tap 1 thang tai co quan dang lam viéc 1a Sai Gon Thuy Cuc.
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Nam 2010 nhan dip sang Cali dy Pai Hji ky niém 50 nam thanh 13p binh ching Biét
bong Quan/Quan Lyuc Viét Nam Cong Hoa, t61 da lam mot vong cac Tiéu Bang tham ban
bé, than nhan, & Thanh phé Camden, NJ gap Tran Vin Nam, nguodi anh em déng hao, bi
Viét cong day ra Bac hon 8 nam, bay gid “téi ngay” di biéu tinh chéng Cong san tai New
York, Washington véi chiéc xe lan va 14 co vang ba soc do, bay qua Orlando, Florida,
tham gia dinh Nguyén Thién Tuong ma tir ngdy man khoa 25 Si Quan Thu Duc, thang
01/1968, dén bay gio thang 07/2010 moi gap lai, hon 42 nam, vat d6i sao doi, bi day doa
boi bon nguoi cam thu, nay co dip trung phung, nhiing ky niém dugc nhic dén nhu mot
phan ky trc trong cudc séng, chuyén bay ké tiép dua vo chong t6i dén Thanh Phd Denver,
Tiéu Bang Colorado, hoi ng voi Huynh Lap Quoc t6i va Quéc cung khoa Tha P, chi
co2 thang vé Tiéu Poan 51 Biét Pong Quan, nén rat than nhau, ti bi thuong, giai ngi,
Qudc tiép tuc trong quan ngtl dén ngay tan hang, toi khong hé biét tin Qudc ra sao sau
thang 4 den, Qudc nguoi Soc Trang, t61 ¢ Sai Gon, bat tin nhau tir ngay 1t “rang den ma
tAu” chiém tron mién Nam, m&i may nam nay thoi, nho co Tong Hoi Biét Pong Quan, toi
moi lién lac dugce voi Qudc va ri nhau cung vé du Pai Hoi tai Cali.

Luac nay Tuong con dang bi giam trong trai cai tao thugc vung 2, t61 dén tham vo con
Tuong, gap Bao, téi nho Bao xudng nha chi dan cac diéu can ban khi di bién, Bao s6t
sang moi ngay chay xuong nha t61, dong kin cin phong va hudéng dan that ti mi vé coi sao
trén troi, do tdc do chiée ghe, tinh do giat cua song, cach xem Hai Do Hai Ban... sau mot
tuan, nhitng diéu cin ban trén t6i d3 ndm virng, du sao toi cing da t6t nghiép si quan Bo
Binh, viéc coi ban dd, dia ban khong thanh van dé, khi dugc Bao, mot Hai Quan Thiéu uy
chi dan, 14 hap thu dugc ngay nhitng diéu cin ban khi di bién, ké tir dy toi vitng tin hon
dé dem con thuyén bé nhé vuot bién tim tu do, tim sy séng trong cai chét, khi ra di moi
nguoi déu biét, thap phﬁn hiém nguy, 9 phﬁn chét chi co 1 phan song rat mong manh. Toi
biét on sy hudng dan rat tan tinh cua Nguyen Gia Bao khi Bao dich than xuong chiéc ghe
tai bén Bach Dang de do. tdc do con thuyén, rdi chay thir mot khoang rat dai, giai nghid
cin k& cac diéu t6i hoi vé di bién vai con thuyén nhé bé nay, di nhién véi Bao thi tau sat
méi dung tiéu chuan dé ra khoi. T6i moi Bao cung di voi t6i, nhung me Bao khong mudn
vi trong gia dinh vira ¢ chuyén dau budn, 2 dira em ctia vo Tuong vuot bién, chlec ghe
b1 séng danh vao bai san ho, ca thuyen chi ¢4 2 ngudi con song nén mai co tin vé nha,
nhimg truong hop chét hét ca ghe thi rt nhiéu, ma ching ta thdy ding tin trén bao tim
than nhan vuot bién, khong co tin trc gi vé chuyén di, boi ca thuyén dé chim vao long
bién ca, khong con ai sdng sot, chua ¢ co quan, bao chi truyen thong nao cua thé gisi
thong ké twong ddi chinh xac du’oc sO ngudi chét trén bién Pong ma chi ude tinh, 1 ngudi
dén bo thi 4 nguoi vao “bung ca”, trong lich sir mAy ngan nim cua dat nude Viét Nam,
chua c6 thoi ky nao ma s6 nguoi ra di tim sy soéng trong cai chét ao at nhu thoi ky nay,
tha 1a chét hét chu khong thé song trong mot xa hoi do 14 ngudi tan ddce cai tri tir sau 30
thang 04 nam 1975. Pay la mot sy that cua lich st ma cac nha viét sir sau nay phai ghi
vao trang st ctia to tién dé luu lai ngan doi sau. C4 nhan nguoi viét da bi “tra thu” cua 1i
“yugn nguoi”, thi dén doi con chau sau nay con bi tri dap dén tan cung khé ai. Noi nao
c6 tu do thi noi d6 1a qué hwong ctia minh, ta hay “nhu thAm” va cau xin nhu thé.
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4. TRANG BI CHO CHUYEN RA KHOI.

Thuyén be, mdy moc da lap rap xong, bay gio phdi tim mua cac vat dung can thiét cho
viéc ra di, cac “mon” khong the thiéu:

Hai Ban, Hai D0, Thirc An, Nuéc Uéng 300 lit, 3 trai Xi—Nhan, DAu Chay M'fiy khoang
300 lit, du tru 100 bich gao say, 100 ky cu dau, thém khau K54, 2 bang dan dé thu than.

Vi phai giit kin, cac th trén do mot minh t6i lo liéu, riéng khau K54 va 2 bang dan cing
3 trai xi—nhan, do nguo1 anh ho Ha, goi me toi1 1a c6 mua dum, anh nay va to61 khong biét
nhau, vi nam 1954, t61 theo gia dinh di cu vao Nam tim ty do, ngay 02/05/1975, anh Ha
Van Cuong, can by Thuong Nghiép dugc cir vao Sai Gon cong tac, anh Cu’(mg da tim
dén nha me toi, t6i dugc nhin vé chao nguoi anh em, vua thdy toi, anh n6i ngay, chi may
1a sT quan ma sao khong di, ¢ lai, “don thu” s& giang xudng khong 1au dau, dung nhu
ngudi anh ho da noi, ching “luu dung” t6i dén thang 6/1976, budc nghi viée dé di kinh té
moi.

T6i dong mot cai hop dé cat khau sung trén ghe, va chi mot minh t6i biét chd cét sung.
Anh Ha Van Cuong con giip to1 nhiéu viéc khi toi nho dén, anh chang so hiu qua néu
viée bi do bé. Téi ciing cho anh 4y biét, 1a to1 dang t6 chtrc dé ra di, anh hoan toan dong y
v6i quyét dinh cua toi, chi khuyén t6i that can than va tinh tdo dé “qua mat” bon cong an
Phuong, Khém.

Hai d6 mua chd quen tai khu quan 5, Hai ban phai dén xem tai chd, loai cia Hai Quéin
VNCH gia 1 lugng vang la.

T6i cho cit doi 3 thung phi 200 lit, han bang mat va ¢ voi vin nudc, 3 thung phi ndy dé
vua khit dudi san ghe lam cho ngoi, trong chtra nude ngot va dau chay may.

100 bich gao séy mua tai chg Kim Bién, 100 ky cit ddu mua ¢ cho Cau Mubi.

Tat ca cac thir nay duoc chuyén 1én ghe trude chuyén di 1 ngay, toi bao Vinh dem ghe
dau khong nhat dinh mot cho, thuong xuyén neo & cho Thi Nghe, chd ghe ché hang 1én
Xuéng, bon cong an khong kiém soat duoc. Nha 0 canh bo song, rach, khong thé cot
thuyen duoc, bon cong an khu vuc s€ “ro gay” ngay, chung s€ lam kho dé dé kiém tién,
dé dang bi 10. Noi chung lam chuyén nay, hoan toan bét hop phap, ¢ ‘chui” tur dau dén
cudi, phai gitr bi mat cang it nguoi biét cang tot, chi mot minh t61 quyét dinh moi chuyén,
ttr ngay mua xong chiéc ghe, toc toi bong nhién bac tring, vi lac nao cling suy nghi, tinh
toan, dé qua mat bon ¢t vo va cau em Tran Van Vinh theo 1énh toi chap hanh, ngay vige
bbc ngudi dé ra di, chi mot minh Vinh biét dia dlem rdi giao cho timg ngum dem xuong
nho, chay may dudi tom dén mdi diém hen, cac xudng ndy 1a taxi chd vai ba ngudi dén
ghe chinh, t6i luon ludn ap dung yéu té bat ngd méi qua mit duoc tui cong an.
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PHAN 4
5. RA PI ROI TRO VE.

