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NGANH KHU TRUC TRONG KLVNCH

" Phi Doan 514 “Phugng Hoang”

Loi noi dau:

Nganh khu truc dwoc xem la héa liec chinh yéu ciia Khong Liee Viét Nam Cong Hoa vi chiing ta khong
c6 cdc don vi oanh tac chuyén biét. Khéi dau véi Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc & Trinh Sat (tién than cia Phi
Doan 514 “Phuong Hoang”) dwoc chinh thirc thanh ldp ngay 1 thang 6 nam 1956, tinh t6i thang 7 nam
1974 — giai doan chdt cua thoi ky banh truéng — nganh khu truc cua KLVNCH da phat trién tGi mirc 10i
da voi 19 Phi Doan, gom 3 Phi Poan khu truc canh quat A—1, 6 Phi Poan phan lyc siéu thanh F-5, va
10 Phi Doan phan lyc A-37.

Chinh vi tam quan trong ciia nganh khu truc, trudc ddy da co nhiéu bai viét rat cong phu, chi tiét vé
nganh ndy cua cdc vi nién truong, cdc cdp chi huy cil, trong d6 dang ké nhdt la cac bai Phi Poan 1 Khu
Truc ciia c6 NT Nguyén Quang Tri, hai bai Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc va Phi Poan 518 Phi Long ciia NT
Phwong Hoang Kim Cuwong, bai Phi Podn 2 Khu Truc cia NT Tran Bd Hoi; trong sé nay chi riéng bai
Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc cua NT Phuong Hoang Kim Cwong + hinh anh da trai dai 103 trang trén
Internet.

Cong viéc cua chung toi chi la dya vdo cdc bai Viét noi trén, phoz hop voi nhitng nguon tai liéu tham
khao, duc két thanh mét bai twong doi ngan gon, nhung c6 nhdc téi tat ca 19 Phi Podn trong nganh khu
truc — gom cd cdnh quat lan phan hec — dé vinh danh mét tdp thé phi hanh trong KLVNCH da gop phan
cong lao I6n nhdt, hy sinh xwong mdu nhiéu nhdt trong cudc chién bao vé Iy twong T Do tai mién nam
Viet Nam.

Vi thé, bai viét ciia chiing téi, hinh thirc ciing nhuw ngi dung, chi mang tinh cdch tong quat, so leoc, nhdt
la phan viét vé nhdn su va hoat dong cia cac Phi Poan phan luc. Udc mong sé duoc cdc vi nién trudng,
cdc chién hiru trong nganh gop phan bo khuyet.

Sau cung, chung toi chac chan khong tranh khoi nhitng sai sot, xin dwoc cao 16i trudc va mong sé duoc
quy nién truong, quy chien hitu, va cdc nha swu tam gop phan diéu chinh.
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[Phién ban thir nhdt ciia bai viét nay da dwge phé bién trén Péc san Ly T uong — Uc Chdu, sé Xudn
Pinh Ddu 2017 vao dau thang 1/2017. Pdy la phién ban thir hai véi mét sé sira doi, bo khuyet sau khi
chung t6i lién lac va sy giup do' quy bau cua cdc vi nién truong trong qudn chung, cdc cap chi huy trong
nganh khu truc, va Khoi Bac Trach Khu Truc BTL/KQ, nhir Tran Ba Hoi, Dan Hodi Biru, Nguyén Qui
Chdn, Lé Nhw Hodn, Nguyén Thién An, Hoang Vin Himng...].

Nguyén Hitu Thi¢n
000

PHAN I - NGANH KHU TRUC CANH QUAT
1. BOI CANH CHINH TRI & THOI CUQC:

Trong D& Nhi Thé Chién, tai Au chau, sau khi Phép bi Duc Quéc Xa danh bai, Théng
ché Pétain dung ra thanh lap chinh phu than phe Truc (Axis: gém Dtrc, Y, Nhat Ban). Tai
bong Duong, vién Toan quyen Phép 1a Decoux bat budc phai 16 thu¢c vao Chinh phu
Pétain & mau qudc, vi the vao thang 9 nam 1940, khi Nhat Ban tién chiém ving Pong
Nam A, Decoux di mién cudng dé Quéan Poi Thién Hoang tu do d6 quan vao Viét Nam.
ROi v6i nhiéu bat déng vé chinh tri va quan su, vao ngay 9 thang 3 nam 1945, quan Nhat
da lam mét cugc dao chinh chép nhoang lat d6 chinh quyén Phap tai Péng Duong. Sau
do, Nhat Ban tuyén bb Viét Nam 13 mot qudc gia doc 1ap trong Khdi Thinh Vuong
Chung Pai DBong A do ho 1anh dao.

Nhung t6i ngay 15 thang 8 nam 1945, sau khi Hoa Ky tha trai bom nguyén tur thir hai
xuong Nagasaki (Truong Ky), Nhat Hoang phai 1én dai phat thanh tuyén bd dau hang vo
diéu kién. Su that tran ctia Nhat Ban da tao ra mot cudc khing hoang chinh tri tai Viét
Nam. H6 Chi Minh cuing Mit Tran Viét Minh loi dung co hoi nay dé cudp chinh quyén
tir tay nguoi Nhét vao ngdy 19 thang 8 ndm 1945 — thue chit 1a cudc “Tong Khoi Nghia”
ctia nhiéu thanh phan, lyc lugng yéu nudc ma vé sau cong san nhan 1 cudc “Cach Mang
Thang Tam” cua riéng ho.

Ngay 2 thang 9 nim 1945 tai Ha Noi, Ho Chi Minh tuyén bd thanh 13p nudc Viét Nam
Dén Chu Cong Hoa, ty phong lam “Chu tich”. May thang sau, vao ngay 6 thang 3 nam
1946, ho HO ky Hi¢p dinh So bo véi Phap dé Phap dugc do quan trd lai Viét Nam.

Muc dich ciia H6 Chi Minh trong viéc ky Hiép dinh So b6 6 thang 3 chi la tam thoi hoa
ho@n v6i Phap dé ranh tay tiéu diét cac dang phai, cac thanh phan yéu nude chan chinh

trong Mat Tran Viét Minh; dé roi sau d6 quay sang chdng Phap, kéu goi “toan dan khang
chién” vao thang 12/1946.

Sau khi Viét Minh dé 16 bo mat that cong san, cudc tranh chap gitra hai phe qudc — cong
bt dau. Pai da sd nguoi Viét quoc gia yéu nudc nhan dinh khong con con duong nao
khac hon 1a dya vao ngudi Phap dé chdng lai cong san.
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Thging 9/1947, mdt phai doan nguoi Viét quéc gia gém 24 dai dién cua du moi thanh
phén dé bay sang Huong Cang, trinh thinh nguyén thu 1€n cyu hoang Bao Dai xin 6ng tro
vé diéu dinh v&i nguoi Phap dé ctru nudc.

Ngay 5/6/1948, trén soai ham Duguay Trouin dau ngoai khoi Bic Viét, Cao ty Phap tai
bong Duong Bollaert va cyu hoang Bao Dai dé ky két Hiép dinh Ha Long, theo d6 Phap
cong nhan Viét Nam l1a mot quoc gia doc 1ap, nam trong Lién Hi¢p Phap.

Ngay 28/4/1949, cuu hoang Bao Dai vé nudc. Ngay 20/7, tuyén b thanh 1ap “Viét Nam
Qudc Gia” do cyu hoang Iam Qudc trudng, lay Sai Gon lam thu do.

Ngay 11/5/1950, Tha tuéng Tran Van Hiru chinh thirc tuyén b thanh 1ap Quan Poi Qudc
Gia Viét Nam.

Ngay 25/6/1951, Quéc truong Bao Pai ky Du s6 9 thanh 1ap nganh Khéng Quan.

Theo sir gia Pham Vian Son, tac gia cuén “QLVNCH trong giai doan hinh thanh” do
Phong 5 B6 Téng Tham Muu xudt ban, khi tré lai Dong Duong, ngudi Phap khong hé c6
y dinh thanh 1ap mot quan doi riéng cho Viét Nam, ma chi thanh 1ap nhitng don vi ban xt
do si quan Phap chi huy, ciing chang khac nao “linh khé xanh” thoi trude.

Chi t6i sau khi quan coéng san Trung Hoa danh bai quan Trung Hoa Dan Qudc vao cudi
nam 1949, r6i t6i ddu nam 1950 chinh thirc cong nhan chinh phii Viét Minh do H6 Chi
Minh Ianh dao, ngudi Phap maoi chép nhan viéc thanh 1ap Quan Doi Qubc Gia Viét Nam,
voi1 hai myc dich chinh sau day:

(1) Nhan vién trg quan sy cua Hoa Ky, luc d6 da nhén ra hiém hoa cOng san tai vung
Dong Nam A.

(2) Thu hut cac t6n gido, dang phai, cac phan tir yéu nude chan chinh trude kia cha
truong khong hop tac véi thuc dan Phéap.

Viéc thanh 1ap Quéan Poi Qubc Gia Viét Nam dugc tién hanh manh me tur cudi nam 1950,
sau khi Dai tuong De Lattre de Tassigny, mot nguoi chéng cong quyet li¢t, dugc cir sang
lam Cao ty Pong Duong kiém Téng tu 1énh Quan doi Phap tai Vién Pong. Ong thuong
t6i cac trudng trung hoc Viét Nam dién thuyét dé khoi dong long yéu nudc ciia thanh
nién ban xu.

[Jean de Lattre de Tassigny, sinh nam 1889, la mét danh neéng cia Phap thoi Dé Nhi Thé Chién. Sau
khi t6i Péng Dwong, vao thang 1/1951, 6ng da dép tan cudc tan cong bién nguoi dau tién cua Vo
Nguyén Gidp tai Vinh Yén véi trén 10,000 bé déi bi thiong vong. Vi thé, nhiéu nguwdi tin rang néu vao

Page 3 of 95



nam 1954, De Lattre de Tassigny con & Péng Dwong, di khong c6 cdi goi la “chién thang Dién Bién
Phu” cua Viét Minh]

Riéng viéc thanh 14p nganh Khong Quan trong Quan Po6i Qudc Gia VN con dugc nhiéu
uu tién nho sy quan tdm, van dong cua Thiéu tudng Nguyén Van Hinh, Tong tham muu
truong Quan Boi Quoc Gia Viét Nam, von 1a mot nguoi xuat than tir Khong Quan Phap.
(Chi thich 1)

Tuy nhién, nhitng “wu tién” Ay ciing chi 14 viéc cap toc xay du’ng mdt trung tAm huin
luyén tai Nha Trang dé dao tao cac hoa tiéu quan sat, quan sat vién, chuyén vién k¥ thuat,
va tuyen mo khod sinh gtri di thu hudn tai cac truong Khong Quéan Phap ¢ Béc Phi, hodc
ndi dia Phap, dac bi¢t 1a Truong Vo6 Bi Khong Quan (Salon—de—Provence), noi xuét than
ctia 6ng Nguyén Vin Hinh, con trude mét chua c6 mét du kién nao vé mot “khong luc”
ctia Quan Doi Qudc Gia VN,

M3i t6i nam 1953, nguodi Phap méi chuyén giao hai Phi Poan quan sat ciia Khong Quan
Phép tai Vién Dong dé thanh l4p hai don vi phi hanh dau tién cho Khong Quan Viét Nam,
12 Phi Poan 1 Quan Sat (Chi huy truéng: Trung Gty Nguyén Ngoc O4nh) va Phi Poan 2
Quan Sat (Chi huy truéng: Trung 0ty VO Dinh).

Vé phﬁn Phi DPoan 312 Dac Nhiém, c6 nhiém vy chuyén chd cac yéu nhan, duoc thanh
1ap ngay 1/8/1951 (t61 nam 1954 tr¢ thanh Phi D61 Lién Lac — ELAVN), thi do sT quan
Phap chi huy, mai t&1 thang 6/1955 mé1 duge ban giao cho Pai ty Huynh Hiru Hién.

Tinh t6i ngay 1/7/1955, ngay nguoi Phap chinh thirc ban giao quyén chi huy nganh
Khéng Quan cho phia Viét Nam (ngdy nay vé sau dugc goi 1 “Ngay Khong Luc 1 thang
77), da c6 thém hai don vi phi hanh khac dugc thanh 1ap cho KQVN 14 Phi Poan Téc
Chién & Lién Lac vao thang 1/1954, va Phi Poan 1 Van Tai vao ngay 1/6/1955.

Trong s6 cac don vi phi hanh ké trén, Phi Poan T4c Chién & Lién Lac — go1 mot cach
day du 1a “Dé Nhét Phi Poan Tac Chién & Lién Lac” (do danh xung tiéng Phap “ler
Groupe de Combat et de Liaison”, viét tit 1a ler GC&L) — 1a don vi dau tién va duy nht
c6 kha nang “tac chién”, du rat giéi han.
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MD-315 Flamant

Luc luong ctia Phi Poan Tac Chién & Lién Lac gdm 16 phi co hai dong co MD-315
Flamant do hang Phap Marcel Dassault ché tao sau Pé Nhi Thé Chién, c6 2 rack bom
dué6i canh, mdi bén mang duoc 4 trai bom miéng loai 250 can Anh, va 2 dai lién 50
(12.71y) 6 hai bén mii phi co. Trong nhiém vu lién lac, MD-315 co thé dap xudng phi
truong loai C (1000m) & cac tinh nho de chuyén cho cac yeu nhan; ngoai ra, MD-315
con duoc str dung trong viée tha du tiép té cho cac tién don.

Gitra nam 1956, Phi Poan Tac Chién & Lién Lac b1 giai thé vi theo cac diéu khoan cua
Hiép Pinh Geneéve 1954, moi chién cu do ngudi Phap quan tri, trong dé ¢o6 phi co, phai
dem ra khoi Viét Nam trudc ngay 30/6/1956.

Vi thé, 16 chiéc MD-315 da dugc nguoi Phap lay lai, 10 chiéc giao cho Khong Quan
Hoang Gia Cam-bot, 6 chiéc bay vé Phap.

Nhung cho dit Phi Poan Tac Chién & Lién Lac khong bi giai thé, nhiing chiéc MD-315
ay, voi hoa luc rat han ché va kha ning thao tac ciia mot “van tai co hang nhe”, ciing
khong thé goi 1a phi co tac chién ding nghia. Cho nén sau khi Hoa Ky nhap cudc, mot
trong nhitng doi hoi vu tién hang dau cta Téng thdng Ngd Pinh Diém sau khi 1én nim
chinh quyén 1a thanh 1ap cac Phi Poan khu truc.

C6 thé viét, su phat trién ciia Khong Luc VNCH néi chung, nganh khu truc néi riéng, gin
lién va tién hanh song song vdi su tham du cua Hoa Ky vao tinh hinh Bong Duong trudce
nguy co banh truéng cua chu nghia cong san tai ving Pong Nam A.

Sau khi chinh thirc cong nhan ba qubc gia Pong Duong — Vuong qudc Lao, Vuong qudc
Cam-bbt, va Viét Nam Qudc Gia — vao ngay 3 thang 2 ndm 1950, chinh phu Hoa Ky
(thoi Tong théng Truman) dd quyét dinh vién trg quan sy cho luc luong Phap tai Pong
Duong théng qua Chuong trinh Vién trg Phong thu H twong (MDAP: Mutual Defense
Assistance Program), bat dau vao ngay 8/5/1950.
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T6i thang 8/1950, Phai B6 C6 Van Quan Sy My (MAAG: Militarty Assistance Advisory
Group) dugc thanh 1ap, dat tru s¢ tai Sai Gon, v6i myc dich gitp d& Viét Nam, Cam-—bot,
va Lao chong lai cong san. Day la nhimg nhan vién quéan sy dau tién cia Hoa Ky téi1 Viét
Nam, gém cic ¢6 van vé to chitc quan ddi, tac chién, bao tri, tiép liéu, v.v.

Riéng Khong Quan Hoa Ky, song song voi viéc tham gia Phai Bo C6 Van Quan Sy, con
c6 mot s6 quan nhan dugce luan phién gui to1 Déng Duong dé thi hanh nhimng cong tac
dic biét (dugc goi tit 1a cac toan TDY: temporary duty); chiang han cc toan k¥ thuat tir
Phi-ludt—tan t&i Nha Trang dé gitp Phap bao tri cac van tai co C—47 “muon” ciua Hoa
Ky. Viéc gui cac toan TDY dién ra tir dau thap nién 1950 cho téi khi tran Di¢n Bién Phu
két thuc (1954).

Ngay 23/12/1950, Hoa Ky ky hi€p uwdc “ngit phuong” véi Phap, Viét Nam, Cam-bét, va
Lao, theo d6 Hoa Ky s& vién tr¢ quan sy gian ti€p cho ba qudc gia Pong Duong thong
qua Phap.

Toi nam 1954, voi vién trg quéan sy cua Hoa Ky, Phap dé dat dugc nhimg budce tién dang
ké trong viéc xay dung va phat trién Quan Doi Qudc Gia Viét Nam. Nhung riéng nganh
Khéng Quan thi hau nhu chua c6 gi.

Sau khi thit tran tai Dién Bién Phu va phai ky két Hiép Dinh Genéve 1954, Phap d3 bi
mat hoan toan anh huéng & Dong Duong. Theo thoa thuin ky két vao cubi thang 9/1954
giita Ngoai truong Hoa Ky va Bo truong Phap qudc Hai ngoai, ké tir ngdy 1/1/1955, vién
tro cua Hoa Ky trong chu:orng trinh Vién tro Phong thu Ho trong (MDAP) s€ dugc trao
truc tiép cho cac qudc gia Pong Duong, va trach nhiém huan luyén quan doi Viét Nam sé&
dugc Phap trao lai cho Hoa Ky.

Thang 1/1955, ngudi My chinh thirc nhan lanh trach nhi€ém huén luyén cho toan quan doéi
VN, tuy nhién bén canh sy hién dién ctia nguoi My, nguoi Phap van tiép tuc cong viée
huan luyén va ¢d van tai cac don vi Quan bo1 Qué)c Gia Viét Nam cho téi khi man hop
ddng. Vi thé vao ngay 20/1/1955, dé tranh tinh trang gidm chan nhau, nguoi My da tam
thoi ngung cac hoat dong cua Phai Bo Cb Van Quan Sy (MAAG) dé cung véi Phap thanh
lap Phai Bo Lién Lac Huén Luyén My—Phap (Training Relations Instruction Mission, viét
tat 1a TRIM), v6i nhiém vu phdi hop trong viéc ¢o van, huén luyén, va ban giao quyén
chi huy cac don vi cho Quan Ddi Quéc Gia Viét Nam.

