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HANH QUAN BIET KiCH

Theo tai liéu “S O G” by John L. Plaster.

Mai can ct hanh quén tién phuong (FOB) SOG Pa Ning,
Phu Bai, Kontum, Ban Mé Thudt ¢6 khoang 12 toan
bi¢t kich ciia Hoa Ky do si quan, ha si quan LLDB/HK

1am trudng toan (Khong ké cac toan Loi HO do si quan

QLVNCH lam truéng toan). Tuy nhién luc nao cling chi

c6 6 toan san sang hanh quan, 6 toan con lai bi ton that, doi

b6 xung, huan luyén.

Pau nam 1968, toan biét kich Maine trén Kontum sap hoan thanh nhiém vu luan phién 6
thang. Truong toan Fred Zabitosky da san sang cho chuyén di cubi cung cta anh ta. Toan
pho Trung si Doug Glover bj thuong trong hai chuyén xam nhép trudc day. Zabitosky
ting tham du 2 chuyén Bright Light tim mot truong toan bi dich bat, tra tin, va giét, va
chuyén khac tim Charlie White rot xudng tir day cap ciru McGuire bén Mién.

Lan nay Zab s& xam nhap muc tiéu “Bra” khuc song ubn quanh, noi duong 110 tach ra
khoéi duong 96 trén hé thong duong mon HO Chi Minh di vé hudng dong. Trong muc ti€u
Bra, quan chinh quy Bic Viét xdy binh tram 37, mot cin ¢ 16n v6i nhiéu kho tiép van,
dan duoc. Quan Béc Viét dung binh tram nay dé chuyén quan, do trang bi, tiép liéu vao
vung cao nguyén Nam Viét Nam va bic Cambodia. Can clr nay dugc bao vé boi hoa luc
phong khong rat manh, mot tiéu doan phong vé va mot don vi chong biét kich. Muc tiéu
Bra dugc coi nhu khu vuc “néng’ > nhat mién nam Lao, khé khin hon nhitng muc tiéu
trudc day nhu Juliet, Hotel, India, va November Nine.

“Khi danh sach cac muc ti€éu dua ra”, truong toan Lowell Stevens ké lai “Anh tré nén bi
mat, im lang, anh khong mudn Bra ndi tiéng, nhung anh hy vong va cau nguyén khong
phai nhan lanh myc ti€u d6”. Mot truong toan khac Lloyd O’Daniels bado dong “Ban nén
dem theo dﬁy du dan duoc, vi ban sé& can dén no khong lau dau”.

Hai tuén 18 sau khi trin Tong Cong Kich 1968 Mau Than bat dau, thanh phé Hué vin con
trong tay dich quan, can ctir Khe Sanh bi bao vay. Toan bi¢t kich Maine xam nhap muc
tiéu Juliet Nine (Bra) dé do tham quan Bic Viét dang rat quan, ting cuong thém quan
hay tiép té cho tran tin cong ctia ho trén ving cao nguyen. Doug Glover vira moi ra khoi
bénh vién, s& thay Zabitosky lam trudng toan, nén chuyén nay dé cho Glover lam truong,
Zabitosky lam pho. Toan Maine c6 thém Trung si Purcell Bragg.
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Khéng toan biét kich nao xam nhap muc tiéu Bra ma khong biét so. Toan Maine dugc hai
tryc thing Huey tha xudng, Glover quyén trudng toan dan toan ra khoi bai dap dén mot
chd ram rap, anh ta khong biét di dua toan vao mot hém nii. Hém nui ndy rong khoang
300 thudc, toan biét kich kham pha ra mdt day phao dai cua dich. Zabitosky dang xem
x¢€t cac phao dai dé dinh thoi gian cac phéao dai duoc xay, mot trung doi linh Bic Viét
chay lai tan cong toan bi¢t kich. Toan Maine vira bén tra vira lui ra.

