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Bai viét nay c6 nac dich tim héu théngdiép aia hai nhatao dién Ken Burns va Lynn
Novick qua 1Qioan phim \& Chién Tranh V&t Namduoc trinh chéu tréndai PBS trong
hai tiin vira qua, nting khdngdi vao chi tét caa nHrng doan phim ma chdua ra nét cai
nhin 6ng thé dé phan tach 4u trdc chéu sau da b phim. Sau pin tim héu théngdiép
la phén bién 1ap luan caa hai nhatao dién nay.

Cuon phim 10doan nay bao gm mot so lugng rat 16n tai ligu ve chien tranh Vit Nam
dugc duc ket va dan d@ng theo njt cau trdc ntaim danh roi hai tien d€: sy phi ly va tinh
vO luén @a cuwpc chien. Hai tén dé nay la gn tang luan ly cho nlirng nHrng muc dich
sauday:

1. Céng nAn va thdng &m gr tai nhuc va ném dau @a nhing aru chién binh Hoa K
va giadinh aia hy;

2. bua ra quardiém 1a ngroi My da chon lam phedé danh giic;
3. Két &n chinh qugn My da thrc hign mot chinh sach hoan toan saii vé cuoc chién
Viét Namduadén nhrng ke qua dau throng cho nhan dania c hai nréc, My va Viét

Nam:;

4. Sau cung la Bn luan cho ndt chinh sach hoadp hoa gii vi sau nling dau throng
do, ngroi tir hai chén tuyen da nkin chan raiuoc la ai ai éing day ap tinh ngroi.
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Hai tién dé va bn muc dich néu trén chinhéy ch duoc gii dén cho khan thinh g
nguoi My.

Tiép theo sautay, tac gi bai viet khai tricn nhiing tien dé va muc dich néu lénié lam
sang 6 théngdiép aia hai nhatao dien.

VE KHAN THINH GI A

Khoing 90% niiing cinh dan gng trong 1Gioan phimdéu néi & ngudi M. Dat nuoc
Viét Nam, ghl’nh qusn mién Nam, déing nhr quénd@i‘mién, Nam ch dugc dung nlr mot
hau canh. Hau nhr tat ca nhirng luan diem trinh baydéu nham dén ngroi My.

V& hai tién @&, phi ly va vo luan, @a cwc chién tranh

CUQC CHIEN TRANH VI ET NAM PUQC CHUNG MINH NH U LA M QT HIEN
TUOQNG PHI LY Vi:

Pat nudc Viét Nam cach xawmyc My ca 10,000 dm. Noudi dan Viet Nam ch mudn
sdng yénon, khdngdong cham dén quyén loi cia nrge My. Vay thi ha & gi nrdc My lai
dua quan vao xam cfm Viét Nam va gt hai ngudi Viét Nam; ngroi linh My khéng
biét tai sao v danh giic vadanh giic vsi muc dich gi trong lic b d6 mau cho néin Nam
Viét Nam thi chinh qudn mién Nam ti nat, tham nhing; quan linh nén Nam thi hén
nhét, kit luc, khdng c6 kh ning danh gic;

Trong ltc ngoi linh My chét cho mén Nam Vit Nam thi ngeoi My phuc w tai mién
Nam Vjét Namdéu cam nhan la &t ca moi nguoi Viét Nam, Bic ding nhr Nam Vigt
Nam,déu ghét b nguoi My;

Trong khi khéng ai @t nghaduoc ly do nardi My phai chién dau ¢ viét Nam, thidiéu
phi ly 1a cwbc chién da giét di hon 58,000 ngdi M§ va khaing 3,000,000 ngpi Vi ét,
chua k& khéng bét bao nhiéu ngoi tan pté, thuong it ca thé xac Bn tam thn cunganh
huong tam ly tiéu gc ddi vai cac giadinh aia hy.

CUQC CHIEN TRANH VI ET NAM VO LUAN Vi:

Chinh qugn My d kra dbi nhan dan M vé s that caa cube chién. Mot vai vi di dién
hinh & 6ng thdng Johnsoua quan vao \dt Nam ma khéng cho daniiiét; Nixon ra
lénh thh bom &i Cao Mén éng khong cho dan Wbiét; Nixon tuyén b véi nhan dan M
tran Ha Lao 1a ndt thanh cdngwa ké haach Viét Nam héa chvési muc dich dé thang ar
trong lGc thre sr tran chién Ha Lao 1 ndt thit bai ning ré; Nixon hira € can thép réu
Béc Viét tién chém mién Nam, v.v.
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Cép tuong, t My da néi lao vatra dbi chinh qugn My. Vi du § quan cao 4p nhin thy
vu My Lai nheng #ing lo khong bao cao; caadng chi huy cac tin chien ¢ Viét Nam
phuc trinh saidc vé két qua cia cac tin danh.

Quan linh My an cip db tiép vién cho quardoi My dem ra ban tran rig thi truong mén
Nam ©o nén ndt sy phdn thinh gi tao tai cac thanh ththicday gai qué ¢ thanh plh
lam géi giang b.

Cudc chién tranh, ngoai vic giét di — khéng c6 ly do chintiang - trén 58,000 quan nhan
Hoa Ky va khaing 3,000,000 linh \& Nam, K ca Nam va Bic, va khong tit bao nhiéu
la thuong dan vodi bao gm ca dan bain con nit, nfit 1A & nhitng viing @i 1a “viing
hoa hrc tr do” (free fire zones)jé tinh vao con&thdng ké nhr 1a nhing thanh congd
quan . Nhitng hinhanh quan nhan Hoaykchét duoc bo vao bao (body bags) l&tj
nhirng cinh banh thay, t tay, mit chan éa quan nhan Mday day. Xac linh éng sin
mién Bac Ian 1on véi xac dan phi tranday chién truong, chit thanhdéng nhr suc \t.
Nhét la cinh thhm sats My Lai duoc trinh chéu nhiéu lan. Ngoai nling ngroi da ckét
con hang ha sa&nhitng throng binh tan pé, thuong @t con chu anh hrong tac li vé
tam thn ding nhr tac hi tiéu arc di véi giadinh hy. Céi vo luan 1& chd tit ca nhitng
tang throng d6 déu khéng co ¢ sv dé bién minh.

MUC PICH CUA VIEC NEU LEN SU'PHI LY VA VO LUAN C UA CUQC
CHIEN LA PE:

Coéng ntan va théng ém niém dau @a quan nhan Hoaskda hy sinh mt cach vo ich
trong cc chén. Pa $ nhiing thanh nién M nhap ngi — theo g trinh bay @a b phim -
la ngroi daden hdic nhitng thanh phn thwbc nhitng giadinh nghéo. i khéng héu dugc
ly do i sao hy phai danh giic & Viét Nam. H chi biét dau ko va i nudc mit khi
nguoi ban aia hy dangan wong, nddtia Wi ho hang ngay Bng nhién phi chét di mot
cachdot ngot. Va cau chugn nay a lién tc xay ra mdi ngay, ngay nay qua ngay khac
suwt 13 thang phc wu cia hy. Giadinh aia ho theo doi céc chién tirng ngay, om norp
lo sy nguoi dua tin Xau. Nhitng binh §tro vé c6 nhéu ngrdi mang throng #it thé xac
ciing nhr tam thin nhr 1& nhing i chang hau chién tranh ma pii Am thim chiu dung
vi lliic @6 nhan dan Hoa ¥ ciing khéng thy ly do chinhdang cho céic chién, da crbng
chién tranh va gi ho 1& nHing Hi pham chién tranh chuyén ét tré con (baby killers).
Ngay nhing ¢ quan vra Ht ‘nghip, mic du ting say xung phong tham éhi¢ Viét Nam
vi ho ngﬁ la hp phuc vu qmc gia v, nheng hp ciing khong hdu rd ly do ti sao h phai
tham chén & Viét Nam. Nhéu ngroi d& thit vong va to nén plan chién vi cinh ctét
choc tan bo ma ly ¢a tin mat ching kién. Nhirng hinhanh tang tivong duoc trinh bay
trong ® phim ding nhr nhitng phét biu day xtcdong aia nhing ngrdi duoc phvng VAN
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da tio duoc mot s th6ng @m sau xatdi voi nhitng qué}n nhan nay. & dich aia nhrng
doan phim la géi téa sr am ¢ cia hp qua dong aéc mat thdong @am tinh 1.

Tiép dén ladé dua vao tém thac khan thinh di viéc bo roi mién Nam la ndt viéc lam
dangdan, hop ly, va cédao dic, khdng c6 gi pii mang nic cam i 15i nhu mot s
nguoi da tng suy ngh Bién luan cho quandiém thim kin nay 1a n6c My da cton lam
phede danh giic. Quandiém nay co ngta la E ra nréc My phai chon mién Bic lam
ddng minh @a minh va @ng hiéu ngim 1a chinh qu§n va nhan dan r@m Nam phi la ké
thu aia ngroi My mai ding. Nhrng doan phimdéu tn man y tréng mén Bic thec ar da
dau tranh cho mt Iy tuang; linh mén Bac kién tri, candam, c6 k§ luat. Con linh mén
Nam thi hén nhat,a luc, khdng c6 kh nang chén dau va chinh qugn thi tham nhing,
thoi nét.

