Truyén ngin
Chii dé: Nguoi Linh Thay
Téac gu: Piép My Linh

SONG NUGC TRG VE

Sau mét IUic nhindoan ghe Bm san sattang nfap nhd nhé niatrén trén séng éa “bién
khong” (1) va nghe tng gidy cap cim vao ¢t buom bing kim laai tao nén chai am
thanh trong §t, déu din, Thay—Qunh n@ng mit, mat hoi khép hi, hit day phdi ludng
khéng khi méatwoi cia vinh San Diego érdém.

Cuwi chan @u g, tai beén tau Siddler Cover tiie San Diego Club, hai Navigators — danh
ter Tan dung cho chinh chang va ctiovinh, chong aia Thiy—-Qgnh —dang loay hoay
ha thay chiéc ghe bam.

Hai canh bém no gio, ang phong. Vi dang ngroi cao dong dng, mai toc négn va ru
cuoi l0c ndo @ing nhr sip NG trén moi, Tan Bng thcang nhanh nén trong noi cu chi
quen théc. Tréi ki, véi mai toc méi tiéu, grong mit han nhiéu nét tan phaia thyi
gian, Vinh clm rai, c6 ¥ tram tu nhe changdang mang #ng khji suy tr trong ton.
Thiy Tan wra cai chéc phaods vao © Thiy—Quynh wa din do nhing diéu can thiét,
Vinh mun cho Tan it raing ngay xra Thay—Quynh da tirng thap ting nkiu don vi tac
chién ding nhr trén chén ham cia Hii Quan VNCH ma cha bao gy Thiy—Qunh phii
mang phao; nimg ngh sao, Vinh ing yén, nhin bang guén rén troi trong xanh.

Con thugn luét nhe vé phia San Diego Coronado Bridge,&héu cao 1éu nghéu,bn
lién hai thanh pé San Diego va Coronado. Nhinitriy tia ring cwbi cling da bibi
chiéu dang thoi thép trédinh nHing tda nha cao vt trong khi béng hoang tiéng len
lén try vé, Thiy—Qunh chyt cam thay 10ng ray fit, bang khuang 6t cach 4 lung!
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Tir xa, ngroc chieu voi chiéc thuyen budm nho nhin, mt chiec thuyén may Lrét nhanh,
tao nén nfing lwon song can cwn, lam trong tranh cbe thuyen nho. Mac du at ngac
nhién khi tlay Thay—Qunh khdng é vé sy hai hay cang quit, Tan ¢ng noi bn:

— Cb coi clrng udt. Vin vao giay bom di!

Thiy-Qunh lam theodi Tan i nhin chang, eoi. Tan mun hoi Thay—Qunh xem
nang c6dnh hay khong; ning chyt thay nu cudi cia Thay—Qunh wit tit va drong nhr
nang hi roi vao tk gisi cua riéng nang, Tan indmhg.

Tuy méi gap nhau chmay tleng dong hb tir khi don Vinh va Thuy—Qunh ¢ san bay,
Tan \an cam thiy nhe chang ﬁt mén va than tht véi ca hai, tr 1au. Moi tinh aim nay
dén tir nhitng cwc dién dam vién lién, kit nguwon tir nhitng i thu khen &ing aia Tan
danh cho Thay—Qunh, sau khi Tadoc nhirng tdc pAm cia nang. Ni nhiing lién ¢
do, khi gip nhau, & ba ngroi chuyén tro “gion tan” nlw nhirng ngroi ban di lau ngay
gap lai. Nhung la! Ké tir khi Tandwa Vinh va Thiy—Qunh dén bén tau chaién bay gb,
ca Vinh va Thay—Qgminh déu trd nén tdm tu, it néi, anh nit trd nén bwén va xa ¥ing la
lung!

Pé ton tiong nhiing suy tr cua Vinh va Thay—-Qunh, Tan éng im &ng, tra ngroi vao
man thuyén, tay \An dé trén tay l4i, rt lo d&ng nhin sangdddi dién.

Trong m mat caa Tan, nikng chén ham mau xamiam dang neo sat nhau, che ihu
quan éng San Diego Naval Station. Nhin éhang khéng &u ham USS Ranger CV—
61 dangdai ky, Tan & vé ra trong tri chang hirdnh chéc hang khéng &u ham USS
Independence CV—-62ang cong tac daiam tai Nhat ma chang&phuc wu.