“Ong chi huy!” Glover néi 16n cho Zabitosky nghe, cting lic Bragg bao cdo, Covey, may
bay quan sat diéu khong FAC cho biét c6 hai toan biét kich dang cham dich, va toan
Maine phai ran “gdng” mot minh trong vong 45 phut. Zab ra 1énh cho Glover dua toan
trd lai bai truc thang 1ap vi tri phong thil, con anh ta s& & lai cAm chan dich.

Ban tinh bao don vi SOG sau nay cho biét hém nui do 1a bo chi huy cap trung doan cua
dich, ciing c6 thé 12 bo chi huy binh tram 37. Zab tiép tuc quing lyu dan, ban cam chan
dich quan ching ntra giod rdi chay ra bai trryc thing. Tai bai dap, Glover da to chitc xong
vi tri phong thu va dang diéu dong cac phi tuan khu truc A—1 danh bom yém tro cho toan
biét kich. Trong lac Zab con trong hém nui, quan Bic Viét dem t6i dai lién phong khong
12.71y. Covey cho biét thém, quan sat thiy bdn dai d6i cua dich dang trén duong dén vi
tri toan biét kich va mot dai doi da gan to1.

Trén ving trach nhiém chiéc may bay quan sat van lién lac v6i toan biét kich & dudi.
Covey hoi Zab.

— Anh ¢6 tit ca moi ngudi chua?
— b, ¢b chuyén gi khong?
— Cach anh chirng 400 thudc vé hudng tdy c¢6 chd an toan hon cho gia dinh anh.

Diéu rit nguy hiém, dem tryc thiang vao bdc toan biét kich trong khi bai nay c6 hoa luc
phong khong va dong dao dich quan. Trong khi cac phi tuan khu truc, truc thing vo trang
danh xung quanh bai dap, Covey huong dan toan Maine chay 150 thudc huéng dong nam
doc theo mot dong sudi, qua mot canh rimg dén mot bai dap khac an toan hon.

Ho dén mot khoang dét trong trai, khong bi dich dudi theo. Covey cho mdt truc thing vao
bbc toan Maine. Moi nguoi déu nin thg, Purcell Bragg cung hai biét kich Thuong chay ra
leo 1én tryc thiang, chiéc may bay bdc 1én cao, qua khoi ngon cdy. Thoat.

Toan biét kich con lai gém Zab, Glover, va 4 biét kich Thugong doi chiéc th hai. Hang

tram dich quan bao vay ba mat bai dap, xung phong tan cong. Khu truc A—1, ciing truc

thang vo trang dén ban hoa tién xung quanh bai dap cho chiéc tryc thing tha hai vao bdc

bi¢t kich quan con lai. Khi truc thang dap xué)ng, toan bi¢t kich vira chay ra truc thang
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vira ban x6i xa. Quan Béc Viét cling nhao ra séng chét khong dé toan biét kich chay
thoat. Khi chiéc truc thang boc 1én cao khoang 75 bg, B—40 cta dich ban tring may bay.
Chiéc truc thang rét xudng, dat lam doi boc chay.

Bi thuong, bi chiy xém quan 4o, Zabitosky chay lai chiéc truc thing dang béc chay, 16i ra
dugc vién phi cong cung nguoi phi cong phu. Doug Glover, 4 biét kich Thugng, 2 Trung
si xa thu dai lién Melvin Dye, Robert Griffith déu chét. Trén mot chiée Huey khac bay
cao 3,000 bg, y ta LLDB Luke Nance nhin xudng chiéc truc thang dang bbc chay, la 1én
cho ngudi phi cong biét “Co ngudi con sdng ¢ dudi! bap xudng dé t6i ctru ho!”. Hai vién
phi cong nghi ngo quan Bic Viét dang luc soat xac chiéc truc thing tra 16i “Minh nén ra
khoi cho nay tot hon!”. Nance cuong quyét “Khong! Minh khong di dau hét! Phai xudng
ctru may ngudi ¢ dudi”. Cudi ciing vién phi cong phai bay xuéng.