Chang minh [a nhan dan Hoaykbao @m ci khaang 2 tréu quan nhada ting luan
phién tham clén ¢ Viét Nam chi |a nhirng ran nhan vodi, la nhitng con déé than cia
chinh séch v6 nhaio aia chinh qugn My da lra dbi, gat gdm ngroi dan Hoa K dé
théa man ning quyén loi kinh t va chinh tr caa ip doan lanhiao. Gi6i tai phiét 1am
giau vi cung &p quan nhu, quamdg, vd khidan drgc, xe ting, may bay, 8u va nhiing
tien nghi khac cho quadbi Hoa Ky. Hay trong trgng cH nhirng vat dung danh @p tir
cac kho hang quadbi ciing du tran ngp thi truong mién Nam. C4c chinhitgia thidua
ra nhing chinh sach ¢mhim muc dich dic ar, mot muc dich quan tsng hon c sinh
ménh qia toan dan nén Nam.

Ching minh gia tr caa tinh ngroi sau khi céc chién tranhduoc goi 1a phi ly va vé luan
d& chim dat. Canh thanh binté Viét Namduoc trinh chéu. Nhitng aru chién binh Hoa
Ky tro lai Viét Nam d@ip nhitng aru chién binh CSVN va & hai béndéu y hoi duoc 1a
cudc chién that 1a phi ly; y Hi dugc 1a du & ngoi My hay ngroi Viét Nam éng sin déu
cling c6 dong mau ély trong ngroi, déu co trai tim deu biét khoc rirc no cho nliing
nguoi ban da nim xmng Ho ¢& 6m nhau trong &t niém thong am day ap tinh ngroi
mac du kb khéng héu tiéng aia nhau va the ra, kv khdng én phii néi mot o1 ndo a.
Dinh diém cia toan b 10doan phim & nét o1 kéu goi, “Tha Tht va Hoa Hp Hoa
Giai” [Forgiveness and Reconciliation].

PHAN BIEN NHUNG PE CUONG CUA 10 POAN PHIM “CHI EN TRANH VI ET
NAM” C UA KEN BURNS VA LYNN NOVICK

Trudc tién, xindé cap s quadén viéc hai nhatao dién Ken Burns va Lynn Novick é¢h
nhim dén khan thinh di ngudi My swbt toan § phim 10doan dugc trinh chéu trong 18
tiéng dong hb tréndai truyén hinh PBS. Nhan dan, qudéi, va chinh qugn mién Nam
chi dugc dung nlr mdt hau canh wi mot sd thoi gio rat giéi han. Va khi cén phim néi
dén nhan dan, quadi, va chinh qugn mién Nam, ngoi ta chi nghe tiy phan lon 1a
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nhitng diéu tiéu arc dang ghét. Thaid nay khong niing vira chbi bo sy that vira nhuc
ma nhan dan, quadoi, va chinh qugn mién Namda cing chung vai thich canh &
dau bén anh nhirng quan nhan HoaK vira nhuc ma hon 1 triéu rudi nguoi mién Nam
da liéu mang $ng wrot bién, wrot bién dé tranh & ha kHic, gian ac ¢a cté do doc tai
cong sin. ba $ nhirng ngroi nay dadinh ar tai Hoa Ky vadangdéng gop vaos phat
trién va thnh wong aia qubc gia Hoa K trong myi 1&nh wrc, khoa bc, y €, gido dic,
kinh €, chinh tf, va quans. D& cé At nhiéu twéng, ta ngoi My goc Viét trong quanioi
Hoa Ky. Nhiéu khoa lrc giadéng gopdang K trong 1anh wc quan s nhe khoa hc gia
Duong Nguyét Anh, trong cac alrong trinh khong gian NASA nhkhoa fc gia Ngugn
Xuan Vinh va ft nhiéu ngroi khac rira.

Sauday la phin phan bién vé hai tién dé then clét caa b phim.
LY DO NGUOI MY THAM CHI EN O VIET NAM

Co phii nguoi My tham chén ¢ viét Nam la phi Iy vi khdng c6 ly do chirténg cho
cuoc chien hay khong?

Thua khong phi. Trén mit chinh thirc, chinh qugn My saubai Chién Il so ring dng
san quic ¥ dudi sy 1anhdao cia Nga va Tau 6t khi ¢& xam chdm dugc Viét Nam thi
s3 tién dan xudng toan cdbong Nam A bao @m Viét Nam, Lao, Kampuchia, Théi Lan,
Ma Lai, Singapore, Indosesia, v.v. va cé idn tran xdng ¢ Tan Tay Lan, Uc theo ly
thuyét domino. Va nkr thé cong sin quic t 3 thang phe t do V& anh hrongdia chinh
ciing nhr quyén loi kinh & cia My lién h¢ dén giao throng & Thai Binh Drong. D6 1a
chua néidén gia thuyét vé sy ciu két gitta quan s va ky nghe (Military-Industrial
Complex) Wi muc dich lam giau cho @i tai phiét bing cach cungap quan nhu, quan
dung, v& khidan duoc, diu xing, xe ing, may bay #ng nhr nhitng tién nghi khac phc
vu cho ton 2 triéu quan nhan Mluan phién tham chin ¢ viét Nam. Nhing ly do nay cé
chinhdang hay khéng 1aan dé caa ngroi My. Trong té gioi ty do r ban ngay nay,
thuc t cho bét 14 nréc My khong tham ckh vi muc dich Iy twrong hay vidong minh ma
chi vi quyen loi cia nréc My ma thoi. Nhing qu;én loi chia nroc My 12 ly do ngrdi My
chién dau ¢ Viét Nam. Dodd, i bat c gid ndo, chinh qin My ciing phii quyet dinh
tham chén. Quan nhan va guan M khong bét dugc 1y do tham chin 1a vi, hac huin
luyén quan g cua My khong c6 phn huin luyén chinh tt hoic chinh qugn My khéng
mudn cho h biét Iy do. Ging c6 tté 1a ngroi linh Hoa Ky biét 16 1y trong caodep la hp
bao vé ty do cho nhan dan én Nam, nleng ky thuat dan drng b phimda bién ho thanh
nhitng tac nhan vo y tke. Khéng ¢o gi ciing minh la quan nhan Hoaykhong bét Iy
do caodep bao vé tw do cho mén Nam Vit Nam. Neu ho khdng bét thi tai sao caceu
quan nhan Hoa Kchién dau tai Viét Nam chodén ngay hém nayan hanh din mang
nhan h¢u aia 14 @& Viét Nam Gng Hoa. Con nhan dan éni Nam Vit Nam thi héu rat
rd tai sao tp phai chién dau; ho chién dau 1a vi ly hiéu dugc ar doc tai, gian 4cwa dng
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san va kb mudn bao vé te do aia hp. Ho khéng mién ngrodi cong sin apdit 1én by mot
chinh séach tan &c, v nh&sm. Hon 1,000,000 ngoi dan mén Bic d4 chay tron ché do
cong $in khic nghit va di ar vao mén Nam m 1954 |a mt biang ching ax thé ching
minh diéu nay. Va ngoi dan mén Nam Vit Nam tin trong 1a nréc My gitp mén Nam
Viét Nam ko vé Iy tuong tr do caadep d6. Néu ngroi M§ va aru quan nhan Hoa K
chién dau tai Viét Nam dingddng y Wi quandiém nay va thanh tamib vé quandiém
d6 thi viec tham chin caa quandsi Hoa Ky thuc ar da cé nét ly do thit chinhdang, clir
khong phii la phi ly.

CUQC CHIEN TRANH VI ET NAM CO MANG TiNH CACH VO LUAN HAY
KHONG?

Trén thrc t&, khdng c6 céic chién tranh nao ladp dao dic ca néu chi nhin k& mit dau
thuong aia sr giét choc. Trongich st caa 11 cée Thanh chén chinh c6 mc dich 1a o
vé dat thanh, nleng o vé dat thanh chla mot chiéu bai. Tirc t& cho bét nhitng vi 1&anh
dao nhing cwc Thanh chin da ptin & nhiing hoangt khdng cé quén thira k& nénda
tham gia cac chién véi muc dich argp aiadé lam giau va xam pim tiét hanh ph ni.
Hién tai, jihadism ¢ing nhan danh Allatié tan dét ké tadao (infidel) ma theo tiéu ctim
cua hy 1a hyp dao ly. Hay thir thAm dinh lai tinh dao dirc caia nHing cwe chién tai
Afghanistan, Irag, Lybia, Syria: Bao nhiéuudgbao ¢m ¢ nhirng ngroi dan vo i,
dan ba, con niga ckét di ma khong B biét tai sao minh phi chét. Ho da ckét ciing vi
cac wong qube tranh gianknh hrong dia chinh va qudn loi chinh ti va kinh € cua giai
cap thing tr.

