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XUAN VE VANG CHA

Bé Nam dua 3 cdy nhang gan cham tran, khin: “Lay thé than ddt dai va ¢é hon cdc bdc,
hom nay la 30 Tt ét, con cau xin thoé than dat dai va cé hon cdc
y 62/0(1 will dang phu ho c,ho con cua con — tén Cftc —7Zam an phat c.fat, gap
o duoc nguoi xung dang. Neu loi nguyén cua con dwoc linh ung,
/()&P//&-t be in  con sé xin ciing mét con ga.”
/
! my heakl 2 P S, N
4 Cam nhang xong, quay lai, thay Bdo va Thao dang nhin Ba
dad, cham cham, vi chua bao gio thay ai cung va lay, Ba Nam nat:

(”[l&&//l//()l&

—Nhin cai gi? B la 13m sao?

Hai dua bé sg, vira nhin nhau vira budc lui vao phong, dong
cta lai. Me ctia Bao va Thao tir trén 1au di xudng, ba Nam bao:

sympcthym'sagddou com

—Cuc! Tur ngay tui may bao lanh tao qua day to1 gio, da may
thang r61, ma hai dira nho cling “i” cai mat tui no6 ra. Tao 1a ba Ngoai cua tui no “chd bg”
tao la... “ctt” sao!

Nho sdng & My kha lau, ngon tir va suy nghi cua Cac khong con nhu thoi Cic moi duge
sang MY theo dién hon phoi, sau khi thanh hon véi1 Pam. Cuc dap:

—Tui n6 mdi bon nam tuoi, biet gi ddu ma Ma noi thay ghé!

—Ghé gi! May khong day tui n6 tiéng Viét thi tui né dau biét Ong Ba cuia tyi no 1a ai; boi
”'

vay, tui nd cir goi tao 1a you 161 “tro mat” nhin, coi tao nhu... “ctut”!

—Tui con di lam sudt ngdy, thi gio ddu ma day tui né tiéng Viét. Tui no khong hiéu tiéng
Viét; Mé khong biét tiéng Anh thi chiu thoi.

—Thang Bam lay may thi né phai “cung phung” may; “mac mé gi” may phai di [am?
—N¢éu con khong di lam, ai gtri tién vé cho M4 va ho hang su6t bao nhi€u nam qua?

—MBbi thang may “thi” cho tao c6 may trim d6 “ché may”! Ba con xin, miy ciing “thi”
mdi “hd” 100 dd “chd may”; trong khi d6 vo chong may song trong cai nha “chan dan”!
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—Bao nhiéu cling “chd may”, vay tién dau tui con tra ti€n nha, tién xe, ti€n bao hiém va
nudi hai dira nho?

Ba Nam tr¢ lai dé tai ma Ba 1ap di 1ap lai voi Cac khong biét bao nhiéu 1an ké tir khi Ba
dén My:

—Nubi con thi phai nghi dén tuong lai cho con. May mudn hai dtra n6 16n 1én hoc hanh dé
lam 6ng kia ba no hay 1a may mudn tui n6 lam thg bac nhu “thang” Pam?

—Con no6i v&1 Ma hoai. “N¢” dem con qua day, cho con di hoc tiéng Anh r61 hoc nghé va
tui con co hai dira con. Bay gio Ma biéu con “dé4 nd cai rot”, ai nudi con cia con?

—~May hoc duoc chit nao 13 cong kho ciia may ché “dinh dap” gi t6i nd?

—“N0” phai mua xe cho con, tra ti€n hoc, tién sach v, tién xang, 4o quan, v.v. chd sao
khong “dinh dap”?

Ba Nam nat 16n:

—Bi hoc thi muon hodc xin tién cta chinh pht. Mua nha, mua xe tra gop chd dau phai
nhu bén minh, mua, trd “cai rot”. May qua day chi co bon phan & nha, di chg ndu an cho
n6 thoi. N6 phai ¢6 bon phan chu cip moi thir cho may. Con con, may nudi khong ndi thi
xin tién chinh phu M ma nudi. An hoc nhu may ma sao dbt qua vay?

