Truyén ngan
Chu dé: M&—Viét nén duyén
Tac gia: Piép My Linh

M ANH POI DI DAN

Théy guong mat tiu nghiu cua Hector, Donald — chu ctua Hector — tudng Hector ngai sé&
bi mat viéc, voi an ui:

— Chu em dung c6 lo. T61 s€ trong thir khac va chli em s€ c6 viéc lam hoai hoai.

Biét Donald hiéu 1am, Hector chi cuoi, khong dinh chinh. Hector budn khong phai vi
Hector lo ngai bi mit viéc; cing khong phai vi ba Irma — vo ctia Donald — vira qua doi
ma chi vi Donald quyet dinh ban tat ca lan trong trai nay voi mot gia thip dén khong ngo.
Donal khong thé hiéu duoc tinh cam cta Hector da gén bé voi nhitng gio lan trong may
cin nha wom ciy nay nhu thé nio.

Mbi khi thay chau hoac chia nhiing chau 16n thanh nhiéu chau nho, Hector cling can than
gidng nhu mot bac si giai phau. Hector mang bao tay, ngam kéo, dao trong Alcohol,
trude va sau khi dung. Khi chon dugc nhitng nhanh khoe manh, twoi t6t, Hector vira cat,
tia vira thim thi v&i nhanh lan, bang Anh ngu: “vun” (vi lan dugc cdy, nuoi tai My): “Toi
dem ban dén ngdi nha méi cua ban, hay gang ma song, t6i mong dwoc thdy ban tré hoa
vdo miia téi. Hoa ciia ban thi t6i biét réi, mau vang vwong gid, gita dai hoa mau vang
nghé, cé nhitng dwong tua tua nho nhé va diéu déc biét la ban dom tirng chiim tir 10—12
doa hoa chir khong phai mot hodc hai”. No6i xong, Hector cam thiy vui vui trong long
nhu chinh chang thay duoc su cam nhin cta nhanh lan. Xoay sang nhimg nhanh gia yéu,
Hector vira lugm bo vao bao rac vira thAm thi: “Théi, cdc ban ciing nhir sé klep con
nguoi ciia ching t6i, khi gia va bénh tdt, chiing t6i ciing bi cho vao mét ché riéng, dé réi
tir d6 con nguoi ‘di’ dan vao coi chét)”

Mdi lan tudi lan, Hector thuong dé y, tham chimg nhiing gio lan vira duoc thay chau. Khi
nao théy cudi mdi r& lan c6 mdt ti xanh xanh, nhon nhon, 16n hon dau bat chi mot ti 1a
Hector cudi toe, tung voi nudc 1én cao dé nghe nude roi 19p dop trén chiéc non ludi trai
va thay nhiing vét nuéc sam mau 16m dém trén chiéc T—shirt trang dan sat vao ving nguc
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ng nang, lyc ludng cua chang. Lan nao cling vay, Hector n6i 1om: “T6i biét ma, t6i biét
ma, thé ndao ban ciing song, song manh. Téi thwong ban qud!” Khi thidy moét mam lan vira
lu 14 dudi goc, nhu con tham do ngoai canh, Hector cudi 16n, noi: “Moc nhanh di, dirng
SO, moi thang toi sé xit thuéce diét sau mét lan dé khong co loai con trung nao hai ban
duoc ca.”

Ca miy nha lan ndi tiép nhau, khong thé nao Hector biét dugc chang c6 bao nhiéu gid
lan; nhung néu €10 lan nao dom ny, Hector lai biét ngay. Hector thuong theo doi, khi nu
hoa vira chdm, chang léy cay tre nho xiu, hodc théi kim loai nhé c& mot phﬁn nam cua
chiéc diia va mot ci kep nho b.'?mg nhua, hodc mot doan gidy ngfm, kep canh hoa vao cay
tre hodc thoi kim thoai theo mot vi thé thuan tién dé giup nu hoa ting truong mot cach dé
dang va khdée manh; néu khong, nu hoa s€ bi 14 che khuét anh sang, khién nu hoa ¢o udt,
tang truong khong duoc, doi khi nu hoa phai chét. Khi thyc hién nhimng dong tac nay,
Hector nghi, nhitng nu hoa ciing nhu tré con, minh nén can than uén nan tir lic con tho.

Nho nuéi lan ding tiéu chuan va cham soc véi 1ong thuong yéu, lan cua Hector tré nhiing
chum hoa ryc 13, tuoi dep nhat thanh phé. Hector dé ¥, duong nhu sau mdi 1an tr6 hoa,
cay lan trong yeu hén, nhu nguol Me vua sinh con. Phai may tudn sau cdy lan moi xanh
twoi tré lai, dé ddm chdi, sin sang dom hoa cho ky t&i.

Luc bung tung gio lan dat vao xe Van dé Jannifer dem ra tiém ban, Hector cam thay budn
budn, vi nghi rang s€ khong bao gio chang thay lai nhimg gi0 lan ma chang da cham soc
tir khi vira chiét ra tir Flash hoic Community pots. Nhung rdi Hector nghi, lan ciing nhu
dan con, dén mot luc nao do, chiing no ciing phai ra doi, vuot thoat vong tay bao boc cua
Cha Me. Y nghi nay giup Hector vui trd lai dé tiép tuc cong viéc ma chang rat ua thich.

