Hoi ky Chién treong
Chu dé: TinhDBong doi
Téac gii: MX T6 Min Cap
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Traubién va & Van My...
o X 2 " z -
Muon Van Phal NOI...?
Léi n6i ddu: Néu cac binh cling kun c¢6 nhiing tiéu doan i tiéng nhr Siu Thin, Cop Babdu Rin,
Song Kém Trin Ai, v.v. thi Binh Cling Thiy Quan luc Chién (TQLC) ching tdidng co nling tiéu
doan mi tiéng, nbt trong nhizng don Vi d6 1a Traudién, tic Tieu Poan 2/TQLC. Trong bai ¥i nay toi

xin ding danh ang “Trau Pién”, va cac Téu Poan Treong la “Trau Pién Tuong’.

Xin chan thanh caran Traudién Trong Po Son va @ van treeng Traudién John Sheehatd cung
cap thém tai lgu de toi viet bai nay.

MX T6 Vin Cip

Théng 8/2012 taduoc di du lich 7 ngaydén mién béng-Bic My nhu Philadelphia,
NewYork, Washington, D.C. va Canada, téiytivui khi dugc cham tay
vao qu chuéngbdc Lap, thim trgng Nir Than Tu Do, thac Niagara,
Ground Zerodai trong ném cac Bng Thing Hoa K, v.v. nhing khi
duang tnrée bire twrong da den, nhin thy hinh minh in trén vacta,
“ndm” chung \6i tén dia 58,772 quan nhan Hoa/ 4 hy sinh va
mét tich (MIA) trén chén treong Viét Nam, long toi bang khuan
va tr hoi tai sao minh condng vadang day, nhin Hoa Ky 1a qué
huong thr hai trong khi 1,200 MIA co® lai VN, than xac b bi
chon vlio nhitng roi xua kia la chén treong khbe liét nhe Con Tién, la
Drang, Gu Khai, Boi Loi hay trong ngc ti CS.

Nhin |&n hirc trong da den, kit ngd tdi thiy tén White, tdi ¢ hoi day co phi la ob van
(CV) Whitedi vai tdi trong tian Boi Loi (Tay Ninh) ngay 16/9/1968 hay khongaido
t6i chi biét 1a khi vradung dich, White nga xéing, kit tinh vaduoc truc thing tn thuong

ngay.

Toi thiy tén Joe, c6 phi day la CV Joe btha 1am vao tugn VC, ki bin vao nach xuyén
qua vai trong #in Boi Loi 16/9 mada duoc dai doi tdi ciru Ve va ti thuong hay khong?

T6i doc dugc tén Jack, c6 thia CV ma Trawbién Treong Nguyén Xuan Phic chdi véi

toi trong tén kinh Can Gaoibh Chrong Thign ngay 19/6/69, ngago, Jack va toi cung

bi thwong nang, toi giy chan tay, “trao maudmg”, con Jack bbay nat mot canh tay.
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Nhitng & van di véi tdi chi trong ndt thoi gian At ngin, cé khi vai gb rdi bj thuong,
duoc tai thuong nén téi khdng nhchinh xac tén vaing khong ro tinh ting dia hy sau
d6 ra sao, lanhidthé nao. DU Mr White, Mr Joe, Mr Jack c6 & ¢in hay khéng thi
nhitng cai dantiy trén hrc trong ddden nay ¥n 1a nhirng ngrodi ban ddng minh anh
hungda chén dau dé bao vé VN Ty Do, hy da “nam” xubng, con toi, ngoi Viét Nam
nan thi ki duoc dung day, ngay Th D6 Hoa K. NgH dén White,dén Joe, Jack, téiva
tay gt ngang nit, dang nghiémiua tay chao cac 6ng va cac anh hung téntiong
daden.

Hudng din vién du ich dua chiing toiién day dé tham mot di tich lich sr Hoa Ky gin
lién vai chien tranh VN, Wi nguoi My goc Viét Nam, khoéng phi vieng mbt ngha trang
nén t6i khdng co nhandf thap, khéng co hoaé tang cac 6ng.

Trong céac béi 1& quan tong aia @ngdong ngroi Viét tai hai ngaai, sau nghi tikc chao
Qudc Ky VN va Hoa K 1a “Mot Phat Mic Niém” dé tuang nhy dén quan dan can chinh
VNCH da hy sinh..dé tusng nhy ¢én hon 58 ngan quan nhan Hoa K& chén dau va hy
sinhdé bao vé mién Nam VN Tr Do, v.v.d6 la ndt phitdé tuong nhé va vinh danh
chung, nleng sau khi Véng hirc twong daden, chaot gid White, Joe, Jack, tdi rigiminh
s3 phai viét vé nhitng Vi 6 van dadi hanh quan &i “Trau bién”, nhit 1a nHing CV dadi
véi DPPL/TD2, hy ¢4 ki thurong, d hy sinh cach nay ay chuc nam, phai viét nhe n6i 1oi
camon, di m@n van phai noi.

Sau khi tim bic trong daden, vi trinhdd computer va éing My caa téi ¢ dang ABC
nén tdida nhy Qudc Viét, chuyén viéntién toan, vao cac Welia USMC, Wehiai
tuong ném & Washington, D.C., Web nggntrang Arlington va Webua cac qu
QN/TQLC My da tham chin tai VN dé tim tén cac CV &, va tinh tang “sicc khoe” cia
ho, nhung ch tim duoc tén 5 é vin My bi tir thwong khidi hanh quan & TQLC/VN,
khéng thiy tén cac 6 van ma téi mén biét, nhr vay c6 k ho déu binh an nén téi nong
tim.

Nam 2014, Bng Hoi Thay Quan luc Chién Viét Nam (TQLC/VN) thrc hién cubn Quan
Str (QS), @n tai lisu chinh x&c cho cac baiétinén tdida lién ke dugc voi cap chi huy
cii cia toi 14 Traubién Treang Trung tad Ngé ¥h Binh (6 Son), va @ Vén, Pai Gy
John Sheehan, 1a haiwg biét ré nhing gida xay ra wi dai doi cua tdi trong cac chc
hanh quan.