La mot thanh nién, Tan mangikhao khat éa ké thich tim toi/thich khai phé/thich
phiéu du cho nén changahquéan cling Hai Quan khi changdt nam thir tu tai
University of Washingtow Seattle. Sau khét nghiép ky s dién, Tanduoc hudn luyén
tai OCS — Officer Candidate Schoolat Rhode Island.

Ra trong Wi cap bac Hai Quan Théu Uy, Tanduoc dua sang tu nghp bo tuc ki
Surface Warfare Officers School Pacific, datAmphibious Base, thanh piCoronado.
Cuoi tuan nay la ¢ man khoéa tu nghp, chuin bi cho ngay ra k.

Ké tir khi nhan duoc lénh phuc wu trén hang khéng &u ham, Tan mang & hao hic cua
mét nguoi mubn biét “mai” bién, mubn trd thanh Hi Quan... tiat! Boi khi sr h&o hic dy
bong kit dang cao ninnhiing ngn séng cong vong va Tanwkay surfer chuyén ngép
dang cui ap minh, chan lach rithiéc surfboard,tét nhanh trong l1ong séng xankébi
va nghe bt bién 0a & lao xao.
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Mot nhan it trong truydn ngin Han va Thi éabiép—-Linh cho &ng “bién mbt bén, em
mot bén”. Nhrng riéng Tan, [in 1a it ca. Bién cho chang nBu suy tr/nhiéu mo udc.
Bién Vb vé chang trong en say song ngay Agkhi con thugn nhd dua chang wot bién.
Bién cho chang nimg giay phut cinh long trén béc duong phiéu bt. Bién thét gao/réo
goi nhitng ray it tro vé mdi khi chang ing nhin bai Coronado phminh trong lﬁng am.
Bién cho chang ning giay phatdng € bén ngn hii dang dé long chang wng Ve qué

cii, noi ngudi Me hién dang kHic khaii nhé thuong con. Bén lam $ng li trong long.
chang hinkinh lang nan dén tuyét voi cua mbi tinh khdng ton bén nitng ngn d6i day
thdng xanh va tut tring.

Ciing vi Tan #@ng tinh \6i bién cho nén niing tac pAm cia Thay—Qynh tacdong manh
vao tam tlrc aia chang.

Gio day, trén dong msc ngroc, trong khi Tan mon biet Thiy—Qunh ngh gi ma tam
ngam thi chinh Thuy—-Quh ki dang doi nit theo niieng canh bam xanh ting xa xa,
long bHi hdi nhé lai mot chiéu He bng gid trén Bn Cau Pa Nha Trang.

Thoi diém do, Vinh & lam pho nét truc 16i ham dang éip bén Cau B4 va Thay—Qunh
|a sinh vién am the 1l truong Luat vé Nha Trang nghHe. Anh @a Thiy—Qunh 1a gido
su huong din 16p Bé Nhi, dua nhém loc sinh va Thay—Qgnh di cim trai b&n Hon By
Miéu. Vinh dugc Ham Treong cH dinh thap tung ckc “ca—nd” cky nhém ke sinh.

Suit doan hai hanh ngn, tr Cau Badén Hon Biy Miéu, Vinh va Thay—Qunh khéng &
dé y nhau. Nleng 6i dén, bén anhita tri bap bung, Vinh ngi bét trén céat, wadém Tay
Ban Gim vira héat ca khuc Bernadinéa Pat Boone thi Thiy—Q@uh cm thay tim nang
té chi! Thay Vinh gat dau lam nhip theo tng thi manh (temps fort) trong ning trang
hop am tAm ciadiéu Swing, Thiy—Qunh chot lién trgng dén modt canh rt dep aia
Ricky Nelson trong phim Rio Bravo.

Vi khéng c6 micro, fing hat éa Vinh lodngdi; nhung khong sao, gio ki dangdua nke
giong ca @a Vinh vao 4n ngd ngachi@ nhrng trai tim théu nir dang ao ruc yéu
duong.