Phéi b nay gém 200 si quan Phap va 217 si quan My, do Paul Ely, Cao tty Pong Duong
kiém Tu 1énh Quan Doi Phép tai Vién Pong va Tudng John O’Daniel, Truéng phai bo
MAAG cua My cam dau. Tuy nhién trén thyc té, tat ca moi chuong trinh déu thuc hién
theo quan diém cua Hoa Ky (sau khi quan Phép rat hét khoi Viét Nam, phai bo TRIM lai
d6i thanh phai bd6 MAAG nhu cii).
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Vao khoang thoi gian ndy (d¢au ndm 1955), vi khong mubn mang tiéng vi pham cac diéu
khoan cua Hiép Dinh Geneve 1954 du khong dat but ky, Hoa Ky chi c6 y dinh giup mlen
Nam thanh 14p mot khong luc véi kha ning gi6i han, kha di du dé dap tmg cac nhu cau
quan sat, lién lac, va van chuyén ciia Quan Doi Qudc Gia Viét Nam (sau ngay
26/10/1955, d6i danh xung thanh Quan Lyc Viét Nam Cong Hoa).

Viéc huan luyén va vién trg truc tiép d4u tién cua Hoa Ky cho Khong Quan Viét Nam bat
dau vao thang 8/1955 véi viéc thay thé cac phi co MS—500 Criquet cua hai Phi Poan
quan sat bang phi co Cessna L-19 Bird Dog (L—19 sau nay cai danh thanh O—1). Téng
cong 60 phi co L-19 d3 duoc 1an luot giao cho KQVN.

Cung khoang thoi gian noi trén, khoang 20 phi co huan luyén North American T-6G
Texan dd dugc dua t6i TTHLKQ Nha Trang dé sir dung trong viéc huan luyén nang cip
(advanced training) cho cac phi cong Viét Nam. Va t61 nam 1957 thi cdc may bay “ba
gia” (MS—500) quen thudc da hoan toan ving bong trén bau troi Viét Nam sau hon 10
nam hién dién.
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Sau khi mién Nam tuyén b6 thanh 1ap chinh thé cong hoa va Thu tudng Ng6 binh Diém
tré thanh vi Tong thong tién khoi vao ngay 26/10/1955, da co nhiing cudce tlep xuc gitra
cac dai dién hai mién Nam Béc vé viéc to chire tong tuyén ctr théng nhat dt nude vao
thang 7/1956 theo diéu khoan cua Hiép dinh Genéve 1954. Tuy nhién, budc sang dau
nam 1956, dé xay ra hang loat vu khing bd, am sat, bat coc tai mién Nam ma thi pham,
theo 101 t6 céo cua chinh phi Viét Nam Cong Hoa, chinh la cac can bg cong san nam
ving do Viét Minh gai lai. Cac cudc tiép xtic cham dut, Tong thong Ngé Pinh Diém don
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phuong bac bo giai phap téng tuyén ctr, vién 1y do nhan dan mién Béc séng dudi ché do
cong san doc tai dang tri s€ khong duoc tu do st dung 14 phiéu ctia minh.

Khi quyet dinh nhu thé, Tong thong Ng6 Dinh Diém da tién li¢u viéc cong san Bac Vigt,
vOi sy yém tro cua cong san quoc te som mudn ciling s& tién hanh xam lugc mién Nam,
nén ong da yéu cau Hoa Ky khan cip ting cudng vién trg quan su cho QLVNCH néi
chung, KQVN noi riéng.

Mic du yéu cau néi trén di khong duoc Hoa Ky dap tmg mot cach tich cuc, it nhit
KQVN cling ¢6 thém duogc hai Phi Poan.

Ngay 1/6/1956, Phi Boan 2 Van Tai dugc thanh 1ap tai Tan Son Nhét, st dung phi co
Douglas C—47 Dakota. Phi Poan nay hgp cung Phi Poan 1 Vén Tai thanh Lién Phi Doan
1 Van Tai.

Cung ngay, Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc & Trinh Sat — don vi khu tryc dau tién cia KQVN —
lam 1€ xuat quéan tai can ct khong quan Bién Hoa, noi sau nay dugc ménh danh 1a “cai
noi ciia nganh khu truc”.

2. THANH LAP CAC Phi Poan
— Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc & Trinh Sat

Danh xung “Phi Poan 1 Khu Tryc & Trinh Sat” dugc dich tir danh xung tiéng Phap
“Pnemier Groupe de Chasse et de Reconnaissance”, viéet tat 1a “ler GCR”, con duoc
nhiéu nguoi goi miéng 1a “D¢ Nhat Phi Doan Khu Truc”.

S& di c6 chit “trinh sat” trong danh xung 1a vi mdt sé phi co F—8F (kiéu F-8F—1P) cua
Phi Doan dugc trang bi may chup hinh dudi bung dé chup khong anh.

V& sau, vao nam 1960 (cé tac gia ghi 1a ndm 1957) Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc & Trinh Sat d6i
danh xung thanh “Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc”. Sau cing, khi KQVN hé thdng hoa phién hiéu
cac don vi vao nam 1963, Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc tré thanh “Phi Poan 5147, danh hiéu
“Phuong Hoang”, va giit danh xung ndy cho t6i ngdy tan cudc chién.

Viéc ghénn 1ap Phi Doén 1 Kh}l Truc & Trinh Sat dﬁvdién ra 1 nam sém hO’Il du tru, do
yéu cau cap bach cua Tong thong Ngé Dinh Diém d€ bo sung vao cho trong sau khi Phi
Doan Tac Chién & Lién Lac bi gii thé vi phai hoan tra cac phi co MD-315 Flamant cho
Phap.

Luc ban dau, 6ng Diém yéu cau Hoa Ky cung cip ngay cac oanh tac co hang nhe B-26

Invgder, lac d6 dang dugc nguoi Phaip sur dung tai Bong Duong, nhung Phai bo L,ién }ac

Huéan luyén M§—Phap (TRIM) cho biét theo ké hoach ctia Hoa Ky, don vi tac chién dau
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tién cia KQVN s& dugc thanh l4p vao diu nim sau (1957), va chi dugc trang bi cac phi
co canh quat F—8F Bearcat ma thoi. Ong Diém khong con lya chon nao khac, tuy nhién
éng ciing yéu cau rat ngan thoi gian huan luyén cia cac phi cong dé thanh lap don vi nay
sém hon. Két qua, phai bd TRIM da chi thi cho hai Phi Poan khu truc cua Phap con don
tra & Viét Nam 1a GC 1/21 Artois va GC 1/22 Saintogne tién hanh ban giao cho KQVN
cang som cang tot. (GC 1a viét tit cua “Groupe de Chasse”)

Ngay 17/9/1955, 30 chuyén vién k¥ thuat, mot s da tot nghiép tir TTHLKQ Nha Trang,
mot s6 khac timg phuc vu trong cac don vi Khong Quan Phép tai Vién Pong, duoc
thuyén chuyén toi can cit khong quan Bién Hoa dé hoc bao tri phi co F-8F Bearcat tai
Phi Poan GC 1/21. Sau d6 ¢6 thém 100 chuyén vién bao tri khac méi t6t nghiép & Nha
Trang duoc dua to1.

B—26 Invader Farm Gate

Ngay 5/1/1956, 13 hoa tiéu khoa khu tryc dau tién cia KQVN toi Bién Hoa; nhiing nguoi
nay thudc “nhém Pham Phu Quoéc”, di Phap 50 nguoi chi co 13 tot nghiép.

Goi 14 “khod khu truc dau tién” boi vi 50 dan chinh nay dugc Khong Quan Phap tuyén
mo vao nam 1952 dé “di hoc bay khu truc”, khac voi nhiing nguoi trude day sau khi sang
Phéap thy huan méi lua chon, hodc duoc chi dinh nganh bay. Tir trudng bay cin ban Ecole
de Debut Aulnat to1 truong khu tryc tai Bordeaux, nhém 50 nguoi nay bi danh rot dan,
cudi cung chi con lai 13 nguoi t6t nghiép ha sT quan hoa tiéu khu truc, sau khi vé VN
duoc dic cach thang cip chuan uy, gdom:

1 — Pham Phu Quoc (Thu khoa)
2 — Nguyén Thé Long

3 —-V0o Van Si

4 — Nguyén Tan Si

5 — Mac Kinh Dung
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6 — Vii Khdc Hué

7 — Truong Dang Lugng
8 — L& Ngoc Du¢

9 — Nguyén Dinh Nam
10 — Nguyén Hiru Bach
11 — Thai Van Duong
12 — V0 Van Xuan

13 — Huynh Hiru Bac.

— F—8F Bearcat: “Quan Tai Bay”

Sau lan dau tién “tha bay” cac tan hoa tiéu (bay solo) trén F—8F Bearcat, mét loai phi co
cuc manh va ndi tiéng “ngua bat kham”, vao cudi thang 1/1956, nhan thay phi truong
Bién Hoa c¢6 qua nhiéu phi co cta cac don vi Phap dang cho giai thé nén viéc huan luyén
rat khé khan, don vi xuyén huan duoc doi ra Viing Tau (Cap St. Jacques) vao thang
2/1956.

Pon vi xuyén huin c6 tong cong 22 chiéc Bearcat, trong d6 7 chiéc F-8F—1D dugc lay tir
Cong Xuodng Bién Hoa 13 twong dbi con tt nhat. Ngay 23/2/1956, hai Phi Poan khu truc
1/21 Artois va 1/22 Saintogne cua Phap giai thé, cac phi co dugc chuyén giao cho
KQVN, gdm 25 chiéc F-8F va 6 chiéc L-19. So F-8F nay phan 16n di rét cii, duoc tau
ché sang Hongkong Engineering Company dé tong kiém.

% sk ok

F—8F Bearcat 1a kiéu chién ddu co do hing Grumman ctia My ché tao riéng cho cac don
vi phi hanh cia Hai Quén va Thiy Quan Luc Chién Hoa Ky vao cubi Bé Nhi Thé Chién.
Tuy khong kip tham chién, sau d6 cac F-S8F ciing tro thanh lyc lugng chién ddu co nong
cdt, trang bi cho 24 Phi Poan cua Hai Quan va mot s6 Phi Poan cua TQLC.
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Phi Doan Khu Truc F8F Bearcat "Phugng Hoang"

La chién d4u co sir dung dong co nd (piston—engined) cudi cung cta hing Grumman, F—
8F khong chi pha tit ca moi ky luc ciia cac chién dau co canh quat ma con dugc danh gia
c6 kha nang thao tdc hon han nhiéu chién dau co phan luc thudc thé hé tha nhat.

Véi kha nang thao tac dQ, F-8F Bearcat da duoc Phi Doi biéu dién Blues Angels cua Hai
Quan Hoa Ky str dung dé thay thé F6F Hellcat.

Tr& lai voi thoi gian dau thap nién 1950, sau khi quyét dinh tham du vao cong cudc
chéng lai sy banh truéng cta chu nghia cong san tai Dong Nam A, trong hai thang 2 va 3
nam 1951, dap lai 161 yéu cau cia Phap trong Chuong trinh Vién tro Phong thu Hb twong
(MDAP), Hoa Ky da thay thé toan bd chién du co cii — gdm hai loai P-63C Kingcobra
va F6F Hellcat — cia 7 Phi Poan khu truc cia Phép tai Dong Duong bang F-8F Bearcat.

Nhitng chiéc Bearcat ndy nguyén 1a cia Hai Quin Hoa Ky, dugc giao cho Thap Tam
Khoéng Luc (13th Air Force) dong tai Phi-luat—tan cai bién hé thdng nhiéu liéu cho phu
hop véi hoat dong trén dat lién trude khi chuyén giao cho nguoi Phap.

* %k ok

Tai Viing Tau, chuong trinh xuyén huan dugc xtic tién manh mé. Mot chiéc F-8F—1P co
kha nang chup khong anh ciing duoc trao cho don vi xuyén huin. Noi chung, cac huan
luyén vién Phap rat hai long trudc kha nang cta cac khod sinh Viét Nam trén loai phi co
noi tiéng “kho tri” nay.

Ngay 24/4/1956, mot nhom gom 6 hoa tiéu khu tryc Viét Nam dugc dua t6i don vi xuyén

huan. Ho déu 1a nhimg phi cong da t6t nghiép khu truc tai Phap, hodc phi cong vén tai

kinh nghi€ém véi gid bay trung binh tir 500 t&1 1000 gid va da tinh nguyén chuyén sang
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nganh khu truc. Trudce khi dén Ving Tau, 6 nguoi nay dé dugc gui to1 Marrakech
(Maroc) d€ bay lai trén phi co huan luyén T—6 Texan, va ti€p theo, sang truong bay khu
truc cia Hai Quan Phap & Khouribga (cling & Maroc) dé bay 30 gio trén khu truc co F6F
Hellcat.

Trong sd ndy c6 Pai ty Huynh Hiru Hién, Pai ty Nguyén Kim Khanh, Trung Gy Duong
Thi¢u Hung, Trung ity Huynh Ba Tinh, va Trung iy Ha Xuan Vinh.

Ngay 1/6/1956, cac phi cong khu truc VN lai nhiing chiéc F-8F ddng loat tir Viing Tau
vé ram rQ dap xuong phi truong Bién Hoa, khi ay khong con bong dang mot phi co nao
ctia Phap, danh ddu ngay thanh lap Phi Poan 1 Khu Tryc & Trinh Sat.

Ban chi huy dau tién cta Phi Poan gom:

— Chi huy truéng: Pai ity Huynh Hiru Hién

— Chi huy pho: PBai uy Huynh B4 Tinh

— Truéng Phong Hanh quan: Dai uy Nguyén Kim Khanh
— Phi d6i truong Phi D61 1: Trung iy Duong Thi¢u Hung
— Phi doi truong Phi D61 2: Trung iy Ha Xuan Vinh.

(V& sau, khi F-8F Bearcat duoc thay thé bang A—1 Skyraider, Phi Poan c6 téi 4 Phi D6i)
Cung véi 7 hoa ti€u (cling da tirng bay trén khu truc co FOF Hellcat & Khouribga):

1 — Trung Gy Nguyén Hiru Chan
2 — Trung ty Nguyén Quan Huy
3 — Chuan uy Nguyén Ngoc Bién
4 — Chuan iy Tran Cong Chan

5 — Chuén ay V& Van Hoi

6 — Chuan uy H6 Xuan Dé

7 — Chuan uy Nguyén Thong.

Va 13 chuan uy thudc “nhém Pham Phu Quéc” da nhéc toi & trén, téng cong 25 hoa tiéu.

Cung ngay, KQVN da tiép nhan Cong Xuong Khong Quan (Bién Hoa) trong do co 21
phi co F-8F bat khién dung. Vi phi ton phuc hoi hoat dong qua cao, cac phi co nay chi
dugc gitr lai dé thao go lay co phan roi.

Téng cong trude sau, 69 phi co F-8F da dugc ban giao cho KQVN nhung trén thuc té,
vao thoi diém cudi thang 6/1956, chi c6 18 chiéc tai Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc & Trinh Sét ¢6
thé hanh quan duoc. Véi sb luong phi co ndy, Phi Poan chi hy vong sé duy tri dugc hoat
dong huan luyén trong lac cho 25 chiée gui di tong kiém & Huong Cang duoc dua vé
nudc.
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Ngay 6/6/1956, Phi Doan 1 Khu Tryc & Trinh Sat chinh thirc ra mat cong chung bang
mot buoi biéu dién ngoan muc cua 6 chiéc F-8F nhao 1on & cao do thap trén khong phan
thu d6 Sai Gon.

Theo cac bao cdo ctia phai doan xuyén huan Phép, cac phi cong Viét Nam c6 du kha nang
dé ché ngu “nhirng con ngua ching” Bearcat, tuy nhién murc hoat dong cang gia tang, su
gia yéu cua ching cang 16 ro!

Ngay 11/7/1956, Chuan uy Nguyén Tan Si phai ha canh ép budc vi chan dap ciia F-8F
khong nha ra hét. Ngay 21/9 cuing nam, Chuan ty Huynh Hiru Bac tir nan khi bay cham
phai mot F-8F khac, va trd thanh phi cong khu truc dau tién cia KQVN bi tir nan. Ciing
trong thang 9, thém mot chiéc F-8F bj phé thai vi Iy do k¥ thuat.

Mic du cac chuyén vién bao tri Viét Nam da duogc cac huan luyén vién Phap danh gid 1a
“c6 kha ning cao ngoai du liéu”, va di trd tai bién img bang cach thao g& bd phan roi tir
nhimg dong co phé thai dé rap vao dong co cua nhimng chiéc con bay dugce, t6i cubdi nim
1956 s lwong F-8F kha dung ciing chi con duoc 15 chiée.

Trong khi d6, nhu cau huén luyén ctr gia ting. Cac hoa tiéu méi tot nghiép & Phap — noi
ho dugc huin luyén trén céc loai phan luc T-33, Vampire va Ouragan, va trude khi vé
nudc duge xuyén huén trén khu truc co canh quat F6F Hellcat & Khouribga — can thao
dot vé nghénh can (khong chién). Rat tlec vi thiéu phi co, sb gid bay huén luyén da bi han
ché. Trung binh mot thang, cac Phi tuan trudng chi duoc bay 15 tiéng dong hd, con cac
Phi Tuan vién chi c6 7 tiéng.

Ngay 25/9/1956, mot Biét boi 4 chiéc Bearcat dugc dua ra Nha Trang. Pay la lan d?}u
tién cac khu truc co dugc biét phai hoat dong ngoai can cir khong quan Bién Hoa. V¢ sau,
cac Biét Doi con duoc dua ra Ban Mé Thudt hoac Pleiku.

Qua nam 1957, 25 chiéc Bearcat gt di tong kiém ¢ Huong Cang tur 12 thang trudc da
duogc dua vé nudc, giip gia tang muc kha dung hanh quén va tlep tuc cong tac huin
luyén. Mi hoa tiéu déu duogc bay 15 gior mdi thang va sd phi xuat hanh quan tir 172 vao
thang 9/1956 da tang 1én 325 vao thang 3/1957. Trong thoi gian nay, Phi Poan da tham
du mot chién dich 16n tai ving Da Nang vai su phdi hop cua ca hai luc khong quén.

Céc phi co Bearcat (kiéu F-8F—1P) ciing thyc hién nhiing phi vu chup khong anh. Nhiing
khong anh dau tién do Bearcat chup la cac phi truong Bién Hoa, Tan Son Nhat, Nha
Trang, Pa Néng, va Soc Trang. Nhitng tim anh ndy di duoc mot toan giai doan khong
anh khai thac va rit tia kinh nghiém cho nghé nghiép ciia ho vé sau.

Toi gitra thang 7/1957, Phi Doan dugc cac huan luyén vién Phap xac dinh hoan toan du
kha nang hanh quan. Mot phéai doan hon hop Phap—My dén luong gia don vi da té ra rat
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ngac nhién, nhat 14 voi két qua tac xa vo cung chinh xac. Tuy nhién, trong khoang thoi
gian hon 1 ndm do6, Phi Doan cling dd mat di 5 phi co va 3 hoa ti€u tir nan 1a Huynh Hiru
Bac, V6 Van Xuan, va Nguyén Thong.