Trudc khi néi v nhitng viec mabé Son va John Sheehan gilp toi tiwgc tin tirc cac

cyu CV dé cling t6i chin dau bén nhau, t6i xin néi quawhiém vu cia CV va noi than
tinh aia cac CV i Traubién noi chung, €a John Sheeharvbo Son ndi riéng.
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Téi khong rd & thdng & van (CV) va nhém wu cua hy & cacdon Vi ban, nhrng wi Binh
Chung TQLC/VN thi ndi khi mot tiéu doandi hanh quan thisduoc ting phéai 2 CV M,
mot CV di vai tiéu doan trong (canh A), mit CV di véi tiéu doan phé (canh B). 4p dai
doi thi khéng c6 C\i theo, tir khi dai doi do di riéng wi nhiém vu dac biét.

Nhiém vy cia CV My khi di hanh quan &i tiéu doan TQLC/VN la liéndc voi cac tie
thang My dé xin tan theong, tiép t&, quan tong nHit & khi tiéu doandung trén thi lién ke
va plbi hop v6i hé théng CV My dé xin yém trg hoa lxc Phéo Binh, Khdng Quaniv
CV chi c6 nhém wyu theo ddi din tién hanh quan, béo céo va xiénytror hoa Iyc, doi khi
gop y, nleng khéngdi vao chi tét ké hoach hanh quanuadon vi truong. Cac CV ludn
c6 9 tay ghi chép mi dién bién trong ngay, nin mot cudn nhit ky hanh qualde Xac
dinh trach nhm rd rang vaté chinh la niing tai liéu quy gia chinh xacdsau nay.

Ciing xin ndi thém la khdi hanh quan, CVittic mang thembng thrc va \at dung ca
nhan, téu doan ch cung ép ngroi mang may tru@tn tin cho v ma théi. Khi clAm dut
hanh quan thi neim vu caa CV ding rét va hp tro vé noi cu trd riéng. Nh]rng Vi
TQLC/VN ladon vi tong trr bi, di hanh quan liénuc, dai ngay kiip 4 ving chin thut
nén cac CV M gan nhr 1a quan é co hiru cia tiéu doan, VEt-My than thén va $ng
chét bén nhau. Mc diu dugc luan phién thaytoi vé nghi nhung c6 nhéu CV van muwn
di v6i TQLC. C6 CVda t vé My sau khi 18t nhiém ky, nheng i “nhé ring” ho lai xin
quay to lai voi TQLC/VN. bai iy CV Campbell la it trong ntirng ngroi doé.

Thomas Campbell la CV cho Tr&ién Trrong Lé Hing Minh, trong tin Phongbién,
Hue, ngay 29/6/1966, Trung ta Lé&ng Minh tr tran thi CV Campbell &ng b thuong,
nguoi mang may cho éngrttran nheng éng ta khdng xirt thuong mao lai tiép tuc
chién dau.

Sau khi Trung ta L& &hg Minh tr tran, Thomas Campbell xiné tuc & lai va lam &

van cho Trauwbién Trrong Ngd \an Binh (6 Son) thém 3 nkim ky nita cho & Mau
Than 1968 thi CampbelEwW§ day mon |&nhdao va ch huy @i Pai Hoc Austin Texas va
viét sach. Tronguadé mot cudn sachPai ta i huu Thomas Campbedld viét nhe sau:

Py

¥

Long ago, | was young and full of passion for adwex glory, excitement and faraway
places. | satisfied those powerful yearnings tehéer in the U.S Marines.

Preface

The greatest of all those adventures began in Nbeed965 when | was assigned as an
advisor to the Viethamese Marines. | thought thabuld make them better Marines, but
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in the final analysis they made me a better Marinearned things from them that are
not taught in American military schools. My bestdeers were Major Le Hang Minh,
Major Nguyen The Luong, Major Dinh Van Ngo, Captdguyen Xuan Phuc and Minh’s
ever faithful bodyguard.

This is the story and the lessons.

Co van My
Tom Campbell
Austin, Texas.

@

Nam 1968, sau khi Thomas Campbeil Traubién & My thi Pai iy John Sheehatén
thay tt¢ Thomas lam & van traong, va é van pho la Trung Gy Carl White. CV John
Sheehan lam ¢¢ v6i Traubién Treong Ngd \an Dinh siét thoi gian Tét Mau Than &i
tran Cau Khoi va Boi Loi cho %i ngay 6 thang 1/1969 thi Trung ta NgdnDinh va Dai
ay Sheehan cung thuong trong tén U Minh. Saui6 thi ¢ hai 6ng cungdi Traubién,
Trung tabinh 1&n lambai t4 Li Boan Twong TQLC, corbai Uy Sheehan thid/My,
tiép tuc trong quardoi, chic wu sau cunga John Sheehan Bai tuéng 4 sao, T Lénh
NATO, r6i hoi huu nim 1997.

(“General Sheehan retired from the Marine Corps goi&aber 24, 1997 and, a year
later, joined Bechtel International, the 5th-larg@sivately owned company in the U.S.,
as a Senior Vice Presideit

DPai T4 Ngb Vin binh
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Pai Twéong John Sheehan

Ngay 6/1/1969P6 Son hi thwong kha #ing vidan B40 nén Sheehaagtbc ti thuong
Traubién ra tau Bnh vien HQ My, & d6 B Son dugc aru $Hng, réu nhr...! Con CV
Sheehan inhe nén éng ta khdngin theong. Khi v My, Sheehaa mang cédtudi dan
B40 (RPG) ¢ d¢ lam ky niém. Sau 30/4/75, khi liérat dugc voi TrAubién Ngb \an
Dinh thi Gen Sheehatdi gri tra lai c&i dudi dan B404y choDd Son dé 1am ky niém.
Ong Sheehan éi:

RPG. Budi dan B40, ky vat cia Gen USMC Sheehan
Col Dinh,

This RPG belong to you. You fought well and wergldeader. | could not have a better
friend to fight alongside. The RPG is a little glidut it looks better than it did at 01:30
on January 6th, 1969.

God Bless and Semper Fi!

Jack Sheehan
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Gen USMC
Pi Tim C6 Van C6 Nhan.

Nhu t6i d& viét o trén, ép dai doi khdng c6 CVdi theo, tir khi di riéng mdt minh \6i
nhiém vu dic biét, tdi ladai doi truong throng duoc B Son cho é van di theo, bi cac
CV nay radi hoic bi thuong, thdi gian chradu dé “t6i nhé tén anh, t6i \it tén anh trén
da trén hoa...”. Nay, sau khidynnhirng tén trong tr trén Brc Tuong DaDPen, t6i nly B
Son va 6ng John Sheehan tim V& chugn dum 6i ho [0 hoi tham camon cia chiing
toi.