Tinh cam cia Hector d6i v6i mdy trai lan nay 1a nhu vay, cho nén, khi nghe Donald quyét
dinh “ban d6 ban thao” may trai lan, Hector budn qua ddi; budn hon budi tdi chang va
Maria — chi ctia Hector — tir gid nguoi Me nghéo kho & Monterrey, tiéu bang Nuevo
Leon, M&-tay—co, dé dén Laredo tim duong vuot bién gidi sang Hoa Ky.

Nhé lai chuyén vuot bién gidi Hector cang nhd Me va thuong Me. Nam nao do, lic
Hector con bé 1dm, Me danh gium chi du tién cho Juan — anh ca cua Hector — vuot bién
bang duong hdm. Con mua gidng dén bat ngd, nudc lua vao dudng him, Juan va nhing
ngudi vuot bién chuyén d6 déu chét. Me dau khd nhu mot ngudi dién. Thdy Me dau kho
bao nhiéu anh chi em cua Hector cang oan gian nguoi Cha sa doa by nhiéu!

Méy nam sau, Me chit chiu dugc kha tién hon nén Me lo cho Maria va Hector vuot bién

bang duong bd. T6i hom d6 khong trang. Hector, Maria va Remundo — cdu cta Hector —

cung nhiéu ngudi khéc roi Lareno, di theo ngudi dan duong (Coyote), vugt qua song Rio

Bravo. May qué, moi ngudi qua dugc bién gioi mdt cach yén lanh. Noi day moi nguoi

gip mot nguoi din dudng khac; ngudi kia o lai bén kia bién gidi dé lo cho nhiing chuyén

sau. Luc ndy Hector méi biét tyi Coyotes c6 dudng gidy hoat dong rat tinh vi va chu dao.
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Nguoi dan duong nay dua ca nhom ngudi vé San Antonio, t4 tiic trong nha xe clia mot
nguoi trong to chire; rdi tir d6 moi ngudi sé tim cach lién lac v6i than nhan hodc ngudi
quen tai My.

Hector va Maria khong quen biét ai, danh tim dén nha nhiing ngudi M8 xin giup dd.
Riéng cau Remundo, vi vg va con sang trudc, hién & Dallas, cho nén cau dugc dua vé
Dallas. Khong ngo, trén duong di, khi dén tram kiém soat, Remundo bi... ché danh hoi,
vay la Remundo bi bét!

Pang nghi ngoi mién man, Hector chot choang tinh vi tiéng banh xe 1an trén con dudng
soi. Hector lam bam, khong biét Donald dén hay 1a may nguoi Viét Nam dén mua lan.

Vira dom budc ra khoi nha lan Hector chot nhan ra mot ch rdn nhé chay that nhanh tir
ctra vao. Hector chup vi céi xéng nho, vira ruot theo cha ran vira 1am bam: “Pé xdm
lang, quan xam luoc. Giang son cua chung may o ngoai kia, chwa du sao. Bén trong nay
do céng khé ciia thay tro tao tao dwng nén, bay gio- may ‘nhday’ vé day chiém doat hd?
Khéng ai wa dwoc qudn xam lang, may biét khéng?” Lam bam dén day Hector chot cuoi
vang. Thi ra Hector dén day ciing 12 mot hinh thirc xam ling — khong khi gii — du phan
dat nay xua kia thudc lanh thd cia M&—tay—co.
Giét xong chi ran, Hector do nén ludi trai, vudt nhitng dong md hoi trén tran, nghi tiép.
Ngudi My khong mudn c6 nhiéu con; ngudi M@ sinh s6i nay nd nhanh va nhiéu nhu nim,
lai dugc chinh pha Hoa Ky giup d& nudi con, biét dau, mot ngdy nao d6 ngudi M8 sé
“chiém” lai 1anh tho nay ma khong can dén vii khi. Hector dang cudi vi y nghi ngd
nghinh — nhung c6 thé sé xay ra trong tuong lai — chot nghe tiéng Donald tang hang.
Hectro cAm chiéc xéng ¢ con ran chét, di ra. Donald bao:
— Ky téi dat mua cac thtr thube giét sau bo, chi may nh¢ ghi thém thudce tri ran. Cha may
chi can rai thudc ngang ctra 1a ran khong thé vao, vi chung quanh cc nha lan déu che kin
ca.

Donald chi hé1 Hector qua loa vé may nhan cong mai xem ho lam viéc nhu thé nao roi
Donald di.

Hector goi Cindy — ¢ céng nhan méi — bao cb 4y tudi nha lan sé 5. Cindy hoi:
— Con may nha kia?
— Thang Andy va con nhé Margie lo.

Cindy quay lung, Hector goi giat lai “Cindy”. Cindy quay lui. Hector tiép:
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— C6 nhé tudi dung nhu toi d chi cho c6. Vong dau tién, tudi nude trude; vong thir nhi
méi hoa phan vao nudc ma tudi. Nhé tudi cham cham, tudi déu tay, ca vong dau lan
vong tht nhi. Bi 1am di kéo tré. Co phai nhd, khong duge tudi lan sau 12 gio trua, néu la
mua Pong; khong dugc tudi sau 4 gio chiéu, néu 1a mua Ha.

Cindy nheo mit cudi, khoe chiéc rang bit vang hinh trai tim. “Yes, boss.” M&i khi nghe
nhan cong goi chang bang “sép”, Hector cuoi, nhung long lai buén budn vi chot nhé
nhitng ngay moi dén My.

