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V ia ms cia, thiy ba Hoa, Heatherwi:

—Hi, “ba Noi"!

—Hi, Heather! Happy Thanksgiving!

—Camon “ba Noi”. Happy Thanksgiving to you too!

Thiy ba Hoa lréc vao, noi tiengdong aia nhém ngoi tré noi phong khachiot ngdt
ngung. “Ba Noi” vay tay v phia nhdm ngoi tré, chuc:

—Happy Thanksgivingén moi nguoi.

—Cam on Ba. Chang chauiag chic Ba nia thé.

Heather nhin cacab, gidi thiéu:

—Xin gidi thiéu dén céac lan, day 1a “my ba Noi”.

Nhiéu ban tay @y vay. Nguoi con trai ¢ia ba Hoa bac dén.

—Happy Thanksgiving, &hg!

—Cam on con. Ming ding chiic w chong con va cac chau aha.

—Ming ra ngoai “deck” ngj voi nhom ngaroi 16n; trong nay rly dea nkd 6n &o hm.

—Ring dich Covid ma conuthop nhdu ngroi rea?
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—Da, chi vai cip lang géng lon tudi, con chau ga hy ¢ xa, khong @ dugc va vaidwra ban
hoc cua miy dwra con @a con, vi nha xa, @ha lai truong. Con ndi ho dy Thanksgiving
de ho do tai than.bi, Mang ra “deck” ngi choi.

Tir ngay 6ng Tiec — ctong aia ba Hoa — qudoi, Ba ch thich $ng cach bit dé duoc
“yén than gia”:

—Mang ¢ trong ni clvi vaoi cac chauduoc khbéng, con?

—Tuy Maing.

Sau khi ¢d dau va cac cdén chao, ba Hoa xoay sang Heatlié:

—Heather! Cho ba ® vui chung,duoc khéng?

—Okay! Néu “ba Noi” chip nhan duoc sr pha bi cua i chau.

—Khdng ai phadi duoc Ba; vi, chi thiy caydan la Ba vui éi.

Nhin thanh nién D6ngdang 6m Guitar, Heather néi:

—Johnathan! Bt nhac Viét khéng, hat cho “my ba Noi” ngh!

—Nhac Viét anh cti biét c6 ndt bai, nhy hoi d6 theong nghe “my on Noi'dan va hat.
Anh thich bai nay nimg lau qua khéngan; con hat thi...&ng Viét anh noi con khong
dugc ma hat céi gi!

—“My ba Noi” ciing ctvi dan. Co6 th Ba bét bai ma anh thictio. Bandi.

—Pé anh dt lai xem.

Trong khi Johnathantihg trng”, 65 nhd lai dong nhac xua thi Heathedén bén ba Hoa,
néi nho:

—“Ba Noi"! Johnathan ladn trai dia condo.
—Cdai gi? Con coOdn trai?

—Con bn rdi! Thang Nim nay condt nghip dai hoc. “Ba Noi” quén éi sao?
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Im Iang. Ba Hoa thm ngh: Mdi ngay nao Ba va Tu — ngi yéu dau doi cua Ba —di bén
nhau con ép, ngrong ngung ma bay gichau i cua Bada ¢ vao twi day mong no
nhu rda a? Khéng thtin duoc!

B4t chot Johnathan reo vui:

—Heather! Sorry, anh ¢l th ¢an phanioan nao anh nithdi. Pugc khdng?

—Okay.

Vira nghe vai “notes”i@ tinh khiic Nhin Nhaudn Cui ciia Nguyén Vit ba Hoadng
nguoi! Giai di¢u u hoai @a tinh khuc nay nhkhoi day trong long Ba 6i dau xra! Qua
khung d@ra $, nhin may tréidng lo, ba Hoakong nhr co tke thay lai dugc Bénh Vign
Ham Hat Giang, HQ 40Giang ki hanh clam chim trong unhba Nang vao bai chieu
Xua.

Chieu xuaay, sau khi tan trong, thy Td — trong quan pit xanh xam ga Hii Quan —
dangding doi canh @dng teong Phan Chau Trinh, Hoa reo vui:

—Anh dén Ba Ning khi md, &ng khéng cho em hay?

—Chuyen nha binh ma cho em hay sheyc! Taudang cong tacat Thuan An, vé day
nhan nhién léu va d@ing dé dén not s quan cung khdadr anh, € thuyén chugn xuong
tau.

—Khi mé “tau anh’di?

—Mai.

—Rira anh c6 ghé nha em khéng?

—Anh € ghédé “trinh dign” hai Bac va xin phép hai Bac cho eii cau em @Ga em bi
nay xuwbng tau cloi.

—T4i ni “tau anh” ¢6 chi vuitta?

—May “thang” ciing khoéa &i anhdén changsquan ndi nhan nhiém s, tu hop nhau ca
hat cho vui. Endli, nha!