1. Nowdi dau tién t6i mudn heéi tham |a Thomas Campbell.

Tom (Thomas) la CV trong aia Traubién Lé Hing Minh (1966), con toi dHa trung
doi truong nén khong ca gi lién quadn cong véc, con giao tip thi ki cang khong, du
ho rat lich sr, vi von liéng tiéng Anh @a tdi khdngda dé tam tinh ma chcé danhi
Viét-My pha Bn nhau trong ltcam thiét khi dung trn, thi di nhu I’lO,I CV i “phd bic”,
“ga ®”, tirc 1a xin phao binh CV B lién, bao c6 “ky-16” (killed: clit), whiskey
(wounded: bthuong) dé CV goi truc thing i thuong. CV xin trrc thing My tai thuong
va yém tro thi lGc nao [ang] duoc dapirng nhanh chéng. Cén treong, ndi khic gia
dang ngan vando quy \i oi.

N6i dén ngon ng Viét-My khi dung trn thi toi nks dén Traubién Nguyén Xuan Phiic,
trong luc khan cap tai tran Ha Lao, TQLC va VC ®n VoI nhau, vi an ninh quarab, phi
cong My chua thh bom nén Robertda Phuc yéuau:

-I'm Crazy Buffalo Battalion commander! Please gme all you have at xxxd¢& do).
Phi céng con dn chr thi anh Phuc hét vao may:

-Oh my God! T#i oi! I'm ground commander. Go ahead, do it, please!

TOi nh‘)' Do Son va Shee‘hanélhthém Thoma§ la vi trongdn Traubién ki phuc kich ti
cay $ 17 QL1 (Phongié¢n), Traubién Lé Hing Minh tr tran, Thomas bthuong, anh
Phuc, Hyp va toi b thuong, nheng Thomas, kdp va toi khong xindi thuong ma tép’tuc
¢ lai chien dau, nhin nhau & vet thuong tham mau, nim ardi roi moi nhaudicu thwc,
chi c6 tre thoi.

Sau vai ngay éi tham vé Thomas Campbell thi toi ah dugc email aabo Son béo cho
biet d& co thr cia Gen Sheehan, 614y viét nhr sau:
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Col. Dinh; as you know Tom Campbell was one of logest friends. | was in Houston
when he was undergoing cancer treatment at MD AsaieHospital. He always spoke
with tremendous pride about his time with you arelTrau Dien Bn. | think he was
responsible for convincing me to request an assagtiwith the VNMC when | returned
to Vietnam.

| will always treasure our relationship and as wadl my relationship with Carl. Difficult
times make friendship stronger and special.

As a matter of historical correctness, | apprecitite promotion to Major; but | was a
Captain my entire tour with the VNMC. The USMC wlasv on promotions -- probably
about the same as the VNMC.

Thank you for your kind words and dedication tosthdarines both US and Viethamese
you are remembering.

Trau Dien.
LN2

l§

Ong Gen Sheehatd ky tén la...Trau Dien LN2 ma khong la Gen USM@ tiixéc nira,
LN2 tic la Leatherneck 2, la am danh #nytin aia G Van Tiéu Boan 2 Trawbién.

That 1a vui Wi Ky niém “don vi cii, chén truong xra”, y cia mt Gen USMC mén nhin
ong la Trau Dien, mhn trd lai véi TrauDién dé cung chén diu bén nhau, 4o vé VN Tu
Do, nén tdi & tdn tiong nguyn vong aia Gen John Sheehatr,ddy, ndi khi nhic i
Gen Sheehan thi t68 shi viét ngin gon 1a LN2.

Khoéng chi Gen Sheehan, ma cordnGen USMC khéac i, ding 1a & van Traubién,
nam 2008 6ngtédén thim Tiéu Poan Tirong va cadai Boi Truong Traubién ti
Little Sai Gondé la Gen Hoar. Bm 1966, Trung Uy Joseph Hoar la CV TRién &
Con Tién va sado la cac #u doan TQLC khac ia.
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Gen Joseph Hoar

Ching phii vi “thay sang Bt quang lam &” ma tdidwua hinh hai vtuéng 4 sao vao bai
viét nay, ma chinh quyiviy da ntin minh la “Trau Dien” vaén véi chiang toi nx
nhitng “dong ddi” gan nira thé ky vé trude, di ngay nay chdng toi la iahg quan nhanib
“gay stng”. Quy vay dadén véi ching téi nir nugc My d& my rong vong taydon
chang t6i. D6 ding la Iy do téi chn tradé cho bai vét nay la “Traubién Va G Van
My, d0 mwn nheng Vin phai néi”, n6i ¢é cdmon quy i da anh dng chén dau va hy
sinh bén gnh Traubién noi riéng va Binh Gimg TQLC/VN noi chungba co i 5 vi
C6 Van hy sinh bénanh cac & s TQLC/VN va Hu nhr CV nao éng hi thuong. Bay
gio t6i xin tiép tuc hoi tham tin tirc v& cac CV khac:

2. Cac @ van tir thwong va ki thwong trong tran Cau Khéi la ai?

Page 8 of 21



Sau gn 9 thang hanh quanaJ Thang Sai Gon, khi tinh hinty Thu D6 da o lai thanh
binh thi thang 9/68, Cén Boan B/TQLC, trongid cé Traubién, dugc ting phai cho
Nhay Du, dréi quyén chi huy Hng quat éa Tuéng Dur Qudc Pdng, dé lung va dét dich
vung Khiém Hanh va & Loi, Tay Ninh, wi Tiéu Doan 14D Ch Lyc va Trungboan 33
VC dang kn trén.

Sang 14/9/68tquan Khiém Hanhpo Son cho Bnhdai doi ti nhay truc thing “dieu
hau” vao nac tiéu Guu Khei, d€ tim Tb14D, reu dungdich thi Teu boan € vao tep
vién va tiéu dit dich. Vidai doi toi di riéng nén co @it co van di theo.