—Tuy theo income chtr khong phai ai cling muon hodc xin dugc ti€n cia chinh phu dé di
hoc hoac nu6i con.

—“In com” 1a céi gi?

—Lo1 trc ca nhan hang nam.

—May 1a “ky su dugc si’. May “thang” dugc si cung lam véi may sao may khong “chom”
mot “thang” ma may ctr song véi “thang” tho bac? Luong cua “thang” thg bac so vai
lvong cua “k¥ su dugc si” nhu may thi tham vao dau?

—Con n6i1 vé1 Ma hoai. Con chi la nguoi trg gitp duogc si (pharmacy technician) chltr con
khong phai dugc si; vi con khong ¢6 can ban hoc van, lam sao hoc dén dugc si duoc!
Hon nira, & day khong c6 nghé nao 1a “ky su dugc s ca.

—May phu gitup duogc si thi goi 1a “ky su dugce si”” chd con gi nira. Cho may 1am cé nhiéu
duogc si, sao may khong “ctim dai” mot “thang” dé tré thanh “ba dugc si’? “Ba dugc s1”

khong danh gi hon “ba tho bac” sao? D6 ngu!
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Vi mong dugc l1am “ba dugc si”’, Clc da “tan cong” va tu “hién than” cho mét dugc si
lam cung cong ty CVS. Cac hy vong dugc sinay s€ ly di vo dé song vai Cuc.

Khong ngd, chuyén ngoai tinh ciia Clic va dugc si bi “dd bé”. Vo cua dugce si da khon
ngoan, dung tinh cdm chinh phuc chong, thuyét phuc chong doi di tiéu bang khéc.

Riéng Bam, khi hay tin Clc ngoai tinh, Pam am tham dau kho, 1én facebook tim ban gal.

Sau thoi gian “lang nhang 40” voi vai ¢6 bén Viét Nam, Dam nhén ra da sO phu nit bén
Viét Nam chi mudn tim cudc séng “d6i doi” — nhu Clc — cht khong co tinh yéu, Dam
that vong. Va, diéu quan trong hon ca la, cang 16n Bao cang giong Dam va cang quyen
luyén Pam mot cach rét thiét tha, ddm da; vi thé Pam quyét dinh tha tht va van séng voi
Cuc.

Sy that 1a nhu thé. Nhung, Cuc chi n6i véi moi nguoi vé su phan bdi cia DPam trong
chuyén “tinh 40” trén facebook; con chuyén ngoai tinh gitra Ctic va dugc si, Cac “giau
biét”.

Vi khong hiéu rd sy viée, ba Nam ké cong:

~May 13 con mét. Vi thuong may, Ba may phai budn lau dé giy dung tuong lai cho may;
“khong de” ong bi dong bon thanh toan vi “chia chac” khong déu! Tao phai ban nha, ban
dat dé tim mai moéi cho may déi1 doi. Bay gio may 16 gdp thang chong “ca chén” ma may
con tiéc “cai noi gi”?

~Ma dé tir tir, dugc khong?

—Tu to? B may tudng may tré dep “woai” sao?

—Con biét, nhung “ket” hai dira nho.

— “Ket” cai gi! Tao da hoi nguoi Viét quanh day. Ho néi, tai tiéu bang nay, néu ly di, Me¢

dugc nudi con; hang thang Cha phai chu cap tién nu6i con cho dén khi con 18 tudi; tai
san chia hai.

dokkock ko

Sang chu nhat, day tré, thay Pam, voi nét mat rat buon, dang dem va—ly va nhiéu vat
dung cua Pam chat vao xe fruck mau dé, Bao ngac nhién:

—Daddy dem va—ly va may tha d6 di dau?