V& nhan sy, tinh t&i khi Phai bo Quan sy Phap ro1 VN vao gitra nam 1957, tac la khoémg
mc}t ném,sau ngay thanh 13p, Phi Poan 1 Khu Tryuc & Trinh Sat da c¢6 8 hoa ti€éu dugc cap
bang Huan luyén vién khu truc, la:

— Thiéu t4 Huynh Hitu Hién

— Pai uy Nguyén Kim Khanh
—Pai ty Duong Thi¢u Hung
— Trung Gy Ha Xuan Vinh

— Thiéu uy Luu Vian Puc

— Thiéu uy Nguyén Quang Tri
— Chuén ty Pham Phu Quoc

— Chuén uy Nguyén Thé Long.

Cung trong nam 1957, mot s6 sT quan hoa tiéu xuét than truong V& Bi Khong Quan Phap
Salon—de—Provence va tot nghi¢p Truong Khu truc‘(”r Mecknes, Maroc, trén géc loai phan
luc co T-33 Shooting Star va MD—450 Ouragan, v€ phuc vu tai Phi Poan, gom:

1 — Trung Gy Nguyén Thanh Tong
2 — Trung uy Pham Long Stru

3 — Trung uy Vi Thuong Van

4 — Thiéu uy Tran Duy Ky

5 — Chuén Gy Nguyén Dtrc Khanh.

Toi cuéi‘ nam 1959, ¢6 thém 6 hoa ti€u cua Khoa 58A Tran Duy Ky & TTHLKQ Nha
Trang vé Phi Doan, gom:

1 — Chuan uy Ché Van Nghia, thu khoa

2 — Chuan uy Lé Xuén Lan, xuat sic vé phi huin

3 — Chuén uy Bang Thanh Danh, xuét sic vé dja huin
4 — Chuan uy Lé Ba Dinh

5 — Chuén @y Dinh Vin Chuong

6 — Chuan uy Ha Ngoc Hanh.

(T hiéu uy T ran Duy Ky tir nan trén F-8F tai Tuy Hoa dau nam 1958, dwoc dat tén cho Khod 58A)

Trén ly thuyét, Bearcat c6 tém hoat dong dit dé yém tro bat cr chién truong nao o mién

Nam, tuy nhién trén thyc té, vi nhing phi co nay da qua cti, muc tiéu thu dau may qua

cao, lai chi c6 thé sir dung mot sO phi truong, nén cac phi vu thuong phat xuat tir Bién

Hoa va chi c6 thé kéo dai toi da 1 gid 15 phat, vira du dé yém tro xudng téi ving dong
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bang séng Ciru Long. Nhung du sao ching nita, véi téc d6 nhanh va kha ning thao tac
ngoan muc, cic phi co Bearcat cii k§ ndy cling d3 trd thanh biéu tuong cho sirc manh cua
Khoéng Luc VNCH thoi bay gio, va hinh anh cua chung da gop phan khéng nho trong
viéc cung cb niém tin ctia ngudi dan mién Nam trong cong cudc danh dep quan du kich
cong san.

Bén canh d6, sitc manh cta phi co Bearcat va nhimg k¥ ning can c6 dé ché ngu, bién nd
thanh mot vii khi loi hai da tao co hoi dé cac phi cong VN chung t6 ho 1a nhiing phi cong
khu truc thugng thang. Ho khong chi can c6 du ¢ sang tao dé tin dung kha ning cta
phi co ma con phai biét bién tng tiy theo tirng loai muyc tiéu dudi dat — nhitng thir ma
khong c6 bat cir truong huan luyén nao day cho ho ca.

Ciing nhu ddi vé6i cac phi cong Phép trude kia, khu truc co F-8F Bearcat rat dugc cac phi
cong VN ua chudng vi kha nang va hoa lyc. Tuy nhién sau 3 nam bi tan dung vao nhu
cau hanh quan, nhimg phi co von dé qua ct tur luc nguoi Phap ban giao, nay da sO trd nén
bét khién dung, hodc mat an toan téi murc trAm trong (trude d6, ngudi Phap da ting cho
F-8F hon danh “cercueil volant”: quan tai bay!)

Cau Iac bo sT L avn LuuVén uc .Bié-n Hoa

Phi cong cudi ciing, va cling 13 nguoi ndi tiéng nhat, tir nan trén phi co Bearcat 1a Dai uy
Luu Vin Pac vao cudi nam 1960. Vao thoi gian nay, ké tir thang 8/1960, Hoa Ky da bat
dau xuyén huan mot sd phi cong Bearcat kinh nghiém dé bay trén AD—6 Skyraider va da
chuyén giao 8 chiéc AD—6 cho KQVN, nhung vi nhitng phi co nay duoc danh wu tién cho
cong viéc xuyén huan, cac phi co Bearcat van tiép tuc dugc sir dung dé dap tng nhu cau
hanh quan ngay cang gia ting. Hon nita, mot s6 khong it phi cong khu tryc Viét Nam
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kinh nghiém trong d6 Dai ty Luu Van D, vi Chi huy truong doi thtr ba cua Phi Boan —
van thich bay trén Bearcat hon. (Cht thich 2)

Hom d6 1a ngay 22/11/1960, sau khi phi co L—19 phét gidc mot doan ghe thuyén cua Viét
cOng tap trung trong vung Dong Thap, Dai uy Luu Van Duc dé dich than chi huy mét Phi
Tuan hai chiéc Bearcat dén tin cong. Ngay khi chiéc Bearcat ciia Dai Gy Ptc xudng thap
sat ngon cay dé tha bom napalm, tring muc tiéu chinh xac 100% theo trai khéi danh dau
ctia L—19, thi canh bén phai bi giy lia. Phi co 14t tp trudc khi ddm xudng myc tiéu. Vi
Chi huy truéng Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc tir nan khi tudi doi méi 26. (Cha thich 3)

Sau cai chét cua Pai uy Luu Van Dirc, mot vi Chi huy truong Phi Doan tai ba dugc moi
ngudi yéu mén, Tong thong Ng6 DPinh Di¢m da ra 1énh ngung bay toan bd phi co
Bearcat; nhung r6i vi s0 lugng AD-6 Skyraider luc d6 con qua it, khong dap tmg ndi nhu
cau chién truong doi hoi, du biét rang khung phong cua nhirng chiéc Bearcat da “réu”,
cac phi cong day dan kinh nghiém van tiép tuc bay trén nhitng “quan tai bay” cho t6i nim
1961, khi Phi Poan c6 du AD—6 theo cap so.

" F8F Bearcat TTHLKQ/Nha Trang

Tir d6, F-8F Bearcat chi con trong huyén thoai, ngoai nhitng chiéc duogc gitr lai dé trung
bay: mot & san co phia sau BO Tu Lénh KQ, mot ¢ trudec Cau lac bd Si quan Huynh Hitu
Bac, Tan Son Nhit, mot & truge Bo Tu Lénh KD23CT (SB3KQ sau nay), mot & trudc
Cau lac b0 si quan Luu Van buc, Bién Hoa, mét & TTHL/KQ Nha Trang.

(Trong s6 nhitng chiéc F-8F néi trén, cho téi nim 2015 ¢ it nhat mot chiée van chua “vé

v0i cat bui”. Trang mang wwii equipment used after the war, phan viét vé nhing chiéc
F-8F duogc chuyén giao cho KLVNCH (cap nhat hoa nam 2015) c6 doan két nhu sau:
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VNAF F8F— 1 (SO dudi 95255) trung ba;r tfu(Jc Cau lac bd ST quan Huynh HOu Bac

Ex-VNAF F8F-1 Cau lac bd Si quan Huynh Hilu Bac

.. Sau khi F—8F “vé huu”, mot chiéc duge trung bay trude Cau lac bd ST quan Huynh
Hiru Bac 6 CCKQ Tan Son Nhat, noi n6 hién dién cho t6i cudi cude chién. Khi cong san
Béc Viét chiém mién Nam vao nam 1975, chiéc F—-8F nay da duogc son co hi¢u cua
Khéng Quan mién Bic 1én mot cach nham nhd, va bi dé mic cho xudng cip trong subt
thap nién 1980. Khi Hoa Ky va CSVN tai 18p quan h¢ ngoai giao vao thap nién 1990,
CSVN di ban lai chiéc F-8F nay cho mét nha suu tim nguoi My, va duoc chi nhan méi
phuc hdi, bao quéan)

— A—1 Skyraider: “Thién Thin Diét Céng”
Nhu cau thay thé cac phi co F-8F Bearcat da duoc dat ra hon 1 ndm trude ngay Dai uy
Luu Van Duc tir nan. Sau khi ¢6 nhi€u tai nan xay ra, vao thang 8 nam 1959, Tong thong

Ng6 DPinh Di¢m da ra 1énh han ché tdi da céc phi vu hanh quan ctia Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc
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va yéu cau Hoa Ky khan cép thay thé Bearcat bang cac phi co phan lyc, nhu ho da trang
bi cho cac qubc gia khac 6 Pong Nam A: Pai—loan, Thai—lan, Phi-ludt—tan...

Thoat dau, cac gi61 chue Khong Quan Hoa Ky du dinh cung cép loai phan lyc Lockheed
F—80 “Shooting Star”, tuy nhién viéc nay lai trai véi diéu khoan cta Hi¢p dinh Geneve
1954, theo d6 ca hai mién Nam Bic khong duoc phép trang bi chién dau co phan luc.
Maic du Hoa Ky va Viét Nam Cong Hoa khong dat bat ky vao ban hi¢p dinh nay nhung
Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky van kich liét phan ddi viéc trang bi chién dau co phan luc cho
mién Nam. Hon nita, sau d6 chinh cac gi6i chirc Khong Quan Hoa Ky ciing nhan ra rang
qua kinh nghiém chién tranh Triéu—tién, noi loai phan luc F—80 duoc stir dung lan dau
tién, trong cong tac yém tro dién dia, cac phi co canh quat van to ra hiru hiéu hon.

Tuy nhién, dé lam hai 1ong Tong théng Ngo Pinh Diém, phia Hoa Ky ciing ra 1énh tién
hanh viéc chuyén giao 6 chiéc F-80 Shooting Star, gdbm 2 chiéc T—33 (14 phién ban huin
luyén ciia F-80) va 4 chiéc RT—33 (phi co tham thinh), nhung thuc ra chi c6 trén gidy to,
boi sau d6 viéc chuyén giao di khong hé dugc tién hanh.

Cung thoi gian, cac gioi chire Khong Quan Hoa Ky da gép it nghién ctru dé tim mot loai
phi co canh quat thich hop cho chién truong Viét Nam.

PAu tién, ho nghi t&i loai oanh tac co hang nhe B-26 Invader, loai phi co ma trudc day
Khéng Quan Phap di sir dung rat hitu hiéu trong chién tranh Déng Duong. Tuy nhién,
mic du sau d6 mot sé B-26 da duoc Khong Quan Hoa Ky dem sang Viét Nam trong
chuong trinh “Farm Gate” vao nam 1961, tat ca dd dugc dem vé nudc sau mot thoi gian
str dung, chtr khong chuyén giao cho KQVN. Nguyén nhan: B-26 ciing sap t6i tudi “vé

7,'

huu”!

Cung thoi gian, mt ngudn tin c6 tham quyén tir phia Hoa Ky cho biét ho s& chuyén giao
cho KQVN céc phi co North American T-28 “Trojan”. (Cht thich 4)

bay 1a mot loai phi co huin luyén 2 chd ngé)i tuong ddi hién dai, dugc cai bién, trang bi

bom dan dé st dung trong viéc yém tro cac luc lugng dién dia, nhung kha nang mang
bom cua n6 khong bang F-8F Bearcat.
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North American T—28 “Trojan”

Mot céach chi tiét, T-28 va F-8F déu c6 4 racks bom dudi canh, nhung trong khi T-28 chi
c6 thé mang 4 trai bom 500 cin Anh thi F-8F c¢6 kha ning mang 4 trai 1000 can Anh. V&
sung, T-28 duogc trang bi 2 khau dai lién 50 (12.71y), trong khi F—8F, tuy loai, dugc trang
bi 4 khau dai bac 20ly hoic 4 khau dai lién 50.

Tin nay da khién cac hoa tiéu cua Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc that vong. Boi trude do, ho tin
rang F-8F Bearcat s& duoc thay thé bang phi co phan lyc; tham chi trong céc cudc trao
d6i véi c¢b van Hoa Ky, ho con cho biét “wu tién lva chon” caa ho 1a chiéc A—4E
“Skyhawk” ctia Hai Quan Hoa Ky, mot loai phan lyc nho nhung dugc trang bi hung hau,
st dung phi dao ngin, ma ho cho 1a phi co 1y tudng dé thay thé Bearcat trén chién trudong
Viét Nam.

Tuy nhién, sau d6 vi thiéu chuyén vién k thuat, viéc chuyén giao T-28 da khong thé
thuc hién duoc ngay, va thay vao do 1a moét loai phi co canh quat khac: chiéc Skyraider
cua Hai Quan Hoa Ky.

Skyraider do hing Douglas ché tao vao cubi Dé Nhi Thé Chién cho Hai Quan va TQLC
Hoa Ky, ting duogc st dung trong chién tranh Triéu—tién (1950-1953).

Skyraider gdm nhiéu doi, nhiéu kiéu khac nhau, dugc mang phién hiéu tir AD—1 t&i AD—
7.

[T6i nam 1962, khi Hoa Ky théng nhdt cdch ddt phién hiéu cho tdt ca cdc loai phi co ciia Hdi, Luc,
Khong Quan, va TOLC (voi cac mau tw A: attacker, B: bomber, C: cargo, F: fighter, T: trainer... di
dau), tat cd cdc kiéu Skyraider con dang sir dung déu dwoc cdi danh thanh A—1: AD-5 (2 ghé ngoz)
thanh A—1E, AD—6 (1 ghé ngoi) thanh A—1H, AD—7 thanh A-1J hoac A-1G (2 ghe ngoi). Pa so
Skyraider ciia KOVN sir dung la A—1H la kiéu dwoc san xudt nhiéu nhat, mét s6 nhé la A—IE, va vai
chiéc A-1J, A-1G].
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Ltc dau, Hoa Ky du dinh mua lai mot s6 AD—4 cii da ban cho Phap trudc day dé trang bi
cho KQVN, nhung luc d6 Phap (duéi thoi Tong théng De Gaulle) va Hoa Ky dang co su
bt hoa nén Phap khong chiu ban lai. Hon nira, vi Hai Quan Hoa Ky dé ngung su dung
kiéu AD—4, khong thé bao dam viéc cung cip phu tung, cho nén cudi cung kiéu AD-6,
hién dang st dung trong cac ham doi, dugc chon dé thay thé.

Ciing can viét thém, khi quyét dinh dem Skyraider sang Viét Nam, thoat tién nguoi My
du tinh s€ ap dung mo thirc AVG (Allied Volunteer Group), nghia la lay cac hoa ti€u tinh
nguyén cuia Hai Quan Hoa Ky cho “nghi phép” (on leave) dé 1ai cac phi co nay.

Nguoi dau tién str dung mé thirc AVG 1a Tudng Claire Chennault, Tu 1énh Thap Ta
Khong Luc (14th Air Force) cia Hoa Ky dong & Con Minh trong Dé Nhi Thé Chién; 6ng
da thanh 1ap cac Phi Doi Phi H6 (Flying Tigers) dau tién cho Trung Hoa Dan Quéc dé
danh quan Nhat nhung do hoa tiéu My (dang dugc “nghi phép™) 1ai.

Thé nhung du tinh néi trén (md thic AVG) d3 bi cac hoa tiéu Viét Nam phan dbi kich
li¢t. Boi vi ho, cling nhu tuyét dai da ) nguoi dan mién Nam, mudn ty dam trach cong
viéc chién du va chién théng cong san; ho chi can sy hiu thuin veé chinh tri va vién tro
vii khi cua Hoa Ky ma thai.

Két qua, dé tién hanh viéc thay thé Bearcat bang Skyraider, vao gitta nim 1960, sau hoa
tiéu ciia Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc dd duge chon dé sang Hoa Ky xuyén huén, gdm c6: Trung
iy Nguyén Quang Tri, Trung ty Nguyen Quan Huy, Trung 0y T6 Minh Chanh, Thiéu ¢ uy
Pham Phu Quéc, Thiéu 0 uy Nguyen Ngoc Bién, va Chuan uy Nguyen Van Long (mot so
sach va tai liéu ngoai qudc viét 1a Thiéu iy Nguyén Hiru Chan thay vi Trung iy T6é Minh
Chanh 1a khong chinh x4c).

Thoi gian xuyén huan kéo dai 3 thang, gém 40 gid voi don vi huan luyén phi hanh ATU-
301 tai Can ctir Hai Quan Corpus Christi, Texas, va 40 gio¢ tai Can cir Hai Quan LeMoore,
San Diego, vo1 Phi Boan Tac Chién VA—122 ctia Hai Quan Hoa Ky.

Trong sd sau hoa ti€u noi trén, co nhimg nguoi da 1a huén luyén vién khu truc (Trung ay
Tri) hay Phi tudn ph6 (Thleu uy Quoc) lai c6 nhitng nguoi chua duge xac dinh hanh
quan trén khu truc, nhung tat ca déu lam quen véi chiéc Skyraider mot cach d& dang; va
khi budc sang phan thuc tap chién thuét (tic xa, oanh kich), ho di chtng t6 13 nhitng hoa
tiéu xudt sic.

Vé mit tinh than, sau khi thay tdn mét hinh dang “khong 16” cua chiéc Skyraider (so véi

F—8F va T-28) va khai trién hoa luc hung hau cta nd, cac hoa ti€u khu tryc Viét Nam
cling voi bot phan ndo noi that vong vi da khong duoc bay trén phan lyc.
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Téng cong trude sau di c¢6 5, hodc 6 dot xuyén huan twong tu danh cho cac hoa tiéu khu
truc Viét Nam. Sau ba thang xuyén huén, sdu hoa tiéu dau tién tré vé Bién Hoa dé chod
doi nhitng chiéc Skyraider dang duoc tong kiém va tan trang (zero—timed) tai cong xudng
cua Hai Quan Hoa Ky ¢ Rhode Island.

Piu thang 9/1960, sau chiée Skyraider dau tién duoc tau cho téi cang Sai Gon, va dugc
kéo vé can ctr Tan Son Nhat; sau khi kiém soat, dd dugc Hai Quan Dai ty Kenneth E.
Moranville bay thur truée khi chuyen giao cho KQVN. DPai ity Moranville 1a nguoi trudc
day da dam trach viéc xuyén huan cho sau hoa ti€u Viét Nam dau tién tai Corpus Christi,
nay duoc phai sang Viét Nam cam dau toan cb van ctia Hai Quan Hoa Ky dam trach cong
viéc chuyén giao va xuyén huan Skyraider tai chd cho cac hoa tiéu khéc.