Mot hom Vinh 18n bo cho t6i biét, vira bi tau tuan bét giit, chung danh dap tra khao rat da
man 2 ngudi 1ai ghe 14 Vinh va Hoang Van Han, em Han méi 12 tudi, rét thudc dudng
song vi theo ghe chit cui tir sau thang 4 den, hon 4 nam di lai tir Sai Gon dén Viing Tau,
“ngd ngach” nao ciing biét, bon tau tudn nghi ngd chiéc ghe 13 ghe taxi dua ngudi dén tau
chinh dé vuot bién, nhung Vinh, Han mdt myc khai 1a nha nghéo chi di chat cui vé ban
dé sinh séng, cudi cung phai cho chung 2 can dau, bon chung méi tha ra. DPuge cép béo
cac sy viéc, nhu vay chung déa nghi ngo, toi quyét dinh “nh6 neo” khan cép, thuyen ra
khoi Viing Tau ding ngay 23 Tét nam 1980, gip “gio chudng”, tat ca say song nam la
liét, toan 1ai thuyén “ngat ngu” hét vi cac cha em nay chua hé di linh, chi co mot minh toi
con tinh tdo, t6i danh phai cho ghe quay vé, lwong thuc con nguyén chua an ubng gi ca,
dén khuc 'song Sai Gon thi troi dé sang trung, luc do 1a khoang 7 gi¢ sang, tdi cho ghe
dau tai bén do Long Kleng, quan Tu, Khanh Hoi, s6 nguoi trén ghe 1én bo an toan, khong
mdt ai bi “lam khé d&”, Vinh dem thuyén di dau chd khac. Bén do Long Kiéng 14 noi 1én
xubng hang hod, trai cdy tir ving 4 dem vé giao cho cc ban hang & Sai Gon, rat dong
dtc, nhon nhip.

C6 3 dia diém “Iy twong” cho viée t6 chirc vuot bién bang ghe thuyén la:

— Cho Thi Nghe, ddi di‘én la chué)ng Voi, S¢& Thi. Noi day luc nao cling tép nap, ké lén
nguoi xudng, ghe thuyén ché hang hoa neo chat ca mot khuc rach Nhiéu Loc, cong an
khu vuc khong kiém soai gat gao nhu xé6m nha dan.

— Bén do Long Kiéng, quan 4 Khé}nh H@i, cling nhon nhip khong kém cho Thi Nghé,’
cong an khu vuc di lai nhung 1a dé ki€ém an co con, ban hang “thi” cho vai trai cay, xap
banh trang.

— Chg Cau Mubi, noi nay x0 b0, ban hang churi thé inh 6i, dic biét cong an khu vuc
khong “l€o hanh” vi dan hang chg 1a thtr dit nhat Sai Gon. T61 mua mdt ta cu dau ¢ day,
dem 1€n ghe thoai mai.

3 dja diém nay dé neo ghe, “Ién )liuéng” cac thr can thiét cho chuyén di, bon cong an kho
theo doi, ban hang khong dé€ y dén ngudi chung quanh.

Trong thoi gian tinh toan, sap xép cho chuyén “bbc nguoi”, t6i di “la ca” khap hang cing

ngo hep dé xem chd nao, noi nao thuan tién, nhat 1a tranh sy dé ¥ ctia bon cong an,

nghién ctru, diéu nghién, cudi cung quyét dinh céc dia diém ma khong co ai dé ban bac,

tham khao, ngay nhu vo t6i ciing khong hé duoc biét nhiing tinh toan, nhiing quyét dinh

ctia toi. Lic di chuyén, chay Honda Dame mau do cta vo toi, mic bo d6 den, doi non cdi,

dit khau K54, khau sung nay khong dam dé & nha, vi chung kiém soat ho khau ma thay
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duoc thi “Ong ba gia” bi lién doi trach nhiém, giong ndi va céc tir st dung, hoan toan la
giong Bac Ky 75 khi phai n6i chuyén voi bon cong an Phuong Khém, nhin bg dang ai
cling nght 1a t61 madi tir ngoai Bac vao Sai Gon.

Con chau thanh dat ding theo ¥ minh khi t6i dd “liéu chét” mua ghe dem ca gia dinh “ra
di” ngay trén song Sai Gon, t61 that sy man nguyén, cong thém 40 nguoi di chung, trong
khi t61 khong c6 mdt chut kinh nghiém gi vé “bién ca”, toi chi 1a mot si quan B$ Binh
thuan tiy, néu bi bon vem “v4” thi ciing khong c6 ngay ra khoi tu, toc toi bac tring tir luc
quyét dinh mua ghe dé tim dudng séng, lic ndo “dau 6¢” cling phai “tinh toan” 1am sao
qua mat duogc tui cong an Phuong, Khém, khoang thoi gian nay, d4u nam 1980, bon
ching con kiém so4t rt git gao, cong an khu vuc luon ludn dom ngo theo déi nha dan.

Nhiéu nguoi da yéu cau toi viét lai cau chuyén vuot bién tim ty do ngay tai Thu D6 Sai
Gon, lic dau méi dén Dire t6i khong noéi voi bat cir ai, dit 1a ban be than thiét, vi viét va
ké lai sg anh huong dén nhiing nguoi cling dinh lam nhu t6i, phi quyén biét duoc s& dé
dang “tom” tron 6, nay “phong trao” vuot bién khong con nita, nén hom nay toi s& ké chi
tiét, nhat 1 cach qua mit bon cong an ¢ vo tir lac mua chiéc ghe, rap mdy, cho dén luc
ro1 Sai Gon. Pac biét, nhu da ndi1 o trén, to1 chéng c6 mot chut “kinh nghiém” gi vé “bién
c4” nén di ra khoi Viing Tau lai phai quay vé 2 1an vi “séng to gié 16n”, 1an dau luoc
thuat ¢ trén, vao ngay 23 Tét, loi dung dip don Tét, bon Cong An ban biu voi1 gia dinh
dén Nam mdi, lo 12 viée tuan tra trén song, bién, nhung hdi o1 mua Tét am lich hay c6
“0i6 chuéng” ma dan thanh phd nhu t6i khong hé biét. Lan thir 2, ciing ban ngay nhu lan
thtr 1, bbe nguoi cong khai trén cac diém d3 4n dinh, tram cAu Tan Thuén, cong an gac
trén cau, ghe taxi boc 6 ngudi ngay phia dudi, chay dén chd ghe chinh dang neo trong
mdt con rach ram rap. Pén bay gio dd 37 nam, t6i nam chiém nghiém, viéc t6i dua duoc
45 ngudi dén bén bo tu do 1a do hong phuc ma t61 duge thira huong tir nguoi me hién
héu, dao duc, nhat 13 c6 phép la trong 2 1an quay vé, troi da sang trung khi tir Viing Tau
chay vé Sai Gon, 7 gid sang, trén ghe con day du luong thue vi chua an uong gi ca, khau
K54 va 2 bang dan cung 3 trai Xi—nhan ciing dé kin dao trén ghe, ca 2 1an khong mot ai
bi 1am “kho d&” khi d6 nguoi xubng dé cho di 1an tha 3, phai c6 nguoi “che mat” bon
cong an méi khong thiy chiéc ghe chd ddy ngudi tip vao chan cau Calmet cho nguoi
Xgéng, c6 18 t6i 1am chuyén “bat ngd” nén khong ai nghi rang d6 1a ghe vuot bién quay
ve.