Khi dai doi toi vira nhay truc thing xubng muc tiéu Giu Khai thi bi dich bao vay vaan
coéng ngay, nb ké haach hanh quarding va c6 C\i theo nénda kip thoi lién lac voi hé
théng CV My xin yém tro Phéao Binh, may bay B57 vartr thing vo trang Cobras can
thiép kip thoi. Chiing tdiding vitng dé tiéu doan ntiy vao dét va mi dién bién dadang
nhu tién liéu, Traubién hoan thanh ném wu.

biéu khdng may latang lic sbéiong thi CV b tringdan, 6ng tatugc ti thuong va 1dai
Uy 65 van khéc xéng thay t8, nheng dén 11 giv d8m, khidangdiéu dong truc thing i
thuong cac tlrong binh TQLC thidai iy CV nay hi bi thwong nra nénda dugc phi hanh
doan tie thaing mangdi ludn. G 2 CV dén véi téi qua nhanh vai ciing nhanh nén toi
khéng nié ré tén, lon 40 rim sau, nay t6i thbo Son va LN2 tim tung tichia hy dé
gui |61 cdmon. Vai ngay sau toi riim dugc email @abd Son véi ndi dungdai ¥ nhu sau:

A58

“Hi Cdp. Theo tai ¥u aia Gen Sheehan tidwoc thi @ vin di véi PP1 aia Cap nhiy
vao Giu Khsi ngay 14/9/68 1a SFC Charles James MoorejthAirborne Ranger, Ong
Moore tinh ngugn nénPgi Gy John Sheehab ain trong TO2 dong Y chadi. Saudé
thi Moore b phéo kich éi tdi thuwong, nheng Mooreda chét trén dwong i thurong lUc 4
gio chieu. ConPgi Gy thusc Airborne Rangedén thay Moore éi ciing by thirong l0c 11
gio dém,duroc phi hanhdoan trec thang tai thuong luén Wi thuwong binh TQLC thi cisa
tim ra danh tanh,&tra loi sau'.

PYe N

Nhu vay 14 tdida rd $ phan cia 2 \i CV danh tén Cau Khoi ngay 14/9 i chiing toi.
Dai,déi t6i chi chon ¢6 90 ngoi cho nhém wu nay Yé\dé h Tb14D VC bao vay, fin
chién kéo dai mt ngay ndt dé¢m, nhrng chung tdi @n dung virng, vi nly c6 cac C\Wda
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hét 1ong kéu @i hoa luc PB va KQ ¢m trg. DU Traubién da dit dugc TD14D, nheng
chdng t6i &t budn khi mdt CV tir thuong, not bi thuong chra tim ra danh tanh. Chang
t6i xin chan thanh chia ba cung giatinh cac v CV nay. CVda gitp chang toi cén
thang trong tinh th “chi manh treo chuéng’di cac CV radi, con chiing téi thitén, dén
dinh ar ngay trén quédong aia cac 6ng.

3. Nhitng C6 Van Tran Boi L oi?

Ngay 14/9/68 todung tran Cau Khoi thi ngay 16/9/68Pai Boi 1 cua toi vabb3 aiabai
ay Tran Van Thuong lai nhay truc thing vao nac tiéu ndit khu Boi Loi, dé chup 50 VC
ma may bay quan séat L19 phat giac ra chiamgg drng quandi day.

Vi 2 dai doi di riéng, coi nle canh B, Téu Doan Phé 1@ai iy Nguyén Kim Bé di hoc,
nén & van phé labai Gy Carl Whitedi vai tdi. Khi 2 dai doi vira nhiy khoi truc thing
xubng muc tiéu ladung lién (may bay quan sat L19 cho tét déing, nlung chra chinh
xac, vi khéng pii chi c6 50 VC, ma la 3é&u doan VC thiéc Trungboan 33dang ém
quan &i day, vi c6 nhdu stiing phong khéng, taéli va vii khi tich thuduoc, cung bi khai
cuaa tu binh).

Sau khi xung phong vaouu tiéu thi é van Carl White nga xéng, nim mit, mat trang
béch, t6i khong rd dngilthuong ¢ dau, nhing thiy tinh tang nguy hém nén xin i
thuong cho 6ng ta ngay vaanch van khacdugc tha xudng thay ti.

Trudc khi néi tép dién tién cuwbc dung do thi ti xin My ngaic & day dé ndi vé ¢b van pho
Tb2/TQLC la Carl White.

Trong téin Mau Thang Sai Gon tedc do, khidai doi toi tién quan trérduong Hau
Giang,dé dén giai toa khu wrc ar x4 Pha LAm thi Carl White Bsniper” VC cho nét
vién vao tran, viédan xuyén qua nonis, vi da chui qua cbn bang aru thwong c& nhan
gai trén non & nén yu da va b non nhra gi lai, chi du stc cham vao vadé lai cuc u 1
mau trén trdn White. Saufitr nay thi Carl Whit@uoc thang dai Uy.
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Hinh chup Carl White ngay tai Chg Lén,
trén tran con cuc u, anh dé la “nha ban”

LN2 tra 16i choDd Son vé Carl White, theo tai éu mat viraduoc giai ma thi nguyén &n
nhu sau:

“at 1555H Capt White was Medivac for Heat Prostnatoy the 2nd Bn C and C
heliopter”

Nhu vay Capt Whitedd duoc truc thing C&C diabd Son va Sheehande di binh an,
khéng phi la White ma tdidoc dugc trén lirc tuéng daden, xin chidc ming éng. T6i con
dugc biét thém, Wi ky niém hon bio tran, sau nay Carl Whit viét cuon hoi ky vé
Traubién va Miu Than, xin trich: )

*
TRAU DIEN!
Crazy Buffaloes In Cholon Gap.
(by Major Carl White, United States Marine Corps €Rred))

After massive Viet Cong and North Viethamese Aomg$ launched their Tet Offensive
against South Vietnam in the last hours of Janu®§8, the South Vietnamese Marine
Brigade’s 2nd Rifle Battalion was among the unisdidguising themselves in the
successful defense of Saigon.

One of six battalions in the brigade, the 2nd Baitawas commanded by a battle-
hardened veteran of nearly 13 years of combat, Madgd Van Binh. A national hero, he
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had been decorated for gallantry many times, wodrs#giously four times, and
regarded among the military leadership of Southtnden and the U.S. Marine advisors
who had served with him as a courageous and exaegily skilled battlefield
commander.