Budi bay thir va biéu dién hoa luc ctia chiéc Skyraider dau tién — do Pai uy Moranville
14i — duoc to chire tai can ¢t Tan Son Nhit dudi sy chi toa cia Trung t4 Nguyén Xuan
Vinh, Tu 1énh KQVN, di gdy 4n tuong manh noi quan khach vi héa lyc hung hau va mic
d6 chinh xé4c cua loai phi co nay. Thuc té sau d6 da chimg minh trong giai doan dich
quan chua dugc trang bi cac loai vii khi phong khong hién dai thi Skyraider 1a loai phi co
hitu hiéu nhat trong chién tranh chéng du kich tai mién nam Viét Nam, duoc ménh danh
“Thién Than Diét Cong”.

Téng cong trude sau di c6 308 chié‘c Skyraider duoc chuyén giao cho KQVN dé 1an luot
trang bi cho 7 Phi Poan khu tryc, gom co6:

— Phi Boan 1 Khu Tryc (PD-514 Phuong Hoang),
— Phi Doan 2 Khu Tryc (PD-516 Phi Ho), va cac
— Phi Poan 518 Phi Long, 520 Than Béo, 522 (?), 524 Thién L6i, va 530 Thai Duong.

Trong sd nay, PP—530 dugc thanh 1ap tai Pleiku vao nam 1970 — thoi gian KQVN da
budc sang giai doan phan lyc — dé dap tng tinh hinh chién su tai Tay Nguyén, da chiung
td kha nang yém trg tiép can chinh xac ma khong mot loai phan Iyc nao c6 thé so sanh.

— Phi Poan 2 Khu Truc

Viéc thanh 1ap Phi Poan 2 Khu Truc (sau cai danh thanh Phi Poan 516 Phi H) ndm
trong chuong trinh “Farm Gate”.

“Farm Gate” 1a hoat dong tham chién truc ti€p dau ti€én, mac du rat gioi han, cua Khong
Luc Hoa Ky vao cudc chién Viét Nam.

Khoi dau vao nam 1960, Quan Doi Hoa Ky da cho thanh 1ap nhiing don vi dic biét dé d6i

pho véi chién tranh du kich cta cong san ngdy cang lan rong trén thé gidi. Riéng trong

Khong Quan, don vi dau tién véi danh xung chinh thirc 1 Phi Poan Huin Luyén Phi

Hanh Poan Tac Chién 4400 (4400th Combat Crew Training Squadron, viét tit 1a 4400th
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CCTS) da dugc thanh 13p vao thang 4/1961 tai can cu kh@ng quan Eglin, Florida. Trén
thuc té, cac thanh vién cua 4400th CCTS thuong dugc biét td1 qua danh hiéu “Air
Commando” (Khong Quan Cam Tir), hoac nickname “Jungle Jim”.

(“Jungle Jim” nguyén la mét loat truyén phiéu luu ring xanh rat phd bién ctia My, tir
nam 1948 td1 nam 1955 da dugc thuc hién thanh 16 cuén phim)

Do nhitng nhu cau dic biét cua chién tranh du kich, Air Commando chi st dung cac loai
phi co canh quat, c6 kha nang bay cham, nhu T-28, B-26, C—47...

Thang 10/1961, Tong théng Hoa Ky John F. Kennedy chap thuan viéc giri mot toan
“Jungle Jim” sang Vi€t Nam voi hai muc dich:

(1) Xac dinh cam két ciia Hoa Ky trong viéc ho trg mién Nam VN trong cong cudc chién
dau chong lai cong san, va

(2) Huén luyén cac hoa ti€u Viét Nam trong viéc sir dung T-28 va B-26 trén chién
truong. Hoat dong nay dugc mang tén “Chuong Trinh Farm Gate” (Farm Gate
Programme).

Ngay 4/11/1961, Bi¢t Boi 2A (Detachment 2A — danh xung chinh thirc cua toan “Jungle
Jim” néi trén) gdm 151 quan nhan, 8 phi co T-28, 4 phi co SC—47, va 4 phi co RB-26
dugc son co VNCH va huy hi¢u Khong Quan Viét Nam, da to1 Bién Hoa dé “phuc vu
dudi quyén chi huy cua Phai B C6 Van Quan Sy vé6i nhiém vu huin luyén tac chién, va
khong tham chién trong thoi gian hién tai...”

Nhung trude khi sang Viét Nam, cac chang “Khong Quan Cam Tu” (Air Commando)
M¥ da dinh ninh nhiém vy “huén luyén tac chién” (combat training) c6 nghia 1a huan
luyén nhan vién phi hanh VN bang nhiing phi vu tac chién. Vi thé trong thoi gian dau &
VN, ho di t6 ra thiéu phén khéi khi chi dugce thue hién cac phi vu tuan tham doc theo bo
bién dé phat giac su xam nhap cia cong san Bic Viét bang duong bién, hoic 1ai phi co
bay theo dé quan sat cac Skyraider caa Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc cia KQVN thi hanh nhiém
vu tAn cong muc tiéu dich.

Sau d6, dé giai quyét tinh trang mo hd vé nhiém vu cua cac phi co vo trang (T-28 va B—
26) thuoc Farm Gate, B Qué)c Phong Hoa Ky ra chi thi mét cach r6 rang hon, theo dé
cac phi co nay dugc phép thi hanh céc phi vu tac chién “véi diéu kién phai co it nhat mot
nhan vién phi hanh nguoi Viét trén phi co”. Muc dich dé trong trudng hop phi co bi ban
ha, su hi¢n dién cua nhan vién phi hanh Viét Nam nay cung voi ¢ hiéu VNCH trén phi
co, s& chtimg minh nhéan vién Hoa Ky chi dong vai tro ¢d van, nghia 1a Hoa Ky khong vi
pham Hi¢p dinh Geneve 1954.
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Thoi gian do, phi trudng Bién Hoa van chua dugc trang bi hé thong dén phi dao, cac phi
co Skyraider cia Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc khong thé thi hanh cac phi vu dém, trong khi cac
cudc tAn cong cua Viét cong lai thuong xay ra trong dém tbi, cho nén cac phi co T-28 va
B-26 cua Farm Gate da duoc stir dung dé thi hanh cac phi vu yém tro ban dém dudi anh
hoa chéu cua cac van tai co SC—47 “Gooney Bird”, cling thudc luc lugng Farm Gate.

Thang 12/1961, Hoa Ky quyét dinh dua thém T-28 sang Viét Nam, va voi 25 hoa tiéu da
dugc huan luyén tai Hoa Ky cling nhu tai Viét Nam, Phi Poan 2 Khu Truc cia KQVN
dugc thanh 1ap tai can cir khong quan Nha Trang, do Pai iy Pham Long Stru lam Chi huy
trudng.

Dai uy Pham Long Stru, nguyén la thu khoa Khoa 1 Hoa ti€éu Quan sat (1952) tai
TTHLKQ Nha Trang, sau d6 theo hoc tai truong Vo Bi Khong Quan Phéap (Salon—de—
Provence), tirng duoc huin luyén trén céc loai phan luc co Vampire va T-33, 1a mot
trong sau hoa tiéu VN dau tién duoc kiém dinh (check—out) trén khu truc F6F Hellcat tai
Mecknés (Maroc).

Thanh phan hoa tiéu nong cbt cua Phi Poan 2 Khu Truc da s6 1a nhitng hudn luyén vién
phi hanh tir TTHLKQ Nha Trang thuyén chuyén vé, nhu Trung uy Nguyén Hong Tuyén,
cac Thiéu uy On Vin Tai, Nguyén Tan Si, Tran B4 Hoi, Bui Thanh Khiét, Nguyén
Quang Ninh, Nguyen Huy Cuong, Nguyen Van Giang... va hai hoa tiéu tir Phi Boan 1
Khu Tryc 1a Thiéu ay Vit Khic Hué va Thiéu uy Nguyén Hitu Bach.

it 1au sau, do nhu cau cap s6, mot sd phi cong dang phuc vu tai Phi Poan 1 Van Tai hoic
cac Phi Poan quan sat di dugc thuyén chuyén bé sung cho Phi Poan 2 Khu Truyc, trong
sd ndy c6 cac Thiéu Gy Nguyén Vian Tuong, Nguyén Qudc Hung, Thai Ba Pé, Nguyén
Vin Vuong, Lé Van Thao, cac Chuan uy Piang Duy Lac, Pam Thuong Vil...

Trong s noi trén, nhiing nguoi sau nay 1an luot giit chirc vu Chi huy truéng/Phi doan ‘
truong (ke tuc 3 vi tién nhiém Pham Long Stru, V6 Xuan Lanh, Duong Thiéu Hung) gom
cO: On Van Tai, Nguyén Tan Si, Bui Thanh Khiét, Thai Ba B¢, va Nguyén Van Vuong.

Céc phi cong chua duge hudn luyén chuyén biét vé nganh khu truc, khi thuyén chuyén vé
Phi Bo:c‘m 2 Khunruc duoc bié} phai to1 Biét Do1 Farm Gate (tirc Biét P61 2A) tai Bién
Hoa, dé dugc ki€m dinh va huan luyén vé tac xa, oanh kich trén phi co T-28.

Sau thoi gian huén luyén véi Biét Boi Farm Gate, cac phi cong tro vé Phi Poan dé hoan
tat phan huan luyén chuyén biét cia nganh khu truc.

Téi1 gitta nam 1962, Phi Poan 2 Khu Tryc lam 18 xuﬁ'u guén, va mot Biét Boi 8 chiéc T—
28 dugc biét phai ra can cir khong quan Da Nang d€ yém trg cho Vung 1 Chién thuét; vé
sau théem mdt Biét Doi dugc biét phai Ién Pleiku d€ yém trg chién truong Tay Nguyén.
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Phi Doan 516 “Phi H8”

Thang 1/1963, Phi Poan 2 Khu Truc duoc cai danh thanh Phi Poan 516 “Phi H6”. Téi
thang 2/1964 Phi Poan di chuyén ra Da Ning dé tr¢ thanh luc luong tac chién nong cot
cua Khong Doan 41 Chién Thuat vira dugc thanh lap, va ddn tra tai day cho t61 nam
1975. (M6t s6 khong quan cuu trao khi nhé vé “thud ban dau” cua KQVN con goi Phi
Poan 516 moét cach tran trong nhung khong chinh thire 1a “D¢ Nhi Phi Poan Khu Truc™).

Trong khi viéc thanh lap Phi Doan khu tryc thir hai (Phi Boan 2 Khu Truc) Qién tién tot
dep thi ké hoach thanh 1ap Phi Poan oanh tac dau tién cho KQVN lai chét yéu.

Nguyén ké hoach thanh 1ap mot Phi Poan oanh tac gdm 25 oanh tac co B-26 va 2 tham
thinh co RB-26 da duoc phia Hoa Ky thong qua vao thang 11/1962, nhung to1 gitra nam
1963, cung véi viéc Hoa Ky chuén bi cho cac oanh tac co B-26 “vé huu”, ké hoach noi
trén da bi dep bd, va thay béng ké hoach thanh 1ap thém cac Phi Poan khu truc str dung
khu truc co Skyraider (tir doan nay, s€ dugc goi la A—1).

Nhu vay, mic du di c6 nhitng chiéc B-26 mang c& VNCH, huy hi¢u KQVN, va co cac
nhan vién phi hanh Viét Nam thap tung trong cac phi vu tac chién, trén thuc té loai phi co
nay chua hé dugc chuyén giao cho KQVN.

V& phan céc phi co T-28 ctia Phi Poan 516 “Phi H6” (Phi Poan 2 Khu Truc) tdi thang
5/1964, da dugc thay thé bang A—1 Skyraider.

Té1 ndm 1969, trong chupng trinh hién dai hdéa KLVNCH, céac khu truc co Skyraider cua
PPB-516 da duoc thay thé bang phan luc co A—37 Dragonfly.

— Cac Phi Doan khu truc 518, 520, 522, 524, 530

* Phi Doan 518 Phi Long:
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Ngay 1/1/1964, Phi Doan 518 “Phi Long”, Phi Boan khu tryc thir ba trong KLVNCH,
duogc thanh 1ap tai CCKQ Bién Hoa, “cai ndi ciia nganh khu truc”. Chi huy truéng: Pai
iy Pham Phti Qudc. Luc thanh 1ap, Phi Poan nay ciing duoc tam thoi trang bi phi co T—
28, va tdi giita nam 1964 da duoc thay thé bang A—1 Skyraider, cing thoi gian véi PP—
516.
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" Phi Doan 518 “Phi Long”

Gitra ndm 1964, Khong Poan 23 Chién Thuat dugc thanh 1ap tai Bién Hoa, Thicu t
Pham Phu Quéc 1én 1am pho cho Thi€u ta Pham Long Stru, Tu 1énh Khong Boan 23, ban
giao Phi Poan lai cho Pai ty Tran Cong Chan.

Pau nam 1965, Pai ty Chén hy sinh trong tran Long Toan, Thiéu ta Nguyén Vién Long
(Long “con”) Ién thay the. It 1au sau, Thiéu ta Long tir nan trong mot phi vy huan luyén
cung véi Thiéu ta Nguyeén Thé Anh, Chi huy truéng Yém Cu.

Tai nan xay ra khi Thiéu té} Anh, theo chi thi ctia Thiéu t4 Pham Long Si’m,, phai bay huén
luyén voi Thi€u ta Long d€ xac dinh trén A—1 Skyraider, bay trén mot chiéc A-1E (AD—
5, hai ghé ngo61), khi dap da chay ra co, lap ap xuong mdt viing bun, khién ca hai nguoi bi
tr nan.

Sau do, Pai uy Lé Van Thao 1én thay, tré thanh vi Chi huy trudng thir tu chi trong vong 1
nam troi!
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Hai doi Chi huy truedng ké tiép cua PD-518 1a Dai uy Nguyén Vin Lé va Thiéu ta Lé
Quoc Hung (Hung “tay lai”).

* Phi Poan 520 Than Bio:

Ngay 1/7/ 1964, Phi Poan 520 “Than Bao” duoc thanh 1ap, ciing tai CCKQ Bién Hoa, voi
ban chi huy gom:

— Chi huy truéng: Pai uy Nguyén Ngoc Bién
— Chi huy ph¢: Trung ity V& Van Hoi N
— Trudng Phong Hanh Quan: Thi€u ity Nguyén Van Truong.

C6 thé n6i 520 1a mot Phi Poan “tan 1ap” ding nghia: dai da s6 hoa tiéu 1 nhitng ngudi
moi tot nghiép & Hoa Ky, sau khi vé nudc, trong lac cho doi dé xuyén huan trén A—1
Skyraider voi Lién Poan 34 Chién Thuat ciia Khong Luc Hoa Ky va Phi Poan Tac Chién
VA-152 ctia Hai Quan Hoa Ky tai Bién Hoa, ho da tam thoi bay trén T-28 cho quen tay.

K sk sk
Poi hang vé Lién Poan 34 Chién Thuit va Phi Poan Tac Chién VA-152:
Tur gitra ndm 1963 t61 gitta nam 1965, c¢6 hai don vi tac chién phi hanh ctia Hoa Ky don
tru tat CCKQ Bién Hoa da ki€ém nhi¢m viéc xuyén huan cac nhan vién phi hanh Viét

Nam, la Lién Doan 34 Chién Thuét (34th Tactical Group) ciia Khong Luc Hoa Ky va Phi
Doan Téc Chién VA—152 cta Hai Quan Hoa Ky.
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Lién Poan 34 Chién Thuat dam trach viéc xuyeén huén, cac hoa ticu A—1 Skyfaider tu
thang 7/1963 toi thang 7/1965, con Phi Poan Tac Chién VA-152 chi gop phén tir thang 4
dén thang 12/1964.

Lién Poan 34 Chién Thuat 1a mot don vi dic biét cua Khong Luc Hoa Ky, trong thoi gian
hoat dong tai Viét Nam truc thudc Su Poan 2 Khong Quan (Hoa Ky).

Tai Bién Hoa, Lién Poan 34 Chién Thuét c6 hai don vi phi hanh 1a Phi Poan 1 Cam Tu
(1st Air Commando Squadron) dam trach viéc xuyén huan cac hoa tiéu khu truc (A—1),
va Phi Poan 19 Khong Trg Chién Thuat (19th Tactical Air Support Squadron) dam trach
viéc xuyén huan hoa tiéu quan sat (O—1), va hudn luyén cic quan sét vién.

Sau khi Lién Poan 34 Chién Thuat chAm dat nhiém vu xuyén huén A—1 Skyraider cho
hoa ti€u Viét Nam vao thang 7/1965, qua nam 1966, cong viéc ndy duogc trao lai cho Phi
Poan Huin Luyén Phi Hanh Poan Tac chién 4400 (4400th Combat Crew Training
Squadron, viét tit 1a 4400th CCTS) ¢ Can ctr Hurlburt Field, Florida, cling 1a no1 dao tao
cac hoa ti€u A—1 cua Hoa Ky.

4400th CCTS chinh 1a “don vi me” cuia Biét Bdi 2A (Detachment 2A) cua Chuong trinh
Farm Gate. Bi¢t Ddi nay la tién than cua Phi Doan 1 Cam Tu da nhac td1 & mot doan trén.

Ciing xin viét thém, trudc khi c6 chuong trinh xuyén hudn A—1 Skyraider cho hoa tiéu
Vi¢t Nam tai CCKQ Hurlburt Field, da c6 khoang 140 hoa ti€éu A—1 cua Viét Nam thudc
10 khoa (tir Khod 61 t61 Khod 65D) dugc dao tao tai Truong Phi Hanh Hai Quan
Pensacola (US Naval Air School Pensacola) ndi tiéng, ciing & tiéu bang Florida.

Trong danh sach tot nghiép khoa dau tién (Khoa 61 Navy) c6 cac vi sau day:

— Hoang Thanh Nha (sau nay gitt chirc Khong doan truéng KD23CT)

Page 27 of 95



— Lé Nhu Hoan (Truéng Khéi Bic Trach Khu Tryc, Vin Phong Tham muu Phé Hanh
Quan/BTL/KQ)

— Dan Hoai Btru (Phi doan truong PD-514)

— H6 Viét Thanh (Phi doan truong PD—528)

— Pham Pinh Anh (Phi doan truéng PD-538)

— Nguyén Tién Thanh (Phi doan truong PP—540)
— L& Trai (Phi doan truong PP—550).

Khoa ké tiép (62B Navy) c6 6ng Pham Binh An (Phi doan truéng PP—516).

[Ddc biét trong s6 si quan khod sinh hoa tiéu VN xudt thdn tir truong bay néi tiéng néi trén, éng Dan
Hoai Buu da dvwoc ghi nhdn la nguoi duy nhat tot nghiép voi két qua xuat chung (outstanding academic
achievement)|

Tré lai voi PD-520, sau khi dugc thanh 1ap da cung véi hai PD-514 va 518 thay phién
biét phai xudng phi trudng Binh Thuy, mdi 1an mot tuan 18, dé yém tro cac cudc hanh
quan ¢ Ving 4 Chién Thuét (thoi gian nay, Khong Poan 74 Chién Thuat chua duoc
thanh 1ap).