Péng y la céc chién Viét Namda gay thét hai nhiéu nhan mang aia quan nhan HoaK
va Viét Nam, bao §m c nhirng ngroi linh mién Bac ding nhr trong Nam va vo&
thuong dan vodi, ciing nhr bat ¢ cuc chién tranh nao khac. Trariimh \é chién tranh
thuong gay xaatéong manh. Trong cdc chién Viét Nam, c6 & bac hinh tréng Nguyén
Ngoc Loan kin Nguyén Vin Lém, tr Bay Lép, do Eddie Adams aip dd gay cln dong
va bit man ntt trén tt€ gisi. Ac nghiét thay Ia nét birc hinh throng khéng néi Bt cau
chuyén. Thuc ra, ly do lamténg Loan n Bay Lép 1a vi ngay i hom tnréc y 38 git
mot § quan @nh sat cung & va 3dta con nib cia dngdy ma chinhwéng Loanda tin
méat chiang kién va Biy Lép tuyén 16 1a d4 it hanh dén 1am chugn nay. The®iéu 4
cia ThhaUéc Genéve 1949 thi hamdidng hanh quét caa réng Loan kyp phép vi By
Lop khdng mang quan ph, khdng mang 6t nhan héu nao minh chng minh 14 quan
d6i mada tan satisqguan VNCH va thong dan vodi thi quéan ldt cho phép eng ti,
bao @m ¢ hanh qugt (summary execution) mhtuéng Loandd lam. Chinh Eddie
Adams ¢ingda xin bi tuéng Loan 4i Washington, D.C. vadrthanh nt nguoi ban than
cua tréng Loan.
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Ly do chén ddu cia nhan dan min Nam thit [a chinhdang va Bt kha cudng vido la
mot cudc chién ty vé. Ngudi mién Nam vt Nam tin trong la chinh qugn My va nhan
dan My ciing cuing c6 it 1ap traong nhr nhan dan nén Nam trong quadiém Iy tuong
caodep & o vé tr do. Nhan dan rin Nam ch chdng ki sy xam Eng aia chinh qu§n
cong sin doc tai mwbn apdat mot thé ché kinh € va chinh trvd doan va adoc. Ho
khéng co ydo xam Eng mién Bic nhr chinh qugn mién Bic d4 thrc sr xam kng va
cudng chém mién Nam. H chi mubn bao vé cudc Hng hai hoa vawsty do @ia hy va hp
tin tudng Iadong minh Hoa K ciing gilipdd ho bao vé sy tu do nay. Chin d4u dé bao
vé ty do 1a chén dau dé bao vé qu;én $Hng, quy:n con ngroi. Khong thé khong chén
dau trong terong hop nayduoc vi khdng chin dau 1a tr hay, va céc chién diu hoan
todn thdn véi dao ly, khéng tié 1a vé luanduoc.

Ban vé muc dich do Ken Burns va Lynn Novickdeé ra

B¢ gay hai tén dé, sy phi ly va vo luan ga cujc chién tranh, 1atanhdo nén tang Iuan Iy
cua bon muc dich ma Ken Burns va Lynn Noviadé de ra vi nlitng muc dichde ra chi la
nhitng k¢ luan cia hai tén de phi ly va vo luan.

Tuy nhiéndé 1am sangd van d¢, vé muc dich thr nhit thi thec ra khdng an ai phii lap
lai sy tai nhyc cia aru quan nhan HoaKtham chén tai Viét Nam ding nhr khéng én
ai phai néu 1én g thdng éam ddi véi ho. Bao nhiéu la sachowa tai léu cia cac bc gia
hién nay @ing nhr caa chinh nitng aru quan nhan HoaKtham chén ¢ Viét Namda
rea sich mdi nhyuc d6, ¢ han gn nhirng \ét thuong tinh thin caa hy, vada bén ho tur
mac cam cia nhirng ©i pham chién tranh thanh nimg anh hungay kiéu hanh.

Muc dichdiéu heéng tr duy dia ngroi My vao véc chip nhan lap treong cho &ng ngroi
M¥ d& ctpn 1am phedé danh giic 1a mdt muc dich ching © s thiéu sic manh tri té caa
nguoi dé ra trong tn trinh suyt. Ly do néu ra chaip treang nay 1a (1) ngoi linh mién
Bac Viét Nam chén dau vi ly twong yéu meée, kién tri, cartam, va co K luat con ngroi
linh mién Nam thi hén nhét, khdng céakhing chén dau, (2) ki mién Bac HO chi Minh
la ngroi tai gioi co ly trong yéu méc trong ldc lankiao mién Nam tham niing, thi nét,
va (3) fit ca nguoi Viét bao @m ¢ ngudi mién Namdéu ghét ngoi My. Dodo, quan
diém cia phim Chen Tranh VEt Nam |a ngoi My da chon lam phe. Quadiém naydua
dén loai suy #it yéu nhr sau: (1) CS néh Bic 1§ ra phii 1a d6ng Minh aia My va (2) &
luan tit nhién & nhan daning nhr chinh qugn mién Nam phi la ké thu @ia ngroi M.

Lap treong nay clitng © su thiéu src manh tri tié ¢ chd Ken Burns va Lynn Novick
khéng héu dugc chinh sach tuyén trég voi muc dich ngu dan (obscurantism)acté
d6 mién Bac. Nguoi mién Bac phat béu day tinh 1y trong boi vi ho duoc nhdi so nhu
vay. Ho dugc nhbi so mot cach di tra 1a Ng6ébinh Diém [& may chéndi khap mién
Nam, ngroi M la nHing quéi it an thit nguoi va ham hép phy nit, ngeoi linh mién
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Nam Viét Nam chi [a nhiing ngroi linh danh thué. Dao ho dugc nhbi so 1a phai giai
phong ngoi dan mén Nam. Thre t cho thy 1a khi cham tran \6i luc lugng My va quan
d6i mién Nam, ngoi linh cdng sin rat khiép sy, nhung lidu mang xung phong la con
duong $ng duy nlat ddi véi ho. Ken Burns va Lynn Novick khdngéila trong cidc
tong tin cdng Miu than Hé nhitng thanh niéndng sin da xir ban trén 200 ngoi dan vo
toi tai mot truong tiéu hoc ¢ Gia Hoi rdi vui dap ho trong nhitng hd do chinh nitng ran
nhandao cho minh. Ngay said, nhitng thanh nién nayrtnhién, vui ¥ cung nhauta
cau nhr khdng cé chugn gi xay ra. Trong cac chién mia héto lra, CSVNJa tan ac
xich chan @ 4, 5dta tr con tr 14dén 16 ti vao ndt 6 sing méayié ching khéng cé
co hoi chay thoat vi &, khi 1am chén. Khi vao mén Nam ngroi cong sin da thiy r6 1a
chinh qugn cdng sin d& ddi gat ho: ngudi mién Nam tr do va giau ¢ én ngroi mién
Bac rat xa. Nhrng hp khéngdédi khangduoc, ngai trir nhiing truong hop 1€ té, vi ho da
bi diéu kién hoadé khong thoatiuge canh ap likc throng dau (unavoidance
conditioning) trong rét thoi gian ft 1au.

Vé viéc kha nang chén dau cia ngroi linh CH mién Nam ding dugc danh gia saic.
Toan & cudn phim ch mé & canh ngroi My danh giic va héu ngim la linh mén Nam
khongdanh giic vi hén nhéat va khong c6 &khing. Vay tai sao Bng nhién linh \ét
Nam Gng hoa i chéng git dugc mién Nam fr 1969dén 1975 sau khi M da rat lui fon
60% toan b quan linh am 1969. i sao hy c6 thé day lui duoc dich quan trong dic
tong tﬁn cong quymc trén toan l&anh thmién Nam rAm 1972, rdc du ngroi My cho
rang réu khdng cé s hd tro khdng lrc caa My thi mién Nam § thua? \y tai Sao0 b Ap
Bic, Binh Gh, la Drang, Dak-T6, oanlad cia My ciing dr doi ma linh My van thua
trong lGc quardoi Viét Nam hi day lui dugc cue tong tin cdng trén toan cbi gm Nam
va tai chém duoc tién ddon Quang Tii? Tai sao Bng nhién 4i cé wi tir tha caa anh hing
Lé Vin Hung i An Loc? Tai sao mén Nam \an try dugc mai chadén thang 4-75 sau
khi My d4 rat toan B quanddi ra khoi mién Nam Vit Nam rim 1973 va quadoi
VNCH hoan toan tl§u dan duoc, xang nhot trong lic mén Bac dugc 350,000 quan Tau
chbng lung cuing wi vo s vii khi dan duoc i tandugc tiép vién tir Trung &ng va Nga?
Tai sao trong tinh ting dé lai van c6 tréng anh hing L& MinBao tir tha Xuan Loc
trong nhirng ngay cdi cua thang 4-75? a sao quandoi mién Nam Vit Nam hén nhat,
bat lvc, khdng c6 kh ning chén ddu ma tréng H. Norman Schwarzkopfj ehi huy anh
hung trong chin tran Iraq khi con 1am & van quan s cho Quarboan | @ia VNCH,da
tirng tuyén b tuéng Ngd Quang Trang 1a hre thay caa 6ng. Khéng co 6t ly do nao ét
nghiaduoc mot quanddi yéu, hén nhat, 4t luc, thiéu kha ning ki tré nén anh ting trong
mot thoi gian chop nhoang n thé.

Quandiém cho &ng H> Chi Minh trréc tién 1a ndt nguoi quéc gia yéu rdc; thir dén

maGi la mot nguoi cong sin. Thue € 1a nhan nhn tai liéu ngay naytd chirng minh rd rang
H6 Chi Minh 1a nét dé tir trung thanh €abé Tam Qe Té véi mot tu cach b 6i ddi véi
phu nit, va tan addi voi nhan dangdic biét trong wi cai cach réng dat, nhit 1a wu dau 6
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va xt tr ba Nim, ngroi da trng Mo tro, clng vang, nudiam lanhdao Viét Minh gm co
ca Ho Chi Minh. Tk ma khi xx ba Nim, H6 Chi Minh, theo Tan binh,da che raui
xemdau to, roi vé viet bai “Pia chi &c ghé!”.