His battalion was one of the most highly acclaimeltary units in the country from any
nation well known throughout South Vietnam. In 196&. President Lyndon B. Johnson
had awarded it the Presidential Unit Citation fogrdeism in the Battle of Phung Du. The
battalion was the first in the Viethamese MaringBde to receive that highest of U.S.

unit awards
Pt N

x

C6 van ph6 Carl Whitefuoc boc di thi c6 CV khaaién thay ti. Sau khi nbn 1énh Do
Son, toi tha tréi kh6i mau vandanh diu baidap cho tec thing thi CV xuong, nhing
den khi nghebo Son néi CVda xwng i, Can Tho (danh héu aia téi)da gip CV chra?

-Chua thiy! La qud!

T6éi cho Iing sc xung quanh thi phéat gidc caclddbi chrng 100m, khu wc tuyén VC,
ciing ¢ kh6i mau vangang toc 1én. Toi “ta lba tam tinh” Wi bao chobo Son bict va
xin dng xac nhn diém tha CV. Ngay lGcd6, dang bay C&CPd Son ding nhin ra drdi
dat c6 2 \i tri khoi vang va 6ng cho diiCV da ki tha xubng Wi tri truge tuyén VC 1oil

Khi phét giac g nham Ian tai i nay thibo Son ciing Chén Boan Tuéng Ton That
San va @ hé thong @ van yéu @u (ra Enh) tdi cho ngoi di ciru @ van ngay!

That Ia rac roi, ching toidangdung, VCdang bao vay, ghg co nhau cim ting ghc
cay, ki tre gal sting phong khon@twnanh khién truc thing khé kHin vao ving ym tro,
lam cach nao ¢n gin 100mdén trai khéi vang kia? bh nita, chra biét CV & vi tri nao,
sbng ctét ra sao, it nhigm wvu “vo ké kha thi”.

T6i da ntin Iénh aia cip tréndi tim va aru CV ngay, nbng toi ding nkin ra ham y ¢a
loi can din thém |a phi hét sirc can than kéo... “Bac-Binh, Gay-Go”.

“Bic-Binh Gay-Go” ¢6 ngia 1a “B.G”, 1a Binh Ga, nhitng gi »ay ra ti tran Binh G,

Pheéc Tuy, ngdy 31/12/1964 ching tééhica rdi, chi vi thuong cip Qb “o trén toi” ra

lénh “bang moi gia” cho ™4/TQLC di tim x&c phi @, phi cdng! Ri cai gia phi tra |a

TP4 hy sinh thém dng trim sinh mang khac. Nay ti piic cip chi huy dia tdida sang

suot, daydan kinh nghém chén treong, 6ng hdu kha nang aia thuc cip nén radnh cho

t6i can than, tly @ tng bén, nhung toi chra biét “bién” bang cach nao, trong khidn
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giay phat clim tré 1a rat nguy hém cho © van va chinh ching toi. Téil CV va CVdang
trong tinh tang sinh & nay thi ching téiéskh6 ma cé §m trg hoéa luc tir phia HK.

T6i nhd mai trong cdc hanh quan gi toadon bac Co nam 1965, cac phicdang qén
thao trdt bomdan xubng muc tiéu thi ndt “than sim” trang phong khéng, phiocchi
xubng i N6 con phi cdng bay ra, canh dilirng bay theo cku giddua phi cong &
phiadich, bién gbi Viét-Mién, lap trc cac phi o bé muc ti€u ma bay vong tron quanh
canh du, céc tic thing ding bay theo vadm xubng dat noi ma du b litng bays trén
cao... t6i khdng rdésphan phi congdo.

Mot diéu dang quan tamira lién quandi vu truc thing tha lAm CV vao tugn VC IaDai
Uy Theong DD3 da bao cho toi Bt anhda trong thy mot truc thing b “xit khoi” réi bay
di cung thyi diém CV duoc tha xudng. Tdi khéng co thi ¢ingh vé tryc thing ki ban ra
sao ma tim cachio CV. Chyt Ha s 1 Nguyén Van Tha, ngdi mang may cho toi,
hoang la:

-Ong thiy coi kia.

Theo hréng tay cti caa Tha, quang nhom, tdidd nHin ra ndt canh tayt byui ram dua
|én Bi mat hat. Qui quyét day 1a & van bi tha nhim vi tri, ¢4 sin ké hoach trongdau, toi
ra lénh ngay cho trunddi trueng 1a Théu Gy Huynh Vinh Quang,ap trung it ca dai
lién M60 va M79 dadai doi tac x ti da va lién tc vao tugn VC ma phia ngoai bai
dap 1a i CV nulp. C6 & VC chra phét gidc raivtri CV ndp, ma éu co thiy thi ching
quyét bat sbng chir khong kan chét, gia ti sdng ctét khac nhau.

Trong khi cac sting M60 va M7%ib ti da vao tugn VC thi Trung 81 Tran Trang dn
tiéu doi bo dudi hoa hrc cia minhdé yém tro cho HS1 Bui Ngc Puong va HS Ngugn
Vin Hoi chay that nhanhdén noi c6 CV nGpPuong va Hyi 1a hai én vé da aru toi thoat
chét nhiéu lan nén tdi tin tong va hy wngBuong va Hyi sé hoan thanh nbim wy.

Khi viét lai viéc nay, t6i xin phép khondj vao chi tét dién tién cwc aru CV, nhing thit
cang thing va lo au, bi hop tng giay, tay toi liéndc dot thuoc, vira kéo xong it hoi
thi vat di, dot dieu khac, tdida phii lam mot viéc lan dau tién qua kh nang aia toi.

Toi tho phao khoan khodi khi ily Buong cdng mt nguoi trén leng, lom khom 1tp stp
chay V&, Hoi thi vira phu day vira canh ching phia sau, &u d6i cua Tran Trang éng
dang rat lui theo. Céi hindnh khéng bao i toi c6 thé quénduoc |1a khi vira chay vé téi
chd t6i dung thibuong nga vt ra, CV My nga theo, £ hai than hinh nréim mau.

CV d&duoc aiu, vui hbon nira 1a fit ci toan @ép oiru di va W day du, trir 4 ngroi trong
tieu doi caa Tran Trang b thwong nke. Trung Uy CV lhban vao nach, trc thang da

Page 13 of 21



xudng boc ngroi bi thuong di ngay va ti mot thiéu t CV khac xang thay tié, t6i
khong Kp nhin king tén éa hp. Saudd toi khong bét tin tic aia trung Uy CV naydng
chét ra sao.