Pam bé Bdo 1én, giong nghen ngao:
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—Daddy phai di.

—Khi nao daddy vé?

—Daddy s& khong vé.

B4o tron mét nhin Pam:;

—Céi gi?

Pam 14p lai. Bao ving vang:

—Tai sa0? Con mudn daddy tré vé.

Pam siét chat Bao vao long. Vira khi d6, hinh anh nhing budi chiéu Dam dﬁn Béo va
Thao di b vong quanh khu vyc gia dinh cu ngu, nhiéu nguoi lang giéng vay tay, noi
“hi!” va khen hai dtra bé d& thuong, hién vé trong cdi 16ng tan nat cna Pam. Mot trong
nhimg nguoi thuong hai dira be nhu chau rudt 1a ba Hdng; nhung Bao khong biét Ba tén
gi. Nghe Ba va Dam thuong ndi chuyén bang tiéng Viét, Bao tu y dat tén cho Ba la “ba
Viét Nam”. Nhé dén day, Bam thé dai:

—Daddy d4u mubn di, con!

—Néu daddy khéng mubdn di, ai bat daddy di dugc?

—Quan toa! Nhung Cha con minh van s& gip nhau.

—Bing cach nao?

—Thinh thoang, daddy s& d6n hai dtra vé sdng v6i daddy.

—Tai sao lai thinh thoang?

—Quan toa di phan quyét nhu vay.

—Quan toa la ai ma ac vay?

—Lén 18n con s& hiéu. Bay gid con nghe 10i daddy, ging hoc gioi. Hé, daddy s& dua con
va Thao di Disney World choi.

Bao 6m c¢6 Pam. Pam dan:
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—Luc nao daddy ciing thuong nhé cac con. Con va Thao phai gang hoc va vang 1oi Me
day, nha!

Pam din Bao phai vang 161 Me day. Nhung sudt thoi gian dai song vdi Clc, Ngoai va
Thao, luc ndo Béo ciing chi nghe Cuc néi Pam 13 “thdng” dan 6ng x4u xa, tdi t&, dang
ghé tém nhat thé gi61; vi da bo vo con dé theo méy ba bén Viét Nam. Cuc ban nha — Pam
da ky gidy thoa thuan ting Ctc, Bao va Thao “nira ngdi nha” Pam duoc hudng khi ly di
— doi dén khu vuce khac. Cac d6i sb dién thoai; cAm Béo va Théo lién lac hodc nhic dén
Pam. Dira nao cdi 101, Cuc s& dudi ra khoi nha dé miy ngudi homeless bat di.

Nhu thé tuong chua di, ba Nam con lo xa:

—May don nha di ma may d cho thang Pam dia chi méi dé hang thang né gui tién nudi
hai dra nho chua?

—Hang thang “n6” giri check dén luat su cua con; ludt su ciia con s& chuyén dén con.

skoskeosk sk skok
Dién thoai reng, ba Hé)ng nhéc 1én, allo va nghe:
—Hi, “ba Viét Nam”!
—Bao! Troi oi! Ba phai “o trén dién thoai” tir sang sém dén chiéu nay méi tim duoc con!
—Con xin 16i Ba. Nhung 1am thé nao Ba ctia con biét con di linh ma nho Ba tim?
—Ba ctia con ké rang: Hector — ngay trudc cung lam tai tiém kim hoan véi Ba con — gap
con tai phi truong. Thay con giéng Ba con “nhu dtic”, Hector hoi tham. Con x4c nhan va
cho Hector biét con 1én gia dinh, sang California trlnh dién, nhap nga. Sau khi con Ién
may bay, Hector tim trong dién thoai cua Hector, thiy sb dién thoai cii ctia Ba con.
Hector nghi, cr goi thir xem, néu dang, Hector s€ bao cho Ba con biét tin con di linh; néu
khong ding thi Hector cling dé hét long voi nguoi ban cti. Khong ngo Ba cua con khong
d6i s6 dién thoai. Thé 1a Ba cua con dién thoai, nho Ba tim con; vi Ba con va Hector
khong du kha ning sinh ngir ciing nhu sy hiéu biét vé cac co quan céng quyén.
—Hector qua 12 nguoi tét! Con xin 16i da lam phién Ba.