Mic dau dan AK, 12.7ly ban Ién chlec truc thang van lao xuong, Nance thay 10
Zabitosky ngi 1én nga xubng, cd gang 16i hai vién phi cong vé hudng co tiéng truc thing.
Nance chay lai gitip Zab 161 hai vién phi cong 1én may bay, anh ta khong nhan ra Zab,
mat may bi chdy den xi. TAt ca déu thoat, duoc truc thang dua vé bénh vién Hoa Ky trén
Pleiku an toan. Tuéng Westmoreland vao bénh vién tham, gén chién thuong bdi tinh va
dé nghi cho Zabitosky 1anh huy chwong Danh Du (Medal of Honor). Bén thang sau, mot
toan biét kich khac cting tur Kontum (FOB 2) do John Kedenburg lam truong toan xam
nhép duong 110 cach myc tiéu Bra 12 dam vé hudéng dong. Toan cham sung v6i mot toan
tuan tidu cua dich, sau d6 quan Béic Viét dem dén mot tleu doan bao vay. Sau thang
trude, Kedenburg dé chimg to kha ning, can dam, dem vé dugc xac Trung si Nhat Dan
Wagner trudng toan Nevada nén dugc giao cho trach nhi€ém lam truong toan.

Toan Nevada, bi dich dudi theo sat nat, mdi 1an toan ngung lai thd, quan Biéc Viét bat
kip. Hai bén nd sting rdi toan biét kich chay tiép. Cudi cting Kedenburg nam lai can cho
toan vién chay, roi chay sau. Sau khi bat kip toan, mot biét kich Thugng chay lac, anh ta
khong thé hy sinh ca toan & lai chd, va rat ¢6 thé nguoi biét kich Thuong da bi dich bat
hodc chét. Kedenburg lién lac yéu cau bdc toan, ho nghi rﬁng da cit dudi duoc linh Bic
Viét.

Khi tric thing t6i tha day xudng cau 1én duoc 4 biét kich, Kedenburg diéu khién cac khu
truc co A—1 ban chin dudng. Chiéc Huey thir hai dén tha xudng 4 soi day cap ctru cho
anh ta cung 3 biét kich quan con lai. Lac d6 dich quan da bang qua man ludi Itra do A—1
tao nén, dong thdi ngudi biét kich chay lac ciing xuét hién do tréng thiy truc thing trén
vung. Thay vi cho tryc thang bay di, Kedenburg thao ddy McGuire ra nhuong cho ngudi
biét kich Thuong, rdi ra dau cho truc thing bay 1én, con mot minh & lai d6i pho véi dich
quan.

Moi nguoi trén tryc thang ching kién Kedenburg bém chét 6 linh Bic Viét trude khi guc
ngd. Hom sau todn cap ctru Bright Light vao dem veé dugc xac John Kedenburg. Chang la
nguoi thir hai trong don vi SOG dugc an thudéng huy chuong Danh Du.
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Thém mot ngudi nira ndi tiéng trén Kontum, ban ctia ca hai Zabitosky va Kedenburg, mot
huyén thoai trong don vi SOG d6 1a Trung si Nhat Robert Howard. Bu con nhu ngudi
tiéu phu, 6ng ta dén Kontum FOB 2 dau nam 1967. Howard dugc dé nghi an thudng huy
chuong Danh Dy 3 1an trong vong 13 thang, va nhiéu ngudi nghi ring, ong ta xung dang
duogc ca 3. Cho toi nay Howard 1a ngudi 1anh nhiéu huy chuong cao quy ké ca 8 Chién
Thuong Boi Tinh. Mot dém Howard chay to1 xe chd quan cua dich trén duong 110, ném
min Claymore vao xe trudc con mit ngac nhién ctia dich quan rdi cho nd tung qua min.