Khi ban hyp ca @a nhém bc sinhddng ca nlac khic Nlac Ring Khuya éa Lam
Phrong, mdt nam sinhiém Tay Ban Gm va Vinh kit ngeoc Tay Ban Gm cia chang,
dung taydanh phia sau thuntan theatiéu Rhumba, di tiéng tong. Thiy—Qugnh wra
héat theo nho nhvira khoi cao n@n lira. Vinh Hit dau 1am hgu, cé y néi Thay—Quynh
dén voi “ca doan”.

Bén hy dao vang, nhing giong ca tai i hoa i tiéng Tay Ban Gm diu dit cling \6i
tiéng “tréng ge” don dap khién Thay—Quynh éam thiy nao nao trong 10ng.iTdo, Vinh
ctr kiém o5 ngdi canh Thuy—Q@'nh va Idi nang nlirng cau vu . Va ding tr 4o, Thay—
Quynh thim nhi: “M 4y anh chang B Quan tfit 1a 1ang man vada tinh!”
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Mé&i d6 ma Vinhda lia bén Me/da xa séng méc Ciru Long din nira thé ky! Trong
khoang thyi giandy, Vinh twong chang co thchon vii qua ki dé chip nhan cube $Hng
thira; nheing hém nay, inh San Diego im [im ning trong 16ng Vinh rdm daudang to
gidc/di vAngdang thét gao! Nhin riimg chén ham bt dong, sau khi nin ra chéc nao
thudc loai tuan dwong/chéc nao théc loai ho tbng/chéc nao thac loai hai van ham, v.v.
Vinh thé dai! Hon Vinh ndt lim vi nhy thuong cHip chung!

Nhu khoéng cliu nbi sy “hanh h” tir ngaai canh, Vinhdé nghi Tan quay bém tro vé.

Tbi dén, tir cra $ 1au nim aia khu § quandoc than, B.O.Q. (Bachelor Officers Quarters)
nhin ra ¥ bién Coronado, Vinh céam teéng nhr changdango Trung Tam Hén Luyén
Hai Quan Nha Trang. fthg vong bén cong cong; ing ngn d6i nho xa xa va anhi

dang cwi vong cung cat fing; ding nhirng day nha nan rép; ding linh gac éng; ding

thap thoang riy chang Hi Quan lang thangrtcau hc bo; chi khac nét diéu la khéng co
mot chiéc quan xa nao trong doanhitAmphibious nay.

Trong khi Vinh mén duoc yén kng mbt minhdé chiém nghém cau: “Quand ce n’est

pas de ce qui est, je réve de ce qui a éte, daiceest plus” éa Jack London thi Tan va
Thay—Qunh dém tirng hrdc chan tin trén b cat nin.

bi duoc mot khaang ngin, Thiy—Qugnh nhin niing vi saodp Ianh trén én troi dém,
néi nhr mo:

— Ngay xra, khi ch la Hm Treong, trong vaidn ¢6 xuwng chén ham tham, chi throng
hay nhin ti va giai thich cho ¢6 ¥ cac chom sao mhTieu Hung Tinhbai Hung Tinh,
v.v. Bay gb... gia, c6 quéndar.

Tan tron nit nhin Thiy—Qsinh:

— Cd ma giaboc vin cia cd Tan thy tam on aia cd At tré trung va co nghs [am.

— Cang ngh s cang ki, Tanoi!

— Tal sao \ay, c6?

— Theo ¢d, nghs thuong c6 tdm Bn uét 1€, bén nhy, tinh ém 1énh lang vaéng hoi xa
thuc #

— Tan thy nhirng diéu d6 hoi dangdéi vai cd.
Bi Tan ndidung “tim den”, Thay—Qugnh aroi:
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— Méi gap sao Tan Bt hét vay?

— Trdi! Poc sach aa c6, noidién thai véi cd thi hEu cd chir.

Thay—Qunh drng brge, nhin ra khi, chuyén dé tai:

— B&i bén naydep qué, lam c6 nhnha & .

— Tan ding \Ay. Mdi chiéu di qua bai bén nay Tan béin vi nhy may 1an vuot bién.

Thiy—-Qunh nhin Tan, phan van, eh biet 6 nén bi Tan chi tét vé nhiing lan vurot
biénay hay khong thi Tandap:

— Nhiéu khi nhin bén Tan nlé Me ghé im. Khi hay tin Tandi linh, Me buon...

— Lam Mg ai ding vay ca, Tan a!

— Tan héu chr. Nhung d6i khi Tan \an tr hoi tai sao minhdi di linh cho My?