T61i tin tuong mot sy huyén bi d3 x4y ra ma khoa hoc khong the nao giai thich dugc, quay
vé lan thtr 2, ngay 08/02/1980, dang ngay gid dau Me t6i, tré vé 1an thir nhat, t6i da quyét
dinh “bd” can nha trong khu cu xa Cong Ty Cap Nudc (tén cii 1a Sai Gon Thuy Cuc) so
cong an khu vuc “dé ¥, ca gia dinh qua bén me vo t6i “¢ nhd” vi nha nay ndm ngay mit
duong Xa Lo Bién Hoa, it ai “dé y”, ltc quay vé 1an thtr 2, vi qua mét méi, t6i da ngu
thiép di, roi nhu c6 tiéng goi bén tai, day di, hom nay 1a gid dau Tir Mau, t6i choang tinh
day va lay Honda chd hét vo con vé bén Hoa Hung, nha cua B6 t6i, duong T6 Hién
Thanh, Quén 10, chi cdch B6 Chi Huy Biét Bong Quan Trung wong Quan Luc Vi¢t Nam
Cong Hoa khong té1 100 mét. To1 cling noi rd, trong tam thire t61, hoan toan khong nhéd
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ngay gid ctia me toi, méi diy ma da dung mot nam, nguol me ma téi yéu quy nhat tro vé
véi cat bui, t6i da quy trudce di anh cua tir mau, khan nguyén me hién phu ho cho gia dinh
nho cua t6i dén duoc bén b tu do. Con gai 16n ciia tdi o6 mot but ky ghi lai tong thé
cudc vuot bién tim tu do cia gia dinh t61, vi chdu khong biét gi vé viéc td chirc ra di do
t61 thue hién. Quy ban ndo mudn c6 but ky nay, t6i s& goi dén cac ban tudng. Email:
lytrungtin.de@gmail.com.

6. QUA TAM BA BAN.

Hai 1an trude di ban ngay, di nhién bdc nguoi cling “thanh thién bach nhat”, lan thi 3,
qué tam ba ban, di ban dém.

Dan thanh phd tir nho dén khi truéng thanh, khong biét “song nudc” 1a gi, cho dén khi
nhép ngi, 161 sudi, 101 song thi cling co dé tao thanh Viét cong, nhung kinh nghiém di
bién thi khong c6 ti nao, nén 2 1an da khuét nui Viing Tau ma danh phéi quay ve, song to
gi6 16n, dung dimg chiéc ghe gitra bién khoi, toan 1ai ghe toan thanh nién, chua hé dinh
dén “linh trang”, say song nam guc hét tron, chi con minh t61 “tinh tdo” khong bi say
song, thé thi di 1am sao duoc nira, toi quyét dinh cho ghe quay veé. Vi song danh bung mii
ghe nén phai stra chita, cho thuyen 1én “y” tai cau Rach Ong, boc ton va bét bu lon, chi
phi het 2 lang vang 14, t61 thdy dan tinh & day that “d& thuong”, ho nhin chiéc ghe la blet
vira “ra bién” tr& vé nhung khong hé ‘bao cao” cho bon cong an khu vue. Mot tudn nim
“y”, ghe duoc “ha thuy”, Vinh 14i thing vé cho Thi Nghé, sau d6 dem ghe vé khu cu x4
Thanh Pa neo tai do, nghi ngoi mot tuan, toi suy nghi va vach ra ké hoach di 1an th{ 3.

Tru’0’c chuyén di 1an thir nhat, toi chia sb vang 14 con lai 1am 3 phan g0’1 “tur than phu
mau gitr dum, truong hop chung t61 di thoat, thi s6 vang nay dé cac vi song dudng gia,
néu bi bat thi ding s vang nay “chay” cho t6i ra ti. “Tr than phu mau” nay chi con 3 vi
me t61 da an nghi ngan thu.

Gid dau me toi xong, ti cho v t01 ra Viing Tau, gap vi thong gia lam nghé danh ca, hoi
xem di bién vao thoi gian ndo tot nhat, vi théng gia cho biét, v6i cai ghe di trén song nhur
vay, thi chi di vao thang 3 am lich tic thang 4 duwong lich, cac thang khac song gio hai
hung 1am, qua dung nhu vay. Thoi gian bién ém, chic chin bon tau tudn s& klem soat gt
gao hon, nén lai phai “tinh toan” lam sao ra duoc bién an toan mdi hy vong séng sot
dugc, duong song Sai Gon—Ving Tau xa voi vei, hai bén bo chi toan cay rung am u,
ching c6 2 chlec tau ma luc rat manh, thuong xuyén chay trén tuyén song nay dé klem
soat va lam tién nguoi dan lanh séng bang nghé chuyén ch¢ hang hoa tir ving 4 vé Thu
Do, rat nhiéu céc rach nho dé dang cho ghe vao trdn bon tau tuan.

Vg con to1 va vo Vinh 1€n ghe chinh tai chg Thi Nghe, chay ra neo dudi chan nha hang
nbi My Canh, canh bén pha Thu Thiém, dé cho cac xudng taxi dem nguoi dén. Trong nira

gio 14 di s6 nguoi, thuyén nho neo khoi hanh, trén nha hang va canh bd song, nguoi ta
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van an nhau, ndi cudi on 4o, chic chan khong ai ngd c6 mot chiée ghe ché 45 nguoi xuat
phat ngay noi nay dé ra bién tim tuy do. D¢ 1a luc 20 gio ngay 26/04/1980.

Lan nay, toi ap dung chién thuat nhu khi di hanh quan diét Viét cong, Vinh va Han lam
“khinh binh tién sat” chay trudc cach ghe chinh khoang 1 hai ly, bang Xuong tam ban
chay may dudi tom, loai nay chay rat nhanh, khi thay tau tuan lap tic quay vé va bao hiéu
bang den Pin, 2 dai 1 ngan la co dich, ghe chinh phai r& ngay vao con rach nho gan nhit
dé tron chiing, nhiéu lan nhu vay, ghe chung to1 moi dén duoc cira bién Viing Tau, luc
nay troi da hung dong, khong thé ra blen gi0 nay, phai chay vao bai cat vang an np trong
d6, “bai cat vang” 1a mot dia danh nam sat chan nai Viing Tau, cay c6i kha rAm rap, doi 2
gi0 sang cung kh01 hanh ra bién véi cac ghe danh ca, gio gidc nguoi dan ra khoti, chung
t61 dd “ndm rd”, ca tram chiéc thuyén do ra bién, ghe chiing t6i 1an 1on trong do.

Vira chay dugc hon nira tiéng, thi gap “dan day”, ngang voi phao * ‘s khong”, Vinh cho
biét phai tranh dan day, coi chung vudng vao, ludi ca quan chat “chan vit” thi v6 phuong
di dugc, ding lic nay mot tau tudn cua Viét cong chiéu dén pha quét ngang ghe chung
t6i, trude do toi da bat moi nguoi chui hét vao khoang, khong duoc noi chuyén lon tiéng,
theo su tinh toan va voi tdc do cua chiée ghe, thi khoang 10 gid sang 13 ra dén “hai phan
qudc t&”, tirc duong tau budn, lac do lay huéng Nam, chay khoang mot ngay mot dém, be
huong Dong dé vao bd bién Ma Lai A. Trén tAm Hai Do, t6i di vé va viét rd rang dé cac
ngudi 1ai ghe theo d6 thi hanh, cling néi thém ¢ ddy, sau 2 1an trd vé, toi nghi 1a phai c6
mdt si quan Hai Quan méi co thé di dugc nén toi da di tim nguoi si quan nay, toi duoc
mot nguoi quen gioi thiéu mot sT quan Hai Quan moi di tu cai tao vé, t6i chi can nguoi lai
ghe, viéc di dung do toi v& “phong dd”, sap xép va chi huy. Khong ngo vinay la Thiéu
iy Hai Quén. Tén Tran Duy But ma tmh mot hai Iy bang mot cay sd nén di bé lai qua
som, ding vao cai ving ma bon hai tic dang hoanh hanh, t6i chi noéi nho cho vo toi biét
diéu ndy, so ca ghe x0n xao, mat binh tinh. Sau nay t6i méi biét, anh Tran Duy But 1 ha
s quan dugc cho di hoc khoa ST Quan Pic biét nén trinh do hiéu biét c6 gidi han, ti cho
Bt di theo khong phai dong gop tién bac gi ca. Hon 10 gid sang, ngay 28/04/1980, gip
ngay mot tau dau ciia Panama rat 1on, chay cach ghe ching t6i khong t6i 100 mét, trong
rd “mdn mot” nhimg nguoi trén “boong” tau Panama, gitta “ban ngay ban mat” nhu vay,
Tran Duy But lay mot trai sang “thut” 1en tro1, to1 gian qua, chi noi mAy trai ¢ “xi—nhan”
dung cho budi tbi khi can cap clru méi xai, ban ngdy thiy rd rang nhu bay gid dau can
phai “bén tri sang cap ciru” ,Butco 1€ da biét cai sai ciia minh nén im ling, t6i cling
nguoi ngoai con gidn, chay Ve huong Nam, giit va theo duong tau budn, ca ngay, chung
to1 gap thém 3 chiéc tau sat rat 1on, nhung chung bo chay ludn, chang gitp hay vot ching
t6i, dén gitra trua, troi nang “chang chang?”, t6i cho “neo ghe” de tam bién, tat ca cac cha
biét 161 déu nhay xudng bién tam thoai mai, nudc va luong thyuc van con du dé di trong
mdt tuan nita. Ping 1a “thang ba ba gia” di bién, mat bién ém nhu nudc hé thu, di vao
thang 3 am lich rat d& bi “tom” ngay cira bién, tdu cong an lic ndo cling c6 mit.