Puoc dé nghi huy chwong Danh Dy 1an dau vao thang 11 nam 1967, khi toan biét kich do
Johnnie Gilreath lam trudng todn kham pha ra kho vii khi, lvong thye 16n cua dich trong
ving dong nam Lao. Trong khi Gilreath cliing véi toan vién tiép tuc theo ddi hoat dong
ctia dich, don vi SOG chuén bi cho dai doi xung kich Hatchet Force tAn cong. Howard
tinh nguyén lam trudng toan huéng dan dai doi xung kich tir bai dap dén chd toan cua
Gilreath.

Su bat ngd khong dén mai, 3 chiée tryc thing d6 quan bi phong khong dich 1am hu hai
nang, Howard van dan duoc dai doi Hatchet Force dén chd toan biét kich. Trong khi dai
doi xung kich pha hury kho vii khi, lvong thuc ctia dich, Howard dan toan di quan sat
xung quanh, ban ha thém 4 dich quan, tiéu huy thém may phéo dai nguy trang cta dich.

Sau tran tan cong, trum don vi SOG dua Gilreath va Howard vao Sai Gon thuyét trinh vé
tran danh cho tudng Westmoreland. Gilreath dugc cho di hoc 1ai may bay do uéc mudn
cua anh ta. Howard tr¢ lai Kontum véi huy chuong Ngoai Hang (Distinguish Services
Cross).

Muc tiéu Bra noi Zabitosky lanh huy chwong Danh Dy van 14 chd nguy hiém nhat cho
nhimg toan biét kich. Toan California do Joe Walker lam truong toan phuc kich don vi
chong biét kich cuia dich that bai vi khau CAR-15 ctia toan pho gap tré ngai tac xa. Quan
Bic Viét bin tra lai bang B-40 1am tt ca moi ngudi trong toan déu bi thuong.

Toan California phai 1an trén qua dém, sang hom sau, mot trung doi xung kich do Trung
Gty Daniel Swain chi huy xudng bai dap dé don toan California. Joe Walker cung 3 biét
kich Thuong tinh nguyén & lai gitp trung déi xung kich. Trung dd1 nay dugc 1é€nh di
chuyén doc theo dudong 96 vao sau muc tiéu Bra tim muc ti€éu cho phi co oanh kich hoac
tn cong trén bo.

Trung doi xung kich luc so4t vé hudng bac hai ngay khong giap mot tén dich, khong mot
phéat stng bén tia. Walker cam thay khong an tam, cang lau cang nguy hiém, va khong
nghi ngo rang dich s& dén. Pém thir hai, ho dong quan, lap tuyén phong thu gitta duong
96 va mot nhanh séng rong. Coi bo chic an vi quan Bac Viét khong thé tin cong tir bén
kia song qua. Nhung néu dich danh tir dudng vao, trung doi xung kich sé& bi ket dang sau
1a séng, hét duong chay.
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Walker va 3 biét kich Thuong, toan California khong dao hé chién dau, ho chui vao mot
bui tre. Khoang 3:00g sang, Walker thtrc gidc nhin dong hd va nghe tiéng xe van tai.
Chiéc dau ngung lai cach khoang 200 thudc, roi chiée thir hai, thir ba... chang chi con
nghe duoc tiéng md bung sau xe van tai Molotova do Nga S6 ché tao trang bi cho quan
d6i Bic Viét. ST quan dich dung loa tap hop dé tin cong. Trong nhitng hd chién ddu gin
d6, khau dai lién M—60 d3 duoc rap dan. Luc d6 anh sang phat ra tir nhitng cdy dén pin
ctia dich chiéu qua chiéu lai xuyén qua man dém.