— Tandung nén nic cim. Tan nén f&u rang ngroi Viét minh c6 cau: An cay nao, rao
cay ray.” bat neéc nay eru mang minh, minh @hco bon phin gop sc bao vé dat nudc
nay,dung khéng?

— Da, Tan héu.

— Nhitng ngroi nhu Tan € x6a bt an trong in thiu do nhom bacid/iét Nam gian4n
Medicare g0 nén. Nitng ngroi nhu Tan méi lam my di hinhanh nhiing ngroi Viét Nam
lam ngl¢ tu do, 16i tron the dé huong phuc éc ciaa chinh plh M$ nhue xin foodstamps,
housing, Medicaid, v.v.

— Cam on c6da cho Tan niing y ném do.

Tan drng lai mot chic rdi 14c dau, tiép:

— Tan thich Hi Quan tr ngay Tan con bé kia. & mot diéu 1a khi Tan &n thi Hai Quan
minh khéng conim, cho nén Tan khéndyrgc la ot trong nhirng ho.

Thay—Quynh aroi. Tan ngc nhién:
— Tal sao cOdi cuoi?
— Tan mén noidang téng Viét khong?
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— Da, mwn ch.
— That ra Tan noi va \ét tiéng Viét rat kha; ch thinh thaing gip tro ngai thoi.
— Ching han?

~

— Chir “ho” & cau ci clng &it My d6. Tan dch séat ngta miy chix “one of them”, phi
khong?

— Vay thi phii n6i nhr thé nao, c6?

Sau khi gii thich cho Tan éu cach néi aa ba mén, Thay—Qunh than rt nhin Tan:
— Tan ladoc gia s6 mot caa cddo.

— Troi! “Ngon” vay? Tai sao, c6?

— Trong kép 5ng luu vong, ndi ngay nhiing ngroi Viét vao kra twi ham thichdoc sach
Viét £ chét di; trong khido, cé bao nhiéu ngyi thudc the hé cia Tan con tim tadoc

sach Vét?

— Tan bét c6 ndi gi 6i. Ai Tan khong bét chi riéng Tan, néi eing Viét, an com Viét,
doc sach Vét, nghe nhc Viét...

— L4y vo nguoi Viét nita chi.

— Di nhién! Khong hiu cd nglii sao clir Tan thiy song ¢ doi ma khong cé ly ,
tuong/khéng cb mc dich, cH biéet hoc, lay manh king i cudi vo/sinh con thi chan ¢,
phai khéng, c6?

—bung.

— A, theo c6, minh yéuétig Viét, yéu nréc Viét dau c6 ngke 1a minh phi chap nhin tat
ca nhirng cai bt va cai »u aia phonguic va ip quan aa ngroi Viét, phai khéng, c6?

— Tan pléng van cddé ha?

— Da, dau c6. Tan chmudn cbé gii thich cho Tan fu; vi tir ngaydén My, co 1a ngoi
|&n tuoi dau tién ma Tan quen.

— Nowoi My thuong nhic nhiing “good old days” ning hy chap nhan sy thayddi theoda

tien héa @a con ngoi, cua khoa loc va k§ thuat. Ngudi minh kio thi hon, cai gi xra

cling cho ladang, la haydi hé hao o vé tat ca phong tic o truyen. Ai chon ar doi thay
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thi bi cho la lai &éng, wng ngai. Theo c6, c6 niing phongidc minh khéng nén duy tri
nia.

— Ty du?

— Ty du nhe tinh than “trong nam khinh ", nhu “dugc hao con bn hao ¢a”. Vi quan
niém nhr vay cho nén ngoi xua throng éu khan dé dugc sinh con trai “ai dong”. Va
nguoi Xua ar dé/de hoai, nudi khong @i roi trut tat ca ganh @ing cho ngoi trusng nam.
Tai sao khéngdo chocjén con tinh thn tu 1ap ma ch dat trdch nhém va kbn phin 1é€n
vai ngroi trai truong dé ca dan con nudi tinh tn y lai?

—bung! Tandong y wi ¢d. Tan nghcd néndua tr tudng ndy vao tac gim cia co.

— C6 i, trong truyen dai Céng Luu.

— All right!