Sau ciéc hanh quan, CV M trén Sr boanda gii xubng chodai doi tdi mot sd huy
chuong, trongdd cé 1 Bronze Star 1a caotc, tdi biét phan thuong danh ¢ nay
thuoc vé ai. Néu CV hoi y kién toi thi téi € d& ngh chobuong, Hoi va tiéu doi Tran
Trang mdi nguoi 1 Silver Star hay caoolm.

Ha s 1 Bui Ngoc buong, ngroi can vé, ngroi ban than tin @a téi mang Bronze Star, anh
condugc Thiéu ta LéDinh Bio, Trrong Phong Chinh Hin Sr Boan TQLC throng cho

1 xe Honda 50buong khong nghden nhrng gl € duoc haic £ mat khi lao vaoradan,
anh xing dangduoc nhn cac pan thueang nay, nleng rt tiéc “TQLC sHing hung éng
manh nhrng khéng 8ng 1au”, Duong chra kip chy ngudi yéu cho phd Sai Gon Bng
Honda thi anhtt tran saudé trong ndt cuoc hanh quan sang Mién,

Ngudi céng CV & 1a Bli Ngyc Buong da tir tran, thé con céc 6 van thi sao? Taid nhy
Do Son hoi LN2 thi nhan dugc 2 email nguyénan nhr sau:

A
|§

On Tue, Aug 26, 2014 at 7:57 PM, John Sheehan wrote

Col, Dinh; we think the Marine in question is I1{lde Bargerstock. He was shot in the
chest and upper body, more serious than originhbught --spent a long time in the
hospital. He ultimately retired after 20 years iretMarine Corps. Carl White talks to
him and Carl will give you the detail info.

Hope this helps.
Your friend and fellow Marine
Jack

Col. Dinh. As | was going through my records inrsbaof the information you requested
| came across a picture of the team of VN Marinke vescued Lt Bargerstock. The
squad leader was awarded a Bronze Star and theothere awarded achievement
medals. The picture was taken a month or so afeefight.

| will send you a copy of the picture in the monifi need to go buy a new memory
card)
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S/F
Jack.

Lo
‘

Theo email tir nhit coa LN2 trénday thi Trung Gy C\iuoc aru Vé tir tay Viét Cong 1a
/Lt Joe Bargerstock dtbj throng ring vada gii ngi, gia sir ngaydé vi xuwng gidap toi
ma 6ng ¢ inh k& ndo thi tdi ban Iam. Tin dng binh an va gjingi, 6ng va téi cuing
murng va xin chuc ong lde te mai.

Tuy nhién, niém vui khéng ton ven, theo tai Bu mat viraduoc giai ma, cue hanh quan
Boi Loi nay c6 2 CV bthuong, 3 ngroi My thuoc phi hanhioan tirc thing clet.

Ngaydo, khibai Gy Tran Van Thuong béo cho ti Bt c6 1 tire thing bay I8n bbén xit
khéi, tdi da ngh day la tire thing chy CV Joedén thay cho Carl Whiteitbén nén o da
voi vang thi Joe xéng 10i baydi, nay thiding nhr t6i doan, nheng rt buon la i phi
hanhdoan 3 ngoi da “n6” theo tnrc thang!

Con email tit hai thi LN2 néi ¢ huy chrong ting cho ton “rescued LT Joe”, trodd
c6 1 Bronze Star. i sao thi 8ng camon quy M, nheng khi xéng vao oh chét dé tim ar
sbng cho Lt Joe Bargerstok td cing nhr nhiém vu Traubién aru déng doi ma khéng
bao giy ngh dén viéc & mét gi (mang), € duoc gi (huy chrong, thing cip). Va lai Trau
bién ma LN2 gn Bronze Star |én ng thi trong tén ké tlep anhda hy sinhdaduoc
“hom gd cai hoa”, Qéc Ky pha quan taido niém vinh dr téi cao d@ia mHt quan nhan
VNCH no6i chung, TQLC va TraBién ndi riéng, vi n dé té nhi ddi véi giadinh ngroi
da tir tran, t6i khong th dua im hinhdd vao bai vt nayduoc.

4. Major Ward, Ngwai Hung...

Theo tin LN2 cung ép thi CV xwng thay cho Trung Uy Joe Bargerstock la&Tia
H.T.Ward, CV @¢ia Chién boan. Major Wardia cung toi tii qua nmdt dém vé cung bi
hop.

Vi phong khong ga VC kha nanh, nén chaén chéu ti canh A @a Traubién Trong
D6 Son van khong xm)ng duoc nénbd Son cho Bnh téi vabai Gy Thuong pti hop
phong thi dém &i chd conbd Son, Ban 3 LaAnmDdng va Chén boan Tuong Sai Gon thi
bay C&C sibt démdé theo ddidich di chugn va y¥ém trg tinh thin cho chiing toi.

Dya vaodia the mot mit 1 riing tre gai &m rap, mit kia 1a béidap tire thing (LZ) trong
trai, ching toi bét dich, réu tin congdém thi ching dhco tre tin ¢ém ir phia LZ, nén
Page 15 of 21



t6i ¢8 ban ¥i CV Ward thét [ap sin ké hoach hva luc, nhit 1a hva luc aia tnee thing vo
trang cobras.

Gan Vé sangdung nhr du doan, VC fin cdng manh &t tir huéng LZ, chingia vao sét
tuyén phong ti caa chidng t6i, mén dung bén ngroi, nhung day 1a ltc CV Ward ra tay.
Theo nhr ké hoach da tinh tuée, cac tee thing cobras theodd$ng din cia CV ar phdng
hoa tién va kin dai lién sat tugn phong th caa chidng téi, béc dich tan tac va rat lui.

Chung t6i khéngti vao chi tét dién tién tran tin congdém aia VC, nhrng qua that 12
gay dn va i hop, néu khdng cé Major Warddi tai diéu khién cobras thi Zai doi 1&3
Traubién da ki bién ngroi cua 3 téu doan Trungboan 33 tran nip, d nhién yu td con
ngudi, tinh thin chién diu aia cac Trabién moi [a yéu t6 quyét dinh thing thua.