Chay thém hai ngay, gap vai chiéc tau sat, va mot s6 ghe danh c4, tat ca déu lam ngo du
ching t61 da lam du moi dong tac xin cap ctru, chi duy nhat mot ghe danh ca cua
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Singapore da cho chung t6i 2 thung banh bich quy va mot can nudc ngot. Bong lic 10
gi0 47 phut sang ngay 01/05/1980, mot chiéc tryc thang bay lugn quanh ghe ching t61 va
ra dau cho ghe chay vé huong Tay. t61 xem Hai ban, ra 1énh tat may ghe va tha tr6i, vi
huong Tay la huong chay vé lai Viét Nam... chi khoang nira tiéng sau, mot chiéc tau sat
rat 1on “Iu [0~ xuét hién, bén hong son hang chir tiéng Phap PORT DE LUMIERE — dao
Anh Sang, trén boong tau, c6 ngudi Viét bic loa chid xudng ghe, bao tit ca phai binh
tinh, day 1a con tau CAP ANAMUR s¢ vot dong bao, toi ra 1énh, chia ra hai bén ghe dé
ngdi tranh ‘nghiéng mot bén co thé 1at ghe, rdi dan 6ng, thanh nién dugc dua Ién tau Cap
Anamur bang nhiing thang giay, dan ba, con nit thi dugc can cu vong Ién, day la ngay
gi0 ma ca 45 nguoi s€ nho on sudt doi: 10 gior 47 phat ngay Quéc Té Lao Pong
01/05/1980, chiéc tau CAP ANAMUR di ciru song ching t6i.

Tau Cap Anamur chay doc theo bd bién Viét Nam dé tim ghe vuot bién, mdi ngay vot
dugc mot ghe, 12 ngay vot duge 12 ghe, tong cong 474 nguoi. Toi duoc dwa dén gip vi
thuyén truong Cap Anamur va ting 6ng khau K54 va 2 bang dan. Ong cam on va chiic
t6i gdp may mén trong cudc séng moi.

Ngay 12/05/1980, Cap Anamur dem s nguoi duoc vét goi tai Singapore, chiing t6i & trai
tam cu trén duong Hawkins mot thang 28 ngay, ngay 09/07/1980, dugc dua qua sé)ng tai
West-Germany bang may bay. Ciing xin noi thém, Cao Uy Ti nan Lién Hi¢p Qudc, phat
cho mbi ngudi 2.50 D6 la Singapore, mot tudn phat mot 1an, tat ca ty tic ndu an, vi Trai
Truong la mot Trung t4 Quan Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa, da cho moi téi 1én Van Phong
trai 1am viéc giup dong bao, mic du “chwa hoan hon” nhung t6i cling sét sing va vui vé
nhan 101, 6ng Trai Trudng giao cho toi 1am Truong Ban Noi Vu, con Nguyén Hiru Huan,
mot phi cong tryc thang Viét Nam Cong Hoa dang gilr chire Trudng ban Ngoai vy vi
Huéan rat gioi tiéng Anh, da qua My hoc lai may bay, nha Huéan ¢ trude rap hat Thanh
Van, duong L& Van Duyét, rat gin nha bb t6i, duong T6 H1en Thanh, hdi nho toi va
Huan déu hoc truong Tiéu hoc Chi Hoa. Nguoi Singapore rat giau va co long thuong
ngudi, hang tuan ho da dem dén trai cho rat nhiéu quan 4o va d6 an, mdi lan ca “bao bd”
lap xudng, t6i phai diéu dong mot sd thanh nién khuan vac cac ting pham dem chét vao
kho, mdi ghe nhap trai duoc t6i phan phat quan 40 va thirc an tén trir trong kho, cho dén
lic gia dinh t0i di dinh cw, hai kho quéan 4o va thic an van con rat nhiéu, c6 1& vi dugc
phat tién, ty do mua ban nén sé ngudi trong trai khong “tha thiét” véi cac vat dung cho
khong chang? Sau nay, doc bao chi m&i biét, trai Singapore 1a trai ti nan than tién sd 1,
khong dau sanh bang.

Niam 1981, trén truyén hinh s6 2 (ZDF) Puc da chiéu mot cudn phim dai gan 1 gid, canh
tau Cap Anamur v6t ngudi tai Bién Pong, trong d6 da quay that rd cai ghe cia chung toi.
Cai canh quat ctia may phu da bi gdy, nén ngudi phong vién noi 1a khé co thé di dén bo
dugc. Tén cudn phim phong su 1a: (tiéng Puc, Einen Milimeter iiber dem Rand der
Welt... Tiéng Viét, Mot milimét qua bo kia ciia thé gigi), y néi 1a chim vao long bién
khong dén bén bo, dic biét, 2 1an phong vién dai Truyén hinh da dén quay canh sinh hoat
gia dinh ching t61, tiéu biéu cho cac nguoi Viét Nam ti nan Cong san dugc tau Cap
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Anamur ctru vot, da hoi nhap va thanh dat tai nudc Puc, doan phim nay duoc chiéu trén
dai truyén hinh Quoc Gia Btic nam 2006 va 2008.

Gia dinh nhé cua t6i, lac roi Sai Gon ¢6 5 nhan khau, bay gio, nam 2017, da thanh 15
nguoi, tat ca song hanh phuc quay quan bén nhau trong mot xa hoi tu do, nhan ban tai

thanh phd Bochum, Germany.

LE THANH TUNG ,
(ghi lai dé twong nho on cuiru tr cua vi dai an nhan, Tién si Rupert Neudeck)
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Bin anu NGT
Do Chi THANH HUONG, ¢ Hawaii, l{SA,
mot than hitu cua Tap Chi Ddn Van chuyén dich.

An Escape from Saigon

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
This narration was posted on:

— Tap San Biét BPong Quan, volume 50, May 2017, California, USA. 3000 copies printed
and sent to readers worldwide.

— Hon Viet UK Online in England (Please Google article to find great reads).

Prologue: The following condolences revealed a never—told—before an escape by sea for
freedom directly from Saigon, 37 years ago. Divulging it earlier would threaten those
who would attempt to escape later by the Public Security Forces’ unsleeping eyes, and
they consequently would snatch everyone involved. Since the escape by sea movement
has ceased, this adventure is recounted in detail to attest first and foremost, to our great
Samaritan, Dr. Rupert Neudeck, for saving our lives, and second, to share with Tap Chi
Dan Vian’s readers, my friends and relatives.

Kondolenz von Le Thanh Tung aus Bochum

In tiefer Trauer:

Dr. Rupert Neudeck, Griinder der Hilfsorganisation Cap Anamur zur Rettung der
vietnamesischen Bootsfliichtlinge, ist am 31.5.2016 von uns gegangen.

Durch seine selbstlose und unermudliche Arbeit ist Herr Dr. Neudeck:

— fiir die vietnamesischen Katholiken ein Heiliger
— fur die vietnamesischen Buddhisten ein Bodhisattva.

Die Hilfsorganisation Cap Anamur hat auf dem siidchinesischen Meer iiber 11.300
Menschenleben gerettet. Heute, nach liber 37 Jahren, verdanken ihm mehr als 70.000

vietnamesischstimmige Mitbiirger ein Leben in Freiheit und Demokratie in Deutschland.