Con réu dit van dé chinh pti mién Nam Vit Nam thoi nat, tham nfing. Thr hoi, c6
chinh phi ndo trén th gisi khéng c6 tham ning, k tir thoi dé qubc La Ma chatén ngay
nay? Nhindi chinh pli My cua ngay hém nay, ngi ta ding khéng té khéng céng
nhan thuc & nay.Diém chinh 1 in d& mac d6. DU chinh th mién Nam Vit Nam c6
tham nhing, nhrng ding khéng c¢6 ai thy hay bét duoc nhiéu gidi chirc cao ép co xe
hoi sang tong, nha caota ng N son tldp vang, trong tay code triéu dd-la nhr
nhitng hang cong clc cip lang, ép xa @iabang gng sin Viet Nam CSVN) ngay
nay. G chirc cao ap adng sin thi co tﬁng ty @6 baing cachdy cap tién vién trg, hdi 16
tién thau dich w caa nréc ngoai, bandu dau thd ir ngoai bén, treng thudat dai cia
ndng dan bami cho cac nhaau tr ngaai quoc, nhit la Tau \6i gia cao; con cai sangM
tau nha fac triéu, di xe sang tng, chin bi cho cha randi got con qua Nt khi c6 bén.
Ngoai rabCSVN con it bg, tra tin nhirng ngrdi khéac chinh Kén, dan ap ton glao Th
ma kb phim cho ngoi phat béu la ngroi M da chon 1am phedé chién dau. Piéu nay co6
ngha la B ra ngroi My phai chon BPCSVN lamddng minh ndi dang. THit 1a nghich ly.

Ly do ngroi M§ ngh ring ngrdi dan mén Nam ding ghét ngoi M, ching qua chvi
nhitng phong trao ding My do CS tham nip va b chac, nhit 14 qua trung giania hoa
thuong Tri Quang, @t can & nhi trung @ia CSVN va da chinh My dan drng va thuc
day. Nhan dan néin Nam \n quy nén ngroi linh My d&én gitp b trong céc chién dau
tu vé, bao vé tu do.

Bo phim con cé mc dich két &n chinh quén My da thrc hien mot chinh séch saiin khi
tham chén ¢ Viét Nam vada ddi gat nhan dan Nt dé hon 58 ngan ngoi linh My phai
chét di, trén hai tréu quan nhan Mva giadinh aia by phai ganh cliu nhiing throng dau
do cwbc chiéén tranh ma hai nhdao dién cho la phi Iy va vo luan, va fihg throng dau
ma trén 3 tdu quan nhan hai gm Nam Bic Viét Namda hy sinh cuing vodsthuong dan
vO i va giadinh aia hy phai ganh chiu. Két an nay dng phat xdt tir hai tén dé vé s
phi ly va vd luan aa cuhc chién. Trach w tra o1 cudc chién cd ly do chinltang hay
khéng va c6 bp v6i dao dic hay khéng, trongddng hop nay, théc thim quyén cia
chinh qugn My. Chinh qugn My dua quandoi My vao chén dau tai Viét Nam c6 phi
la dé ngin chin ar gian acdoc tai aia dng sin qubc & hay khong; co pii 1a dé hd tro
cuoc chién du tr vé, bao vé ty do cho nhan dan ém Nam hay khéng? Gleo chinh
quyén My mai tra o1 duoc nhitng cau Bi nay ma thoi. Ning ngroi dan mén Nam thi
hoan toan tinutgng vao nhu &u tit yéu va ly irong caodep d6 va hoan toan tinrtng 1a
nhan dan N}, néu thay ré van dé, ciing hd tro va bénh uc ly teang nay.
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Muc dich thr tr va ding la muc dich ci cung @ia b phim ladé cao hp trudng cho
rang dadén l0c phii phat huy tinh ngoi bing hanhiong tha thir va hoa p hoa gii
(forgiveness and reconciliatior)ay ding ding ki la mot 1ap treong hoi hot, thiéu suy
ngh, khong héu chinh sachang sin. Ging ft c6 the riéng B ting c& nhan thi i s
cuu chién binh &ng sin c6 khi ning biu 16 tinh ngroi. Thuc ra,¢ mic d6 nhan dan thi
khéng co gi phi hoa hyp hoa gii. Toan tié nguoi Viét Nam trong dng nhr ngoai nrge
déu quy nén nhau. Nlrng trong I6i canh chungy trong nréc, moi ca nhan, niit 1a
nhitng ca nhamra trng chu sr nhdi so caaPCSVN, cH 1a nHing conéc cia chinh séch
nhdi so doc dodn, tan ac, v nhatao cia CSVN. Dado, dirng ntim I3n giita lAp treong
hoa lyp hoa gii gitra ngroi My vai nhan dan \t Nam trong xéc hay hoa dii gitra
nguoi Viét tai hai ngoai véi nguoi Viét trong nrge vi van dé hoa tp hoa gii, trong
truong hop nay,dit sai cid va khong én thiét, voi hoa hop hoa gii gitta ngroi Vi ét hai
ngaai hay ngroi My véi chinh qugn hayPCSVN.Day la mét van dé khong tié xay ra
va khdng nén &y ra.

Nhu b phimda c6 n6i qua la quarétbinh throng gira My va Viét Nam la yéu 8u cla
chinh qugn CSVN chi khong plai yéu du aia nréc My vi CSVN ¢6 nhu &u tham gia
vao sinh het kinh € thé giéi dé cau van tinh taing suy ap, kai lyn csa chinh sach kinh
té chi huy trong nlﬁfng nim 80. Tuy nhién, du néun gia ntip oong doan tt gioi, ban
chéit chuyén ch, doc ac @a hy khéng bao gi thaydoi dugc. Ho van thuong xuyén Bt
b, bo th, va hanh & tra tin nhitng nha trankdiu cho tr do, c6 y kén ngroc lai véi ho.
Ho van tha tiéu nhirng ngroi d6i 1ap, khac chinh Kin di nhirng ngroi nay cling chung
mot y thac he cong sin, dirng ndi chi 1a nitng ngroi khdng cling y thc he. Ho van ap
bzc néng dan, tmg thudit caa ndng dan & gia dén bu & mat dé ban hi vai gia cao lon
gap ngan 4n, haydé cho Taudau tr vao niitng nganh k& nghé tac hi méi sinh. S thoi
nat va tham ning aia hp gip trim ngan 4n nhing lam dung aia thyi Bé | vabé 1l Cong
Hoa mén Nam. it hiém khi ngroi ta nghe nking givi chirc cao dp mién Nam cé bc
triéu. Hién nay, ngoi ta nghe nitng Vi 1anhdao cé kc ty dd-la. Chinh qu§n chi tha
mot vai ngroi d6i 1ap moi khi co traoddi voi My va saudo lai bat lai. Y thic hé caa
ngudi cong gin 1a mdt y thic he dong, & chap, va khéng khoan nlwng, trong ltc v thc
hé cia nhing qubc gia tr do 1a ndt hé thdng tr do, @i ma, cé trao quadi lai hop ly va
hop phap. Daid, vi tinh khéng khoan mlyng aia y thrc hé cong sin, hai kp truong
khéng tit hoa lyp hda gii véi nhauduoc. Cho nén traddi giao throng kinh € voi nhan
dan Vit Nam thrc ra chi 1a giao throng kinh € dé lam giau va éng & chodang dng
san doc tai ma thoi.

Piém chét tac dgi bai nay mdn néu 1én 1a khdng phnguoi dan mén Nam mén ngroi
My tham chén ¢ Viét Nam. Tréi i su hién dién cia ngroi My tréndat nugce Viét Nam
la mot apdat cua ngroi M. Tir 1954dén 1960, Ong Dim d& ckp tit ca cac lrc luong
chbng d6i do Phap khuén khich 18 tro dang sau ntr tuéng Nguyn van Hinh, Binh
Xuyén. Chinh quén Ngoébinh Diém d& phé tan #n hét ha ting @ s& caa CSVNJ¢ lai
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mién Nam. Ong Ngd@inh Diém chi yéu éu chinh qugn My hd trg vé kinh € va quan
nhu, quan dng ma thoi. Ongla khrdce tir yéu éu caa chinh qugn My dé cho linh My
tham chén ¢ Viét Nam vi nhr vay <2 lam mét di chinhh ngia va to oo hoi cho Nga Tau
tang arong hec luong mén Bic. Vi khong nghe theduong 16i cua My, chinh quﬁn My
da thoi bung s xung kHic va tranh cfp sin c6 gita Phit glao va Céng giadé tao dao
chanh &t d6 6ng DEm voi két qua 14 hai anh em 6ng Bin va 6ng Nhuda b sat i mot
céch tan nin. Sau khi hai 6ng Bm, Nhu b giét thi chinh qugn My d& tr dong chuyn
quan vao min Nam rim 1965 ma khéngan hoi y kién cia chinh ph Phan huy Quat
cua mién Nam luc By gio. Dung nhr sr tiendoan @ia 6ng Dém, Ngada tlep sung
éng, chn drgc tbi tdn cho mén Bic va Trung 6ngdadua 350,000 quan vao Bm Bic dé
giit hau cn trong khi trc luong chinh quy @t Nam ti mién Bac tién quan vao nén
Nam. Sau 10am chién tranh khéng thanh cdng, Nixaai tim céach rat lui Bng chinh
sach Vet Nam héa chin tranh. Sau khi toarddinh My da rat lui ma quadoi mién
Nam \in chbng gix rat anh ding trong ndt thoi gian tr 1969dén 1975, thi gian ma
quandoi mién Bac dadugc hd tro manh ng boi hai dan anh Nga va Tau.&N chinh
quyén Hoa Ky Viét Nam héa ngayitkhi Ong DEm yéu d@u, khi ma la ting @ so caa
mién Bac dé lai trong Namda b phéa hiy gan hét, khi ma quarioi mién Bic con yu
kém thi hoan énh da khac kn. Khdng nét ngudi My nao phi bo thay trén chin treong
Viét Nam va ngoi Viét ciing khdng phi chét nhiéu nhr vay.