Ngay 17/9, tbi vira sdng, canh Ail@ D6 Son da xubng ma con thy VC chay tan lan tir
LZ trén vao img. Nhrng rt tiéc 2 Traubién ki bi hy sinh vao gi thx 25, Ha s 1 Tha,
nguoi mang may cho tdi, vaiag la ngroi da phat giac raivri CV Joe nup, Tha ﬁly cay
B40 rim cach tugn ching 20m, anh & bo may, chy ra lrom B40, niung mt tiéng o
kinh hon, tén VCAa tr sat ing cHit nd gaiday nguoi khién né va Tha 8n mit trong
dam cay 6 sinh hy, con H s Thadi véi Dai Doi Pho LAm Tai Thnh ding ki tir thuong
khi di thu lwom chién loi pham.

Mot didu kha lt ngd véi toi 1a vi Tu Lénh cH huy chén dich lung va dit dich nay 1a
Tuéng Nhay DU Du Qubc Bdng ding xudng ngay v tri phong thi caa 1Dai Doi Trau
Pién khi khoi sting clra tan, 6ng hai longad két qua ma ching téi hoan thanh g wy.
Theo tai ltu mat cia My viradwoc giai ma thi Kt qua trong tén Cau Khai va Boi Loi
nhu sau:

Trong cwc Hanh Quéan & Khoi ngay 14/9/68 cé Bt CV chét |a Charles James Moore
va 1ldai ay CV My bi thwong. Traudién 3 tr tran, 10 b thuong.

Hanh quan Bi Loi ngay 16/9/68 c6 3 ngyi My thuoc phi hanhioan ctét va 2 CV b
thuong. Traubién 6 h thuong va 2 & thuong (@6 la HS1 Tha va HS Tha)

Vi khi caa VC thu dworc:

1 SC 61ly, 11 AK, Dai lién, 1 B40, 2 sing tidng SKS, 3 VC bbit va 53 xac VC #m
trudc truyen phong th caa Traubién.

Cuwc hanh quéan lung didich Ciu Khoi Boi Loi cia Traubién ket thic Bing mbt man
cuol ra nudéc mat, chet toi noi cling aroi.
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Khi viradéng quaniém xong thidnh throng dip kit TrAubién phii di chuyén dip di
noi khacdé B52 tri tham ving nay, nting khon khd thay khi ra kidi tuyén chrng 500m
la dung ning, tén khéngduoc madang yén thi B52tén! Pay 1a licbd Son va LN2 plii
lam viéc véi thuong dip vé cuing &p bach va tnhién i bao mang ngroi, thuong dip
budc phai chip thuan 1oi yéu éiu caabd Son va LN2 madiéu B52di chd khac.

5. C6 Van Bi Mt Canh Tay, nay Ra Sao?

Sau tan Cau Khoi va Boi Loi thi Traubiéndi U Minh, ngay 6 thang 1/696 Son va
LN2 cung b thuong vi B40 thi Thiu t& Nguyn Xuan Phic & 1am Traubién Trong.
Ngay 16/9/69, trong @c hanh quanat kinh Can Gaoihh Chrong Thin, anh Phuc giao
cho t6i ch huy canh B va c6 CXli theo. Khi tr ruong nrdc tién vao bia lang thi canh B
bi dung ning, t6i [ gdy chan tay, “trao maudmg”, CV bi bay ndt canh tay, &n vé cia
tdi tir tran, cac hdu thinh vién bthuong. G5 van duoc tai thuong di dau, tinh tang thé
nao thi chatén nay t6i éing khdng bit, d6 1a ndt trong nhiing ly do tdi vét bai naydé

hy vong bit dugc tin 6ng ta @n binh an mnh khve, du la mt thuong pte binh.

Con téidugc dua benh vien Phan Thanh Gn Can Tho cap oru rdi chuyén tiép vé bénh
vién Lé Hru Sanh ThNghe-Sai Gon. Khiibh diy thi toi thay “Ba Me¢ Qué” aia toidang
ldy tay ay nhing Vet mAu va buria kho trén it toi, neéc mit me gia chiy xubéng mit
con lam tdi nd mat ra, tHy con inh ki, me giadua tay q@t nugc mat, run run noi:

-"Con hi thé nay nhing con éng la me mirng 1.

L-R: Cép bi thwong, Hop, Dzoan K19, Tén K20
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Ba ne Viét Nam ding nhr tit ca ba ne cac dandc khéc, throng con v cling, rit 1a cac
con vi nhém wu ma lao vaottadan.

Quy doc gia da coi cén phim “We Are The Soldiersda nhin tiy canh cac ba m
ngudi vo lo Au & sét khi thiy ngudi buu tin viéndi vao ar xa, hy 8 th phao Bu ngroi
mailmandi qua, nlrng ho s8 hét haang, nga xdng i ngat di khi ngudi mailman drng
truéc ara. Me toi da xiu, da chét gidc nhr thé khi xe jeep aa hau ar TD2/TQLC dén nha
dua thr bao tin toi bh... throng. Déi véi giadinh cac 6 van My ciing thé, khi cac CVdi
véi t6i rdi bi thuong, tr thuong thi ne, vo con ky ciing $ chét gidc nhr me t6i, néu cac
ba nhin duoc the bao tin dr cia con, @a chong tr chién truong Viét Nam.

Pa gin nra thé ky qua, nay, 2014, toi énco dp 6n ki nhiig ky niem xua, da qua
muon, nhrng mwn con fon khdng, man van phai néi lo6i camon den Cac Y ¢ van, dén
cac ba m, cac ngoi vo cia cac quan nhan #hai chung, va caciovan My néi riéngda
bi thwong va hy sinh trén cém traong Viét Nam.

Néu téi ch néi [6i caAmon “sudng” thi clradu, ma con phi khuyén khich cac con chau
phuc vu nuéc My, qué lwong thr hai dia ching téi. Coni@ cac TQLC/VN nixr Luong
Xuanbuong, Poan Tong Gio, aia Gin Tho, Ha Nbi, v.v. da 1a dp ch huy, 1a USMC
va cac quan binh éng khéc ira trong quamoi Hoa Ky. Trudc kia ching ta l@dng
minh, nay chdng ta 1&téng bao”.