Nhirng ngay dau tién d6, Hector theo cac ban cing ching toc, ngdi tum niam, tum ba tan
gau trudc Home Depot hay mot tiém tap hoa, hodc ngé tu déng xe cg, trong khi cho
ngu:0’1 ta dén “tuyén lya”, dem vé nha lam viéc lao dong. Khi thdy mot chiée xe tro tdi,
giam tdc do, Hector cung cac ban ngung ngang cau chuyén, ta nhau dén vay quanh chiéc
xe. Pira nao ciing c6 dan mit vao ctra kinh dé ngudi trong xe dé nhin thay; vi chua xe
khong bao gid giam ha kinh xudng trudc mot dam dong thanh nién séng khong hop phap
nhu Hector. Khi chu xe dua tay chi mit mot dira nao roi thi ca ddm méi tir tir roi xe va
chu xe ha kinh xudng, mic ca tién nong véi dira d6. Thuong thuong Hector va cac ban
chi doi hon luong tdi thiéu ti dinh thoi, mién 1am dwgc nhiéu gid. Nhiéu ong ba dé& giai,
“bdc dai” thé'lng d6; nhiéu ong ba kho tinh, chon thﬁng khac ré hon.

Chu déu tién ctia Hector trén phan dit gidu co nay la vo chdng nguoi Viét Nam; vo tén
Mai. Ho thué Hector 1am sin vuon. Hector vui ldm, vi Hector rét thich cay co. Trong luc
nhd ¢o dai, Hector thay hai thanh nién cao 16n di ra. Trua, luc Mai trao phan an trua cho
chang, Hector hoi vé hai thanh nién d6. Mai cho biét hai nguoi d6 13 con cta nang.
Chiéu, trong khi Mai vao nha l4y tién tra cho Hector, Hector rira tay, rira mit noi ong
nudc bén hong nha.

Ltc d6 ba hang x6m ctia Mai, nguodi cung chung tdc voi Hector — tén Irma — sang noi
chuyén v61 Hector. Hector t0 mo, hdi Irma, gia dinh Mai c6 hai ngudi con trai khdée manh
tai sao khong bao hai ngudi d6 gitip ma lai thué nguoi 1am chi cho tdn tién. Irma bao rang
d6i khi n6i chuyén v6i miy ngudi con ciia Mai, Irma ciing hoi ho mot cau twong tw nhu
vay. Va ho tra 10i: “Chiing ta, néu cé diéu kién va hoan canh cho Phép, hdy chia sot cong
viéc cing nhuw sy thanh cong cua minh cho nhitng nguoi kém may man hon minh. Ba thu
nghi, nam 1975, gia dinh t6i dén My, néu tdt ca nguwoi My ciing gianh lam tat cd moi
céng viéc cia ho thi céng viéc dau cho Cha Me ciia chiing t6i lam dé nudi chiing t6i?”
Hector cudi, khen gia dinh Mai 13 nguoi t6t. Irma gat gu, dong y.

Mai tra tién, khen va cam on Hector 161 rit. Irma gat gat dau ra vé dong y voi Mai. Va
Irma thué Hector ngay chi¢éu hom do, vi ba dé y, thay Hector khée manh, lam viéc siéng
nang.

Do 14 l1an dau tién Hector c6 sy lién hé vo1 nguoi Viét Nam — ma chang that tinh khong
biét dugc nude Viét Nam nam & dau trén qua dia cau nay! Hom dé Hector nghi c6 1€ su
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lién h¢ gitra chang v6i nguodi Viét sé cham dit vao budi chiéu sau khi chang nhan tién
cong; khong ngo, sau ndy Maria lai y€u va lay Dai, mot thanh nién Vi¢t Nam, lam chong.

Khi dugc Maria gidi thiéu voi Dai, Hector khong méy thich Dai; vi théy Dai c6 vé dom
dang. V& dén chung cu, Hector khuyén Maria nén tim mot ngudi that tha, chi tha 1am an
ma két hon. Maria bién luin nao 13 Pai ciing chi tha 1am n, hoc hanh; Pai vuot bién dén
day cho nén Dai cling 1a mét di dan nhu Hector va nang thi tam trang cling gidng nhau,
dé cam thong. Pai cung nhu chi em nang, chét mot ting dong gui vé qué cu gitp gia
dinh. Maria con ké ring, lic dau nang ciing khong dé y dén Dai, vi vin dé ngoén ngir. Anh
ngir ctia Dai khong khd ma Anh ngit ciia Maria ciing chi du dé 1am trong bép cho nha
hang Taco Bell thoi; cho nén khi gép nhau rat khé dién dat tinh cam. Nhung Dai rat kién
nhan theo dudi Maria. Khi Maria xiéu 10ng, chiu di choi v0i Dai thi ngay ngay hom sau,
Pai dén dén nang tai Taco Bell, chi cho nang xem bang s6 méi cua chiéc xe Pai lam chu:
2 of US. Maria khong biét rang Pai bat chudc ¥ ciia ban nhac Just The Two of Us ctia
Bill Withers cho nén Maria xtic dong nhiéu. Pai con bao réng, néu hai nguoi thanh vo
chdng, chang mudn c6 that nhiéu con; vi cic con s& xinh dep gidng Maria va c6 nhiéu
con Maria s& khong thé bo Pai dé theo thang khac.

Hector than tham. Dai chinh phuc mét cach kién nhan va tinh vi nhu vay thi 1am thé nao
ngudi chi qué mua, hién thuc va kém hoc thirc cua chang co thé “thoat” dugc!