— C0 thiy, ngrdi minh, dii xra hay nay, &ng ring tinh thin y lai. Mién Nam nat ciing vi
minhy lai [a tui My khong tt¢ nao B mien Nam VEt Nam; vi mén Nam |a tén don
chong Gong & Béng Nam A! Khéng kit bay giv nhirng ngroi d6 da sang riit chea?

— Tan én than. Bung cham lim do.

— Tan la linh, nghsao nai gy.

— C0 gii thich cho Tan cau najuoc khong, c6?

— Cau gi?

— “Tai gia tong ph, Xuat gia tong phu, phurttong tr”.

— C0 khong hc Han wn cho nén co dkhiéy dai y la: Nguoi phy nit, khi & nha, vangd
Cha; by chong, phuc tong clong; clong clet ¢ voi con. Cau cai cung con hamy la
nguoi da ba khéng nériip giadinh not lan nira.

— Tan ding hiéu dai khai nhr vay; nhung theo ¢ thi sao?

— COdong y caudau, hai cau sau phxét lai.

—bang! Sao cd néi chiy hop véi Tan ghé.

— C6 nghi, 1y phai nguoi chong hay ngoi vo thiéu dao dac/kém gido dc haic tdm Bn

hep hoi ding gibng nhr minh ndic bénh ung thr vay. Haic 1a minh chp nhin giai phau
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dé sdhng thém it thoi gian, hdic 1adé yén nhr vay cho céi cht dén nhanhbing nao thi
ctingdaudon !

— Néu la c6, cb cbn thaidé nao?

— Néu Ia o, co chn thaido dit khoatde ca hai ki phai chiu dung nhau va con céi kh
phai bi ton thuong, nhrng...

— Nhung... sao, tha c6?

— 0 ddi c6 nhirng viec minh mén lam ma khéng té haic chra thé thuc hién duoc.

— Tan trong mwn laduoc. LGc nao Taning ngh nhu vay ca.

— Tan con #, hieu thing, ning dong cho nén Tan ngimhu vay. Nhung theo téi doi,
Tan € nhan biet rang khong phi bat cir dieu gi minh man minh @ing co ti thuc hién
duoc .

— Cd cb ly. Con abng clét ¢ véi con,dung lap giadinh nira, ¢6 nghsao?

— Cb nghi, 1ap giadinh mot 1an nira hay khong la do qéydinh aia chinh ngoi phu nix
d6. Tinh throng aia con tuy quy vaan thiét, nhxng hoan toan khacih voi
companionshipinh lan] gitta Mt nguoi dan dng va it nguoi dan ba.

— Néu Tan la con gai, quanam $H5ng aia cd § gilp ich cho Tanat nhiéu.

— Nhur vay c6 nghia 1a Tan khongdng y wi ¢d vi Tan la con trai, g khong?

— Chic vay do, co.

— Tandac <t... Viét Nam!

— C0 thiy c6 sr cam théng gira ngroi Viét cona lai Viét Nam va ngoi Viét di tan
khong, thra c6?

— Khong!

—Pang! Nhrng 16i cia bén nao, c6?

— L&i caa & hai bén; niing ptin nang hon 1a do ngoi Viét di tan.

— CO phii vi sy khoe khoangd bich, sr 140 Bu khdng bét ngeong va b mac cam day vo

cho nén ngoi di tan da tao sr ngd nhan to kon trong Iong ba con bén nha hay khéng, c6?
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—bung.

— Minh ¢ ti thayddi duoc gi?

— Chiu! Khoe khoang vé lai 1a hai ¢in bénh khong th chiraduoc aia ngrdi minh. biéu
khoi hai la c6 nfiu ngroi sang My sau 75da la ran nhan da sr ngd nhan do; nheng ch
mat thoi gian ndin sau, b lai c6 tinh o ra nhiing y trang nim Ian cho ba con conil &
bén nha.

— Con \& thé hé di tan thi hai, cd cé nghrang ngroi tré mat goc lam khdng?

— Tan mén noidén 1op tré co vian hoa haydp tré bui doi hay bp tré lai thiéu may nan?
— Laop tré nhe nhirng ngroi trong giadinh ¢6 va Tan.