Khau dai lién M—60 nha dan trude, tiéng nd xé tan bau im lang, quan Bic Viét ban tra
diia va phao kich vao tuyén phong thii cua don vi xung kich SOG. Pan va miéng ghim
vao lung, dui Walker. Mot goc phong tuyén bi v, quan Bac Viét tran vao bén trong.
Trung Gy Swain, Ranger Haynes bo qua chd Walker rdi mot trai ¢bi nd dang sau hai
ngudi lam Swain bi thuong ning noi chan. Mic dau bi thwong, Walker van cb gang bo ra
chd khac, kéo theo Trung ty Swain. Mot ha si quan My den dung day hting hai chuc vién
AK, anh ta la 1én rdi rét xudng dat.

Walker tiép tuc bo vé phia bd song, 16i theo Swain. Anh ta van dem theo khau dai lién
M-60, va tim duoc chd can vuot qua song. Bén kia da c6 mé'ly bi¢t kich Thuong bi
thuong dang an trén. Nhin qua bén kia song, Walker thiy dén pin ctia quan Béc Viét di
thanh toan chién trudmg. Walker nhd dén Swain, voi bo trd lai kéo Trung ty Swain 1én
bo 1dy poncho cudn lai, anh ta khong c6 thudc men dé chita cho éng trung ddi trudng,
trung do1 xung kich.

Trén Kontum, Pai ity Ronald Goulet danh thitc Howard day “Minh phai di ctru Walker
va Swain”. Vai ha si quan LLDB/HK khac ciing tinh nguyén di theo. Toan cap ctu
Bright Light 12 ngudi do Goulet chi huy xAm nhép véo tim kiém quéan nhan Hoa Ky tir
tran hodc mat tich. Trong man dém toan Bright Light do ddm tim Walker va Swain, ho so
tung xac chét mot, xac nao chan dai 1a cia nguoi Hoa Ky, cudi cung ho tim dugc Walker
va Swain.

Cho cho troi sang, cac phi tuan oanh kich bao viing, toan Bright Light qua tr¢ lai bén kia
song t&i cho phong thu cua trung di xung kich, ho thau hoi duge xac ngudi ha si quan
M¥ den va nhitng quan nhan bi thuong.

Gitra thang 11, Howard tinh nguyén tré lai muc ti€éu Bra cung véi mot dai doi Hatchet
Force, pha hoai, tim cach kéo quan doi Bic Viét dang bao vay quan bi¢t kich M¢o do
CIA/CAS tai trg siu trong dat Lao. Pon vi SOG hy vong “v6” ndy s& 1am quan d6i Bac
Vi¢t phai dua quan vé gilr myc tiéu Bra. Pai doi Hatchet Force do mot dai uy chi huy,
thém Trung Gy James Jerson, may ha si quan trong d6 c6 Lloyd O’Daniel trong trung doi
1.

Page 5of 7



Pon vi ndy ciing khéng cham dich, khong bi ban tia trong vong 4 ngay dau luc soat trong
khu vue duong 96. Vung nay bi B-52 trai tham bom nhiéu 1an tan hoang, cay cdi d6 nat,
trudc day rung rat rAm rap. Quan Bic Viét tlep tuc lui tranh dung do nhu trung ddi cua
Trung 0y Swain truéc diy. Dén dém 16 thang 11, khoang 100 dich quan tin cong vao
tuyén phong thtt dém dai d6i Hatchet Force rdi lai rat lui nhu dam quan ma. Ngay 18 ho
b1 phuc kich nhd, dich quan lai bién mat. Quan Mii Xanh Hoa Ky doan duoc y dinh cua
dich. Ngay mai moi dung 1a “ngay”.

Sang hom 19, Howard thdy mot thiéu uy tré di dau thay vi mot linh Thuong day kinh
nghiém. Rdi ngudi sT quan tré tiép tuc dan dao, va tim thay duong day dién thoai. Do theo
duong day dén mot bui cdy, vién si quan kham pha ra do 1a mot choi quan sat, co6 mét bat
com van con nong, anh ta blet ngay quan Bic Viét sap tan cong. Vlen thiéu 1 uy tlep tuc
dan dau, den mdt khoang trong, anh dinh dan dai doi biang qua, may nguoi biét kich
Thuong ngan ngu doi 1énh va Dai uy dai doi truong ra lénh © “tiép tuc”. Howard chay Ién
trudc can vién thleu Uy lai “Bén kia canh rung c6 ngudi, coi chung dich!”, anh ta lac dau
tra 1oi “Toi s& giét hét tui no. Hay cho xem!”.