—Anh ma khdng cho e, mai mbt em bét dugc, em & buon anh im do!
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Cau noi ngt ngao @a Hoa lam Ta vui thich bao nhiéu thi 6, trong phongin aia §
quan, tlay Bac § Long — plwc vu trén HQ 400 —& quanh gan, “xoan” lay Hoa, TU
cang kho chu ay nhiéu!

Khi duoc yéu éu, Hoa hat tinh khiic Lovaia Bert Kaempfert va Milt Gable:

“L is for the way you look at me

O is for the only one | see

V is very, very extraordinary

E is even more than anyone that you adore.can

Hoa chon nhac khiic Love vi nang néun kindéo tré hién tinh yéu nang danh cho Ta.
Nhung, vi Bac sLong, ngay khi thy Hoa roi ham kiéu, ¢4 ki “coup de foudre”; dao,
Long khong té dé nén, khdng thgidu diém tinh am Long danh cho Hoa. Ta&u lam,
nghi ing Hoa handtia vi, mun muron 161 ca tinh khic Loveté hé b tinh am nang danh
cho Long.

Hoa hat xong, T4 nénd, lay Guitar tr tay Long, wadan wra hat ca khic Nhin Nhau
Lan Cwi nhu gian tép ndi Ién ném that vong aia chang:

“Em, gir hai dira minh xa nhaudi

Buong emdl may giing dep 1o

Puong anh ¥ gié mea toi boi...”

La mjt thieu nir dep, nheng Tii lai phil cho Hoa &n tinh ding an, ngay tling, chan
that;, dodo, Hoa ctham thhm dau kho chir chuea bao gb tim hieu tai sao Ta &i dot ngot
doan tinh \6i nang!

Hom nay — sau khi Johnathanumg dan — ba Hoazm on Johnathanoi xuong kép, ms
ctra sau, ra “deck”; vi min chén vui hinh bongua!

Nhém ngroi noi “deck” hoi nhdm ngrdi, cli chao ba Hoa. Ngyi con c néi nho:
—M4y ngudi ndy Ming da gip vao nliing dp nha con c6 &c. Miang nhé khong?

Ba Hoa ctnhd mat ch khéng tié nhs tén. Nhrng vi phép x& giao, Ba that dau, chic
Thanksgiving. Ngoi con & moi:

—Ming ngi di.

Vira ngbi xudng, ba Hoa thy 6ng miic 4o téng dén ban fy miéng thit ga taydat 10 i
guay sang néi& 6ngdang hrng ly reou chat:
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—“Tyi n6” — adng sin Viét Nam (csVN) — ma nhadao gi! Theo bao Tai Tré online,
ngay 30/10/2020, kidugc My quyét dinh vién tro cho Viet Nam hai tréu USDdé khac
phuc hau qua thién tai, sau khi {ti n6” chia chac nhau, nhiailchut it,dem gio ting cho
Lao dé chang © véi thé gidi 1a “tui nd” ciing nhandao.

Ong miic 4o “ca—rd” 1én fing:

—Truong hoc cho hoc sinh Vit Nam thi khdng cé nhawsinh;dong bao mén Trung b
lut 16i khon kho nhe vay madem gio di cho ngroi dung!

Mot ba phan nan:

—Truong hpc ma khéng cé nhaéwsinh thi lam sao, or!

Ong niic 40 “ca—rd” nhun vai:

—Qiing trong kin tin d&de cap, tha tugng Nguyén Xuan Phic xac rin rang: “Khong
khoi x6t xa khi nhin thy tr¢ emden truong phii du day qua niing dong song ¢ nhicu
tinh mien nai hay phi cheo xwng dén trudng ¢ nhicu tinh dong bing song @u Long”.
ba \ay, thay giaobo Viét Khoa con cho It van nan lam thu trong trong hopc!

Ong mic 4o téng ngc nhién:

—Traong hpe khdng c6 nhadsinh, ke sinh plai “du day”dén trudng ma toc sinh con
bi lam thu. Mt x& i nhu thé ma Iic nao ngoi csVN ding W nguc khoe lnh!

Ong 4o tiing hyc doc:

—Me! Hoi @6 csVN chi truong “danh My ‘kiu’ nudc”. Bay giv, tréndai VOA tiéng Viét,
ngay 20/11/2020, cho hay: ‘dibao céo mii cong b caa Vién Gido Dic Qudc Té —
Institute of International Education — chaytsd luong sinh vién V&t Nam ‘dang ky’
hoc tai cAcdai hoa Hoa K van ding hang tir sau trén toanac...” Me! Sao “tui no”
khéng cho con chauitné qua Nga, Tau, ¥p Khic hoc ma hi qua Xt “dé qudc My” va
“tu ban gidy chét” nay dé hoc?