— L6p ngroi do la s ckﬁi‘t loc tinh khét tir tap thé nguoi Viét ty nan. Theo cb, b c6
nhieu cai haydm. Lucdau, tuy toi lan cn truéc sy va cham gitta hai rén van hoa,
nhung hp thich nghi trong dt giai doan ky luc. Ho hap thy nhxng cai hay trong moi
truong hp dang @ng Ho manh dan ndi Ién nieng gi b ngh va hy thang thin khéng
chip nhin nhitng gi khéng thic t/khéng fop thoi caa rén gido dic ré co.

— Cam on c6da ngh nhe vay. Nhiéu ngroi, mdi khi néi chuyén véi ngudi tré thuong hay
ché bai, chtrich chy doi khéng ha!

— C6 nghi, giéi tré, minh phi gan ho, phai hiéu ho thi khaing cach dia hai thé hé méi
khéng k xoi mon thém.

Tan im Eng, dit gu nhr “6ng a1 non”. CH mot chc thdi, Tandé ngh:
— Bay gib minh t& vé pha chu chi.

— Phé& Bng cach nao?

— Minhdan, hét, khdng cho chingVay 1a pha éi.

— Tan clvi nhac au gi?

— Da, Tay Ban Gm. Con ¢c6?

— Lam tk ndo TAan Hit cd chvi nhac?
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— Troi oi! Mot nha vin khdng bét nhac khong tié dua nhirng chi tét vé am nhic vao tac
pham nhr c6 dau.

Thay—Qunh aroi. Tan tép:
— C6 khong thich rdt Rock chir?

— Rock nhé ninhe Rock and Roll Come True thi ¢ thich; con Rock Big City Night
hoac Rock Like Hurricane hiw Thriller, Beat It thi ¢6 clu thua.

Hai ngroi radén duong nhra, nhin haitau duong dé tranh xe. Tan wot nhanh qua bén
kia duong. Quay lui, tAy Thuy—Qunh condung lai, Tandua tay \ay vay:

— Come on, co.

Thay—Qunh thong th buéc sang, nét e tr nhién thm han xusng. Tan td mo:

— Sao tr nhién tréng cd bin vay? Di b nhiéu, cd nét, phai khong?

— Khdng. i vi cir chi caa Tan lam c6 nfhcau con Gt éa cd. Gu tadang theo bc tal
vién am nlac Musicians Instituté Hollywood. Anh chang ca@h, nhung ngay tiy lam.
Mdi khi bang quaduong wi c6, anh changimg ngdic tay gbng Tan vy. Khi c6 sang
dén noi, anh chang & ma cd va noi &éng Viét “ba roi”: “My mommy is so..

thuong!”

— Oh!'I miss my mommy!

Thiy—Qunh mwn andi Tan, nheng nghi hoai khdng tinduoc 161 ndo thich kip, danh
im lang di bén Tan.

Vé dén phong, sau khi e véi Vinh vai van & tuéng, Tan 6m Guitadé nghi:

— Hatdi, co.

— Ai dan ma hat?

— Da, Tan. Tan wadan wra cloi co duoc ma.

Thay—Qunh thim ngh: Lai mot anh chang ki Quan 1ang ran vada tinh rira day!

Tan vradém dan wrau hir theo dong nfc, mit vira chim chd nhin vao bamaheo doi
“nudc” co cua Vinh.
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Riéng Vinh, @ mot thoi tudi tré/ca mot ving ky niém/ca mot troi thuong nhy dang b
ngaai canh va nhan dangia Tan khay dong trong Iong cho nén Vinh ghg suy ngh
duoc gi &! Thua Tan lién #p hai ban, Vinh chanan dang lén:

— Théi, cb chadan ca, hat ho gi thi hat ho; chd vao phongij.ngh

Sau khi Vinhdéng ara phong, Tanwaday tip nhac vira noi:

— Tap nhac day, co.

Vira lat tirng trangdé tim nhing nhac khic nang thich, Thiy—@ah wra hoi:

— Dudng nhr gidy dan Ién khongting diapason (&m thanhéb), phai khéng, Tan?

— Lam tk ndo cd nhn biét duoc?

— Tai aia c6da quen wi am nhac tr ngay co6 con béih, Tan a!

Thiy Thiy—Qunh lat ¢én nhac khic Ri Mai T6i Pua Em @a Treong Sa, Tan nic:
— Duong nhr ¢ c6dé cap dén nhac prim nay trong mt truyén ngin, phii khéng, c6?
— Khong nié. Tan bét nhac prim nay Trong Sa sang tac vaodindiém nao hay khéng?
— Da, thoi giandé Tan con bé xiu, 1am sacébiduoc.