Phan bién nay cé mc dich danhdé moi dé ceong do Ken Burns va Lynn Novick néu Ién.
Lap luan caa Ken Burns va Lynn Novick, du cho phatbbsi ai vi nhirng ngroi phéat

biéu da dugc chon loc sao cho &p Véi 1ap treong aia hai nhatao dién, ch phan anh gac
mo cua nhng ngrdi phan chién, yéu hoa binh (peaceniks),umy hoan toan khéng o

té, néu khong ndi 1a sabt mjt cach thé thm.

Pé két luan bai binh ldn nay, tac gi xin nhic dén 1oi nhan nhi caa M. Del Vecchio la
tac hai kho lwong duge caa b phim Chén Tranh VBt Nam |a ling ngan khu bc chanh,
dai hoc cia My s8 dung 1§ phim naydé mai dia nHing maidau xanh théu kinh nghém
theo ndt chiéu hudng hoan toanéth lac, xét theo quadiém luan Iy va luan ly, va pim
lai sy trung thrc caa lich sr. Cong ddng ngroi Viét qudc gia ki ngoai nén tim K sachdé
chbng lai anh hréng tai ki nay, nhit 1a déi vai hoc sinh, sinh vién \&t Nam./.

-Gido gr Nguyén vin Thai, Ph.D.
-Lién Thanh

Nguyén Thiu tA QLVNCH
Nguyén CHT/BCH/CSQG/TT-Eu
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Bén Anh ngr (American-English

Ken Burns’ and Lynn Novick’'s Message
Via the 10-episode Film about the Vietnam War

This essay is intended to bring to light the messageBurns and Lynn Novick sent to

the American audience via the 10-episode film, “Vietnam War”, premiered on PBS
during the last two weeks of September, 2017. Titkeosis have no intention to delve
into any argument about the specifics or minuticie episodes, but will extend their
purview to the underlying semantic structure ofé¢hére film. After the revelation of the
message will follow a rebuttal of Ken Burns’ andilayNovick’s intended propositions.

The 10-episode film shows a tremedously laudalitetah gathering a huge amount of
documents about the war, adeptly synthesized asditied under two undergirding
premises: the irrationality and immorality of theetham war. These two premises serve
as the foundational logic for the following propds#bjectives:

1. Acknowledge and generate deep empathy for thesland pain that have been being
endured by the American Vietnam veterans and tamiilies;
2. Promote the concept that the American peoplechaden the wrong side to fight;

3. Accuse the United States government of havimglgoted a wrong policy about the
war in Vietnam leading to so much pain and sufgundergone by both the peoples of
the United States and Vietnam, and finally

4. Argue for a policy of “Forgiveness and Recoatitin” since after so much pain and
suffering, both American and Vietnamese peoplazedhat the war was irrational and
immoral and that all people, regardless of raceautiwire, have blood and a heart in their
bodies and are capable of love.

The two premises and the four objectives are interedl to addressthe American
audience only

With the purpose of clarifying Ken Burns’ and LyNvick’s message, the authors of
this article are going to expand the semantic dsiwers of those two premises and four
objectives as follows:

About the intended audience
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More than 90% of the scenes presented in the Kbepifilm was intended for the
American audience only. Vietham as a country, g@ppe and the government of South
Vietnam, the Army of the Republic of Vietham (ARVMNgre used only as a background.
Also, all the points of view expressed therein watended primarily to address the
American audience.

About the two premises, irrationality and immorality, of the war

“The Vietnam wat is an attempt to prove the irrationality of the war for the
following reasons

Vietnam is a distant land, far from the United &sabvy 10,000 miles. The Viethamese
people simply desired to live a peaceful life andded their own business. They did not
hurt any interests whatsoever of the United St&eswhy in the world did the United
States send boots on the ground in Vietham and/igthamese people? American
soldiers did not understand why they had to figitt ight for what purpose. It was quite
incomprehensible for American soldiers to have d#ledd for South Vietnam while the
government of South Vietnam was corrupt; the AVR&swoward, incompetent, unable
to confront “a real bang” (Nixon).

While American soldiers died for South Vietnam, th& perception was that all
Vietnamese people, both from the North and the Soht hated Americans

And above all,since nobody could explain the redsomwhich Americans had to fight in
Vietnam, it would be all the more logical to cordeuthat the war was irrational, based
only on the simple fact that more than 58,000 Anaars and approximately 3,000,000
Vietnamese had to perish, not counting the numbpeople wounded physically and
with different post traumatic stress disorders (BY&nd the members of their families
who had to undergo so much pain and suffering.

The Vietnam war was immoral because:

The government of the United States had lied tcAtmerican people about the truth of
the war. A few examples would be President Johssontroops to Vietnam without
informing the American people; President Nixon oedethe bombing of Cambodia
without asking Congress for permission and the Acaerpeope were not privy to the
incident; President Nixon declared,with the sinmlepose of being elected, that the battle
in Laos had proven the success of his Vietnamigaimicy while it was factually a
disastrous failure; President Nixon officially prized to intervene in the case of
Northern invasion, etc...
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American generals and other high level militaryiadfs were reported to have also lied
to the United states government. An example igh bfficer withessed the My Lai
massacre and disregarded it. Generals submittégt faports about the results of the
battles, overblowing body counts by adding the nema$ dead civilians.

American soldiers purloined merchandise from PashBnges (PXs)for sale in
exchange for dope and flooded the market of Soigin®m with American
commodities, creating a state of artifical prodyeand pushing Viethamese girls from
the empoverished countryside to swarm into citseprastitutes.

The war, besidethe factual reported slaughteripgesumably without any legitimate
reason — of over 58,000 American soldiers and aB@@®0,000 Viethamese soldiers and
innocent civilians including women, children, andaints, especially in the so-called
“free fire zones” in order to account for the higbdy counts, was shown with gory
graphic pictures of dead Americans in body bagsnss of dead American bodies with
arms, legs amputated; dead bodies of soldiers forth Vietham disemboweled mixed
with maimed bodies of civilians piled up in hugesses like animals. Especially, the
horrible scene of the My Lai massacre was showarsgtimes. In addition to the
deceased, there still were many other woundedesslaihose lives have been tainted by
pain caused by physical as well as psychologicphirments and by the suffering that
their families had to undergo.

The immorality of the war, therefore, lies in thefact that all that dishonesty, all that
pain, and all that suffering are believed to have o solid basis for justification.

The issues of irrationality and immorality of the war are addressed to buttress the
following intended objectives

Firstly, to generate deep empathy for and acknayd#te pain and suffering that the
American Vietnam veterans, who are believed to lvanaly sacrificed themselves in
Vietnam, have to undergo for decades. The majofigmerican draftees for the
Vietnam war, according to the film, were reportedé either black or belong to poor
families. They were said to not understand why tiay to fight in Vietnam. They, as
human beings,only spontaneously shed tears wherfirilkeads, who were eating meals
with them, playing and making jokes with them oaladly basis, suddenly got shot down
and died. And this story repeated itself every dalay in, day out -- throughout the 13
months of their service rotation. Their familieidaved reports about the war on a daily
basis, anticipating with fear the possible imminesarer of the bad news. Among the
homecoming soldiers were many who suffered int@age from wounds, physical and
psychological, such as amputated limbs and PST&dhky had to keep to themselves
because at that time, the American people did e®tlse rationale for the war, either.
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They were against the war and called the Vietnat@raas war criminals and baby
killers. Even officers newly graduated from Westr2an spite of the fact that they
enthusiastically volunteered to fight in Vietnanthese in doing so, they believed they
were serving their country, were also believeddbunderstand the reason for which
they fought in Vietnam. A small number of thesaagfs was reported to have lost faith
in the government and become anti-war activistabge of the war atrocities they had
personally witnessed. The graphic pictures of ngiseid death presented in the film
alongside extremely emotional expressions by im@rees generated a tremendouly
deep emphathy for the Vietnam veterans. The gothleofilm was to liberate the
suffocated pain suffered by the Vietnam veteraadears of love and understanding.