Khi Maria sinh dtra con du long, Pai dat tén 1a Loan. Maria va Hector thuc tap hoai ma
cling khong no1 dugce, danh dat lai 1a Cynthia. Hector bé)ng bé, vui dua, chét nha va hat ru
Cynthia bang nhiing 15i ca moc mac dong qué (Nortena) ma Hector di bat chudc Ramon
Ayala — mot thién tai dan ca va cling 13 mot “tay” Accordéon khong d6i thu ctia ME—tay—
co — tir khi Hector con bé. Hector ty hira rang, dén nam Cynthia mudi 1am tudi, Hector s&
may cho Cynthia chiéc 40 ddm mau hong tuyét dep va chang sé& t6 chirc mot 18
Quincenera that linh dinh va thé nao cling moi Mg sang tham du.

Nghi dén Me Hector lai théy budn va nhé Me, nhé nha, nhé anh chi em va nhirng dra
chau nghéo khé. Hector ciing nhd ca ngon nui Cerro de la Silla hung vi. Hector nhd, ngay
con séng voi Me, thinh thoang nhin ngon nui ¢6 hinh dang twa nhu yén ngya, Hector than
tham, 61, Cerro de la Silla hung vi! Oi, Monterrey yéu kiéu, hoa 18, tran ngap anh sang,
nhung sao Me va anh chj em ctia chang cir méi hoai song doi 1am Lii, ti tim!

Tir ngay sang My, cudc doi cuia Hector dudng nhu bét t6i tim; nhung cude doi ctia Maria
nhu thé nao Hector khong 1o 1am. Hector chi nhan théy Maria sinh nam mot cho nén than
nguoi cua nang khong con nhﬁ’ng duong nét quyén rii nhu truge. Maria va Dai thuong
doi co. Nhleu khi hai nguoi gian qua, Maria churi bang tiéng Tay-ban-nha va Dai chui
bang t1eng Viét. Va Dai thuong vang nha. Cang ngay Hector cang thiy nhimg dau hiéu
budn kho trén guong mat phic hau ciia Maria cang dam nét. Hector ty hoi, phai ching
Maria dang budc dan vao nhiing vét chan budn tham ciia ngudi Me ma chang da bo lai
bén kia bién gi61?
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Ltc Cynthia hon hai tudi ma van chua biét néi, ca Maria, Dai va Hector déu lo. Donald
va Irma bugc Maria phai dem Cynthia di béc si.

Trong khi kham bénh, bac s hoi Maria, ¢ nha dung sinh ngir nao dé no6i chuyén véi
Cynthia? Maria dap, nang va Hector noi tiéng Spanish, Dai noi tleng Viét, nghe nhac va
nghe radido Viét Nam. Khi ca ba nguoi an com chung thi ca ba déu noi tiéng Anh. Béc si
bdo nén chon chi mot ngén ngtr dé nédi khi ¢6 sy hién dién cta Cynthia va bac si khuyén
nén chon Anh ngir. Pai gat dau, tin dong. Nhung khi vé dén nha Dai khong cho Cynthia
hoc néi bat cir sinh ngit ndo ca; chang chi dung tiéng Viét dé day Cynthia ciing nhu day
em cua Cynthia.

Hector khong thé phan ddi, vi Cynthia khong phai 1a con cia chang. Maria khong thé
thuyét phuc Dai, vi Maria 1a mét nguoi dan ba hién va Dai lai 1a mét nguoi dan ong thicu
luong thién. Sy thi¢u lvong thién ctia Pai dugc Maria gitr kin, khong dam cho Hector
biét.

Riéng Hector, Hector khong ghét Pai nhung Hector cling khong thich Pai; vi Hector linh
cam nhu c6 diéu gi khong 6n giira Dai va Maria. Hector chi cam thiy vui vui khi Dai day
chang nhirng “danh tur cua dan 6ng” bang tiéng Viét. Thoi gian nay, nho da theo hoc cac
16p Anh van mién phi tai nha thd, Hector nhan xét s6 vén Anh ngit ctia Pai ciing chang
hon gi chang. Rdi Hector nhiu may, suy nghi, Anh vin ctua Pai nhu vy ma 1am thé nao
Dai theo hoc dai hoc va tt nghiép k§ su? Thic mic ndy Hector gidu kin, khéng nd hoi
Dai ma cling khong ddm thd 10 v6i Maria. Va lai, théy dan chau dtra nao cling miim mim,
khau khinh, dé thuong, lai co thé nghe va hiéu ba thr tiéng, Hector nghi réng, du Dai la
k¥ su hay 1a mot cong nhan thi ciing chang c6 gi quan trong. Diéu quan trong 13 Pai co
xtng dang 1a mdt ngudi cha ctia dan chdu ctia Hector hay khong.

Nhu bang long véi § nghi ciia chinh minh, Hector mim cudi mot minh, bude ra choé may
nguoi dang doi lan tir nha s6 6 sang nha so1 8, goi nguoi ra mo cong, vi diung gid mo cura
trai lan.

Tir ngay trai lan mé cdng ban sale, Hector khong thé nhé duoc bao nhiéu ngudi Viét
Nam dit chan dén trai lan nay. Thanh phin mua nhiéu lan cuta trai ndy 1 nhirg nhan vat
on 4o, di xe dit tién. Thinh thoang Hector ciing thay vai nguoi Viét 16n tudi, trong diém
dam, chiing chac, dang vé tri thurc. Nhiéu khi nhitng ngudi khach lich sy nay dén hoi
Hector vé phuong phap trong lan. Hector vui vé tra 101 theo su hiéu biét va kinh nghién
cua chang khi nu6i nhitng loai lan ma chang ban, chtr chang khong du thoi gian va kién
nhin d¢ giai dap cho tat ca cac loai lan khéc.