Vao khoang dau nam 1965, Dai Gy V6 Van Hoi 1én lam Chi huy truong thay Thiéu ta
Nguyén Ngoc Bién (Thicu ta Bién ra Pa Nang thanh 13p Biét P61 615, gdm cac oanh tac
co phan luc B-57 Canberra).

o - B
Phan lyc co B-57 Canerra

T6i1 thang 9 nam 196’5, PP-520 chinh thurc tré thanh lyc luong tac chién co hitu cta
Khoéng Doan 74 Chién Thuat, Binh Thuy, va dén ngay 15 thang 1 nam 1966 (mot tuan
trudc Tét Binh Ngo) da duoc 1énh di chuyén vé don trt tai can ctr nay.
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Gitra nam 1966, Pai uy Vo Van Hoi dugc dé cur gilr churc vu Lién doan trudng Lién Doan
74 Tac Chién, Pai ity Nguyén Vin Truong 1én 1am Phi doan truong PP—520 (tir nim
1966, danh xung cac chirc vu “Chi huy truéng Lién Poan, Phi Poan” di dugc doi thanh
“Lién doan truéng, Phi doan truéng™)

Tuy d4 1én ndm chirc vu Lién doan truong, Dai uy V6 Van Hoi van tiép tuc bay cac phi
vu hanh quan, va da bi hoa lyc dich ban nat ban tay trai trong mot phi vu yem tro quan
ban, duoc dua vé chita tri tai Bénh vién Pon Dat (Grall), va duogc thang cap thiéu ta.

Cubi nam 1967, Pai iy Nguyén Vin Truong di nhan nhiém vy méi, Pai ty Huynh Vin
Vui (nguyén la Chi huy pho PD-522, Tuc nay da bi giai thé dé thanh lap Phi Poan phan
luc F-5 dau tién) vé thay thé trong chtrc vu Phi doan truéng PP—520.

Thang 5/1968 (thoi gian bién cd Tét Mau Than, tan cong dot 2), PP—520 tam ngung hoat
dong va duoc gui sang Hoa Ky xuyén huan trén phan lyc co A-37.

Téi dau nam 1969, PP—-520 trg thanh Phi Poan khu truc thi nhi trong KLVNCH duoc
trang bi phan luc co A-37.

Qua nam 1970, Thiéu t4 Pham Quang Piém vé dam nhiém chirc vu Phi doan trudng.
* Phi Doan 522

Su hién hitu, t6 chtrc nhan sy, va hoat d@ng cua Phi Boan 522 khu truc A-1 trude khi tro
thanh }’hi Doan phan lyc siéu thanh F-5 dau tién cua KQVN vao dau thang 6/1967 duoc
mot soO tac giad ghi lai khac nhau.

Trong cubn Flying Dragons (Osprey Publishing, 1988), tac gia Robert C Mikesh viét
PP-522 duogc thanh 13p ngéy 1 thang 4 nam 1965, truc thudc Biét Poan 83 “vdi phi co
A—1 va hoa tiéu dugc tuyén chon tir cac Phi Poan khu truc hién hiru”.

Con theo mot cyu hoa ti€u khu truc sau tré thanh Phi doan truéng phér} luc trong KQVN
thi PD-522 “duoc chinh tl~11'1:c thanh 1ap vao nam 1964 tai Tﬁr} Son Nhat, truc thudc Biét
Doan 83 ma Pai uy Nguyén Van Tuong 1a Chi huy trudng dau tién”.

Trong khi do, mot s6 vi si quan tung nim gilr churc vu chi huy, hoac phuc vu trong Biét
Poi khu truc cta Biét Poan 83, di khang dinh PP—522 khong hé ¢6 trong to chirc cua
Biét Poan; va sau khi Phi Doan nay bi giai thé vao gitra nam 1966, Biét Ddi khu truc cua
Biét Poan 83 van tiép tuc hoat dong cho t6i khi Biét Poan chdm dut sy hién hitu vao dau
nam 1968. (Chu thich 5)
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T6i nam 2013, tirc 1a ¥4 thé ky sau khi cudn Flying Dragons cua Robert C Mikesh dugc
phat hanh, tac gia Byron E Hukee dé cho ra mat cubn USAF and VNAF A—1 Skyraider
Units of the Vietnam War, ciling do nha xuat ban Osprey Publishing phat hanh.

Theo cudn sach ndy (tir trang 36 t6i 38), vao dau nim 1964, cing véi viée Trung ta
Nguyén Cao Ky dugc thing cdp dai ta va trd thanh Tu 1énh KQVN, Biét Doi “Co Trang”
da dugc to chire thanh “Biét Poan 83” (83rd “Special Air Group”, viét tit 1a SAG), biét
hiéu “Than Phong” (Divine Wind), do 6ng Nguyén Cao Ky kiém nhiém chirc Chi huy
trudng (Commanding Officer).

Vao thoi gian dau, ngoai nhimng chiéc C—47 “Co Trang” da co san, luc lugng phi co cua
Biét Boan 83 con dugc tang cuong thém 8 chiéc A-1H Skyraider, 2 chiéc U-6 Beaver, 2
chiéc Cessna U—17, va mot sb truc thang H-34. Nhu’ng chiéc A—1 nay khong phai phi co
co hitu cia Biét Poan ma dugc luon phién “muon” cua cac Phi Boan khu tryc trong
KLVNCH.

Qua nim 1965, khoang thoi gian Hoa Ky chuyén giao 6 at A—1 cho KQVN, mot “Phi
Doan khu tryc tan 14p” 1a Phi Poan 522 dd dugc thanh 14p trén gidy to (ndm trong t6 chic
ctia Khong Poan 33 Chién Thuat ¢ Tan Son Nhét) véi nhiém vu duy nhat 13 dtng tén

“nhan” nhiing chiéc A—1 cua Hoa Ky roi giao cho Biét Doan 83; két qua, Biét Doan 83
dd c6 mot sb luong A—1 twong duong v6i cip s6 cia mot Phi Poan, ma trén gidy to 1a phi
co cua “Phi Doan 522”.

Hon mot nam sau (1966), Phi Poan khu truc “chi ¢6 tén trén gidy to” nay bi giai thé,
phién hiéu “522” dugc l1dy dé dit cho Phi Poan phan luc co siéu thanh F-5 dau tién cia
KLVNCH, d6 1a Phi Poan 522 “Than Ung”, chinh thirc thanh 1ap ngay 1/6/1967, Chi huy
truong: Thiéu t4 Nguyén Qudc Hung.

V& hoat dong cua cac khu truc A—1 thudc Bi¢t Boan 83, tac gia Byron E Hukee cho biét
trudc khi co chién dich “Bic Phat” quy mé cua KQVN vao dau nim 1965 véi sy tham du
clia tat ca cac Phi Poan khu truc, ‘ngay tir nam 1964, Biét D61 khu tryc cua Biét Doan 83
da thuc hién nhitng phi vu dém tin cong cac muc tiéu & Pong Héi.

Céc phi co ¢6 nhiém vu tdn cong muc tiéu ¢ phia bac Pong Héi duge dwa sang “tam tra”
tai CCKQ Nakhon Phanom ¢ mién bac Thai—lan, va xuét phat tir day. Mdi phi vu gdm
hai chiéc A—1, v6i binh xang phu 300—gallon dudi bung va dugce trang bi 6 hodc 8 trai
bom Mk-82 (bom nd 500 can Anh dé oanh kich ¢ cao d6 thap). Cac phi co tdn cong muc
tiéu & phia nam Ddng Héi thi xut phat tir CCKQ Pa Nang.

Ngoai ra, cac phi co A—1 ciia Biét Poan 83 “tam tri” tai Da Nang con thi hanh nhimng phi
vu trinh sat vo trang trén lanh thd Béc Viét dé theo ddi cac hoat dong diéu quén cua
CSBV tir phia bac ving phi quén sy cho t61 Vinh. Cac phi co thi hanh nhiém vy nay s&
bay qua khong phan Lao roi tir d6 thadm nhap khong phan Béc Viét.
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Vi nhiém vu chinh Ia “trinh sat” cho nén du duoc “vo trang”, cac khu truc co nay khi bi
cao xa ban 1én cling chi dugc quyén tra diia sau khi xin phép “dudi dat”; va theo ky trc
cua nhitng nguoi trong cudc, chua bao gio “dudi dat” cho phép!

* %k 3k

Tuy nhién, qua phoi ki€ém cac nguon tai liéu va ky rc cia mét so6 vi si quan KQ tirng nam
gilt cac chlrc vu quan trong trong nganh khu truc noi chung, Biét Poan 83 noi riéng,
ching t61 c6 thé di té1 két luan:

Trude sau Phi Boan 522 khong tryc thudc Biét Doan 83 nhung ciing khong phai 1a “mét
Phi Poan chi dugc thanh lap trén gidy to” nhu tac gia Byron E Hukee di viét trong cuén
USAF and VNAF A-1 Skyraider Units of the Vietnam War.

Phi Doan 522, do bai uy Nguyén Vin Tuong (Tuong “muyc”) lam vi Chi huy truong dau
tién, 1a mot thuc thé co to chirc nhéan sy, bang chimg 1a khi bi giai thé vao gitta nim 1966
dé chuan bi thanh "Phi Doan phan luc si€u thanh F-5 dau tién cia KQVN, ngoai mot sb
hoa tiéu duoc tuyen chon sang Hoa Ky xuyén hudn F-5, cac hoa tiéu con lai di duoc bd
sung cho cac Phi Poan khu truc khac; trong sd ndy c6 Dai ¢ ty Huynh Van Vui, nguyén
Chi huy pho, va bbn hoa tiéu ciia PD—522 1a Trung uy Nguyen Ngoc Thirc, Trung Gy
Nguyén Hitu Thuyét, Thiéu Gy Nguyén Pang Huén, Thiéu Gy Bui Dirc Nhan vé Phi Poan
520 ¢ Binh Thuy.

S& di ¢6 su khac biét, mau thuan trong cac tai liéu viét vé Biét Poan 83 va PP—522 1a vi
tinh cach khéac thuong, va bi mat, vé ca to6 chirc lan hoat dong cua Bi¢t Poan ndy — mot
don vi khong c6 trong so do to chuc cua quan chung Khong Quan VNCH.

Mot trong nhiing thi du dién hinh vé& sy mau thuan, va kho hiéu 1a mot tim hinh phé bién
trong cuébn USAF and VNAF A—1 Skyraider Units of the Vietnam War cua tac gia Byron
E Hukee, chup 16 hoa ti€éu khu truc VN mang phu hi€éu PD—-522 nhung lai dung trudc
mdt chiéc A—1 mang phu hiéu “Than Phong”, duoc tac gia cht thich “cac hoa tiéu khu
tryc ctia PP—522 thudc Biét Poan 83”, trong khi ciing chinh Byron E Hukee di viét trong
cudn sach nay:

“...‘ Mot ‘Phi Podn khu truc tan lap’ la Phi den 522 da dworc thc‘mh,ldp trén gid’y to
(nam trong t6 chirc cua Khong Doan 33 Chién Thudt o Tan Son Nhat) voi nhiém vy duy
nhat la dung tén ‘nhdn’ nhiing chiéc A—1 cua Hoa Ky roi giao cho Biét Poan 83...”

Mot nira thé ky da troi qua ké tir ngay Phi Poan 522 khu truc A—1 bj giai thé dé tré thanh
Phi Poan 522 “Than Ung” trang bi phan luc F-5, tiép theo Biét Poan 83 bi “x6a s6” vio
dau ndm 1968, van con nhiéu diéu chua dugc sang to. Cho nén trong bai viét nay chi co
thé két luan:
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Bié,t boi1 khu truc cua Biét Doan 83 va Phi Poan 522 khu truc 1a nhiing luc lugng tac
chién duoc thanh 1ap dé€ thi hanh nhirng phi vu dac biét, hoac bi mat.

2nd South Vietnam by Byron Hukee:
VNAF Sky 50 with the Am erican advisors in front of the $22nd of 83rd SAG
ww s -the marking on the engine cowl (in yellow) is Cuu Xung, which in
English means ‘e best of the best. The aircraft behind them Is loaded with M0 GP bombs.

Phi Poan 522 "Thidn Ung"

* Phi Doan 524 Thién Loi
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Ngay 15/9/1965, Phi Doan 524 “Thién L6i” duoc thanh 1ap tai Nha Trang, cling dugc
trang bi A—1 Skyraider. Chi huy truéng: Pai Gty Nguyén Quang Ninh.

Tién than ciia PD—524 1a mot Biét Poi cia PP—516 (Pa Nang), do Pai tiy Nguyén Quang
Ninh lam Biét doi trudng, dugce biét phai td1 Can Cu Khong Quan 92 (Pleiku), sau di
chuyén vé Nha Trang; trach nhiém yém tro Ving 2 Chién thuat, tir phia nam Quang Ngai
dén tan phia nam Phan Thiét (Binh Thuén).

Phi Doan 524 “Thién Lo

Thang 9/1965, PP-524 duoc thanh l4p voi thanh phan nong cbt 1a cac hoa tiéu cua Biét
Doi 516. Pai uy Nguyén Quang Ninh tr¢ thanh Chi huy truong Phi Doan. Cac vi Chi huy
truong/Phi doan truong ké tiép cia PP—524 1a Pai uy Piang Duy Lac, Pai Gy Pham Vin
Pham, Thiéu t4 Bui Gia Pinh, va vi sau cung la Trung t4 St Ngoc Ca.

[Sie chinh xdc vé cdp bdc ciia cdc vi chi huy trong timg thoi diém dwoc nhdc t6i trong bdi viét nay chi ¢6
gia tri twong doi; boi vi cac tai liéu deé lgi ciing nhu ky trc cua nguoi trong cugc trong nhiéu truong hop
da khong co sw thong nhat]

T6i ndm 1968, PP—524 tro thanh Phi Poan dau tién cia KQVN tiép nhan phan lyc co A—
37,

* Phi Doan 530 Thai Dwong

Cubi nam 1970, Phi Poan khu truc cudi cung cua KQVN trang bi A—1 Skyraider dugc
thanh Iap tai Pleiku: Phi Doan 530 “Thai Duong” (Jupiter), tryc thuc Khong Doan 72
Chién Thuat.

Vi¢c thanh 1ap mot Phi Doan khu truc canh quat vao lic KLVNCH da budc sang thoi ky
hién dai hdéa — PD-522 duoc trang bi F-5, cac Pb-516, 520, 524 thay A—1 bang A-37, va
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c6 thém hai Phi Poan A—37 tan 1ap (PP-526 “Satan” va PD—528 “H6 Cap”) — di nhién
phai c6 nguyén nhan dac biét cia no.

Nguyén nhan a ay 1a: tai vung Tay Nguyén vdi dia thé nui non hiém trg, thoi tiét xau quanh
nam, noi ¢ nhiéu can ct, tién don, va c6 mirc d6 giao tranh cao nhéat, A—1 Skyraider véi
kha nang oanh kich xa kich v0 cung chinh xac, voi trang bi bom dan hung hau, va voi
thoi gian bao ving lau hon, van 13 loai phi co 1y twong nhat trong nhiém vu yém tro tiép
can.

Vi Phi doan truéng dau tién ciia PD—530 1a Thiéu ta Lé B4 Dinh, xuat than Khoa 58A
Tran Duy Ky, trudc kia timg gitr chire Chi huy phé Pb-514.

Thanh phan nhan su dau tién ctia PD—530 gém 16 hoa tiéu trimng trai kinh nghiém toi tir
Bién Hoa: 8 cuia Pb-514, 8 cua Pb-518.

V& phi co, phan 16n 1a A—1 Skyraider cia hai don vi phi hanh dic biét cia Khong Luc
Hoa Ky ddn tra tai phi truong Nakhon Phanom, mién bic Thai—lan, 1a Phi Poan 22 Pic
Nhiém (22nd Special Operations Squadron, danh hiéu “Zorro”) va Phi Poan 602 Dac
Nhiém (602nd Special Operations Squadron, danh hiéu “Sandy”) ctng bi giai thé vao
nam 1970.

Phi Doan 530 "Thai Duong"

Cac hoa tifj:u gﬁa Pb-530, do Thiéu t4 Lé B4 Pinh cAm d‘ﬁu, dugc dua sang Nakhon
Phanom dé ti€p nhan nhiing chiéc A—1 no6i trén va bay vé Pleiku.

Hai doi Phi doan truong ké’ tiép ciia PD—530 1a Thiéu t4 Nguyén Vian Mudi (nguyén Phi
doan ph6 PP-514), va Thiéu ta Bach Dién Son.

% %k ok
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Nam 1974, vién tro quan su tai khoa 1974-1975 ctia Hoa Ky cho VNCH da bi Qubc Hoi
M§¥ cat giam chi con 300 triéu My kim cho ca QLVNCH (xin dua ra mot con s6 dé so
sanh: trudc do, trong tai khoa 1971—-1972, chi riéng vién trg cho KQVN di 1én t&i gan
500 tri¢u).

Trude tinh thé nay, KQVN da phai dong ctra mot sb can ctr va giam bot sd Biét Doi. Vé
phi co, do trinh trang thiéu bom dan, thiéu nhién liéu, thiéu phu tung thay thé, vao thang
9/1974, KQVN di phai cho dinh dong (dinh chi hoat dong) 224 phi co, trong sb nay co
toan bd luc luong khu truc canh quat, gé)m 61 chiéc A—1 Skyraider cuia PD-514, PB-518
0 Bién Hoa, va PD-530 & Pleiku.

Trude tinh trang “xép canh” ctia cic phi co, sau ndy mot s tac gia dd phai mia mai: Day
la khodng thoi gian duy nhat trong cudc chién 20 nam, KQVN... thing du hoa ti€u!

Giira thang 3/1975, sau khi Ban Mé Thu6t bi that thi, Quan Poan II duoc 1énh triét thoai
khoi Kontum va Pleiku vé viing duyén hai, Chuin tuéng Pham Ngoc Sang, Su doan

truong Su Poan 6 KQ, da chi dugc phia Quan Poan thong bao 1énh di tan trudc 48 tiéng
ddng ho, khi dich quan di gia ting t6i da cudong do phéo kich phi truong. Tt ca nhitng gi
ong c6 thé 1am chi 1a xin BTL/KQ cung cip phuong tién di chuyén binh si va gia dinh ho
ra khéi vung Itra dan; con 64 phi co dang b1 dinh dong hoac dang cho¢ stra chira, trong do
co6 toan bo A—1 Skyraider ciia PP—-530, da b1 bo lai vi khong ¢6 du thi gio chuén bi.

Téi dau thang 4/1975, v6i kha nang tiéu di¢t xe tdng, phdo binh dich, va yém tro tiép can
chinh xac, cac khu truc co A-1 cua hai Pb-514 va 518 ¢ CCKQ Bién Hoa da dugc cho
tai hoat dong dé yém trg phong tuyén Phan Rang, ti€p theo 1a mat tran Xuin Lc (Long
Khanh).

Sang ngay 16/4/1975, trong luc tan cong cac don vi cong san dang tién vao thi trdn Phan
Rang, Th1eu ta Tran ST Cong, PP—514, d4 bi ban roi va tir nan, duoc ghi nhan 13 “Phuong
Hoang” cudi cung hy sinh vi T6 Quéc.