Secondly, to slide into the American audience’scsuiscious the concept that
abandonment of South Vietham was an appropriagedfy and moral act. There should
be absolutely no reason for Americans to embrammeplex of culpability, as some
would have thought. Apparently the obvious juséfion for this subliminal message was
the American people had chosen the wrong sidgha.firhis concept naturally implies
that communist North Vietnam should have been liyeofithe United States with the
corollary that free South Vietnam should have iherenemy of the United States.
Generously spread all over the episodes is thetidddhe North fought for an ideal, for
patriotism: their soldiers were courageous, digogal, and persistent. The soldiers of the
South were reported to be coward, incompetent ladovernment, corrupt.

Thirdly, to prove that the American people incluglimver 2,000,000 soldiers fighting in
Vietnam during their 13-month service rotationsI0ryears weresimply innocent
victims and sacrificial lambs ofthe erroneous arfiuman war policies conducted by the
United States government, who had lied to and elaediie American people in order to
satisfy the ruling clique’s political and econormeerests and privileges.Capitalists
enriched themselves by supplying military equipnsrdh as military outfits of all kinds,
weaponry, ammunitions, cars, tanks, planes, gasbbpand other supplemental
commodities to support the lives of the Americaldigos in a distant land that lacked all
modern facilities. Politicians promoted erroneoabqgies, the purpose of which simply
was for them to get elected, an objective that mvase important than the lives of the
entire population of South Vietnam.

And fourthly, to promote the universal value of ramiove and understanding since the
nonsensical war has been terminated. The peaasésy of Vietham was shown in the
film with children happily playing. People are bgipositively involved in conducting
their businessesfor individual prosperity. Ameridaatnam veterans are coming back to
Vietnam for a visit and are meeting with friendlye¥hamese Communist veterans.The
film was structured in such a way that they, bothedicans and Communist Vietnamese,
all appeared to realize that the conduct of thewas irrational and immoral; that all,
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regardless of whether one is American or Commufishamese, had a heart pumping
blood in their body; that everyone sobbed miserédriyheir friends and loved ones who
had died. They embraced one another as a tokemfound mutual understanding and
empathy. The climax of the underlying argumenthef 10-episode film was a call for
“Forgiveness and Reconciliation.”

Rebuttal of Ken Burns’ and Lynn Novick’s Propositions via the 10-episode Film
about the Vietham War

First of all, the authors of this article woulddiko call the readers’ attention to the fact
that throughout the 10 episodes of the film shoarml8 hours on PBS, Ken Burns and
Lynn Novick only addressed the American audienciéenthe narrative was exclusively
about the Vietnam war. The entire people, the ARWd,government of South Vietham
were used simply as a bacground with a very limiewunt of time spent on that
background. And any time the filmreferred to thege, the ARVN, and the government
of South Vietnam; one could only hear negativeatares and see detestable spectacles.
Not only does this attitude refute historical tisythut it also insults the people, the
ARVN, and the former government of South Vietnarhpviad fought shoulder to
shoulder with American soldiers against the Comsiisnit insults more than 1.5 million
people of South Vietham, who, defying death, cimgiézl the rough seas and escaped the
cruel, oppressive and dictatorial Viethamese comstuegime. A majority of these
people have settled in the United States, congtbaignificantly to the development and
prosperity of this country in all fields:sciencegdicine, education, economics, politics,
and military. In the military field, there currepthre many Vietnamese American officers
of the colonel rank, ready to be promoted to timk i@ general. Luong Xuan Viet is a
general. Duong Nguyet Anh is a scientist who ciééte smart bomb and whose
contributions to the United werejudged by Georgd ¥é more than adequate repay to
this country of both capital and interests. Thesemany Vietnamese American scientists
who worked or are working for and contributingthgpecialized expertise to NASA,
among whom Dr. Nguyen Xuan Vinh, Dr. Trinh Huu ChBu. Nguyen Thanh Tien, Dr.
Bui Tri Trong, Dr. Dinh Ba Tien, Dr. Nguyen Trongdt, just to name a few. There are
many others who are contributing significantly ther areas of development.

Following is a rebuttal of the two foundational pramises, the irrationality and
immorality of the war.

The Legitimate Reasons for Which Americans Fought the Vietnam War

Is it true that the conduct of the war in Vietham by Americans is irrational because
there are no justifiably legitimate reasons for whth the war was fough?
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The answer is a resounding no. On the official llee United States after World War Il
was afraid that international communism under daglérship of the Soviet Union and
China after invading and conquering Vietnam wouwdttue to expand hegemony to
Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, Thailand, Singapore, aathj{$ia...and probably even to
New Zealand and Autralia, in accordance with theito theory. If history should have
taken that turn, international communism woud Haae the upper hand and defeated the
free world, of which the principal player was theitdd States, who would have lostall
geopolitical influences in the entire South-EasiAsgion andall American economic
interests in the Pacific would have been seriobsly. This reality did not account for the
probable theory of the Military-Industrial Compleot,which the aim was to enrich those
capitalists who supplied military equipment suchmalgary outfits of all kinds,

weaponry, ammunitions, cars, tanks, planes, gasbbpand other supplemental
commodities to support the lives of 2 million Aneamn soldiers rotating services in
Vietnam. To the question whether these reasondeggtienate or not pertains to the
authority of the United States government to redptmthe free world of today, reality
teaches us that the United States does not paiticip a war simply for the purpose of
upholdingideological ideals, but usually for thegmse of defending the country’s
practical interests. And the United States’ intevyase believed to be legitimate reasons
for fighting the war. As a result, the United statat any price, was determined to involve
herself in the Viethnam war. The possible fact #iakerican soldiers and officers might
not know the reasons for which they fought in Vetmwas either caused by lack of
political education in their military training oylthe refusal of the US government to
keep them informed. There is also the possibihigt they did know the reasons, but the
technical structure of the film intentionally tutimeem into unconscientious actors. There
exists no evidence for the conclusion that theyndilknow the reasons for which they
fought in Vietnam. If they had not known the reastrat encouraged them to fight for
the defence of freedom for the people of Southnaet, why do they always carry along
with them the emblem of the South Vietnam Repuitdig, which should have been a
token of shame to them? We, Vietnamese, see nodrfou accusing the US government
of a probable theory of Military-Insdustrial Compl&Ve believe that the US official
declaration of prevention of coercive communistdragny is adequate and legitimate
cause for fighting the war. We, Vietnamese, haggystal clear understanding of the
reasons why we fought. We fought because we urabetshe cruelty and dictatorship
exerted by the communists. We fought because wadtitvish the communists to
iImpose a barbarous and inhuman regime upon us. tlane1,000,000 people from
North Vietnam fled their native land and emigratedhe South in 1954 in order to
escape totalitarianism is ample evidence for thiatp The second exodus of the 70’s,
80’s and early 90’s also corroborated the stated fand the Viethamese people of South
Vietnam firmly believed that the American peoplgported them in the defence of this
beautiful ideal of liberty. If the American peopieluding those soldiers who fought in
Vietnam agree with this point of view and with flaet that they sacrificed themselves
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for a lofty cause and we don’t see any reason Wway tlon’t, then the conduct of the war
in Vietnam by the American people alongside thenaenese people in South Vietnam
came from a rational decision and did in fact hayestifiably legitimate reason, a just
cause.

Was the Vietnam War immoral?

In reality there is no war that is moral if judgealy on the criterion of deaths. The
history of the eleven principal crusades had asatives the recuperation and protection
of the Holy Land. However, facts revealed that @coon of the Holy Land was only a
pretext. A majority of leaders of the crusades weme-heir princes who joined the
crusades with the intention to loot, capture slares abuse women. At present, jihadists
call those who don’t believe in Allah infidels afaithfully believe that killing them is
justifiably moral. Let’s just re-assess the moyatif the wars in Afghanistan, in lraq, in
Lybia, and in Syria: millions of innocent peoplelinding women, chidren, and infants
have died and did not know the reasons why theydade. Did they dieonly because of
the competitive struggles for geopolitical influesand for economic interests of the
super powers?

There is no doubt concensus on the fact that tbensm war cost many American lives
and Vietnamese lives including millions of thosé/aétnamese soldiers from North and
South Vietnam and many innocent civilians includmgmen and children, as any other
wars would.

Blatantly graphic depictions of wars very oftenateeextreme emotions and slant
judgment.During the Vietnam war, the picture of & Nguyen Ngoc Loan executing
Nguyen Van Lem, aka Bay Lop, taken by photojoust&iddie Adams was probably the
one that generated the strongest emotion of halrover the world. Unfortunately,
however, a single picture usually does not tellvthele story.The fact was on the
previous night, Bay Lop single-handedly killed eulienant colonel police officer and his
wife along with her three little children and praiched he was very proud of his
obnoxious act. Article 4 of the Geneva Conventbt949 stipulates that if a person
does not wear a proper military uniform and/or ather sign indicating that the person
Is a soldier and who kills civilians; that perssriagally eligible for punishment
including summary execution. Bay Lop met all thaldications stipulated by the Article
and General Loan’s summary execution of Bay Lop bedieved to be legal. Eddie
Adams apologized to General Loan and became friesttishim in Washington, D.C.
until his death on July 14, 1998.