Moge die Seele Dr. Neudecks schnell ins Nirwana gelangen.
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In ewiger Dankbarkeit...
Le Thanh Tung und Familie

A brief translation of Lé Thanh Tung’s letter of condolence on the passing of Dr. Rupert
Neudeck in Bochum, Germany:

We were deeply saddened to learn:

Dr. Rupert Neudeck, the founder of Cap Anamur Foundation, a foundation to rescue the
Vietnamese who fled by sea to freedom has returned to the dust on May 31, 2016.

— For Catholics, he was a Saint. For Buddhists, he was a Bodhisattva for his humanitarian
work.

Cap Anamur has rescued more than 11,300 people on the East Sea. Now after 37 years,
their relatives have reunited and grown up, bringing the total to more than 70,000 people
living in the free and democratic Germany.

We pray that Dr. Neudeck’s soul will soon return to Heaven.

Respectfully,
Lé Thanh Tung and family

Crossed the sea by boat, from Saigon Capital. Traveled by river to Vung Tau estuary on
April 26, 1980. Were rescued by the ship Cap Anamur at 10:47, on May 1, 1980.

eoskskosk sk

In the 80s of the last century, it was very difficult to undertake a perilous escape by boat
to find freedom directly from Saigon, because of the hooligans’ tightly governance. The
regional police always watched people’s homes. The non—official plan to leave the
country organized by the police was no longer as rampant as in 1978—1979. Until now, in
the Boat People history, there was no other boat that left Saigon Capital straight from its
rivers and canals as we did with 45 passengers onboard. This voyage’s coordinator
dedicates their journey to readers, friends near and far.

The reason I clearly stated in the condolence letter was my desire to make friends with
people who organized sea crossings by boat directly from Saigon as I did. Thus, no one
who left by boat from Saigon had contacted me. But out of curiosity, many people
emailed asking me to reveal my escape.
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The distance from Saigon to Viing Tau is 120 km (approximately 80 miles), and it is
longer by boat due to meandering and placid rivulets. The police patrol boats often went
to and fro to control and swindle the commercial boats owners. Hence, we must be
careful throughout the voyage. It would be our demise if the police stopped a boat full of
people attempting to flee to freedom! Everyone would go to glasshouse, and the
organizer would never have a date to return.

I wish to sincerely apologize to my dear friends who were also my fellow military
members, including Nguyén Hitu Huin1, a neighbor in Hdoa Hung, for not mentioning
about my escape from the Capital Saigon through Saigon River and Viing Tau estuary
during the 37—year living in Germany (they had many opportunities to divulge this
information because we had many intimate get—togethers). I saw him again on the deck
of the Cap Anamur on May 1980 shortly after his rescue. The reason I kept this
information a secret was because if the communist police knew about our plans, they
would invariably seize all those future boat people who would follow suit.

The Cap Anamur has rescued the following:

— Cap Anamur I consisted of many tours, from September 1979 to May 1982: 192 boats,
9507 people.

— Cap Anamur II, from March 1986 to June 1986: 18 boats, 888 people.
— Cap Anamur III, from April 1987 to June 1987: 14 boats, 905 people.

In total, the three ships of Cap Anamur Committee had rescued 11,300 people from 226
boats. Please note that for those who were under 18 years old they would be sponsored
and reunited with their families and the German government would cover all
reunification expenses.

I brought with me two nieces and they later sponsored their parents and siblings. There
were seven total in each family. We did not pay for airfare. When they arrived in
Germany, everyone received social services as a boost to help them to be economically
self—sufficient. Many people noticed how generous Germany was. They all said that these
Boat People were born with a silver spoon in their mouth for receiving such great fortune.
St. Neudeck’s altruism will be forever in the hearts of all boat people who must leave the
blood thirsty dictatorship communist government —— this was a one in a million chance
of survival!

After 37 years, (1978-2016), reunifying family members had increased to approximately
70,000 people, including many who had succeeded in education, such as anh chi Nguyén

Duc Tru. All of their five children (three sons and two daughters) became physicians and
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pharmacists. L& Thanh Tung in Bochum has four daughters. They all graduated from
college, had social status and great jobs in different occupations.

Truong Ngoc Than, a passenger on my boat had recently owned a pharmacy in Minden,
NRW, Germany. Nguyén Hiru Hoang, used to be a geological engineer in VN,
immigrated to Germany, had changed his occupation to become a physician. He now
works at a hospital at Menden. The Pham van Hoa’s family, surrounded and almost
attacked by three pirate boats, were rescued just in time by one of the Cap Anamur ships.
Their daughters were four and five then. Now, they finished college. One of them, Thanh
Trac, a young attorney was the official host at the Memorial of Boat People inauguration
on September 12, 2009, near Hamburg Port. More noteworthy, L& Vinh Hi¢p, a boat
person had become a Pharmacy Corps/Colonel of the German Army. There are many
more interesting facts, such as PP Thich Hanh Gioi, a boat person, a residence at Vién
Giac Temple and a college graduate, had shaved his head and became a monk. He was
encouraged by Master Trich Nhu Dién to strive to obtain higher education about
Buddhism in India. He graduated with a Ph.D. in Buddhism.

I have only cited a few examples. Surely, there are many more boat people’s descendants
who received great results in education. The Catholic Church benefited greatly from the
rescues of many boat people by the Cap Anamur on the East Sea —— many men became
new Catholic priests. I have a chance to get to know and befriended some of these pious
new Catholic priests, although I am not Catholic myself.

CHAPTER 2
SEEKING A WAY TO LEAVE

Five years living with the red devils has gone quickly. My mother’s passing on February
8, 1979 prompted me to find a way to escape. My three daughters would not have
obtained higher education because their father was a refugee in 1954 and an officer of the
Republic of Viet Nam. They surely would be oppressed in the communist system where
there was no equal education and employment opportunities. The communists verify
three generations curriculum vitae for any job or education application, in addition to the
discriminatory “hdng hon chuyén” slogan (being a communist party member is more
crucial than having a career or education).

I myself was employed at Saigon Thuy Cuc (Saigon Water District) now changed to
Cong Ty Cap Nude. In June 1976, I was forced to give up working and forced to relocate
in the New Economic Zones. The new regime’s aftermath set off a cascade events on my
family’s life. It was a despicable retribution from the government that always
propagandized clemency and altruism to previous government citizens.
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I got discharged from military from an injury and was rated 70 percent disabled while
Saigon Water Department (SWD) an autonomous company had an opening for a
controller / cashier. Comparing the salaries between this position and that of a Lieutenant,
it was higher. I applied using Veterans Preference Points and was placed highest on the
list of five and appointed to work at Chg Lon. After three months I requested transfer to
employment closer to my home.

Saigon Water Department had divisions in Saigon, Chg Lén and Gia Pinh in addition to
Thu Duc Water Plan. After April 30, 1975, the barbarous band took over SWD and
changed its name to Water Distribution Company. Besides doing the same duties, they
had me train two new employees from the North. I felt reluctant, but I might get
reprimanded otherwise. All employees must attend the “re—education” program for a
month. At the end of the training, we received a certificate. It helped me obtain a pass to
go across many Western provinces searching for a way to escape.

In a tumultuous time where cheating and lying was a way of life, many people lost their
gold and got apprehended because their escape plan was ruined. Knowing this fact did
not discourage me. One time, my brother—in—law and I went to Viing Tau to spend a
night at a fisherman house who was the in—law of my father—in—law to plan an escape.
Unfortunately, he would not dare to harbor us, because the regional communist police
ransacked every house all the time and would interrogate any stranger, they noticed was
new to the area. As outsiders, it was impossible for us to materialize an escape plan there.
On the way back to Saigon, we stopped at Rach Dura, Ba Ria to visit a friend. He let us
know how problematic it was for a fishing boat to leave the shore because of regular
communist police surveillance. In general, fishing villages were added in the black book
and the communist police always kept an eagle eye on them.

If a prearrangement had no complications, the escapees would make it. But sometimes,
different groups fought each other to carve up the lucrative market of “selling a beach” to
prospective escapees and the boat owner ended up being affected by this infighting.
Besides losing the gold (used to “buy a beach”) they dared not to report or sue. My
nephew—in—law shared with us his successful voyage. In 1979 he took a bus to Viing Tau
and someone led him to the fishing village Phuéc Tinh. They talked loudly while
travelling publicly by day. Young men carried big bags of Buddhist prayer books and
Buddha statue which were brought safely to the free world. This was a safe journey
because the coordinator had bought “the beach”. One of the passengers, a nun named
Thich Nt Di¢u Hanh, now presides at a temple in Barntrup, Germany.