Sau khi chi din, Hector két luan, nhitng diéu ma chang thua vai khach hang 1a do sach vo
cling c6, do kinh nghiém ciing nhi€u, nhung tat ca khong phai 1a ti€u chuan. Hector quan
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niém rang, mdi trai lan cung nhu mot gia dinh. Khong moét gia dinh nao, du anh chi em
rudt, c6 thé sinh hoat, nudi day va thuong yéu con cai giéng nhu mét gia dinh khac.

Moi ngudi vo tay va cam on Hector. Nhan lic moi nguoi vui vé, Hector hdi do:

— Ngay Mot thang Nam nay quy 6ng ba c6 tham du cudc biéu tinh phd truong “luc
luong” nhitng ngudi di dan khong?

Ong deo kinh can, cudi, lic dau, dap: “Khong.” Hector ngac nhién:

— Tai sao? Ong khong phai 13 di dan sao? Ong sinh tai My a?

Nguoi dy lai cuoi va lic dau. Hector tiép:

— Vay tai sao 6ng khong di? To1 xin moi quy ong ba tham dy vdi chung toi.

Mot nguoi khéc, cling dang vé chiing chac, dap:

— Chung t61 khong di vi chung t61 1a di dan hop phap.

Hector hoi budn 1ong:

— Hop phap hay khong hop phép thi ciing 1a di dan. Chung ta hiy bénh vuc quyén loi cho
di dan. O, ma trong s0 quy vi ¢6 vi nao xem phim A Day Without A Mexican chua? Do
1a mot phim ma di dan —hop phap hay bat hop phap — cling nén xem dé thay sirc manh
ctia “luc lwong” di dan. Va roi quy ong ba s& thiy, trong cudc biéu tinh vi dai nay s& c¢6
van van di dan hop phap.

Ong mang kinh can vo vai Hector, bao:

— T6i lay mot ty du nhu thé nay thi ban hiéu Iy do tai sao chung t6i khong tham du biéu
tinh, nhé!

Hector cudi, “Ok”. Biét Hector khong c6 trinh d§ van hoa cao, nguoi éy léy mot thi du dé
hiéu nhat dé giai thich:

— Gia du nhu ching t61 chay tron cong san, gap ban, ban dem gia dinh ching t61 vé nha
cho ta tiic. Sau d6 ban gitip chiing t6i tim viéc 1am, cho con cta ching t6i di hoc. R6i dén
mdt lic nao do, giira ban va chiing toi c6 nhiing bat dong, khong 1& ching toi giing bang
ngoai dudng dé phan ddi ban?

Nghe nguoi nay noi phai, Hector tiu nghiu:
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— Cam on ong da cho t6i ¥ niém d6. Con ngudi em ré cua t6i, mot ngudi Viét Nam, khi
nghe t6i ra tham dy ngdy biéu tinh, né dap: “Tui bay la tui xi’, qua My kiém com; con
tao vuot bién tim tu do. Tao di ty nan chinh tri. Tao cé Iy twéng, c¢é chinh nghia chir
khéng vi miéng com manh do nhw tui bay.”

Ca nhom nguoi cung “d” 1én, t6 vé khong hai 10ng vé cau néi ciia Pai ma Hector vira 14p
lai. Hector ciing budn trong 10ng nén lay chiéc nén ludi trai doi 1én, budc ra xem “tinh
hinh” cac nha lan khac.

Hector di vong vong, nhd lai, cach nay chi vai thang, tir ctra nha lan s6 1 nhin véao, Hector
thay Phalaenopsis né rd nhiéu mau va huong thom thoang thoang trong khong gian yén
lang. Hector thuwong nhat 13 may gio Hybrid Doritaenopsis Fire Craker mau tim tim, hinh
canh sao, duong kinh khoang 2—3 inches, nam hodc sau canh, /ip hoi dadm hon mdt ty, co
nhiéu van trang tréng, gitra dai hoa c6 nhuy tréng; hoa cua loai lan nay moc san sat nhau
thanh mot chudi dai va rat 1au tan. Noi goc phai ctia nha lan s6 2, gid Dendrobium
Teretifolium hiém quy, 14 dai va thon nhu trai dau diia. Loai lan ndy né timg chum, hoa
tréng, nhiéu canh; mdi canh nho va dai khoang 2-3 inches, mui thom thoang thodng, ngot
ngao. Va “thing” Cattleya ma Donald pha giéng giita C. Sir Jeremiah Coleman Bleu va
B. Digbyana, dom tirng chum hoa mau hdng, nim hodc sau canh, /ip mau vang ung ng
hdng. Chung quanh /ip c6 nhiéu dudng tua tiia ngan nhu hinh ring cua, rat nho, giita dai
hoa mau vang. “Thang” nay thom diu dju, phang phat mui Nuit D’orient.

Bay gi0, khong biét may “thang” dé song chét nhu thé nao, cd dugc cham soc nhu lac
chung n6 con & day hay khong! Hector buon budn gom nhirng gio lan gia, chét vao mét
cho va nhiing gio lan €¢o udt vao mdt cho.

Nhin sy tan ta ctia nhitg nha lan, Hector budn qué va tu dung chang khong mudn lam
viéc tai day nira, du chang da dugc Donald cho biét ké hoach trong trot moi.