Traubién va @ Van My da sat canh cuing nhau trongclchién, Iadong minh, Iadong
doi, chung toi cung gilip nhau sao chogmivu dugc hoan thanhit dep, ding nhr C6
Van Thomas Campbefld viét trong tradé cudn sach:

“I thought that | would make them better Marinest im the final analysis they made me
a better Marine.”

6. Trau Pién Va C6 Van My Héi Ngd... 46 Nim Sau (1968-2015)

Ngay 18/1/2015,wu Pai Gy ¢d vin Traubién labai tuéng John Sheehanirgemail bao
cho Traubién Tnréng (P Son) rang dng ta (John Sheeham@C < d¢én San Diego CA
dé hop véi Navy Vé viéc ha thiy chiéc taudd bo méi caa Hii Quan, nhan b nay 6ng
John mén gip B Son. Tuy nhién &éng John Sheehaw gudng xa (San Jose — San
Diego) réu co t& naai gi thiDd Son bao cho dng ta &idé 6ng ta & tinh cach khac cho
thuan tién ddi véi D6 Son hon. Traubién Trrong tra o1 cho aru 6 van nhr sau:

~"Nam nay téi 80 tai nhung co dp gap 9o nhu vay thi rat quy va toi 8§ di San Diego @p
ong. Ngoai tinh ing hitu, tinhddng doi, 6ng con la &n nhana téi,da aru mang $ng
cho tdi khi tdi b thwong ning & U Minh ngay 6/1/69. Xin 6ng chodiingay gb nao
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thuan tién cho 6ng. Té@é nghi thay vidén Hotel rvi 6ng ar ngu thi ching ta&gap nhau
tai nha con gai tbi, chau ltbng Mai, ding ¢ gan khu 6ng a ngu khoang 15 phut lai xe”.

Ca Do Son vabai tuong John Sheehaidng ¥ thim nhau vao Tin Bay ngay 7/2/2015
nha con gaitabo Son thay vi Ong Ba John Sheehaaim®6 Son di an nha hang \4t
Nam.

Trugc khidi San Diego, Tradién Trrong Do Son ngd ¥ mudn ngrdi viét, 1a dai doi
truong, cungdi v6i 6ng cho vuiday la dp hiém hoi sau 46 #m dé cung i ngd, 6n
chuyén Hng ctét cli glua G5 Van Trueong, Tiéu Doan Tong vabai Boi Truong Trau
bién, nhrng rt tiéc vi ly do riéng nén taia 15 mat mot dip khong c64n thi hai.

Cuu 6 van John Sheehatén thaim Traubién Trrong trong quan pkc TQLC My, con
Traubién Trnrong dén @ van John Sheehan trong quarupQLC/VN. Bng doi, dong
minh $ng ctét bén nhau, nayap lai sau 46 &m thi n6i sao choét nhitng chuyn bubn
vui. Trude khi chup hinhdé 1am ky niém, Bai Gy cyu C6 Van John Sheehat# 1am not
ctr chi khién Traubién Trréong vo cling ngc nhién va ém dong. Do Son ké:

~“Trudc khi ding em chiéu, tdi myi dng ba Sheehan gh véi téi va cac chau vaim
hinh ky niem, Ong John Sheehadylra not n6n Beret Xanh TQLC/VNithéi con 1a &
van Traubién (1968-69)16i I&n dé chup hinh thay cho mCap TQLC MY 4 sao. Tinh
ban hiru, tinhddng ddi véi nét vui mrng hién rd 18n dc dién oia vi tuéng TQLC My

Thoi gianda quadi gan nira the ky, hoan énh “dong doi” x uada thaydoi theo hai chiu
Ién xuﬁng Viy ma ndt vi tedng cao @p aia quandsi HK da lamdiéu it ai lamdugc, 6ng
d& lay mii xanh TQLC/VNdoi Ién dé chup hinh thay vi i Cap TQLC M. Pay tht 1a
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mét cir chi dep, than tinh va kinh éng ddi véi Traubién, réu khdng mién noéi ladep
chung cho Binh Cimg Mii Xanh.

Tuy nhién con it cir chi khac rira dingdang chu y, 6ng John Sheehan rutir&réng
bao thy 2 tim ban d6, mot tim ban d¢6 hanh quaniea Traubién trong ving @u Khai,
Boi Loi, Tay Ninh, mi mabb1/Tb2 aiabai Gy Té Van Cap da aru dugc Trung ty @
Van My Joe Bagerstock khi Trung Uy Joettc thang th lam vao tugn VC. Gru Trau
bién Tnréng clng gu 6 van chi vao ting tpado nhe hai dngdang thio luan, ch huy
cusc hanh quan ngayee, thang 9/1968.4Mm ban do chi 1a mdt to gidy cii cAch nay én
nira thé ky, ‘nhung a hal ong cung tran quy, vi tré@d ghi ching tich,dia danh ma Trau
bién lan C5 Van My cuingdd mau va hy sinh. Ngoai ra, 6ng Sheehandiémra not ban
dd nita 14 viing Sai Gon, Giainh, Thi Buc trong tin Mau Than, (tréni6 VC \é ra
nhitng muc tiéu tin céng) ma P2 thuduoc, nay 6ng John Sheehding li choDd Son.
ca hai bin b nay 1a niing ky vat vo gia. Mot cudc hoi ngd rat vui, bd qua clic s khéng
con dp nao vi téi tac va ndi nguodi mot noi cach xa nhau DC - San Jose.

Budi gap ¢ ngay 7/2/2015 gia Traubién Trrong vabai tudng Sheehan, &Van Trau
bién nim 1968-69, 1a & niém c6 nhéu y ngha gita nhirng chén hiru, ngroi ban dong
minh. Ong John Sheehan khéng qdén vi cii va ngroi ban giada clng chung vai sat
canh trong nting giaidoan chién tranh kiéc liét nhat. Mot ky niém dep, du m@én van
phai néi./.

Trau Dién Trwéng va Cb Van dang xem hi hai tAm béin dé
Cau khai Boi L o1 va ban do Sai Gon Chy Lon
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MX Té Van Cdp

Ngwn: Internet eMail by ¥ Vian Chrong chuyn

Dang ngay Tk Hai, April 2, 2018
Ban Ky Thuit Khoa 10A-72/SQTBIP, DD11/TDIND, QLVNCH
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