Vién thiéu uy ban phat du tién trang mot tén, r01 sung B-40, sting cbind vang doi lén
dau trung doi di trudc. Mot qua dan cdi 621y nd gan chd ngudi si quan, bay mat ban chan
phai ctia anh ta, va gan dit chan trai. Howard dang lo biang bé cho vién thiéu ty thi mot
qua B-40 khac n6 gan bén, miéng ghim vao lung va chan anh ta. O’Daniel khong ngd,
Howard ndi dién dung day chui thé trong lac sung nd nhu mua, ké ca dai lién phong
khong 12.7ly trén chién xa 16i nudc PT—76. Howard dinh dung stng phong hoa tién M—
72 tiéu diét chién xa ctia dich, mot trai B—40 khac nd gan d6 1am hu khau M—72, bi
thuong mot si quan khac. Howard diu vién si quan quay vé ban chi huy dai d6i, dan theo
hai bi¢t kich Thuong ban yém trg, con chang dem theo hai khau M—72 1én bin guc chién
xa Béc Viét.

Trong khi d6 dai doi xung kich Hatchet Force phai lui vé noi ¢ cay cdi che chd 1ap tuyén
phong thu. Truc thang tan thuong dugc goi dén, bi dan phong khong ban Ién trung xa thu
dai lién ngay dau gbi, anh ta thét 1én dau dén ¢ dudi dat cung nghe. Dich tiép tuc ban vao
may bay, chiéc truc thing chao di bc chay noi dich quan bét dau tAn cong trung doi dan
dau. Mic dau d3 bi thuong hai lan, Howard chay lai chiéc truc thang dang chay, 161 ra
mdt xa thu dai lién, ngudi xa tha bén kia da chét. Vién phi cong chinh giup ngudi phi
cong phu ra khoi may bay, chay vé tuyén phong tha cta dai d6i xung kich.

Hoém sau céc phi tudn 1én yém tro cho tryc thiang vao tai thuong, dem dai d6i Hatchet
Force vé lai can ctr. Howard dugc dé nghi an thuéng huy chuong Danh Du lan thir hai
trong vong mot nam. Ba tuan sau, Howard lai tinh nguyén di theo todn bié¢t kich vao muc
tiéu Bra.

Toan biét kich do Larry White lam truong toan, Trung si Robert Clough, mot st quan
LLDB Vié¢t Nam, va 6 biét kich Thugng. Tai bai dap chinh dich ban 1€n, tryc thang phai
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bay dén bai dap thi hai ciing bi ban, dén bai dap phu sung dich ban 1én rét chiée truc
thang. White trang dan rdt ra ngoai, nguoi xa thu dai lién trang dan guc bén canh khau
M-60, vién si quan LLDB/VN tring dan chét. Ai cling an dan ngoai tror Howard va
Clough.

Piéu ngac nhién 14 chiéc tryc thang van con bay duogc, moi nguoi lai chui vao chiéc truc
thang va bdc 1én cao trudc khi dich quan xong ra ban 1én t6i tap. Ba tuan sau, Howard
theo mot chuyén hanh quan Bright Light qua Mién. Lan nay chang dugc huy chuong
Danh Du thuc su.

Ngay 17 thang Ba nam 2000
John L. Plaster
Vi Dinh Hiéu dich
»
»
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Nguon: Internet eMail by tony nguyen chuyén

Dang ngay Thir Bay, December 28, 2024
Ban Ky Thudt Khoa 104-72/SQTB/PD, bD11/TDIND, QLVNCH
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