Chiéu dd xudng nhung hoi 4m trong nha lan van con ndng. Hector 1iy non ludi trai
xubng, phe phay trudc mat. Donald budc vao. Hector trao tron cho Donald s tién ban lan
ngay hom do6. Ching can dém, Donald nhét dai so tién vao tai quan Jeans, vi Donald
hoan toan tin tuong Hector. Donald 14y tir tai quan bén kia mot sb tlen rat it oi — so v6i sb
tién Hector ban lan trong ngay — trao cho Hector. Hector cudi, nhén tién luong, cam on
Donald. Donald vé vai Hector:

— Cha may vé nghi som di, dé t6i trong chimg may dura kia ban lan ciing duoc.
Sau khi Hector cho xe né may, Donald vay tay, noi 16n:
— Gap chu may sang mai.

— C6 thé. C6 thé khong.
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Donald nhiu may, vi Hector it khi bong dua:
— Tai sao lai ¢6 thé? Cha may mubn néi gi d6?

— T6i chua quyét dinh duoc ngay by gid. Nhung t6i cho éng hay rang nhin su tiéu diéu
X0 Xac cua trai lan t61 chiu khong duogc!

Biét Hector 1a mot ngudi giau tinh cam, Donald budc dén gan, vo vai chang:

— Toé1 biét chi may lam viéc rat cuc nhoc, nhi€u khi tinh than cang thang. Thoi, cht may
vé nghi khoe, mai may gio vao cling duoc.

Trén duong l4i xe vé nha, Hector nghi, mai chang s& di tim viéc khac. Nhung Hector lai
nghi, trai lan ndy rat gan nha va khong xa trudng hoc ciia cac chau. Donald lai tin tuéng
chang, dé gidi moi diéu, nho vay, vao nhitng hdm Pai khong c6 mat & nha, Maria nho
Hector dua cac chau di hoc va chiéu dén vé, Hector khong bi phién phirc gi ca. Chd 1am
moi khong biét ngudi sep c6 dé gidi va thi gio c6 thuan tién cho chang dwa don cac chau
hay khong. Vira nght dén day Hector chot nhd dén ky giri tién vé biéu Me, voi queo xe
vao vao Walmart, dén quay Money Gramme.

Vira lai xe vé nha Hector vira huyt sdo mot phan doan cua ban dan ca; vi chang dang vui
khi nghi dén nu cuo1 cua Me luc Me nhan duoc tién.

Niém vui cia Hector vut tat khi chang mé khoa, budc vao nha. Maria 6m cham lay
chang, khéc 16n:

— Hector. Chi chét mat, em oi!

Hector nhin quanh, hoang hét, nghi ring Pai lai say ruou, danh dap Maria va miy dira
chau:

— May dra nhé dau r61? Pura nao bi cai gi? A1 hai tui n6? Chi cho em biét ngay, em s€
“dong” cho ngud1 d6 mot tran nén than.

Néi xong Hector méi nhan biét duoc rang chang da that su thuong yéu dan chau nhu con
rudt cua chang. Maria thay Hector n61 nong, vdi ngung khoc:

— Khong phai may dira con cta chi ma la thang chong cua chi.
— Ua, Dai bi cai gi?

— Chuyén dai 1am, em o1! Pai da dem ngudi yéu tur Viét Nam sang day.
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— Gidn hoai. Chi 13 vo chinh thtrc, ¢6 hon tha, 1am thé nao Pai c6 thé bao lanh cho bd cua
Dai sang dugc?

Maria 0a khoc khién may dta bé tir trong phong ua ra, vay quanh.

— Chi ngu qué nén tin 101 thang Pai. N6 biéu lam sao chi nghe lam vay. V¢ sau hiéu ra thi
muodn ro1, em o1!

— Khong mudn mang gi hét. Chi ¢t dem hon thu va dan dan con ctia chi xudng van phong
di tru khiéu nai.

— Chi dau c6 hon tha véi bai.
Hector giat minh : “Ha?” Maria 1ap lai. Hector gian qua, hét 16n:
— Em nh6 hdi d6 chi ¢6 1am hon thu véi Dai ma.

— C6. Chj d3 1am hon tht véi Dai. Nhung ma, em oi, hon thua chi 14 to gidy thoi. Chi can
tinh yéu. Chi chi muon chiém tinh yéu cua Pai chur chi khong can to giay do.

— R6i. Chi di 1am hon thu véi Dai, tai sao bay gid chi bao chi khong ¢6 hon tha?

— Sau khi Cynthia ra doi, Pai budc chj ly di gia dé chi va Cynthia xin trg cdp va nha ciia
chinh phu. Chi di 1am lanh tién mat.

Hector giat minh. Thao nao mdi thang Hector chung tién dé tra tién thué nha, Maria tir
choi. Hector gian, tron mat:

—Pai nod1 nd 1a k¥ su, mot ngudi co6 hoc thirc ma hanh xir nhu vy sao?

— N 1a tho 1am moéng tay chtr khong phai 1a k§ su. Chi biét ngay tir dau, nhung chi yéu
n6 nén khong gidm noi véi em, ngai em s€ khong tan thanh cudc hon nhan cua chi va no.