Not everyone had that luck. My friend Duong Phuc and his wife Vii Thanh Thuy only

succeeded after 14 trials. They now work at Radio Houston, Texas. Thanks to his wife’s

family who made it to the US and sent home money so they could afford to pay for 13

unsuccessful trips and their boat sailed on their 14th time. Unfortunately, they had been

brutally attacked by pirates. Their ordeals were revealed in a 700—page Tinh Yé&u Nguc
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Tu & Vuot Bién, written in 35 years after the Fall of Saigon to reveal to the world what
beyond-imagined atrocities they had experienced.

I struggled finding a way to escape in many provinces along the Mekong Delta but to no
avail, because I did not know any local. So, after four months I had to return to Saigon to
look for a different route.

Later I visited my uncle at Khuong Viét, Nga Ba Ong Ta. His wife asked me about my
plans. I told her that generally, it was not easy because there was so many scams
involving escaping by boat. The damage that resulted from not being able to differentiate
between a swindler and an honest person would end up money and human life losses. My
aunt told me that her next—door neighbor’s uncle had a boat and earned a living by
cutting lumber into logs and transported them from Viing Tau to Saigon. His daughters
had been driven boats since April 30, 1975. They were very familiar with the canals as
the patrol post’s location were like the back of their hands. Thank God, help came just in
the nick of time. I asked my aunt to introduce me to Son, her neighbor and asked to meet
Hoang Van Van, a widower and owner of the logging boat. I told him I will let him know
the time and date. On the date mentioned, I met cordially at Son’s place. We agreed that I
would buy a boat, an engine, and other expenses. In return, Van and his 10 children will
come with us for free.

BOAT and ENGINE PURCHASES

Van’s eldest son, Hoang Van Su took me to Thu Puc to purchase a good quality round
nose river boat with no engine, 11-meter long by 3—meter wide. I learned that seaworthy
vessels should have Thailand boat sharp bow to plough through waves. But if the
communist police caught your round-bow boat, they would grill you in a flash. I decided
to buy Van’s boat with 37.50—gram gold bar (1 lugng). Van handled me an unnotarized
receipt. [ asked him to secure my boat behind his house, adjacent to Nhiéu Loc canal,
Hoa Binh 4p, near Ngi Ba Ong Ta.

The next item on my agenda was to find a boat mechanic to install the engine for my
boat. I made some inquiries of some boatowners whose way of earning a living was to
ship goods up and down the IV Corps (the 16 southern provinces in the Mekong River
Delta area) and Saigon. I got introduced to Chu Bay Cho Quan who lived in front of Chg
Quan Hospital. A canal behind his house runs along Bridge Y and Bridge Rach Ong. I
candidly told him about my escape plans and asked him if he could mount the engine. He
wanted to inspect the boat before he offered his assistance. The following day, I returned
with the boat tethering underneath his floating house.

Chu Bay observed the boat and said it was in good condition. With its dimensions it only

needed a one—block silver head Yamaha. I agreed. In the following days I gave him

187.50—gram gold bar (5 lugng) without any receipt. Living with the communists for five
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years, | knew that the Saigonese abhorred the barbaric bumpkins. They did not hesitate to
openly reveal their escape intention. Everyone was honest with one another. I myself
always aim to be loyal with others. Therefore, when founding Tap Chi Dan Van I chose
the pen name Ly Trung Tin.

One of the main reasons why there were no receipts exchanged involving illegal
businesses was because if the kleptocratic followers found out, both parties would be
punished. For everyone’s benefits, the oppressed dealt with one another with true hearts.

In one week, the engine was installed. I visited Bay every day. He treated me with a meal
and the more we talked the more we got along, especially about the new regime. I asked
him to leave the country with me, but he refused because he was waiting to leave with his
own big family. Though he wished me a lot of luck. Exactly seven days later, the
installation was completed. We agreed on a delivery date. | was satisfied with the engine
performance and handed my boat to my brother—in—law named Tran Van Vinh to keep
and drive, so I could plan the next phase of my escape plans.

SELECTING TRUSTING CO-JOURNEYERS & NAVY BASIC TRAINING

Now, I finally have a boat that is ready to sail. I needed to find a person to whom I can
trust to safeguard it. I had to remain ashore to plan everything else. I had five adult
brothers—in—law who lived in Saigon and Bién Hoa. The youngest, Tran Hoang Minh,
was fulfilling his military obligation in Cambodia. I am the youngest and only had one
carefree cousin. Therefore, I could not entrust him in an important matter. Finally, I chose
Tran Van Vinh. We went for a coffee, and I asked him to join me to escape by sea
directly from Saigon. He agreed with neither hesitation nor inquiry. Now with one
concern settled, I had finally found a trusting person to secure the boat until we departed.
I instructed Vinh to drive the boat back and forth on the Saigon River to Viing Tau
estuary. He also needed to observe and pinpoint the communist patrol checkpoints. Later,
Vinh disclosed that he knew these checkpoints by heart.

About a week, he would drive to Saigon to purchase foods and water, then to Viing Tau,
cut some firewood and transported them to Hoang Van Van. To drive the boat required at
least two people. It was decided that either Hoang Van Quynh, Tran Vin Vinh, or Hoang
Vian Muc would be the designated captain. Sometimes they would include my cousin Lé
Quang Pinh to join them so he would acclimate to the torrential heavy weather. Van’s
sons took turn to join in pair to train Vinh, although he had never piloted a boat sailing
through a canal.

Although the crew had completed, the organizer must have a minimum of seafaring

knowledge. I thought about Nguyén Gia Bao, my younger brother’s dear friend who was

trained at Thu Duc Infantry Officer Academy with me. Bdo graduated Class 24 at Dong

De Academy Nha Trang. He was imprisoned only one year in the re—educated camp and
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then stayed with his sister—in—law who was my foster sister. When she visited me at the
Academy, I introduced her to my best friend Nguyén Thién Tuong and they got married.
Upon graduation, Tuong chose Armored Corps; I selected ARVN Ranger. We both
graduated 18 days before 1968 Tet offensive. After graduation, Tuong and I continuously
were put on patrol or training (he was with Corps Il and I at Corps III). During the
offensive, I fought in a battle right in Chg Lén. We never saw each other. Then April 30,
1975, abruptly arrived. Tuong got imprisoned. Since I became handicapped from an
injury before Paris Peace Accord in 1972, I was dismissed from re—education camp and
was “re—educated” one month at Saigon Water District, where I later was put to work.

In 2010, after participating in the 50th Anniversary of VNCH Armored Corps Founding
Day in California, I visited friends and relatives in many states. At Camden, NY I saw
Tran Van Nam, my brother—in-law who was imprisoned eight years in labor camps in the
North. Now, in his wheelchair he “day and night” partakes in protest against the
communists in New York, Washington, waving three horizontal red stripes on a yellow
background flag.

I flew to Orlando, Florida to visit Nguyén Thién Tuong and his family. Until July 2010,
we have not seen each other since Thu Duc Academy Class 25 graduation in January
1968. More than 42 years have passed, after many changes and abuses by the communist
beasts, we now had a chance to meet and revisited many memories of past. The next
flight brought my wife and me to Denver, Colorado to see Huynh Lap Qudc. Qudc and I
were in the same Class at Thu Duc Academy. Because only two of us joined the 51st
Battalion ARVN Ranger, we were close friends. I got out of the military because of an
injury. Quéc continued to be in the military until the end of our Democracy. I have never
known what happened to Quéc, a Soc Trang native after the Black April. Only for the last
few years, thanks to the ARVN Ranger Alumni, I reconnected with Qudc and asked him
to join me in at a Gala in California.

When Tuong was still in re—education camp in Corps II, I visited Tuong’s family and
saw Bdo. I asked Bdo, a Navy Second Lieutenant to come to my house to teach me about
sea travelling fundamental lessons. He fervently came and closed the door and showed
me in detail how to look at the stars, to measure the speed of the boat, to calculate the
waves height, to read a map, compass... After a week, I grasped the lessons. Being an
Infantry officer graduate, reading a map or a compass was no problem to me. I was more
confident learning the seafaring fundamental lessons from Bdo, to lead a small boat to
escape at sea for freedom, accepting all dangers with a sheer chance of survival.