— Treong Sa séng tac ca khac nay khi agichi huy ndt don vi Tuan Tham i Moc
Hoba.

— Tai sao cb hit?

— Biét chir. Llcd6 chd la chhuy trong Liénboan 5 Tién Tham va Teong Sa chhuy
mot trong nay Giangboando.

— Truong Sa 1a Hi Quan minh h, c6? All right! Hii Quan minh & dach!

Tan va Thay—Qinh hat nghéu ngaturoc vai baidén ca khiic Nit Nha Trang é¢a Minh
Ky, tiéngdan @a Tan té nén diu dt/thiét tha nhr 16i s6ng thi thm véi cat ngoai bai
Coronadobén doan diép khiic, Thay—Qunh vao bi nhip, Tan Wi “rai” mot trang lop
am ©i (accord plaque)ikp thoi “l ap” nhip sai. Thuy—Qunh nhin Tan, tra hat wra aroi
nhu nhan 16i. Bén hai chir cubi cling trong cau “..dé cb gai xuan ngay nhinthng
mén... day voi!” Thiy—Quynh hoi cham lai va nang khéng hatting theo am ah
(tonique) madi hat note ng trinh (quinte) éa nhac khicduogc viét am giai Ré Tweong.
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Ban nhac dat. Tandot ngot than:

— Buon qué!

Ciing cim thay buon khi ngh dén canh cddon cia Tan gira nhing ngroi khac ching tc
trén Hang Khong Ku Ham va sr nguy kion ma Hang Khong U Ham d6 s phai truc
dién, nheng Thiy—Qunh phii anui Tan:

— Ba rim s qua nhanhaim. Va lai, mdi nam Tanduoc di phép, tt vé My ma.

— Nam dau tién c6 ti khongduoc di phép. My né huin luyén § quan nghiém kit lam,
cboi! Luc nao § quan ¢éing phii dat quyéen loi cua thubc cap 1én trén qugn loi caa minh.

— CO bét.

— Cb c6 |am th khong, c6?

— Khéng. Tan thich thlam, phai khdng?

Tan phat ra &m thanhigi hai cli “a” va “&” rdi dua tay nat lic lic. Thay—Qunh ardi:
— Tan thich th tiéng Viét hay thy tiéng Anh?

— Tan thi c6 Hit roi; cai gi ding ch Viét Nam thoi.

— Tho tiéng Anh ding c6 cai hayi no.

— Thinh thaing Tan céioc vai bai, nleng sr cdm nhan trong Tan 4t it.

— Cb $ doc mpt bai thy tiéng Anh xem Tan ngmhu thé nao, nha.

Tan chra kip dap, Thay—Qsmnh da aroi don,dua:

—Tho tiéng Anh ma céloc 18n thi 6i nghiép céi tai Ga Tan qué! Thoidua giy buat, cd
viét cho.

Bén chéc ban nld, Tan ctim chu theowitng nét clir caa Thay—-Qunh:
AN EMPTY REFLECTION

As | stared into the mirror each morning,

| saw a reflection of a girl you once loved.
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And asked her: Why do you love him so much?
Searching for an answer, tears rolled down her face
She looked at me but no words were spoken.

Only then did | realize she was lost as | was!
Wiping her tears, | said love should not hurt so.
She gently smiled, but there was sadness in her eye
Though our eyes met, her thoughts were far away.

| reached out for her and found nothing but emgtahe
Suddenly [ felt cold and lonely!

Day after day, she has yet to answer my question.
And | have yet to know what it is like to be ldved

Tan ngc nhién:
— Cha aiay, c0? Ngroi My hay Viet?

— Cua HO Nguyén Xuan Hrong, mdt nguoi thudc thé hé caa Tan. C6 nang nay ahdugc
hai gii Golden Poet Trophies...

Thay—Quynh vra no6i ngangto, Wi ngung, vi Vinh vra hé ¢a, ko:

— Théi, khuya &i, di nga cho Tan ng; mai con dy sém du I&.