Hector gai dau, gii tai, nhan mdt mot cach khé so. Ngay tién chi em chang 1én duong, Me
ctr vira thut thit vira vudt toc Maria: “Con dep qud, o lai day con chi gap may thang rweou
ché, co bac, di diém théi; sang bén dé con cé tim mét nguwoi chong, nghéo ciing duworc,
nhing biét thwong yéu, cham séc con.” Viy ma bay gio... Hector but rit, chua biét phai
hanh déng nhu thé nao thi Manuel — con thir nim ctua Maria va Dai — tay 6m Teddy Bear
mau nau, chay dén, sa vao 1ong Hector. Hector 6m hén Manuel, nhin Maria:

— Nguén tin chi biét chinh xac duoc bao nhiéu phan trim?
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— Chi da theo doi, bi€t cho hai dra né ¢. Chiéu nay, luc Pai ve, chi cat van Dai va DPai
xac nhan.

— Pay khong phai la Trung Dong!
Maria ttrc tudi khoc. Hector tiép:

— Em nghi tht tuc dem ngudi hon phdi tir nude ngoai vao My doi hoi thoi gian, vy ma
tai sao dén bay gio chi mai biét?

— Chi an hén 13 d3 gidu em. Tha thir cho chi, nha, Hector!

— Em khong trach gi chi dau. Chi hay noi hét cho em nghe. Em sé& gitp chi. Chi phai néi
ra, dung dé trong long ro1 dau khd nhu Me.

— Sau khi chi ly di gia v6i Pai, Pai thuyét phuc chi dé Pai dem Van, nguoi vo cii va hai
dtra con trr Viét Nam sang.

— N6 ¢6 vo bén Viét Nam rdi a2 Vay tai sao chi khong boé no6 ngay luc do?

— Chi yéu Pai qua ma! Va lai, phu nit M8 ciing gan giéng nhu phu nit A Dong, chi biét
chung thily va chiu dung. Hon nita, Dai bao con nao ciing 13 con; nhung miy dira con cta
chi thi sung suong, dﬁy du, con hai dtra con cua Pai bén Viét Nam thi thiéu thon, nghe¢o
kho, xin chi cho phép Pai dem qua day 1am phudc. Pai hta chi thuong yéu mot minh chi
thoi. Ngudi vo cii sang thi cling ¢ riéng, tu lo 1dy. Nhung khi Van va hai con sang dén
day, Pai ctr di di vé vé&. Chj kho tAm 1dm vi tinh yéu bi chia xé.

Sau mét thoi gian dai, chi tuong chi khong thé chiu dung duoc nira thi Van ly di Dai. Chi
hoi mung, hy vong Dai s€ tro vé han v6i chi. Khong ngd Pai van thuong xuyén vang
nha. Gan day Van méi cho chi biét rang, sau khi dem Van va hai con sang My dugc mot
thot gian theo luat dinh, Pai nan ni Van ly di dé Van xin trg cép cua chinh phu M¥ va Pai
s& 1am hon tha gia voi mot ba nha gidu bén Viét Nam — ma Pai quen dugc trong nhiing
luc ra Internet Café, 1én “man”, chat — dé nhan tién. Muoi ngan do—la cho mot nguodi dan
ba doc than; néu ngudi dan ba d6 co con thi cir thém mdi dira nim ngan do-la. Ba ndy c6
hai dra con. Pai hira, sau khi ba me¢ con ba nay sang My, Pai nhan hai muoi ngan do—la
thi Pai s& chia cho Van mudi ngan. Nhung sau khi ba me con ba 4y sang day, Dai khong
chia tién cho Van ma Pai lai sbng chung véi ba 4y, cho nén Van uat, méi cho chi hay.

— Bay gi0 su viéc da nhu vay, ¥y chi mudn nhu thé nao?
— Chi muon tim ba nha giau nay, “lam” cho ba ay mdt tran.

— Chi dung ghen qué hoa dai nhu ba Lisa Nowak.
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Cau chuyén ghen tuong cta phi hanh gia Lisa Nowak duoc loan truyén trén radio va dai
truyén hinh M¢ cho nén Hector va Maria biét. Nghe em nhac lai, Maria tirc cuoi, ngung
khoc.

— Em nghi chi nén hanh dong nhu thé nao?

— Chi nén ty hoi long chi xem chi con yéu dugc mot nguodi dan 6ng gian xao nhu Pai hay
khong? Va chi c6 muon song mot cudc do1 budén tham giong Me hay khong?

Maria tram ngam suy nghi. Vi con déng, Maria khong thé di 1am. Nang chi nhan lau nha,
lanh tién mat, vao nhitng ngdy cudi tuan, nhd Hector & nha tréng chau. Thinh thoang, chi
khi nao Pai mudn & lai nha dé dugc Maria san soc va vui thd 4i an, Pai méi ngot diu voi
nang va dua nang mot hai tram do—la. Maria chiu dung dugc su thiéu thén, nghe¢o kho;
nhung Maria khong thé chiu dugc khi Pai cr ludng gat nang va ding nhiing 15i 16 mang,
khong 1& 46 dé noi voi chi em nang. Va Maria cling khong the chiu dugc khi Dai ctr khoe
au chang 1a mot nguoi c6 van hoa cao, 1am nhiéu tién, giao tiép toan gidi tri thirc va
nhitng ngudi c6 chuc phan. Maria nhin Hector:

— Tinh yéu trong chi da bién thanh thu han. Chj mudn bam xé théng Pai ra muén manh
chi méi vira long.

— Tai sao chi vi mot nguoi dan ong quy quy¢t ma chi pham t0i? Khong dang! Doi cua chi
con dai. Vap ngd mot 1an khong phai 14 tan clng.

— Poi chi ké nhu bo 16i. Chi chi mong nudi day duge nam dra nho nén ngudi.
— Em s& gitp chi nudi cac chau.