—Tim duoc con, Ba vui chir sao lai phién. Con khoe khong? Con dang & dau?

—Con khée. Con dang ¢ trung tAm huan luyén Thuy Quan Luc Chién Hoa Ky.
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—Céi gi? Troi! Ba cua con noi voi Ba rang con cho Hector bi€t con sdp xong nam thur hai
dai hoc; nhung vi budn gia dinh nén di linh. Tai sao con khong gang thém vai ndm nira
cho xong dai hoc r6i xin vao truong si quan?

—ST1 quan hodc linh cling chi danh gidc thoi, dau khac biét gi. Su khac bi¢t quan trong nhat
trong do1 ngudi 1a mot dira ¢ Cha va mot dira c6 Cha ma khong duoc gap, khong duoc
lién lac vo1 Cha!

—Ba hiéu.

—Biét bao nhiéu nam r6i con khong dugc hug, khong duoc nghe tiéng néi ciia Ba con, Ba
biét khong?

Du da nghe nguoi Viét quanh khu vuce nay noi vé viéc Clc ngoai tinh véi duge si lam
cung cong ty, ba Hong cling ndi khéc di; vi Ba khong muon lam cho Bao dau long thém:

—La phuy nit, Ba hiéu tdm trang ctia Me con. Con ding trach Me con.

—Con khong trach Me con. Con hi€u Mg con ¢6 1y 1€ ctia Me con. Nhung trai tim ctia con
cling co 1y 1€ cta no.

Ngung mot chde d€ nén xtic dong, Bao tiép:
—Lam thé nao Ba tim ra con?

—Sau khi hira v6i Ba con, Ba vao Google, tim, roi dién thoai dén cac noi tuyén mo tai
Houston. Khong ai c6 thé gitip Ba; vi Ba khong co tu lidu ca nhan ctia con. Ba goi cac
van phong tuyén mo tai Dallas va Austin ciing bi tir chéi vi ciing 1y do. Ba khoc, giai
thich v6i nhan vién phong tuyén mo tai Austin rang Ba khong biét sb dién thoai ctia Me
con. Liic sang Ba con goi Ba trén sb desk phone ctia Ba — ma desk phone ctia Ba khong
cO may dé ghi lai s6 dién thoai hodc 101 nhin — va Ba cling quén hoi Ba con s6 dién thoai
cua Ba con; do d6 Ba khong thé goi lai Ba con dé 1§y tu l1iéu ca nhan cua con. Ba nho van
phong tuyén mo tai Austin ghi tén ho, dia chi va hai s6 dién thoai cua Ba roi chuyén dén
con vé&i 101 nhin: Néu con nhan ra Ba 1a “ba Viét Nam”, hay goi Ba ngay; vi Ba con rat
khé tdm va lo 1ing cho con!

—Céam on Ba da tim con. Tui con thuong nhé Ba con nhi€u lam. Nhung Mg con cling van
cam tui con lién lac véi Ba cia tui con! Me con bao, néu tui con lién lac voi Ba con thi
Me cua con sé... tu tur chét!

skeskoskoskoskok
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Trong khung canh nhon nhip, vui tuoi, nhin Thao rang 15 voi chiéc 40 cudi mau trang,
vuong mién cling mau tring va bo hoa hong trén tay, Bao van cam nhan dugc sy trong
vang trong hdn chang. Bao th¢ dai, nhin sang ban gai, tu hoi: Néu sau nay, con minh lap
gia dinh ma minh khong duoc tham dy, minh s& nghi nhu thé niao? Con ciia minh s& nghi
gi? Néu con gai cia minh phai cam tay mot nguoi dan ong khac trong nhitng budc first
dance — vi minh khong duoc nhan vinh du dé — thi con gai cua minh s€ cdm nhan nhu thé
nao? Minh c6 du can dam dé vuot qua ndi dau qua 16n d6 hay khong? N&i budn trong
10ng minh s& siu dén d6 nao?... Pang suy tu, Bao chot nghe giong ban gai:

—Bdo, dung 1€n! Ptng 1€n, di ra véi cd dau.