Vao tuan 18 cudi cua thang 4/1975, vi phi trudng Bién Hoa bi phéo kich lién tuc, tinh
trang an toan cua phi dao khong dugc bao dam, tit ca cac loai phi co fixed—wing [canh
bay ) dinh] duoc di tan vé Tan Son Nhat hodc Can Tho, chi con lai lyc luong truc thang
cua KP43CT (céc tryc thang sau dé di tan vao dém 27/4/1975).

Céc phi vu tac chién cubi cung cua luc luong khu truc canh quat trong KLVNCH duogc

ghi nhén vao sang ngay 29/4/1975 trén khong phan thu dé Sai Gon. Hai chiéc A-1 cua

PP-518 do Pai iy Tran Van Phac (Phi Long 51) va Thiéu ta Truong Phung cat canh tir
Tan Son Nhat, va hai chiéc A—1 cia Pb-514 do Thiéu ta Ho Ngoc An (Phuong Hoang

11) va Pai ty Nguyén Tién Thuy vé tir Can Tho.
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Trong phi vu cudi cung nay, Thiéu ta Truong Phung — nguoi da tinh nguyén bay
“wingman” cho Dai iy Phuc vi thiéu hoa tiéu — da anh diing hy sinh va dugc ghi nhén la
hoa ti€u khu truc cudi cung cua PD-518, va cling la cua ca nganh khu truc KLVNCH dén
no nudc.

3. KHA NANG & THANH TiCH

KLVNCH lan luot st dung ba loai khu tryc canh quat khac nhau: F—8F Bearcat, T-28
Trojan, va A—1 Skyraider. Tuy nhién, vi F—8F va T-28 chi dugc st dung trong mot thoi
gian ngan lac ban dau, khi luc luong du kich quan cong san tai mién Nam VN chua 16n
manh, c6 thé néi luc luong tac chién chinh yéu cua KLVNCH trong thap nién 1960 chinh
la cac khu truc co A—1 Skyraider, va ké ca khi da budc sang thap nién 1970, cac phan luc
co F-5, A—37 d3 lam chu bau troi, A—1 van tiép tuc tao duoc nhitng thanh tich ma khong
mot loai phi co chién thuat duong thoi nao, ké ca canh quat 1an phan luc, co6 thé dat duoc
trong nhiém vy yém tro tiép can.

Nhi€u tac gia ngoai quoc nhan xét: chi téi sau khi dugce trao cho KLVNCH, A-1
Skyraider mai c6 co hoi chung té kha nang siéu viét va moi uu di€m cua no.

L

Cling can nhan manh, A—1 Skyraider khong duogc ché tao v&i muc dich chinh 1a nghénh
can (khong chién) nhu F-8F, no ciing khong phai mot phi co huin luyén duoc cai bién
thanh khu truc co & oanh tac co hang nhe nhu T-28, ma duoc ché tao véi muc dich chinh
1a tAn cong muc tiéu dudi mat dat, gdm yém tro tiép cin (close air support) va danh pha
hau tuyén dich (interdiction); cho nén n6 dugc trang bi mét dong co cuc manh, c6 kha
ning mang t&i 8000 can Anh vii khi bom dan, c6 vo giap that day dé bao vé cac vi tri
trong yéu chéng lai hoa luc tir mat dat, c6 kha nang bay cham va cé tam hoat dong xa
hon nhiéu loai phi co 1én hon.

“Tam hoat dong” khi a4p dung vao chién truong Viét Nam dong nghia v6i “thoi gian bao

vung”. Theo mot tai liéu vé chiéc A—1H cua Hai quan Hoa Ky, trén 1y thuyét n6 co6 thé &

trén troi 10 tiéng dong ho lién tuc, con theo mot tac gid trong KQVN, ciing 1a mot hoa
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tiéu khu truc ky cyu, nhimg phi vu cua 6ng trén A—1H thuong kéo dai toi 5 tiéng dong
ho.

“Thoi gian bao ving” 1au ciia A—1 ngoai viéc kéo dai thoi gian yém tro, con mang yéu t6
tam 1y, khién quan dich hoang mang, lo s¢, va quan ban gittr viing tinh than, béi ho biét
minh khong chién dau c6 don.

Nhung kha nang cua phi co chi la mot trong hai yéu td quyét dinh, yéu té con lai 1a tai ba
va nhiét huyét cua nguoi phi cong. Cuén Quén S Khong Quan VNCH (Lién Hoi Ai Huru
Khong Quan QLVNCH — Uc Chau, 2005) viét:

“...tai Can cu Hai Qudn LeMoore, San Diego, khi thuc tdp oanh kich, xa kich bc%ng bom
dan thdt, cdc hoa tiéu Viét Nam da gay ‘ton kém’ kha nhiéu cho don vi hudn luyén trong
viéc thay thé cdc muc tiéu (xe tang, choi, cong su...) bi ho pha huy!” (tr 57)

Vé murc do tin cong chinh xac, mot trong nhitng thi du dién hinh nhat 13 thanh tich cua
PP-518 tai mat Quang Tri trong Mua Hé b6 Lua 1972.

Ngay 4y, trudc viéc quan chinh quy cong san Bic Viét véi hang tram chién xa T-54 0 at
vugt Vung phi quén sy tién chiém tinh Quang Tri, va cac phan luc co A-37 cua
KLVNCH khong thé hoat dong hiru hi¢u vi thoi tiét x4u va khong c6 kha ning bay thap,
ngay 3/4/1972, bén Phi Tuan nang (g6m 16 chiéc A-1) ctia PP—518 6 CCKQ Bién Hoa
da dugc diéu dong ra tuyén dau.

Ngay ngay hom sau, 4/4/1972, gan mot chuc chién xa dich da bi cac hoa tiéu khu truc
loai khoi vong chlen trong do6 c6 3 chiéc 1a chién cong ctia Pai Gty Tran Thé Vinh. Chi
hai ngay sau, tong s6 chién xa bi Dai Gty Vinh tiéu diét dé Ién t61 hang chuc; va néu nguol
hoa tiéu khu truc tai ba 26 tudi ay khong hy sinh vao ngay 9/4/1972 sau khi ban ha chién
xa thtr 20, chéic chdn con s 4y con cao hon nira.

Cac hoa ti€u khac cua PD-518 cting dat duoc nhimg thanh tich dang n,é phuc, nhu Pai uy
Nguyén Ngoc Lanh véi 17 chién xa, Pai iy Truong Phung véi 15 chiéc...

* %k 3k

Trong hoan canh kho khan thiéu thdn, bén canh kha nang oanh kich, tac xa chinh xac, cac
hoa tiéu khu truc VN con phai tuy theo nhu cau chién truong doi héi va loai bom dan c6
trong tay (do Hoa Ky vién trg) ma trd tai bién ing.

“.. Sting dai bac 20mm c6 thé duy tri yém tro tir 30 phiit tré 1én, c6 khi chi bian méi lan
hai khau dé tiet kiéem dan dwoc, ma do chinh xdc thi rat cao, co thé nham ban ngay miii
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mot xuong ba la dé lam vo tung xuong thay vi ban thung xuong (VC sé trét lai). Muon dot
nha thi chi can ban dan lva vao nha bép chur khong can tha bom napalm.” (PhiPoan 1 Khu
Truc, Nguyén Quang Tri)

Nhung chi tai ba thi chua di ma can ¢ nhiét huyét, quyét tim bao vé 1y tuong Tu Do.

.. Chua bao gio chung toi duoc ching klén tinh than chién dau cuee ky hang say ciia cdc
canh chim Phuong Hoang vao nhirng dot tong cong kich Tét Mdu Than 1968... C6 nhiéu
anh da thi hanh dén bon phi vu trong ngdy roi ma van con tinh tdo tuc triuc quanh phong
hanh qudn, doi coi xem minh con c6 thé xen vao ché trong nao trén bang phi lénh nita
khong . (Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc, Phuwgng Hoang Kim Cuwong)

Nhiét huyét, quyét tim ay da duoc ca phia déng minh Hoa Ky kham phuc va tran trong.
Vao ngay 26/4/1965, PD—514 “Phuong Hoang” da hanh dién tré thanh don vi dau tién
trong QLVNCH dugc an thuong Huan chuong Tong théng Hoa Ky cho cép Pon vi
(Presidential Unit Citation), huan chuong cao quy nhat ctia Hoa Ky danh cho cac don vi
anh hung, déng thoi duoc mang day biéu chuong mau Bao Qudc Huan Chuong cua
QLVNCH.

Di nhién, PD-514 chi 1a mot dién hinh cua truyén thdng hao hung bét khuét trong cudc
chién dau bao v¢ qué huong mién Nam VN cua ca mot tap thé phi hanh trong KLVNCH,
tap thé cua nhirng chang phi cong khu truc coi céi chét nhe tua 16ng hong.

Hay thtr diém qua danh sach 13 ngudi trong “nhém Pham Pha Quéc” vao ngdy tan cudc
chién:

1 — Pham Pht Quéc (hy sinh trén A—1H trong phi vy Bac Phat)
2 — Nguyén Thé Long (tir nan trén F—8F trén song Nha Bé)

3 —-V0o Van St

4 — Nguyén Tan Si (hy sinh trén A—1H trong phi vu Bic Phat)
5 — Mac Kinh Dung (hy sinh trén A-1H trén chién truong mién Nam)
6 — Vii Khac Hué (hy sinh trén A—1H trong phi vu Béc Phat)

7 — Truong Dang Luong

8 — Lé Ngoc Dué

9 — Nguyén Dinh Nam

10 — Nguyén Hiru Bach

11 — Thai Van Duong

12 — V5 Van Xuan (tr nan trén F-8F tai mién Nam)

13 — Huynh Htru Bac (tir nan trén F-8F tai mién Nam).

Nhung bi tham — va bi hung — hon ca phai la nhiing gi dugc ghi lai trong héi ky cta Pho
D6 doc Kenneth E. Moranville, Tu 1énh qDé Tam Ham D¢i Hoa Ky, dat dai ban doanh tai
Tran Chau Cang, Ha—uy—di (vao thoi diém 1987).
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Pho D6 ddc Kenneth E. Moranville chinh 1a vi Hai quan Pai uy trach nhiém viéc xuyén
huén sau hoa tiéu A—1 Skyraider dau tién ctia Phi Poan 1 Khu Truyc tai Corpus Christi,
Florida vao gitta nam 1960. Téi dau thang 9/1960, sau khi nhitng chiéc Skyraider dau
tién dugc dua té1 Bién Hoa, Pai iy Moranville da sang Vi¢t Nam dé phu trach viéc
chuyén giao va xuyén huan tai chd cho nhiing hoa tiéu khac.

Cudi nim 1960, 6ng tré vé Hoa Ky. Chin nim sau ong tré lai Vinh Béc Viét trong chirc
vu S quan Hanh quéan cua mdt Phi Poan A—7 Corsair II trén mau ham. Sau nay, trong
cudn hoi ky cua minh c6 tya dé “In 19697, 6ng viét:

“Theo két qud co gdng tim hiéu ciia minh, t6i duoc biét trong tong sé 28 hoa tiéu ma téi
da bay chung, nay chi con duy nhdt mot Nnguoi song sét. Trong khi vao khodng thoi gian
16i ¢ Bién Hoa, mdt mat duy nhdt la cdi chét trén Bearcat ciia vi Chi huy trudng Phi
Doan (tiec Dai vy Luu Van Dirc — chi thich cua nguoi viét). Han la trong nhitng ndm
thang qua, cdc hoa tiéu Viét Nam da bay vé sé phi vu tdc chién.”

Sau cung, khong thé khong nhéc t&i chién dich “Béc Phat” cua luc luong khu truc trong
KLVNCH, véi trén 30 phi vu oanh kich quy md, do cac hoa ti€u A—1 thuc hién tai mién
Bic tir diu nam 1965 t6i dau ndm 1966 (chua ké nhirng phi vu tudn tham vo trang, rai
truyén don...), nham vao cac doanh trai, dai ra—da, kho vii khi dan duoc, ciu céng duong
X4, va ca phi truong Dong Hi...

Trung t4 Pham Pht Qudc, Tu 1énh Khong Doan 23 Chién Thuét (Bién Hoa) va 5 hoa tiéu
khu truc vu ti khac — Dai iy Nguyeén Hiru Chén, cac Trung 0y Vi Khac Hué, Nguyén
Tan Si, va hai Thi€u ity Nguyén Dinh Quy, Nguyén Thé Té — da hy sinh trong chién dich
nay.

Téng két danh sach hoa tiéu khu tryc da hy sinh trong cudc chién 20 nam 14 viéc bat kha
thi. Cho nén chi c6 thé viét mot cach ngan gon:

Néu trong cudc chién bao vé Iy tuong Ty Do tai mién Nam VN, Khong Quan da duoc ghi
nhén l1a quan binh chung co ty I¢ si quan dén ng nudc cao nhét, thi cling co thé suy ra,
trong tong sb si quan Khong Quan da hy sinh a ay, hoa tiéu khu truc chiém ty 1¢ cao nhat.
Luu Vin Pic, Pham Phu Quéc, Nguyén Hiru Chén, Tran Thé Vinh, Pham Vin Théng,
Tran Si Cong, Truong Phung... Chi 1a mot s6 tén tudi dién hinh trong s6 hang trim hoa
tiéu d4 tinh nguyén phuc vu trong nganh khu truc, va di bo minh vi ly tuéng “T6 Québc —
Khong Gian”.

(Hét Phan I — Nganh Khu Truc Canh Quat)

NGUYEN HUU THIEN
Melbourne, Australia, thang 11/2016
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CHU THICH:

(1) Ong Nguyén Vin Hinh 1a con trai ciia Tha tuéng Nguyén Vin Tam, sinh nam 1915 tai M§ Tho, Pinh
Tudng. Nam 1936, 6ng gia nhap Khong Quan Phap, dugc theo hoc khoa 2 tai Truong VO Bi Khong
Quan Phép (Salon—de—Provence). Trong thdi gian D& Nhj Thé Chién, 6ng chi huy mot Lién Phi Poan
Oanh tac, bay phi co B-26 “Marauder” dong tai Blida, Algeria, phuc vu duéi co Phap Quéc Tu Do do
Tuong De Gaulle 1anh dao.

Ong da thi hanh nhleu phi vu oanh tac tai mién Nam nuéc Y do quan Pic Qubc X4 chiém déng, va rat
dugc nguoi Phap né trong. Sau Dé Nhi Thé Chién, ong chuyén sang nganh vén tai, giit chirc Chi huy
trudng Phi Boan GT 2/62 Franche—Comté.

Phi Poan nay t6i don tra tai Bién Hoa nim 1949. Qua nam 1950, 6ng xin ra khoi Khong Quan Phap dé
gift chirc Tong Thu ky Bo Qubc Phong cua Viét Nam Qudc Gia méi duoc thanh lap (B truong 1a BS
Phan Huy Quat). Nam 1952, ong dugc Qudc trudong Bao Pai thing cap dic cach tir trung ta 1én thiéu
tudng, tro thanh vi Tong tham muu trudng dau tién cuia Quan Doi Qudc Gia VN, tién than cia
QLVNCH.

(2) Trugce sau, Phi Boan 1 Khu Tryc (PD-514 Phuong Hoang) c6 10 doi Chi huy truéng/Phi doan
truong, gdm cac vi sau ddy (v6i cap bac vao luc bat dau dam trach chie vu):

1 — Pai Gty Huynh Hiru Hién, 1956
2 — Pai Gty Ha Xuan Vinh, 1958

3 —Pai uy Luu Vin Duc, 1959

4 — Pai uy Nguyén Quang Tri, 1960
5 —Dai uy V0 Xuan Lanh, 1963

6 — Pai iy V& Van Si, 1964

7 — Trung Gy Ché Vin Nghia, 1965
8 — Pai uy Hoang Thanh Nha, 1967
9 — Pai ty Dan Hoai Buu, 1970

10 — Thiéu ta Duong Ba Trat, 1974.

(3) C6 hai gia thuyét vé nguyén nhan gay ra cai chét ctia Pai uy Luu Vin Duc: tht nhat khung phong
phi co qua cti dua t61 vi€e canh phai bi gay; thir hai, dan dai bac 20ly bi ket va phat nd trong 6 sung da
lam gay canh phi co. Mot s6 ngudi con dua ra gia thuyét thir ba: phi co bi dich ban ha bang sung phong
hda tién. Mot sy trung hop véi gia thuyet thir ba Ia sau d6 khong 1au, mot toan tuan tidu cia QLVNCH
khi t&i duoc chd phi co b rét, da tim thidy mot xac nguoi chay den trong tay con 6m khau sung phong
hda tién (bazooka), canh d6 1a nhitng méanh vun ctia x4c phi co. Tuy nhién, vé sau cac vién chirc diéu tra
dd khong c6 dua dir kién dé di t6i mot két luan chinh thirc vé nguyén nhan gay ra tai nan.

(4 Mot s tac gia khi viét vé T-28 da viét rang “Trojan” 1a tén goi kiéu huén luyén, “Nomad” 1 tén goi
kiéu vo trang. Viét nhu thé 14 khong chinh xac!

“Trojan” 1a tén nguyén thily va chinh thirc ctia T-28, ké ca loai sir dung dé huan luyén 14n loai dugc cai
bién thanh khu truc — oanh tac co hang nhe. Chi c6 mdt s6 nhé T—28A khi dugc cai bién dé sir dung
trong Chuong trinh Vién tro Phong thu Hd twong (MDAP) méi c¢6 tén “Nomad”; con lai tat ca cac loai
T-28 khac, trong d6 c6 loai T-28D cua Phi Poan 1 Cam Tt (Hoa Ky) va Phi Poan 2 Khu Truc (VN)
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déu duoc goi 1a “Trojan”. Con trong hd so, van kién chinh thtc cia Hoa Ky, tat ca moi kiéu T-28 déu
mang tén “Trojan”.

(5) Cung véi cudn USAF and VNAF A-1 Skyraider Units of the Vietnam War cua tac gia Byron E
Hukee, m¢i day NT Tran B4 Hoi, nguoi tung phuc vu tai Bi¢t Poan 83, va NT Nguyén Ngoc Khoa
(Khoa “den”), nguyén Chi huy truéng Biét Poan 83 (sau khi Thiéu t4 Luu Kim Cuong xudng Can Tho
thanh 1ap Biét Poan 74, tién than cua Khéng Poan 74 Chién Thuét vao diu nam 1964), cling x4c nhan
PD-522 khong c6 trong to chitc ciia Biét Poan 83, ddng thoi danh xung tiéng Anh ctia Biét Poan 1a
“83rd Special Air Group” (SAG) chir khong phai “83rd Special Operations Group” (SOG) nhu tac gia
Robert C Mikesh d3 viét trong cudn Flying Dragons.