Ong miic 40 ca—rd @oi cudi:

—Tin nay ndi nhuc cho “bac” H vadang csVN: Trén Vietnamnet, ngay 15/11/202@, th
tuéng Nguyén Xuan Phac “phan™ “Du ai la ngyi thang ar, 6ng Joe Biden hay éng
Donald Trump, M van la ngroi ban cé quan &tét dep voi Viét Nam!”

Ong niic 40 xam @oi 16n:
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—D6 1a i xac nhin sy nham lan cia “béac” vadang csVN.D6 ding 1a bi tha ©i chan
thanh vaday du nhat caa csVN tudc the gidi, trudc ngroi dan ViEt Nam va taege vong

~1

linh caa miy triéu ngroi Viét da bi csVN dua vao cée chién “chéng My” vira qual

Ong miic 4o ca—ro 4mo:

—T6i nhy, bao Cong An Nhan Dan — ngay 02/09/2048Rg tin Tong Thong B,
Walter Steinmeierda xin loi Ba Lan trong bai phat &i hom 01/09 khi &i tuong lai viéc
phat xitburc tan cdng qéc gia nay 80 &m trudc. Khong bét chirng naodang va ngroi
csVN xin i nguoi dan mén Nam Vét Namday?

Ong miic 4o ca—rd wa dit cAu, ba Hoa ngheitig Johnathan thi 4im phia sau:

—Chao “ba Noi”, chadi.

Ba Hoa quayal:

—Ba wong nha chau xa, khdng duoc vi Covid—19 ma!

—Cac lan cia chau nha xa; ¢leo Heather va chau la gitnh ¢ day. Bay g chau phi di
don “my on Noi” € du Thanksgiving i gia dinh chau.

—Ua, “on Noi” aia chau khéngdg wi giadinh aia chau a?
—Khdng. Ong éng trong vén dudng |40.

—O, i nghiep Ong!

—“My on Noi” khéng h bénh gi rét; chi quén thoi.

—Ong quén ndu khéng?

—Nhieu! Nhung ding ¢ nhéu diéu Ong nki hoai; nhr bai hat ma Itc ndy chaiando,
Ong \an héatduoc vai cau; con ning gi noi xay ra Ong khéng thnhs duoc.

—Néu tinh tang aia Ong nix rea thidaudén ndi phai vé vién dudng 140!

—“My ba Noi” bénh, yeu, khéng tlé lo cho “my on Noi”. “My ba Noi” pli séng wi Co
cua chau; Ba M chau lan di lam, khéng lo cho “my on Noidugc.

Tir ngay dch Covid-19 buing phétdiai, ba Hoa lo g, ti quin va thm cim nhigu hon.
Chiéu nay, nhan trangiém phon phst, chrng dién ao qin dep d€ dé dén nha con d
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tiéc, ba Hoa mén di “vong vong” cho khuay kéa va Ba dng mubn nhan o hoi nay tim
hiéu vé vién dudong laodé “don duong” cho cuc doi con hi caa Ba:

—Ba c6 ti di voi chaudén tham “on Noi”, duoc khong?
—Duoc. Badé xe dia Ba i day. Bon “my on Noi” xong chau&dua Ba \é lai day.
—Mit cdng Johnathan khéng?

—Khdéng. Chau pdi tré lai ddy don Heathertén nha chaudtiéc Thanksgiving.

*

* *

Vira hréc vé phia ngoi dan 6ng Abng n@i lang & canh ara $ cua mjt phong khach
trang hoangat my thuat Johnathanwa noi:

—C6 E “my on Noi” s vui khi gap Ba.

—Tai sao?

—Vi trongdé khéng ai néiugc tiéng Viét.
—Ong c6 th nhan ra Johnathan hay khéng?

—Doi khi Ong ntan ra;ddi khi khéng. Ngay nin Ba chau ma nbii khi Ong éing khong
biet! Thiét la buon!

Khi dugc nhan vién yéuat ky tén vao danh sachwg tham viéng, ba Hoa i
—Johnathan! Tén “on Noi” |a g& Badién vo day?

—John Phan.

No6i xong Johnathaniag ky tén, nhn lanh “on Noi”.

Khi ba Hoa va Johnathatén bén 6ng John, Johnathan noi:

—Hi, “on Noi”! V6 phong fy quan 4o, chadon Ong .

Im ling. THy dng John & nhin Piano, ba Hoam thiy x6t xa qua nting khéng bt

phai 1am gi! Bé xuadudi ndi amanh & khoang doi vo vi — nhr dng John — c6 thxay

dén cho B4, ba Hoaddnip Piano, “gd” vai “notes” chdd budn! Khdng ng am thanh
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bén “Bass” nix trng dot séng ngm, dbi thang vao tam thc u un; i, voi dong tac vo
thirc, mxoi ngon tay @a Ba “tim \&” tinh khdc Nhin Nhau &n Cwi lic nao ba Hoaimg
khong hay!