Béo nam tay Thao budc vao san khau trong tiéng vo tay ron ra. Nhin nu cudi rang rd cua
Théao, Bao cam thay thuong em v6 cung va ciing nhé Ba vo van!

Ban nha,c dao hét phan doan dau tinh khiac She Walks With Me ctia Michael W. Smith,
ca si “bat” vao:

“From the first breath of her life
She flew straight into my arms
1 used to catch her from the swings
When she was five...

.. And she walks with me
And she talks with me...”

Loi ca goi lai trong hdn Bao hinh anh nhitng budi chiéu hanh phic xua, khi Bao va Thao
cung Ba di by quanh x6m... Ky niém vira song lai trong hon, Bao dua tay quet nudc mat.
Thao vira budc theo vong tay dua day ctia Bao vira nhin Bao, khé€ noi:

—Bao! Anh gang vui trong ngay trong dai ctia doi em. Em thuong anh.

Bao tir hoi: Ngay trong dai ctia ddi em ma Ba ciia em khong duoc phép hién dién! C6 bat
cong cho em hay khong? Su bat hoa gitta Cha Mg 1a chuyén ctia Cha Me, tai sao bt con
phai nhan 1anh hau qua? Vi hai hang nude mét tudn dai, Bao quay nhanh vé phia ban
gia dinh va thdy “ba Viét Nam” dang nhin chang véi anh mat day x6t thuwong! Mui long
qua, Bao roi san khau, budc voi ra cira trong sy bang hoang va xtac dong cua moi ngudi!

Budc cham chm trong khung troi ryc r& cua 16ng dén mau do, chir vang, treo trudc mdi
nha hang va tiéng trong cua doan mua Lan, Bao chot nh¢ nhirg mua xuén xua, khi Bao
va Thao dugc méc quan 4o mdi, dugc Ba Me dua di chuc Tét ba con va ban hitu. Bao va
Thao duogc “li xi” tién mai. Khi vé nha, Ba bay Bao, Thao va miy dira bé cing x6m choi
“bau, cua, ca, cop”... Nh¢ dén day, Bao tui than, tya vao tru dén, guc dau vao long ban
tay, dang vé rat kho so.
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Bt ngd, mot ban tay nhe nhang dat 1én vai cua Bao, giong diu dang:

—Hi, Bao!

Quay sang, nhin ra ba Hong, Bao hoi khom xudng, vira hug Ba vira thi tham:

—“Ba Viét Nam”! Con budn qu4!

—Ba hiéu. Nhung, con géng vuot qua dé niém vui ctia em con dugc tron ven.

—Con phai lam gi bay gio?

Ba Hong chua kip dap thi chiéc fruck mau do cta nhén vién an ninh tuan tidu chay cham
chdm ngang qua. Nhin theo chiéc truck, niém thuong nhé Ba lai cudn cudn trd vé roi oa

v trong 1ong, Bao khong thé tu ch dugce, goi 16n: “Truck! Bring my daddy back! I want
my daddy to be here for my sister’s wedding!”

Diép My Linh
https://www.diepmylinh.com
»
-
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Nguon: Internet eMail by Pigp My Linh chuyén

Dang ngay Chua Nhat, January 1, 2023
Ban Ky Thudt Khoa 104-72/SQTB/PD, bD11/TDIND, QLVNCH
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