Ciing nén biét, trong quan doi Hoa Ky ba chit viét tit SOG 1a thay cho Studies and Observations Group,
mdt don vi da nang dac biét toi mat cua Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam, truc thugc MACYV, thuong dugce goi méot
cach day du 1a MACV-SOG.

Trang mang Wikipedia viét:

“Established on 24 January 1964, the unit (MACV-SOG) conducted strategic
reconnaissance missions in the Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam), the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam), Laos, and Cambodia; carried out the capture of
enemy prisoners, rescued downed pilots, and conducted rescue operations to retrieve
prisoners of war throughout Southeast Asia, and conducted clandestine agent team
activities and psychological operations.”

Trong sd nhitng sé don vi phi hanh cia KLVNCH timng hop tac véi MACV-SOG, nodi
tiéng nhat phai 1a Phi Poan 219 Long M4, call sign “King Bee”, chuyén nghé tha Biét
Kich va cap ctru cac phi hanh doan 1am nan. Nam 1972, cing véi viéc Hoa Ky rat quan
khoi VN, MACV-SOG bj giai thé.

NT Tran B4 Hoi hién van con gitr dugc phu hi¢u “SAG” cua Bi¢t Doi khu truc thudc Biét
Doan 83 ma cac phi cong mang trén vai 40 bén phai, c6 hang chit “THE LAST REAL
FIGHTERS - 83 SAG”; tac gia cua phu hi¢u nay 1a NT Nguyén Quoc Phién.
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V& nhan sy cua Biét Poan 83, NT Tran B4 Hoi cho biét nguyén van nhu sau:

“Phi cong van tai, quan sat, truc thang, va khu truc déu tir cac don vi trong KLVNCH
thuyén chuyén vé BP 83. Nhung tit ca déu qua 10i yéu cau hoic phai duoc sy dong ¥ ctia
Chi huy truéng hodc Truong phong Hanh quan BP 83. Sau khi di tryc thudc BD rdi thi
cac phi cong s& qua mot chuong trinh hudn luyén dic biét dé thi hanh nhitng loai phi vu
theo nganh ctia duong sy... Riéng Biét Bd1 Khu Truc BD 83 thi ngay thoi gian khéi su
dugc Hudn Luyén Vién Hai Quan Hoa Ky (US Naval Air Commando) huén luyén tai
Viét Nam bang phi co A—1H...

Mot s6 phi cong khu truc nhu Trung uy Pham Phu Quoc (khong thudc BD 83), Thiéu uy
Nguyén Hitu Bach, Thiéu ay Nguyén Vin Long, Thleu iy Nguyén Qudc Thanh... bay
thue tap nhimg phi vu truy kich voi phi co A-1H, can nhitng sy chinh x4c vé thoi gian,
hudng bay, va cao do thap, cach mat dat hodc mat bién do ching 50 feet cho ban ngay va
200 feet cho ban dém qua Radar Altimeter, tirc 1 cao do chinh x4c tir mat dat toi bung
phi co, cit canh lac t& md sang dé bay tip nhimg phi vu ndy dé sin sang thi hanh nhiing
phi vu cam tur trong tuong lai, nhung chuong trinh nay da bi hiy bo.

Huy hiéu Than Phong trén than phi co va chit Ctru Strng Ctru Sach, v.v. hai bén nap day
dong co (cowling) cua phi co A—1H thudce Biét Doi Khu Truc cua BD 83 la do sang kién
cua anh Nguyén Huy Cuong (Cuong khao), mot Phi tuan trudng khu truc thuge BD 83.”

* %k ok

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO:

— Quan Sir Khong Quan VNCH (Lién Hoi Ai Hiru Khong Quan — Uc Chau, 2005)
— Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc, Nguyén Quang Tri

— Phi Doan 1 Khu Tryc, Phi BPoan 518 Phi Long, Phuong Hoang Kim Cuong

— Phi Poan 2 Khu Truc, Tran Ba Hoi
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— So luoc vé sy thanh 1ap cac don vi Khong Quan, Tran Manh Khoi

— South Vietnamese Air Force, Jim Mesko

— Flying Dragons, Robert C Mikesh

— USAF and VNAF A-1 Skyraider Units of the Vietham War, Byron E Hukee.

KO Nguyén Hitu Thi¢n
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PHAN II - NGANH PHAN LUC

1. BOI CANH CHINH TRI & THOI CUQC

Nganh Phan Luc trong Khong Lyc Viét Nam Cong Hoa (KLVNCH) duoc hinh thanh vao
nam 1965, khoi dau caa thoi ky hién dai hoéa QLVNCH noéi chung, KLVNCH néi riéng.

Tré lai v6i nhitng nam dau thap nién 1960, mic du Trung Uong Pang cong san Viét
Nam, luc d6 con nap dudi danh xung “Dang Lao Dong Viét Nam”, dé cho thanh lap Mat
Tran Dan Toc Giai Phong Mién Nam dé lam binh phong cho cudc xam luge mién Nam
ctia cong san Bic Viét, Hoa Ky van chi dong vai tro ¢d van, vién tro quin su cho
QLVNCH ¢ mtrc 6 han ché, va trang bi nhiing loai vii khi twong ddi lac hau so voi
nhimng gi Quan P6i Nhan Dan ciia CSBV nhén duoc tir khdi cong san qudc té.

Phai do1 téi ndm 1964, thoi gian dugce ghi nhan 1a budc ngoat trong chién tranh Viét
Nam. Viéc Viét cong trong Nam mé nhitng tran danh quy mo, ddm mau, dé)ng loat tAn
cong cac co so cua Hoa Ky, cung voi viéc CSBV m6 rong chién tranh sang cac quéc gia
lang giéng, dua cac Su Poan quan chinh quy xam nhap lanh thé mién Nam, da khlen Hoa
Ky phai thay d6i chinh sach: tir vai tro ¢ van nhay vao vong chién, d6 quén 1én mién
Nam, tan cong mién Bac. Tir day, cudc chién tré nén toan dién, dai dang, va khong 16i
thoat.

Céc nha binh luan thoi cudc sau nay da quy trach cho chinh sach thiéu dat khoat cua

chinh pha Johnson, thuong dugc ménh danh 1a chinh sach “cii ca—rbt va cay gay”, da dan
dua té1 trinh trang bé tac noi trén.
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VNAF A—1

Trong bdi canh 4y, viéc Hoa Ky mai t6i nam 1965 méi bat dau hién dai héa QLVNCH da
duoc xem la khd mudn. Khong chi mudn ma con thi€u tinh cach tan tam tan lyc.

Theo c4c nha binh ludn néi trén, va cling 1a nhan dinh cua quan dan mién Nam sau nay
khi nhin lai cudc chién, cong viéc hién dai hoéa mudn mang éy c6 muc dich trin an quan
dan mién Nam hon 13 thyc tdm giup QLVNCH c6 di kha ning dong vai tro quyét dinh
trén chién truong, trong mdt cudc chién ma Hoa Ky da gianh quyén lanh dao, v&1 mot luc
lwong khong 16, tudng nhu vo dich.

Chinh vi thé, t6i khi 6ng Richard Nixon 1én thay ong Lyndon Johnson trong chirc vu
Téng théng Hoa Ky, va dé ra chuong trinh “Viét Nam héa” chién tranh, trao lai trach
nhiém cho ngudi Viét dé rit quan vé nudc cang sdm cang tot, ngudi My da khong con thi
gio dé chuyén giao chién cu mot cach chu dao, noi gi toi vige huin luyén!

Nhung du sao chang nita, qua chuong trinh hién dai hoa, QLVNCH ciing da chung to
duoc quyét tim chong cong, kha nang tiép thu, tai bién tng, tan dung moi diéu kién
khach quan dé truéng thanh vé moi mit, ngd hau du stc bao vé mién Nam VN, du c6 hay
khong c6 su hién dién cua dong minh Hoa Ky. Y chi sit da d6 da duoc thé hién, su
trwong thanh d6 da duoc chirmg minh qua viéc dap tan cudc tong tin cong ciia quan cong
san trong Tét Mau Than 1968.

Riéng KLVNCH, trong khoang thoi gian bon nim ngin ngui ay (1965-1969), di budc

nhimg budc that dai va vimg chac dé tré thanh mot khong luc hién dai, da nang, va
chuyén nghi¢p bac nhat & ving Bong Nam A.
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VNAF A-37

Dang ké nhat 1a viéc hién dai hoa véi céc loai phi co phan lyc B-57, F-5, va A-37 dé
thay thé (phan ,lé'n) cac phi co canh quat A—1, mot loai khu truc tuy rat hl?:u hiéu trong
chién tranh chong du kich nhung cham chap, khong con thich tng voi diéu kién chién
truong.

k %k ok

Tro lai vo1 nam 1964, sau khi xay ra vu khu truc ham Maddox ctia Hai Quan Hoa Ky bi
céc ngu 16i dinh ctia CSBV tan cong ngoai khoi vinh Bic Biét ngay 2/8/1964, dua toi
viéc Hoa Ky oanh tac tra dua (5/8/1964) va Quéc Hoi Hoa Ky thong qua Nghi Quyet
bong Nam A (Southeast Asia Resolution) ngay 7/8/1964 trao quyén han tuyét dbi cho
Téng théng trong viéc tAn cong Bic Viét ma khong can tuyén chién, CSBV chang nhimng
d khong to ra nao ning ma con dua 50 chién d4u co phan luc MiG tir Trung cong vé don
tra tai phi truong Phuc Yén, va ra 1énh cho Su Poan 325 chinh quy chuyén quan vao
Nam theo dudng mon H6 Chi Minh...

Trong bdi canh chinh tri va tinh hinh quan sy ndi trén, cac phan lyc co ctia Khong Luc
Hoa Ky da dugc dua to1 Viét Nam; va ti€p theo, KQVN ciing bat dau duogc hién dai hoa.

2. OANH TAC CO B-57 CANBERRA
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VNAF B—57 Canberra

Néu khong ké cac chuyén tham viéng than hiru (phi dién trong cac Dai Ho6i Khong Quén)
cua cac loai F—100, F—102 thi B—‘57 duoc ghi nhan 1a loai phan lyc co dau tién cua Khong
Luc Hoa Ky to61 hoat dong tai mién Nam VN.

Thuec ra trude d6 da c6 mot sb phan lyc co trinh sat RF—101 “Voodoo” va nghénh can F—
102 “Delta Dagger” to1 Vi¢t Nam nhung vi chi hoat dong trong mdt thoi gian rat ngan
nén khong dugc chinh thirc ghi nhan.

Trude hét néi vé RF—101. Do nhu cau theo ddi hoat dong ciia CSBV, ngay 18/10/1961,
mot Phi DPo1 dac nhiém c6 bi danh “Pipe Stem” gém bdn phan luc co trinh sat RF-101C
thudc Phi Poan 15 Trinh Sat Chién Thuat (15th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron) cta
Khong Lyc Hoa Ky don tra tai Okinawa da dugc dua téi Tan Son Nhét. Trong 31 ngay
tiép theo d6, cac phi co nay da thyc hién tong cong 67 phi vu khong tham trén Canh
Pong Chum (Plain of Jars) thudc lanh th Lao va mot phan duong mon H6 Chi Minh,
trude khi phai rat di vi ¢6 su khiéu nai cia CSBV vé6i Uy Ban Qubc Té Kiém Soat Dinh
Chién. Nhiém vu ctia Phi Doi “Pipe Stem” sau d6 di duoc tiép ndi bai Phi Doi “Able
Mabel”, g6m bon chiéc RF—101C ctia Phi Poan 45 Trinh Sat Chién Thuét tir Nhat Ban
tGi d6n tra tai phi trudng Don Muang, Thai Lan.
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USAF F—102A Delta Dagger

V& phan céc phan luc co nghénh can F-102 “Delta Dagger” thi chi don tra tai Viét Nam
mdt tuan 1& duy nhat. Nguyén vao hai ngay 19 va 20/3/1962, dai kiém bao Peacock &
Pleiku d4 phat hién nhiing song ra—da la tai mién Nam, dua toi gia thuyét cac phan luc co
MiG hodc phi co van tai cia khdi Cong c6 thé da xam nhap khong phan mién Nam. Theo
yéu cu ciia Tong théng Ngo Pinh Diém thong qua Dai st Nolting, D6 déc Harry Felt,
Téng tu 1énh Luc Luong Hoa Ky tai Thai Binh Duong (CINPAC) d lap ttrc ra 1énh dua
bon chiéc F-102 tir cin ctr khong quan Clark, Phi-luat-tan téi Tan Son Nhat.

Tuy nhién sau mot tuan 18 khong thay (dong tinh gi, bbn chiéc F~102 ndi trén da bay tro
vé Phi—ludt—tan (sau nay khi cudc chién leo thang, Khong Luc Hoa Ky dé dua nguyén
mdt Phi Poan F—102 téi don trd tai can ctr khong quan Pa Ning dé de phong trudong hop
céc phan lyc co MiG ctaa CSBV liéu linh xAm pham khong phan mién Nam).

Té6i day viét vé B—57 “Canberra”. Canberra nguyén 13 loai oanh tac co phan lyc dau tién
ctia Anh qudc duoc dem vao sir dung, do hang English Electric ché tao, va duoc hing
Martin rap nhuong quyén tai Hoa Ky dé str dung trong Khong Quan Chién Thuét tir nim
1954 téi 1972, gdm hai kiéu oanh tac (B—57) va trinh sat (RB-57).

Dau thang 5/1963, hai chiéc RB-57E — loai cai tién duogc trang bi may chup khong anh ¢
miii — cia Phi D61 Trinh Sat 609 t&1 don trh tai Tan Son Nhat dé thuc hién céc phi vu
khong tham.

Con viéc dua cac oanh tac co B-57 sang Viét Nam t&i dau nam 1964 méi dugc cac gidi
chirc Khong Quén Hoa Ky nghi t61, khi lyc lugng phi co cia Phi Boan 1 Cam Tir (ACS.1
trong chuong trinh Farm Gate) xudng t6i murc tham hai nhat. Thang 2 nam d6, c6 thém
hai chiéc khu truc T—28 bi hda luc dich ban ha, va toan bd oanh tac co B-26 cua Phi
Poan nay bi cho nam u vi khung phong da qua cii, mét an toan. Trudc tinh trang d6, Dai
tuéng Jacob Smart, Tu 1énh Khéng Luc Thai Binh Duong (PACAF) dé nghi dua mot Phi
Poan oanh tac co B-57 sang Viét Nam, nhung da bi BJ truéng Quéc Phong Robert
McNamara bac bo, va thay vao d6 chi tai trang bi Phi Poan 1 Cam Tt bang céac phi co
A—1H va A—1E Skyraider.
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Phai doi téi sau khi xdy ra vu cac ngu 161 dinh ctia Bic Viét tan cong khu truc ham
Maddox cua Hai Quan Hoa Ky ngay 2/8/1964, cac oanh tac co B—57 méi duoc phdi tri
tai Viét Nam: ngay 4/8/1964, 20 chiéc B-57 thudc hai Phi Poan 8 va 13 Oanh Tac (8th
Bombs Squadron, 13th Bombs Squadron), méi tir Nhat Ban téi don tra tai CCKQ Clark,
Phi—luat—tan, da duoc 1énh di chuyén t6i Bién Hoa trong thoi han ngan nhét.

USAF 8th Bombs Squadron's B—57

Nhiing gi xay ra sau d6 cho thay ngay tur lic ban dau, da c6 nhiing “di€m xau” vé sy hién
dién cua loai phan lyc co nay tai Vi¢t Nam.

Hai muoi chiéc B—57 ndi trén dugce chia ra lam nim Phi D6i, mdi Phi Ddi bon chiée, 1an
luot cat canh. Pap xudng mot phi truong xa la dudi troi mua tam ta, mot chiéc khong roi
khoi phi dao (runway) kip thoi nén da bi chiéc dap ké t1ep (bi hu thing!) dung phai, két
qua mot chiée bi phé thai; mot chiéc khac khi cham dat d3 bi bé ca hai banh va nam ket
cimg gitra phi dao, kh1en tat ca nhimg chiéc con lai phai doi huéng dé dap xudng Tan
Son Nhit, va trong sd nay da c6 mot chiéc khong bao gid t6i dich: no bi rét trong mot
khu vuc do Viét cong kiém soat, vi thé nguyén nhan gay ra tai nan ciing khong bao gid
duoc xac dinh!

Nhung du sao, gitra chiéc B-57 va chiéc B-26 (da bi cho nam u) cling khac xa nhau mot
tro1 mdt vuc. Cho nén vi¢c Hoa Ky dua B—57 t61 chién truong Viét Nam mang mot y
nghia va tam quan trong dac biét.

Duogc trang bi hai dong co phan luc vai suc déy 72001bs mdi bén, B-57 c6 thé dat van téc
t6i da 777km/gid, va c6 tim hoat dong 3200km. Trang bi rat hung hau, gdm tam nong dai
lién 50 hodc bdn nong dai bac 201y, c6 thé mang 8000 can Anh (3600kg) bom trong
khoang bung va duéi hai canh; c¢6 kha ning mang tam hda tién 5—inch hay 28 hoa tién
2.75-inch, va néu str dung ca “rack” & hai bén canh, tong sd hoa tién s& 1én gip doi.
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Rét tiéc, cho t6i luc d6, mic du Hai Quan Hoa Ky va CSBV da dung d6 nhau ngoai khoi
vinh Béc Viét, cac nha lanh dao Hoa Ky van con e ngai s& vi pham diéu khoan cua Hiép
Pinh Genéve 1954 cdm hai phe khong dugc dua vii khi “méi” vao VN, cho nén nhing
oanh tac co B=57 cii k§ noi trén da phai chd thém 6 thang nira, khi Hoa Ky quyét dinh
tham chién truc tiép tai mién Nam VN, m&i duoc xut tran 1an dau.

Nguyén vao dém 1/11/1964, trong luc cac gidi chirc chi huy dang du tiéc mung ky niém
1 nam “Cach mang thanh cong” (dao chanh lat d6 TT Ng6 Pinh Diém), Viét cong da
phao kich phi truong Bién Hoa, gay thiét hai va thuong vong dang ké.

Trong s6 20 chiéc B—57 d4u sat canh c6 nam ghiéc bi thiéu hity hoan toan, 15 chiéc con
lai déu bi hu hai, mot truc tl}éng Hoa Ky va bon khu truc A—1H ctia KQVN ciing bi thiéu
hiy. Bon quan nhan My chét va 72 nguoi khac bi thuong.

Sau do, Tu 1énh MACYV, Tong tu 1énh Luc Luong Thai Binh Duong (CINCPAC), Dai str
Hoa Ky tai Sai Gon, va ca Téng tham muu truong Quén Do1 Hoa Ky déu yéu cau Tong
thong J ohnson cho phep tan cong CSBV dé tra diia, nhung 6ng Johnson da tur chéi vi
cudc bau ctr tong thong sdp t6i, ong khong mudn gia ting cudng do chién tranh, khién cur
tri phai lo ngai.