I appreciated Nguyén Gia B4o’s enthusiastic tutoring when he personally boarded the
boat at Bach Pang Wharf to measure its speed, test drove it in a very long distance and
explained thoroughly every question I posed about going by sea with this small boat.
Naturally, to him fishing boats was not devised to be used in the open sea.
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I asked Bao to come along, but his mother advised against it, because his family just had
a very sad news. His wife’s two younger siblings had perished at sea. Their boat was
destroyed when it rammed into a coral reef. Only two survived who later announced the
dreadful news. We all have seen classified ads in newspapers and other forms of social
platforms finding lost loved ones. According to the United Nations High Commission for
Refugees, between 200,000 and 400,000 boat people have died at sea, an estimate that
only 1/4 had escaped successfully. In the history of Vietnam for thousands of years, there
has never been a time when the number of people who tried to escape to find freedom
died in the process as greatly as this time. Since April 30, 1975 they rather died than lived
under a hideous regime. This is the reality of our history. Historians must write it into our
ancestry’s history so it will be reserved forever.

DEPARTURE PREPAREDNESS

I needed to buy supplies for the journey such as maps (purchased from an acquaintance in
District V), compass (at a cost of 37.50—gram gold bar, popular in the Republic of VN
Navy, had to be inspected at the vendor’s site before purchase), alimentation, 300 liters of
water, roughly 300 liters of motor oil, 100 bags of dehydrated rice (from Kim Bién
Market), 100 kgs jicama (from Cau Mudi market), 3 flares, a K54 pistol (hidden inside a
box made by me, inside the boat) and 2 clips of ammos for self—protection.

From this clandestine scheme, I had to purchase the supplies myself, except for the last
three items which I asked my cousin Ha Van Cuong to get. He and I have never met,
because I followed my family to relocate to the South VN on May 2nd, 1954. He was a
commercial agent and had been assigned to Saigon for a business assignment. When he
arrived at my mother’s house, [ was summoned to come home. Upon seeing me, he
asked, “Being an officer of previous government, why didn’t you leave? Pretty soon,
retributions will be poured down upon you!” Precisely. The new government exploited
me until June 1976, forced me to resign and subsequently, the new economic zone
became a reality for those left behind.

I shared with him the plans I have devised to organize an escape. He completely agreed
and assisted me in any way he could without any concern if the plots were exposed. He
also advised me to be cautious and alert to outwit the ward and commune police.

To help passengers drink water easily from the barrels, I torch cut them in half, closed
them before installing a faucet on the top. They fit snuggly under the boat cabin for
seating.

Before the trek, all of the supplies were transferred onto the boat. I instructed Vinh to
moor the boat in various places because it was not practical to tie it up by his house near
the canals. This plan was wise since Thi Ngh¢ market was busy with the hustle and bustle
of boats moving products all day, thus, the communist police could not inspect
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thoroughly. Otherwise, if the boat were too apparent the district police would promptly
detect it and cause us trouble.

Overall, this scheme was totally illicit. It was covert from beginning to the end. The
fewer people knew, the better. I was the only one who made decisions on everything. My
hair turned white the day I became a boatowner! No wonder as [ had to continually think
and plot the escape in order to outsmart the watchful eye of the communist police. |
always applied surprised element to circumvent the police and my brother—in—law Tran
Vian Vinh followed exactly my orders. Only my brother—in—law knew about the pickup
site. He would embark a few individuals at a time on a single engine outboard boat, used
as a taxi, then transport them to the rendezvous, our main boat.

A COUPLE of FAILED ATTEMPTS

One day Vinh came see me saying that he and the twelve—year—old Hoang Van Han were
arrested. The patrol troops had suspected their logging boat was also used to transport
escapees and cruelly beat them. Vinh and Han insisted on telling them that they were
poor and cutting lumber from logs was their livelihood. For the last four years, since the
Black April, Han had been working on a logging boat and knew every nook and cranny
from Saigon to the Viing Tau passage. They had to bribe the communist police two cans
of oil to get released.

Realizing the communist police suspicion, I decided to depart promptly. We left Viing
Tau on the 23rd of 1980 Tét. Everybody got seasick from the northeast winds
accompanied by strong gusts. Except me, the crew was debilitated because these men
have never been trained in the military. Unassisted, I had no choice but turned around, a
rational decision. By 7 am, we arrived at Saigon River. I dropped anchor at Long Kiéng
pier at Quan 4 (District 4) in Khanh Ho1, brimming with merchant boats transporting
goods and produce to buyers in Saigon. Everyone disembarked safely. Not one person
got hassled. Vinh hid the boat.

The following were three i1deal places to anchor boats, load goods and essentials for the
journey, hence the communist police had a hard time to control the area; in addition,
merchants paid little heed to folks around:

— Thi Ngh¢ market, by Nhiéu Loc canal, adjacent from Chudng Voi (Elephant enclosure)
in S¢ Thu (the Zoo), always packed with retailers and busy commercial boat traffic by
Nhiéu Loc canal. Therefore, the communist police did not patrol the area as heavily as
they did in the neighborhoods.

— Long Kiéng wharf was as busy as Thi Nghé market. Regional police was there to seek
for small briberies and reluctant sellers gave them some fruits or packages of rice paper.
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— Cau Mudi market. A hustle and bustle place. The regional police would not dare to
mess with foul-mouthed sellers and buyers here, because they were the most callous
crowd in Saigon. [ bought a ton of jicama there with no trouble.

In order to organize the escape, I hung out in many towns to find out where was the best
place to leave without getting the communist police’s attention. Finally, I decided on a
site. This decision was made by me alone, and no one, even my wife knew about the
escape plan.

Riding around town on my wife’s red Honda I wore a pair of black pants, a black shirt,
and a pith helmet with the K54 tucked in my waistband. I would not dare to leave it at my
parents’. If the police checked their household registration and detected it, they would be
in big trouble.

Impersonating a Northern man, I used Northern 75 dialect when I must speak to the
communist police. Observing my behavior people thought I recently arrived from Saigon
from the North.

Exactly on February 8, 1980 (a week before Tet) taking advantage of the Lunar New
Year, when the communist police was busy greeting the New Year with their families, we
left Viing Tau the first time. But due to vigorous waves we had to turn back. Afterwards,
concerning for the area police detection, I decided to abandon our house in the housing
project Cong Ty Cap Nudc (Saigon Thuy Cuc). Everyone temporarily stayed at my
mother—in—law’s. It was located on the Bién Hoa Freeway, where no one was aware of
our presence.

Exhausted from the failed departure, I fell asleep. Then in my dream, someone reminded
me that it was my mother’s first death anniversary. Awaken quickly I took my wife and
children on her Honda to my dad’s on To Hién Thanh street, District 10, less than 100
meters from the ARVN Ranger Headquarters in Hoa Hung. I wished to assert that I did
not remember my mother’s anniversary that day. I genuflected in front of her photo,
prayed to her for my family safe journey. Unaware her father was the organizer; my
eldest daughter recounted our escape in every detail. If you would like to have her
journal, please email me at lytrungtin.de@gmail.com

On the second attempt, we also left Saigon at sunrise. The communist police
unknowingly guarded on top of Tan Thuan bridge while our taxi boat picked up six
people at a time, at the bottom, and transferred them to the main boat anchoring in a
dense canal. Again, strong winds and choppy seas forced us to sail back.

Now, thinking back after 37 years, the fact that I brought 45 people to freedom was a

blessing I received from my dear and religious mother. Especially during the two failed

operations, when we had to return at 7 a.m. to Saigon from Viing Tau. The foods and
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water were untouched. The K54, two clips of bullets and three flares were safe and sound
in the boat hiding place. Someone must have covered the communist police’s eyes for
they did not see a boat full of people coasting to a stop at the foot of Calmet bridge
disembarking passengers. Probably I used the surprised element, and no one would have
guessed that it was a failed—escape boat.

THREE TIMES IS A CHARM

On the previous two occasions, we picked up escapees in daylight, but on the third time,
we picked them up at nightfall. Being a city dweller all my life, I had zero experience in
seafaring, except the times I crossed rivers and streams searching for the VC after joining
the Military.