Immorality in case of wars implicates killing inrexdt people without a justifiable cause.
As far as legitimate reasons for the war is conegrithe Viethamese people of South
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Vietnam fought for the legitimate and moral ideflilmerty, a justifiably irresistible ideal
of a war of self-defense. The people of South \4etrbelieved that the American people
and the US government had the same moral poseigerding the noble cause of the
Vietnam war, which was to protect and defend freeffmm having authoritarianism and
totalitarianism imposed upon the people of Soutttham.The Vietnamese people of
South Vietnam did not have any intention to invaldeth Vietham as the government of
North Vietnamdid in fact invade South Vietnam armbloy force take away the freedom
and independence of the people of South ViethampElople of South Vietham only
desired to live their peaceful lives and defendrtiieedom. They believed their
American ally was suppporting them in the defericiis noble ideal. Fighting to defend
freedom is fighting to defend the right to lifegetmost urgent and essential human right.It
Is logically impossible not to fight because nofigit in this case means deliberate
consenting to self-immolation, which — judged by atandards —would be unacceptable.
The just cause of the Vietham war is therefore sahmne.

Rebuttal of Ken Burns’ and Lynn Novick’s propositions vis-a-vis objectives

Breaking the logic of the two premises, the irmadility and immorality of the Viethnam
war, is to uproot the logical foundation for theif@mbjectives forwarded by Ken Burns
and Lynn Novick because their propositions aboeatdhjectives are only corollaries of
the two premises.

However, in order to clarify such obfuscating issute authors of this article would like
to pinpoint the fallacies of their propositions.

As far as objective One is concerned, there israatéer of fact no need for anybody to
reiterate the shame that was undergone by the Barelietnam veterans; neither is
there any need for creating empathy for their paid suffering. They don’t need
empathy, or worse, sympathy. They are warriorgyTieed recognition of their courage,
heroism, and idealism. Recently, there have beatymtory books written by
cognizant historians and by some American Vietnatenans themselves revealing the
truths about the legitimate war, about valiant Aicer and South Viethamese warriors in
historic battles to defend freedom. These acconftgroic deeds for a just cause have
eradicated all shame labeled upon the Americam¥atveterans and regained their
reputation of gallantry, honor and idealism.Thessants have healed their
psychological wounds and turned them from war crats into pround, valiant and
honorable heroes.

The objective of training the American people’s\ting processes into accepting the
concept that the American people had chosen thegnsimle to fight is either a clear
indication of lack of power of intellect or an agtnt intentional refusal to acknowlege
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the obvious. The apparent reasons attached tprip®sition are: (1) the Viethamese
communist soldiers fought the war because of getng they were idealistic,
courageous, disciplined, and persistent while tidéiears of South Vietham were coward,
incompetent, and unable to engage themselvesdal dattle; (2) Ho Chi Minh was a
talented person, equipped with idealistic patriotishile the leaders of South Vietnam
werecorrupt; and (3) all Viethamese including peaplSouth Vietnam were perceived
to have hated Americans. Therefore, the concepiaied by the film “The Vietham
War” was that the American people had chosen tlomgvside to fight. This concept
naturally led to the following extrapolations: @@mmunist North Vietnam should have
been the ally of the United States, and (b) fregtls¥ietham should have been the
enemy of the American people.

This proposition reveals either a lack of powemdéllect or an outright refusal to
ackowledge the obvious in that Ken Burns and Lywibk were somehow not
cognizant of the Viethamese obscurantist propagtedaiques. People in North
Vietnam expressed themselves in terms of idealiscalse they were indoctrinated to
behave that way. They were falsely indoctrinatelddieve that Ngo Dinh Diem carried
with him a guillotine everywhere in the South, thAatericans were horrible cannibals
who practiced bestialities on Viethamese women,thatViethamese soldiers in South
Vietnam were mercenaries of the Americans. Theyewatoctrinated that they had to
liberate the South.

Reality revealed that when confronted with the Aicgar arm forces and the ARVN, the
Vietnamese communists, they admitted in the filrremrightened to death; however,
assault to them was the only path to life. Seapéte investigations revealed they had
taken medicine to boost up adrenalin in order tel@urage (Cf. Lien Thanh).
Therefore, they looked heroically courageous itespi themselves.

Ken Burns and Lynn Novick were not privy to theuntan cruelty of the Viethamese
communists during the Tet Offensive of 1968. Scearfesto 5 youngsters of
approximately 14 to 16 years of age had their #gkled to a machine gun to prevent
them from running away when confronting the ARVNeitler were Ken Burns and
Lynn Novick privy to the atrocities committed byefihamese communists during that
time. Communist younsters of approximately 16 toy&&8rs of age executed more than
200 innocent civilians they gathered at an elemgrgehool in Gia Hoi, Hue, by
machinegunning them down and then buried them lieshaug up by the victims for
themselves. After the incident, the youngsters gadahemselves in a play of
shuttlecock as if nothing had happened. Also duttvegTet Offensive, after they were
defeated in Hue and had to withdraw, they took g@hith them over 6,000 innocent
civilians and killed them with hoes or buried thahve in hastily dug up holes, with their
arms tied behind their back; among these victimati@icities were three German
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physicians who had taught at Hue University. ExatB27 dead bodies and skeletons
were reported by local officials to have been foontside Hue City and this number was
lowered to 2,300 by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick.

The fighting capabilities of the ARVN were also ppaopriately and falsely reported in
the film. Almost the entire 10-episode film coveraknes of American Gls fiercely
engaged in fighting communists with the implicatedlerstanding that the ARVN did
not fight because of cowardice and incompetendéidivere true, why could the ARVN
hold on to their defensive positions from 1969 933 when the United States had pulled
out of South Vietnam 60% of their arm forces? Wlerevthey able to push back the
Easter Offensive of 1972; a total, complete, anehehelming attack of the entire
territories of South Vietnam by the entire convendl army of the North? There was the
argument that without the air suppport by Ameri¢cdine ARVN would have been
defeated. A counter-argument would be during thgdsaof Ap Bac, Binh Gia, la Drang,
and Dakto; American air support was no less fidoce Americans suffered heavy losses
of lives and had to retreat at all those battldslenthe ARVN was capable of pushing
back the historic overwhelming assault on the eriouth Vietnam and regained Quang
Tri City in 1972. Why all of a sudden there didsa Viethamese hero, General Le Van
Hung at the fight to the death at An Loc? Why Sddigtnam could still hold on until
April, 1975 after the United States had pulleditientire arm forces in 1973 when the
ARVN was short of ammunations, spare parts andagaanks and planes while the
army of the North was fully supplied with modernapenry by the Soviet Union and
supported in the rear by 350,000 Chinese soldfis in the world are we able to attest
to the fact that there were still heroic acts likat of the Viethamese General Le Minh
Dao in his fight to the deathresistance at Xuan duming the last days of April, 19757 If
it were true that the ARVN was coward, incompetant] unable to confront “a real
bang”, then why did General H. Norman Schwarzktp, American hero of the Iraq war
and former advisor to Military Tactical Zone | inétham, praise Vietnamse General
Ngo Quang Truong by admitting that the general deskto be his teacher? There does
exist absolutely no rationale for explaining thega®xical phenomenon of a coward,
incompent, unable to fight army becoming adeptgadthnt in battles all of a sudden.

The belief that Ho Chi Minh was firstly an idealtstationalist, a patriot and secondarily
a communist, contradicts facts. Ample historicatlexce of today has shown that Ho
Chi Minh was a faithful disciple of the Third Intetional with a hypocritical, satanic
personality, operating under the order of RussgaDuan, the Secretary General of the
Vietnamese Communist Party said, “ We fought fer 8oviet Union and for China”.
These words of his are inscribed on the gate afond. Ho Chi Minhhad sexual
realionships with several women including at least very young girl, while
propagating the myth that he chosecelibacyandiastet order to better serve the
country. He even had one of these women killedisyihderlings by having her run over
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by a car after they had broken her skull. He wayg gauel towards his people, especially
during the agrarian reforms of the 50’s: hundredbi@usands of people were either shot
to death or buried alive with their heads abovegttoeind in order to finally be cut off by
plows. The most horrific and inhuman incident dgrihis agrarian reform campaign was
what happened at the denoucement of Mrs. NguyeiNa@hi. Mrs. Nam was a person
who had contributed so much money and gold to dgimencunnists in their fight against
the French. She personally fed the communist lsadeluding Ho chi Minh at her house
during their underground operation days. As a larttjishe was a victim of the
denouncement campaign. She was executed and hemasdgumped upon by her
accusers so that it could fit in a coffin too sniafl her body. Ho Chi Minh came to the
denoucement with his beard covered so that peapllel mot recognize him. Upon his
return to his abode, he wrote an article entitteldw cruel the landlord is,” and signed
C.B., which later was deciphered asi&Bac” meaning “By Uncle” (Cf. TraBinh).

With regard to the fact that the government of 8&ietnam was spoiled and corrupt, a
sincere soul searching question would bring totlgk reality that, in the world --
throughout history from the Roman Empire time utttday -- no government is found
innocent of corruption. Let’s take a look at the gt&vernment of today, people cannot
help but agree on this fact. The key issue is demaf degree. Granted that the
government of South Vietnam was corrupt, but noerex saw or heard that most of
government officials at highest echelons in Soutnam owned luxury cars, yachts,
guilded mansions, and millions of dollars as curemmunist officials at the lowest
administrative levels, at the hamlet and villagesls, do as a matter of fact. Officials at
the highest levels of the Viethamese CommunistyR®I€P) own billions of dollars by
swiping aid monies, taking bribes from foreign eantors, clandestinely and illegally
selling crude oil in the middle of the oceanforgmral benefits and bringing home
backpacks filled with dollars; confiscating peasaland with insignificantly worthless
compensation and reselling it at cut-throat prioe®reigners, especially to Chinese
businessmen. Their children are being sent abesgicially to the United States, for
study. These children own luxury cars, purchash waish houses worth millions of
dollars and they are preparing for their parenjsitothem in case of impending
danger.To top it off, the Viethamese communist gorent is carrying out a policy of
oppression: Religious leaders, people with diffepailitical opinions are constantly
arrested, imprisoned without due process, tortaretin some instances beaten to death.