Maria mui long, tua dau vao vai Hector, vira khoc vira noi:

— Chi cam on em. Chij chi mong tir nay thang Pai dimg vac mit dén day nira.
— That tinh chi khong mubn théy mat Pai nira hay sao?

— Lic chiéu Dai néi véi chi: “O, tao vdy dé, bén xir tao dan dng nam thé bay thiép. May
khong chiu thi théi. May dam bo tao hay khong? May bo tao, thang nao dam ‘céng’ nam
‘cuc ng” dé cho may?” Chi cam thay bi n6 xuc pham ning né. Chj dudi né di Va chi bao
khong bao gio chi mubn thay lai n6 nira. Nhung Pai s€ tr¢ lai, chi biét, vi ndm “cuc no”

nay.
Hector n61 nho voi Maria:
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— C6 cac chau ¢ day, chi khong nén goi cac chdu 1a may “cuc no”.
— Tiéng “cuc ng” 1a do Pai ndi chir dau phai do chi.

Hector im lang, thé dai ndo nudt. Nhiing 161 cia Pai cling doc ac khong kém gi nhiing 101
cua nguoi Cha dam mé tiru sac, bé Me va anh chi em ctia chang déi kho sudt bao nhiéu
nam dai!

Lic chiéu, théy canh tan ta cua trai lan, bay gio biét rd sy dau kho cua nguoi chi than yéu
va sy thiéu may mén cua dan chau, Hector cam thiy chang khong con mot 1y do nao dé
sdng trong thanh phd nay nita. Chang chi muébn di xa that xa, dén mot noi nao do dé tim
mot cudc song an lanh, dam bac nhung chan that va tran niém vui. Y tudng niy ciing
glong nhu ¥ tudng cta thing bé Hector nam nao khi n6 di bo trong sa mac tir lang Laredo
dén séng Rio Bravo.

Giong Hector budn budn:

— Theo nhiing gi chi néi v6i em, em nghi Pai khong xtmg dang 1 cha cia may dua nay;
boi vi Pai tir chdi trach nhiém bﬁng cach dé dan con caa Pai cho chinh phu nudi, con Pai
thi di xe BMW mui tran, nay vé Viét Nam du lich, mai di Lake Charle, mdt di Las Vegas.
Do 1a y nghi ciia em; con chi, chi phai suy nghi va nhan dinh xem DPai ¢6 xting dang 1a
cha cua cac chau hay khong.

— Dai chi biét song cho Pai va bat ctr di¢u gi ¢6 lgi va thoa man ban tinh thiéu tu tin cua
Dai thi Dai lam. Boi vay bay gio chi méi sang mat ra va chi khong muon thay mat Pai

ntra.

— Néu chi quyét dinh nhu vay thi chi em minh va may dira nho di, di xa, dé Pai khong thé
tim ra.

— b1 dau?

— b1 1én nha ma hoi mai sang ho cho minh ¢ tam sau khi minh ro1 nha xe cua tui t6 chirc
vuot bién do.

— Roi sa0?

— Tam vai ngay rdi minh thué chung cu & va tim viéc lam.

— Y kién hay. Nhung...

— Chj dimg lo. Em mdi lanh lwong. Em ciing dé danh dugc it tién. Minh thira sirc bat dau

mot cudc song maoi.
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— Khi nao minh di?
— Ngay ti nay; c6 nhu vdy Dai méi khong thé tim ra.

Nhu tim dugc 16i thoat, Maria vui han 1én, thuc cac con thu dep quan 4o sach vo va dd
choi. Maria va Hector chon nhiing gi dang mang theo, dem ra xe Van cua Hector.

Sau khi cac chau vao xe, thét nit an toan, Hector dung dién thoai di dong goi Donald, bao
tin chang khong lam viéc cho Donald nira.

Trong khi lui xe ra khoi san nha — du 13 nha do chinh phua cip — tinh cam cua Hector ciing
budn budn, giong nhu lac chiéu, khi ro1 trai lan.

Chiéc xe chay doc theo con dudng qué im ving. Nhiéu mai nha lup xup, nhiing chiéc xe
cii k¥ va nhitng vuon trong hoa mau thip thoang trong anh dén khién Hector nhé nha,
nhé qué dén mudn khoc! Ty dung Hector mudn 14i xe thing dén bién gi6i dé trd lai qué
xua. Tinh cdm cua Hector luc nay ciing khong khac gi nhitng lac Hector vo tinh nghe mot
doan dan ca Hoa Ky:

“... Country roads, take me home,
to the place I belong...
Take me home, contry roads...” (1)

Hector thd dai. Nhu muon gay ni€ém vui cho chinh minh va ciing dé an i nguoi chi thiéu
may man, Hector bao:

— Chi nghi di, chuyén vuot bién gidi 1an trude, chi em minh khong cé gi ca. Tiéng Anh
chi biét yes hodc no théi; vy ma chi em minh van sdng. Con chuyén vuot bién gidi
(thanh phd) 1an nay, minh cé xe, minh c6 ti tién, diéu quan trong hon ca 1a chi em minh
c6 nam “nhoc ty”. Minh 161 qua! Phai khong cac chau?

Nhur van van 1an truede, mdi khi nghe Hector héi “phai khong”, may dira bé khong can

hiéu Hector héi di€u gi, nhung lai biét Hector can “dong minh”, cho nén cung nhau reo
1én “Yeah, Tio.”

Maria va Hector nhin nhau, cuoi./.

DIEP MY LINH
http..//www.diepmylinh.com
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(1) — Country Roads ctia John Denver.
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