Because the strong waves knocked over the bow completely. It needed repair. Our boat
remained in Rach Gié for replacement. Strong metal and sockets were screwed into the
boat gunwales with clamps. The cost was 75—gram gold bar. I noticed the locals were
kindhearted. The boat damage obviously disclose that we had returned from the sea, but
they did not notify the police. After a week staying on dry land, the boat was launched.
Vinh drove it directly to Thi Nghe market, and then moored it by Thanh Pa Housing
Project. During a week of recuperation, I planned a third trip.

Before the first trip, I divided the remaining pure gold into three parts. One part went to
my wife’s and my parents. In case we made it to the free world, they would use it to live
the rest of their lives. If we were arrested from failing the escape, they could use the gold
to get out of prison. The four parents now are only three because my mother has passed
away.

After my mother’s first death anniversary, I asked my wife to ask her in—law (who was a
fisherman) what was the best time to leave to sea. He said for a river boat, the best time
was around March or April during lunar year. The other months the waves were too
ferocious. But during calm season, surely the patrols would patrol more strictly.
Therefore, we had to plan carefully so we could safely leave. The Saigon—Viing Tau
route seem so far away. Both sides of the river was full of dense vegetations. The
patrollers had two ships with strong horsepower, often patrolled this section to inspect the
boats and making money from bribing the innocent people transporting goods from
District 4 to the capital. Fortunately, there were many small canals the boat could hide in.

My wife and our children and Vinh’s wife embarked the main boat at Thi Nghe market.
Then the boat anchored under My Canh’s restaurant, next to Thu Thiém’s dock, to wait
for the taxi boats bringing more people. In half an hour, our boat anchored. In the
restaurant and by the harbor, people were still eating, drinking, and chatting noisily. No
one ever had guessed that there was a boat with 45 people departing to freedom at exactly
8 pm on April 26, 1980.
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This time, I applied tactics as combattants during the war, searching for VC. In their
outboard motored canoe, scouting ahead of the main boat about one nautical mile would
be Vinh and Ha. When identifying threats, they instantly retrieved and sent Morse code.
Upon receiving the signal, the main boat must hide at the nearest channel. After many
delays, we finally made it to Viing Tau river mouth. Knowing exactly the fishermen
schedule, we waited until 2 a.m. to join them. Our boat mixed in with this fleet.

About half an hour after departure, our boat approached underwater fishing nets,
paralleled to buoy number zero. Vinh recommended to avoid it, otherwise, the net would
tangle up with the propeller and it would be impossible to move. Exactly at this crucial
moment, a VC patrol boat shone a flashlight across our boat. Previously, I asked
everyone to hide in the boat compartment and to not say a word. Based on the boat speed,
about one day and one night we would reach the national waters around 10 a.m., then
turned East to approach Malaysia’s shores.

On the map, I had drawn and clearly written the trip course so the drivers could follow. I
needed to add here: After two failed attempts, I needed to find an ex—Navy officer.
Someone introduced me to Tran Duy But who was recently dismissed from re—education
camps. I told him I only needed a boat pilot, and the rest was taking care by me. But
came along free of charge.

Unknowingly, this ex—Navy officer miscalculating between a mile and a nautical mile,
turned the boat too early, exactly into the area ravaged by piracy. I only quietly told my
wife because all passengers would be agitated if they knew. Later I discovered that Bt
was in Corporal rank and signed up for a brief Officer training course. Thus, his seafaring
knowledge was limited.

After 10 a.m. on April 28, 1980, we encountered a big Panama oil tanker, about 100
meters from our boat and we could clearly see the Panamanians on the deck. But shot one
flare into the sky. I got so upset, I told him that we only used them at night if an
emergency arose. Admitting his mistake, he kept quiet. My anger dwindled and we sailed
Southward and kept following the commercial ships route. All day, we had seen three
more metal-hulled gigantic vessels, but none stopped to assist or pick us up. At that time,
the water and foods were still sufficient for the following week. Around noon, the sun
was fierce, I anchored and let people swim. Those know how to swim enjoyed it
immensely.

Undeniably, March is the calmest time to cross ocean. Its surface was calm like an
autumnal pond. Regrettable, this gentle ocean month brought more frequent patrols.

We continued on two more days and encountered several cargos and fishing vessels.
They all ignored us, although we made every effort to call for help. Only one Singapore
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fishing boat donated two boxes of biscuits and one can of water. Then on May 1, 1980, a
miracle happened at 10:47 a.m. A helicopter circled around our boat and signaled us to
sail Westward. Reading the compass, Westward was the way back to Vietnam! I ordered
the pilot to turn off the engine and let it float. Around half an hour later, a very big ship
unexpectedly appeared, PORT DE LUMIERE read on its hull. On the deck, a Vietnamese
man, from a loudspeaker, advised us to be calm, “This is the Cap Anamur. We will pick
you up.”

I ordered everyone to divide the passengers into two groups to avoid capsizing. The men
climbed up the ship on the rope ladders while women and children went through the
cargo lifting nets. All 45 of us remember this moment for the rest of our lives: at 10:47
a.m. on 1980 May Day (International Workers’ Day), the Cap Anamur had saved our
lives.

Cap Anamur ran along Viet Nam shores waters to look for more escaped boats. Every
day it rescued one boat. Twelve days it picked up 12 boats and the total was 474 Boat
people. I got to meet the Cap Anamur captain, and I offered him the K54 and two clips of
ammos. He thanked me and wished me luck in the new life.

On May 12, 1980, Cap Anamur transported the Boat people they had rescued to
Singapore. We temporarily stayed in the first and only the Hawkins Road Refugee Camp
in Sembawang, for one month and 28 days. The International Refugee issued S $2.50 for
daily allowance for each person. Refugees took care of cooking. The camp leader was an
ex—colonel in QLVNCH. He invited me to come to the Office to help out. He founded
two committees, Interior and Exterior, worked directly with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugee, without Singaporean government. He appointed me to be the
leader of the Interior Committee (Truong Ban Noi Vu), to take care of matters involving
the refugees. Although still in shock I eagerly accepted and was happy to help. The
Exterior Committee, led by Nguyén Hitu Huan, an ex—helicopter pilot. He was fluent in
English for undergoing military training in the US. His main responsibilities were to take
refugees to hospital appointments and act as the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugee’s interpreter when the Agency prepared a resettlement application for refugees
or when the third country groups came to interview them. Huan used to live across of
Thanh Van Cinema, on Lé Vin Duyét road, very close to my father’s house. Huén and I
used to go to Chi Hoa Elementary school.

The Singaporeans were well off and benefactory. Each week they would bring clothes
and foods. Big bags of Chinese sausages were very popular. | had to arrange young men
to carry them into storage. When a refugee boat arrived, we would distribute clothing and
foods to them and there were still plenty of clothes and foods the day my family exited
the camp. I believe one of the reasons for this is because probably the refugees received
stipends weekly and were able to buy their own things. Another factor is probably
because they did not feel a need for handouts. Later, from the news, I learned that the
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Singapore refugees camp was regarded as “The gate to Heaven on Earth”, comparing
with other camps around the world.

On July 9, 1980, we were resettled in West Germany.

In 1981, on Chanel 2 (ZDF) Germany has shown an “Einen Milimetr uber dem Rand der
Welt” (Mot Milimét Qua Bo Kia ctia Thé Gidi), a one—hour long documentary about Cap
Anamur rescuing refugees at sea. Our boat was shown clearly. The reporter said it is very
difficult to arrive safely to shores when the secondary engine propeller has broken.

The reporters from Chanel 2, on National Television German in 2006 and 2008 had
filmed our family’s activities, a typical Vietnamese refugee family rescued by Cap
Anamur, who now integrated and are successful living in Germany.

I am truly satisfied. My descendants were successful according to my plan when I took
serious risks in purchasing a boat to take my whole family to flee the country directly
from Saigon River. As an ex—officer from the VNCH Ranger, I did not have any
seafaring experience. | was able to make it to the free world with 40 others. If the VC
caught me I would not see a free day.

Our family consisted of five members when we left Saigon. In 2017, the total was 17. We
live happily in Bochum, Germany, a free and humanitarian society.

Lé Thanh Tung
(In remembering Dr. Rupert Neudeck, our great benefactor)
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Nguén: Internet eMail by Trung Tin Ly chuyén

Pang ngay Chua Nhat, November 27, 2022
Ban Ky Thudt Khoa 104-72/SQTB/PD, BPP11/TDIND, QLVNCH
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