Yet, the 10-episode film directed by Ken Burns &gdn Novick incongruously
suggested that the American people had chosenrtiregwgide to fight, which necessarily
implicates that the Northern Viethamese commursistaild have been ally to the United
States and the people of free South Vietnam shuané been enemy to the United
States. What a mockery!
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Furthermore, the perception that all Viethamesedaimericans was mistakenly
conjured up by the fact that several anti-Amerigavements in South Vietham were
infiltrated and organized by northern communisgsam intermediary, Monk Tri Quang,
a double agent of the VCP and the United StatesT{@&f Pentagon Papers ), who
engineered all the political chaos of the 50’s #tr@l60’s. These movements continued
into the 70’s. The freedom loving people and theegoment of South Vietham always
cherished and valued the assistance, with whichrisares provided them in the defence
and protection of their freedom.

The third objective of the film is to accuse the gi&vernment of conducting an
erroneous, useless, and wastefulpolicy of war gtndm leading to the futile sacrifice of
over 58,000 American lives, whose families hadddhgough so much pain and
suffering; of approximately 3 million Viethnamesehese families also had to undergo no
less atrocious experiences. This accusation idlaahp generated by the two premises of
irrationality and immorality. And whether the waasvlegitimate and moral or not, in this
case, is logically and responsibly up to the USegoment to answer. Is it true that the
US government sent troops to Vietnam in order &vent dictatorship and atrocities by
the communists from spreading; to suppport the lgeoipSouth Vietnam in their self-
defence war; to protect liberty and freedom chewsby both the American people and
the people of South Vietham? Only the American peapd the US government can
answer these questions. However, on the part ofigfteamese people in South
Vietnam, theyabsolutely believed in the urgent asskential need for such a noble ideal
and wholeheartedly believed that the American pealould sensibility exist, also
cherished, supported and upheld that ideal.

The fourth and also last objective proposed by Bems and Lynn Novick is that the
American people should come to a consensus tlstihe to celebrate human love and
understanding through realistic action: Forgive Redonciliate. Upon serious reflection,
one has to admit that this is a slipshod propaositidicating a lack of logical thinking or
non-understanding of communnist policies. At thespeal and individual level, it is

guite possible that Viethamese communist veteremsapable of expressing authentic
human feelings. But considering the encompassigignentation environment created by
the VCP at the national level, every individuapedally individuals that have
undergone indoctrination, is but a cog in a whéekoel, inhuman, and dictatorial
communist ideology.

As a matter of fact, there is no need for promotegpnciliation between the American
people and the Viethamese people because peoplein country always want
understanding, friendship, peace, and happinesthéMés there any need for
reconciliation between Viethnamese people who llm@ad and Viethamese in Vietnam
because the need for mutual understanding, friegpgdseace, and happiness already
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exists and is the same for all. However, we shaoldnistake reconciliation between the
peoples -- which is unnecessarily tautologicab#-reconciliation between a people or
group of people and the communist government oWtE. The latter cannot and should
not happen.

As the film has indeed accounted for the fact tlmtnalization between Vietnam and the
US was requested by the Vietnamese communist gasstiy not by the United States.
The VCP recognized that Vietham needed to joinrite¥national community in order to
save the Party because of the country’s miseraloleagnic bankruptcy of the 80’s. Even
though they succeeded in joining the internati@osahmunity, their cruel and totalitarian
nature never changes. They still frequently ariegirison, and torture religious leaders
who demand true religious freedom and those pesptedemand true freedom and not
conditional freedom and have differing politicaimpns. They still eliminate by
poisoning those people who oppose their policiendlough these people belong to the
same communist party and ideology as they do. Shikyppress peasants, confiscating
their land with valueless compensation and reggltiat prices a thousand times higher
than the price at which they pay the peasantsniingeit out for 99 years to Chinese
investors,who develop industries that destroy tiigeeecological system of Vietham
because, through bribery, these investors couleghsd all environmental protection
laws.Current corruption by the Vietnamese commugusernment/VCP is a thousand
times worse than abuses committed by the FirstSsaodnd Republic of South Vietnam.
Rarely did people hear or know about high officialshe government of South Vietnam
owning millions of dollars. Nowaday, people know &fact that high officials in the
communist government/VCP owning billions of dolladn the ground of human rights,
once in a while they release a prisoner of consei@mly when theyneed to exchange the
release for somethingelse they need with the UrStates and re-arrest the person at a
later time or expell him/her from Vietnam altoghete

The communist ideology is a totalitarian, arbitraagd closed system while that of the
free world is an open system conducive to intepasti negotiations, exchanges, and
consensual validations though logic and legalign§zquently, due to the totalitarian,
arbitrary and intransigent natureof the communisblogy, the two systems cannot be
reconciliated. And should there be any reconcdratt all, it would be on their terms!
Economic exchanges with the people of Vietham agla matter of fact and primarily
result in enriching the leaders of the VCP, whotice to oppress the people for their
own selfish interests until they can no longertdany longer.

The last issue the authors of this article woltd to raise is it was not the wish of the
Vietnamese people of South Vietnam to have Amersmddiers fighting in Vietnam. It
was an American imposition. From 1954 to 1960, idezd Diem had, to American
surprise, eradicated all rebellious forces sugblnty the French such as General
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Nguyen Van Hinh and Binh Xuyen Bay Vien. He hasalsstroyed most of the
Vietnamese communist infrastrure and military ostpdeft behind by the North.He
requested the US government only to assist hisrastration with economic support and
supply of military equipment such as ammunitionsaponry, etc... He refused, against
American will, to have American boots on the groim&outh Vietnam because in doing
so, his government would lose legitimacy and cousetly, Russia and China would
take the opportunity to strengthen the arm for¢egeeNorth.Since President Diem did
not comply with the United States’ policy, the U8/grnment had the existing conflict
between the Budhists and Catholics blown out opprtion with predicted CIA
maneuvering schemes, ultimately leading to the 1@6® d’état ending in the
November 2, 1963 gory assassination of Presideatigh Diem and his brother Ngo
Dinh Nhu. After their death, the US government sesdps to Vietnam in 1965 without
even asking for consent from the then Prime MiniBtean Huy Quat. As was predicted
by President Diem, Russia immediately supplied INdiietnam with abundant
ammunitions and up-to-date weaponry including radaunchers capable of shooting
down sophisticated American fighter jets. Chinat 859,000 soldiers to North Vietnam
to protect the rear while the conventional Nortetdamese army was moving South for
invasion.After ten years of costly and unsuccefsfiiting, President Nixon tried to find

a way to withdraw the troops from South Vietnamiyenting the so-called
Vietnamization of the war program, in other worgssklling out South Vietnam.Even
cognizant of the sell-out, the ARVN fought valianith a condition of extreme shortage
of ammunitions, weaponry, spare parts and gasafikstand fighter aircrafts and
succeeded in holding on from 1969 to April 30, 194&d the United States government
respected the sovereignty of the Republic of SMigknam and implemented a
Vietnamization policy in 1954 when President Dieeguested only economic assistance
and supply of military equipment, when the commshimfrastructure left behind by the
North in South Vietham was almost completely aratbd, and when the arm forces of
the North were still feeble, then there would likbhave been no single American death
on the soil of Vietham, nor that many Vietnamesatloe

This rebuttal is intended to annul the logic of peposititons forwarded by Ken Burns
and Lynn Novick either explicitly or subliminallirhe propositions -- regardless of
whether expressed by whomever because the intezeeiad beencarefully and
intentionally selected to fit Ken Burns’ and LynmoWick’s logic -- only reflect the dream
of two idealistic, however unrealistic and impraatj if not miserably misguided, dated
peaceniks.

To conclude this essay, the authors would likestterate M. Del Vecchio’s warning that
the probable, immeasurablynegative consequendeartoneous message forwarded by
Ken Burns and Lynn Novick is thousands of Amerisahool districts and colleges

might use this 10-episode film as educational malgein their classes resulting in the
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perpetuation of unethical twisting of historicalttis. Righting this wrong should be the
responsibility of all conscientious people, Amenand Vietnamese alike, especially
educators throughout the United States of America.

This article is the result ofthe exchanges of id&as collaboration between Nguyen van
Thai, former visiting professor at different colesgand universities in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania and author Lien Thanh, former majahénNational Police Force of South
Vietnam.

Due to time constraint and the need for timely oese, this article includes no
bibliographical references. The authors, howeuwtgsato the veracity of the statements

of facts herein contained. Should any reader m¥ested in the sources of the statements,
please drop a line aguyenthai40@gmail.cowr nguyenphuclt1 966 @gmail.com

Nguyen van Thai, Ph.D.
Nguyen Phuc Lien Thanh, Former Major, NPF, South Vetnam
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