Ba Hoa wradan rét phandoan dau, Johnathan i minh; vi 6ng Johnam tay chang,dc
lac. Johnathan quay sang:

—“On Noi”! Ong mwbn di vé, phai khdng?

Ong Johndc dau, cH tay W phia ba Hoa. Johnathariighich:

-bo la “ba Noi” aia...

Johnathan aka dit cau, C)ngAJohdL’rng |én, clim chap budc vé phia ba Hoa, nghiéng
mat, nhin Ba. Ba Hoa nhin Onggitmim audi, khé cui chao — chinh luéé Badan sai;
voi ngung dan. Wi anh mait hét sic thiet tha, 6ng John #u thao:

—ban tép di, Hoal!

Ba Hoa git minh, trong Badang nv, voi quay sang, éi Johnathan:

—Nghe chi khéng, Jhonathan?

—-Vang. Nheng chau khéng Bu.

—Ong @i tén Ba va Bo Badan tép.

—Thiét sao? TA thi Ba lamon dan tiép di!

Ba Hoadan ki tinh khtic Nhin Nhau d4n Cuwi. Bat ngy, ba Hoa nghe -irtsau chic
“mask” aia 6ng John —&ng hat tleu thao:

“... Em, anh xin enykniém ngay ¥a
Du hun hat#a nhe giac mo

Dirng bbi xdadung quén nhé em!”
Ba Hoa ngngdan, nhin 6ng Johnoh
—Tén Vit Nam a¢ia Ong la gi?

—Ta, HQ 400.

—Troi, anh!
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Goi “ngudi xua” xong, ba Hoa 6m &, khoc! Johnathanddc ¢én, ngic nhién:
—“On Noi” noi gi ma Ba khoc?
—Ong nfan ra Ba! Ong va Ba |a #4m xua”.

Trong khi ba Hoa it nuéc it thi nhiu tiéng o tay vang 1éntt cira phong khéch. Ba
Hoa \Ay tay \& phia nhém ngoi dang \b tay.

Co quin ly va nhom ngoi gidp viéc trong Katy Assisted Living cungitsc dén gan hon.
Sau khi ném xticdong ling xuwng, ba Hoa nhin éng Téimhin moi nguoi, giong ngken
ngao:

—Chung toi 1a “lan xua”; bat ngd nhan ra nhau trong chil Thanksgiving nay.

Co quan ly curoi vui:

—That la mén qua tudt voi ma Ba va 6ng Phan ainduoc vao Thanksgiving.

Ba Hoadap:

—Camon c6 qun ly. Sau Thanksgiving,ab t6i € tro lai day — réu quy \i trong Katy
Assisted Living cho phép —éhngay téi § vaoday biu ban véi nguoi “ban xua” caa toi.
bugc khénga?

Co gquan ly vui mrng:

—Chung téi it han flanh. Bt ci lic nao, trong @i lam viéc, Ba ding co ti¢ dén day.

Ba Hoa Ix6c vé phia 6ng Tu:

—bi, anh! V6 phongdy quan 40,di vé vai Johnathan.

Ong Tu kng ling theo Johnathan vao phong.

Khi 6ng Tu va Johnathanstra, co gan ly chot nhé, voi ndi véi ba Hoa:

—LGc ndy Badan, chiing tdidt ngac nhién; vi am hong thét tha ia dong nhc nghe it
la, rat khac bét; dodd chung t6i man dén nghe.

—P6 |1a ndt trong nhirng tinh khiarst 1¢é caa rén am nlac Viét Nam teée naim 1975. C6
|€ cb ding chvi dan cho nén c6 & co the nhan raduoc ar khac bét do.
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Dbong tr “choi dan” khién ¢d quan ly cbit nhg, voi reo lén:

—Oh Yeah! T6i & dan bai Thank You for Being a Friepgldé mirng hai ngroi “ban xua”
vua tim hi duoc nhau!

Tiéng \0 tay cung #ng Piano vang lérdn ra. C6 gan ly — khdng thdo “mask” — hat.
mask”, héat theo:

Ak

Moi nguoi cling de

“... Thank you for being a friend
Traveled down a road and back again
Your heart is true, you're a pal and a confidarit

Trong khi mpi nguoi vira hat ¥ra nhin dng T wa nghiéng vai nhe rttheo téng Bass
tram tram thi Johnathadua 6ng Tddén canh ba Hoa.

Ba Hoa, 6ng T va Johnathdéu dua khuu tay clam vao nhau, anh #hngoi sang ném
vui!

BIEP MY LINH
https://www.diepmylinh.com

[1] Andrew M Gold; Kobalt Music Publishing Ltd., BMG gtits Management.
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