S

T caode 9 quanddc thandi sang phong hani Dones Hall §i Tan va Vinh, Thiy-
Quynh cim thay budon bubn; vi hinhanh dia Tan trong quan ple dai 1 goi lai trong N
nang nhan dangia Vinh vao niing dp I8 theo trugn théng Hai Quan. Nhrng khi thiy
khudn nit rang & cia Tandiém nu cudi vo tu, khong th nao Thuy-Q#uinh khong lién
tuong dén khuén nit tuoi thim, xinhdep cia cac con trong rifmg bwi I& ra tirong i
Rice University, University of Houston va Musiciamgitute ti Hollywood, California.

Ba ngroi di cham chim trén bi di bang xi—ming, vong theo tm & non. Tr nhiéu néo
trong doanh #i, nhiing khoa sinh trong quan phdai 1€, cac $quan hén luyén trong
quan pluc tiéu 18, dang tén dén djiadiém hanh &. Viradi Tan wra ké tiéu sr caa Hai
Quan Théu Uy Herbert C. Jones maiHQuan Hoa K da ding ténia Ongdat cho
Trung TAm @ hanh nking bwi I& man khoa tu nghp.

Nam 1941, Hi Quan Théu Gy Herbert C. Jones phtivu trén chén ham USS Caliafornia
BB-44, thwc Pacific Fleet ta Hoa . Ngay 7 thang 12am 1941 phi o Nhat bat ngy
tan cOng i cang Pearl Harboprran chau angl. Chien ham USS California bphi co Nhat

Page 13 of 15



oanh kich ang ré. Mic du b theong ning, Thiu Gy Jones an binh th, candam va
lieu linh tn theong tt ca nan nhan trén ckn ham. Cwi cung, Théu Uy Joneda anh
diing ¢ lai chien ham va clet theo tau!

Vao dén Jones Hall, thy anh aia Hai Quan Théu Gy Herbert C. Jones trong quanph
dai 18, cAm kiém, duoc phong én trén gn oy My, treo tréntong, Thiy—Qgnh chot
ngh dén o5 Hai Quan Théu ta Lé Anh Tdn, ngroi da tuin tiét trén sébng Vam €Tay
vao khuya 1 thang 5am 1975 khi mén Nam Vit Nam thit tha!

Nhin quanh tda nha, Thay—§nh ntin thiy 16i kién trac @a Jones Hall #t ciu ky.
Chung quanh caéc 1a phong hc/phong thi nglim/phong hén luyén/phong thec tap
(Simulator), v.vO giita 1a khang téng 6 thién, ét 16n, hinh cli V. Budi |8 ra trong
cua khoéa sinh thac Surface Warfare Officers School Pacifigyc t6 chic tai day.

Khi tat ca khoa sinh theo nhau,ani tw, budc vao nling hang gh ngay tirge khandai,
Thay-Qunh cim thay rung nic trong n. Néu tit ca khéa sinh cling guxudng, dua
cao tay th trung thanh i T6 Quic va trén khdng trung vai dd may bay th khéi mau
thi quang énh nay c6 khac chi riimg bwbi 1& man khéadi Trung Tam Hén Luyén Hai
Quan Nha Trangab nao!

Luc tit ca khoa sinh #p hangdé dugc goi tén 1én nin vin bang tr D6 B¢ Conrad C.
Lautenbacher Jr., Thay—@uoh thiy Tan nhr lac 16ng bén nting khéa sinh ngpi My,
hon nang ciu ning xo6t xal!

Truéc khi vao dung €ic trag phong bénanh, Vinhden hat tay, chlic ring Tan i nu
cuoi vui nhung anh it lai chan chira u hoai!

— Chu chidc ming Tan.
— Camon chd. Cha thy bubi 18 nhe thé nao?

—Pon s nhung dep va y nglta vo cing. bi hiéu thi caa dngb6 Béc rat ham xdc va
cam dong.

Vira cung Tan én vé Thay—Qunh Vinh wra néi:
— C6 chup cho Tan ntéu anh lam.
— Da, Tan thy.

Vira kit tay Tan, Thiy—Qinh wra néi nhiing 1o cau chdc ét dep nhit cho ndt chuyén
ra khoi. Tan aroi.
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— Vui khbéng, c6?
— Vui lim. C6 @m on Nguodi Pem Soéng Néc Tro VE./.

BIEP MY LINH
https://www.diepmylinh.com

(1) —Danh tr cia Hai Quan, c6 ngta 14 bén rat ém.
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