Trudc do, Bo téng tham muu Quan P61 Hoa Ky da chuan bi sin mot ké hoach tra diia dai
quy md nhu sau: mo dau 1a cudc khong tap kéo dai tir 24 t6i 36 tiéng dong h6 vao lanh
thd Lao (nhiing noi bo do1 CSBV tri dong hodc muon duong xam nhép mién Nam), va
mé cac cudc tuan tham & cao do thap trén lanh tho Bic Viét tir vi tuyén 19 trd vao Nam
nham bao dam an toan cho quian My d6 bo 1én mién Nam dé bao vé cic cin ctr va co sO
ctia Hoa Ky tai day; tiép theo 1a ba ngay oanh tac lién tuc ctia cac siéu phéo dai bay B—52
nham vao phi trudng Phac Yén (noi cat ddu khoang 50 phan luc MiG-15 va MiG—17) va
cac kho nhiéu liéu chung quanh Ha Noi, Hai Phong. Sau do, muc tiéu s€ 1a cac co s¢
quan su va k¥ nghé cua Bic Viét, va céc duong xam nhap cua bd doi chinh quy Bic Viét
tir Lao vao mién Nam.

Thoi gian ndy, luc luong khong phong (air defense) ctuia Bic Viét chua dang ké, chi c6 50
phan luc MiG-15, MiG—17, va trong sb cac phi truong, ngoai phi trudng Phuc Yén dang
duoc hoan tat, chi c6 phi trudng Gia Lam (Ha Noi) va Cat Bi (Hai Phong) c6 thé sir dung
cho phan luc. Vé phong khong (anti—aircraft), Bic Viét chi c6 khoang 700 sung du loai,
va chua hé co hoa tién dia—khong. Hé thong ra—da chi gdm khoang 20 may bao dong
(warning set), khong c6 kha nang kham pha phi co thdm nhap tir xa.

Tom lai, mot cuge khong tap cua Khong Luc Hoa Ky vao thoi diém nay s€ khong gap

mot strc khang cy dang ké nao, néu khong mudn néi nhu danh vao chd khéng ngudi.

Theo quan diém cua D6 doc Ulysses Sharp, Téng tu 1énh Luc Luong Thai Binh Duong

(CINPAC), nhitng cudc khong tip mién Bic vao thoi gian ndy sé& tao ap luc khién Béc
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Viét phai ngung, hay it ra cling giam bdt hoat dong xam luoc mién Nam. Rat tiéc viéc d6
da khong xay ra. Hay viét cach khac, mii tim nam sau ké hoach tra diia nay méi dugc
dem ra thyc hi¢n dudi thoi TT Nixon (Operation Linebacker II), khi ma CSBV da c6 da
thoi gian tao dung mot hé thong phong khong hung hau va hiru hiéu bac nhat thé giéi!

* %k 3k

To1 day viét vé viéc hién dai héa KLVNCH. Thuyc ra, yéu cau trang bi phi co phan luc
cho KQVN di dugc Tong théng Ngb Dinh Diém dua ra tir ndm 1960, khi ¢6 nhu cau
thay thé cac phi co F-8F Bearcat qua cii k¥, nhung di bi phia Hoa Ky lién tiép bac bo vi
khong mudn vi pham cac diéu khoan ciia Hiép dinh Genéve 1954 (1)

Tuy nhién téi ndm 1964—1965, trudc viée bd doi chinh quy ctia CSBV 6 at xAm nhap
mién Nam, 1y do tir chdi noi trén khong con dimg ving; va mac dia mot sb gisi chac My
van lo ngai VNCH c6 thé s& sur dung phan luc tam xa B—57 dé tin cong mién Béc, chinh
phu Hoa Ky di chéap thuan trang bi loai oanh tac co phan lyc nay cho KQVN.

Ngay 1/8/1965, bao Anh ngit Saigon Sunday Post chay tit trén trang nhat: “B—57
Bombers for VNAF”.

Ban tin cho biét “KQVN s& tiép nhan nhimg chiéc phi co phan luc dau tién”, va “bdn
chiéc oanh tac co B-57 s€ dugc chuyén giao cho KQVN trong nay mai”.

Nhung trén thyc té, chuong trinh chuyén giao B—57 cho KQVN di duoc céc gidi chirc
Khong Quan Hoa Ky bi mat khoi sy tr hon mét nam trude do.

Thang 5/1964, tic 1a khoang mét thang sau khi cac phi co B-57 cua hai Phi Poan 8 va 13
Oanh Tac cuia Khong Luc Hoa Ky tur Nhat Ban duoc dua to1 tri dong tai Phi-luét—tan,
qua sy “dan xép” gitta cac gidi chirc nay voi chinh quyén Phi-ludt—tan, ba s quan KQVN
da dugc dua téi CCKQ Clark dé dugc hudn luyén bay phi co B-57B, gom Dai Gy
Nguyén Ngoc Bién, Pai ity Nguyén Vian Tudng, va Dai uy Nguyén Vin Long.

Vén 1a nhitng phi céng khu truc day dan kinh nghiém, kho khin duy nhat déi véi ba
nguoi chi 1a dang lai phi co canh quat (A—1 Skyraider) véi banh 141 & dudi (tail-dragging)
nay chuyén sang phi co phan lyc B-57 voi banh 1ai ¢ mii (tricycle landing gear). Theo
161 ké lai cua Dai uy Don Nation, nguoi trach nhiém chwong trinh xuyén huan, sau khi
nam vimg nguyén tic moi, ba si quan néi trén da ching to ho 1 nhimg phi cong thuong
thang.

Pot huin luyén thur hai thay vi t6 chirc & Phi—luat—tan, da dién ra ngay tai CCKQ Tan
Son Nhat vi mot nguyén nhan dic biét: ba si quan duoc xuyén huan chinh 1a Chuan
tuéng Nguyén Cao Ky, Tu 1énh KQVN, Dai ta Nguyén Ngoc Loan, Tu 1énh pho, va
Thiéu ta Vii Thuong Vin, Chi huy truéng Trung Tam Hanh Quan KQ.
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L& chuy&n giao ba oanh tac co
B—57 diu tién cho KQVN tai TAn Son Nhat

Hon mot nam sau, ngay 9/8/1965, 18 chuyén giao ba oanh tac co B-57 dau tién cho
KQVN d3 dién ra tai Tan Son Nhét. {t 1au sau d6, vao ngay 20/9/1965, cac khoa thuc tap
tac chién trén B—57 da duoc bat dau tai CCKQ Clark, danh cho nhitng phi cong da xuyén
huén trén B—57 trude kia nhu Thiéu t4 Nguyén Ngoc Bién (mo1 dugc thang cap), Dai Gy
Nguyen Vian Long, ciing nhu cac phi cong mai sang xuyén huén dot sau. Dot méi nay
gdm sau phi cong, sau toi thiéu 40 phi xuét véi 70 gid bay, ho s& duoc xac dinh kha ning
bay trén B—57. Sau d6 méi budc sang giai doan thyc tap tac chién.

Sau ndy, Pai Gy Don Nation ké lai:

“Vi ho déu la nhitng phi cong voi nhzeu nam kinh nghiém chién truong, khi budc sang
giai doan thye tdp tdc chién, t6i cho rang ho da day chung toi chir khong phai ching t6i
day ho!... Téi con nhé ngay dé Pai iy Long dd khién (hudn luyén vién) Harry Zahn phdi
chodng vang véi ky thudt nhao xuong danh bom ciia éng. Trdi bom thir nhdt ciia 6ng tha
cach muc tiéu khodng 150 mét, trdi thir hai tring phéc. Khi dwoc héi vé viée tha trdi thir
nhat trat muc tiéu — mét cach cé tinh ma ai ciing thd’y ro — ong giai thich mot cach ty tin:
“Trdi thir nhat dé dich hoang so chay dén vé phia muc tiéu, sau dé minh méi gom hét!™

Dot tiép theo gdm 12 phi cong, 12 diéu hanh vién, va mdt s6 nhan vién ky thuat. Sau khi
viéc hudn luyén hoan tat, cac nhan vién nay tro vé VN phuc vu tai Biét Bd1 615 mo1 duogc
thanh 14p tai CCKQ Pa Nang do Thiéu ta Bién chi huy. Trén phuong dién quén tri quan
sb, Biét Doi nay truc thugc Khong Poan 41 Chién Thuat cia KQVN, nhung trén phuong
dién hanh quan, Biét P01 hoat dong chung v&i Phi Doan 8 hodc Phi Poan 13 Oanh Tac
ctia Hoa Ky (gbc & CCKQ Clark thay phién nhau téi don tra tai Da Ning).

Dé ¢o6 thém kinh nghiém, cic nhan vién phi hanh Viét Nam moi thuyén chuyén t6i Biét
Doi thudng bay chung voi phi cong hodc diéu hanh vién Hoa Ky. Ciing c6 khi ca phi
hanh doan 1a ngudi Viét va bay trén nhitng chiéc B-57 son ¢& hiéu KQVN, nhung tit ca
moi phi vu hanh quan van duoc dit dudi quyén diéu dong cua phia Hoa Ky.
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Theo ky trc cuia mot vi sT quan timg phuc vu tai Biét D61 615, thoi gian dau don vi c6 10
nhan vién phi hanh gém sau hoa tiéu (Nguyén Ngoc Bién, Bam Thuong Vi, Lé Xuan
Lan, Pham Vin Ty, Nguyén Quoc Hung, Nguyen Hitu Hoai) va bén diéu hanh vién (To
Tién Phat, Pham Kim Lan, Nguyén T4n Ngan Tran Van Loc). Ngoai ra con mot s6 nhan
vién k¥ thuat VN lam viéc chung véi nhan vién My.

Nhiém vu chinh ctia cac phi co B=57 1a oanh tac cac doan xe tiép té cia CSBV trén
duong mon HO Chi Minh — tir déo Mu Gia (Thanh Hoéa) chay qua Lao, vong xudng
Attopeu, Kontum... nhiém vu phu 13 yém trg cac cudc hanh quan noi dia theo yéu ciu cua
Quan Doan L.

MOi phi vu oanh tac dudng mon HCM gém sau chiéc B-57, bdn do MY, hai do VN l4i,
cAt canh vao luc 5:30g chiéu; khi théy doan xe, hai B-57 ctia VN c¢6 nhiém vu danh chan
dau va dudi cia doan xe dé bdn chiéc ciia My tin cong tiéu diét. Xong nhiém vy, vé nghi
ngoi, t6i 8:30g ti 1én Phong Hanh Quan xem lai khic phim quay lac tin cong dé biét két
qua.

Tai Da Néng, trung binh chi c6 khoang bon chiéc B-57 cua Hoa Ky dugc son co hi¢u
KQVN danh riéng cho nhirng phi hanh doan (tat cala nguoi Viét) noi trén; vi nhu cau thu
hoi dé bao tri, s6 phi co ndy khong cb dinh, nguoi ta co thé lay bat cir chiéc nao kha dung
va cho son ¢ hi¢u KQVN Ién.

o 2

Vi nhitng han ché vira ké, chuong trinh B-57 d4 khong tao dugc sy phan khoi tinh than
nhu chinh phu Viét Nam Cong Hoa d mong méi lic ban dau. Dé thay déi tinh trang nay,
ngay 29/10/1965, nam chiéc B-57 dugc son cd hiéu KQVN, trang bi bom dan t6i da,
xuat phat ttr Pa Néng dé thi hanh mot phi vu dic biét: trén dudng bay vé thu d6 Sai Gon,
b at oanh tac mot vi tri nghi ngo tap trung quan cua dich va sau khi dap xubng Tan Son
Nhat, d3 tham gia mot cudc phi dién cia KQVN. Bay trong d6i hinh chit V that khit khao
va voi cao d6 chi khoang 100 mét trén Dinh Poc Lap va cac dudng phd chinh cua Sai
Gon, nam chiéc B—57 noi trén d3 tao mot 4n tuong manh mé noi nguoi dan thu do, nhat
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1a khi ho duoc biét cac oanh tac co phan lyc nay vira tro vé tir chién truzong' Nhung phia
KQVN thi bat mén ra mat. Boi vi ho biét rd nim phi hanh doan B—57 néi trén déu 1a...
nguoi My!

Budc sang ddu nam 1966, chinh cic nhan vién phi hanh Viét Nam trong chuong trinh B—
57 ciing khong con hing hai nita. Thém vao d6 lai xay ra mot tai nan trong lic huin
luyén tai Phi—ludt—tan: mot phi cong Viét Nam cung v6i hudn luyén vién Hoa Ky dd mat
diéu khién khi dap thuc tap xudng cin ctr hai quan Cubi Point, phi co bj phé thai. Tai nan
nay da hd tro cho 1ap luan ctia nhimg phi cong Viét Nam cho rang loai oanh tac co diéu
khién hoan toan bang sirc ngudi (fully manually controlled) nay khong thich hop voi kich
thude va thé luc cua ho.

Trong luc cho doi cac bién phap dé giai quyét khé khan trén, budce sang thang 2/1966,
mdt tai nan tham khéc xay ra di khai tir chuong trinh B— -57. Hom d6, mot B-57 voi phi
hanh doan Viét Nam do Thiéu ta Nguyén Ngoc Bién ngoi ghe phi cong, trong mot phi vu
oanh tac tai Vung 1 Chlen Thuat da gap phai thoi tiét qua xau. Khong thé dap Xuong ba
Néng vi 1y do thoi tiét, va vi con bom dan trén phi co, Thiéu ta Bién di quyét dinh doi
huéng dé dap xudng phi trudng Cu Hanh, CCKQ Pleiku.

Nhung sau khi phi co ddp xudng an toan va thdo g& hét bom dan, cac nhan vién phi dao
da khong the tai khoi dong dong co cua loai phan luc ma ho chua ting hoc qua; cudi
cung ho quyet dinh dung stc nguoi dé day phi co (dang choan chd trén phi dao), Thiéu ta
Bién ngoi trén phong lai dé diéu khién banh 14i va thang. Nhung trong lac luc thuy diéu
da bi mat va d6 doc cua phi dao Pleiku khién phi co lan banh cang luc cang nhanh, Thiéu
ta Bién khong thé diéu khién phi co theo y mudn. Thé rdi trong luc bdi rdi khi thay chiéc
B—57 dam dau ra khoi phi dao, Thiéu ta Bién di nhay xudng va tir nan khi bi banh dap
bén trai ciia chiéc phi co nang 25 tan can 1én ngudi.

Céi chét cua Thiéu ta Nguyén Ngoc Bién, Chi huy truong Biét Poi 615, da gay xuc dong
manh vi 6ng la mot cap chi huy duoc ca phia Viét Nam 13n Hoa Ky kinh phuc. Ong ciing
1a nguoi hét long ¢ ung ho va la xuong song ctia Chuong trinh B-57, cho nén sau khi 6ng
tir nan, ching con may nguoi thiét tha toi viéc bay loai phan luc “sat chu” nay.

Hai thang sau, cung voi viéc giai thé Thap Tam Khong Luc Hoa Ky (13th Air Force) &
Phi-ludt—tan, chuong trinh B-57 danh cho KQVN ciing duoc ling 1& chim dit vao ngay
20/4/1966. C6 thé néi ca hai phia Viét Nam va Hoa Ky déu cam thiy nhe nhdm trude sy
chét yéu ciia chuong trinh B—=57: Viét Nam khong con phai sir dung loai phi co ma ho
cho la khong thich hop, Hoa Ky khong con lo ngai KQVN s& su dung B-57 dé tan cong
mién Bac!

Sau do, ba phi cong cua Biét P61 B-57 da dugc chon dé xuyén huin phan luc co siéu
thanh F—5, gdm Pai Gy Lé Xuéan Lan, Pai uy Nguyén Hitu Hoai, va Trung Gy Pam
Thuong V.
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3. PHAN LUC CO F-5 FREEDOM FIGHTER

VNAF F—5 Freedom Fighter

Northrop F-5 “Freedom Fighter” la loai phan lyc co ma tén tudi da gan lién véi chién
tranh Vi¢t Nam, dong thoi dem lai uy tin (va bac ty) cho hang ché tao (Northrop) vi hai
nguyén nhan sau:

(1) F-5 1a loai phi co mdi tinh dugc Khong Quan Hoa Ky thir nghiém tai chién truong
Viét Nam.

(2) Cac hoa tiéu cua KLVNCH qua nhirng thanh tich tao dugc trén F-5, da “quang c4do”
mot cach vo cung hiru hi€u cho loai phi co phan luc da ndng “danh cho nha nghéo” nay,
khién sau d6 F—5 da tré thanh mot trong nhiing loai chién dau co phan lyc pho bién nhat
trong khdi ty do, hanh dién mang cd hiéu ctia gan 40 khong luc trén khap thé gidi!

Thé nhung lich sir ché tao chiéc F-5 lai 1a mot chudi ngay dai 1an dan. Ké ca sau khi da
ra chao doi, F—5 van con bi nhiéu ngudi “hiéu Jam” va danh gia thap. Nguyen do la vi
xua nay Hoa Ky thuong c6 khuynh hudng tiét kiém tién bac bang cach cai bién mot s6
kiéu phi co huan luyén thanh phi co v trang dé vién tro cho cac qudc gia ddong minh,
hodc ban ré cho cac khong luc “nha nghéo”. Thi du dién hinh 1 chiéc T-28 Trojan.

Nhung néu chi vi do cting mot hing ché tao va c¢6 hinh dang gidng hét nhau ma cho rang
chién déu co F-5 Freedom Fighter nguyén la chiéc phi co huin luyén T—38 Talon, nhu
mot sb tac gia da viét, thi hoan toan khong ding, va khong nhiéu thi it da lam giam gia tri
ctia chién ddu co ban chay noi tleng nay. Mot cach chinh xac, chi c6 thé viét: tién than
ctia ca F—5 1an T-38 chinh 1a chiéc N—156 cta hing Northrop.

Khoi dau vao nam 1954, mot toan k§ su cua hang Northrop do vi Pho tong giam dbc dan
dau, sau mot vong tham viéng cac quoc gia ddng minh & Au Chau va A Chau, dd nhan ra
mot diu: t6i khi bat budc phai thay thé cac phan luc F—84, F—86 cii k¥ 16i thoi, dai da sb
cac qudc gia nay s& khong du kha ning tai chanh dé mua cac loai phi co dit tién trong
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“Century Series” hoac cac loai to1 tan hon s€ ra do1 sau nay, vi thé Hoa Ky can phai ché
tao mot loai chién dau co si€u thanh da nang véi gia thanh ré va bao tri it ton kém dé dap
ung nhu cau cua cac quoc gia noi trén.

[“Century Series” gom bay logi “F siéu thanh”: F-100 Super Sabre, F-101 Voodoo, F-102 Delta
Dagger, F—104 Starfighter, F—105 Thunderchief, F—106 Delta Dart, va F—110 sau nay cai danh thanh
F—4 Phantom II|

" USAF F=105D Thunderchief

Cung thoi gian, hang General Electric da thanh cong trong viéc ché tao J-85, mot loai
ddng co phan lyc nho nhung c6 stc dy rat manh dé sir dung cho céc loai hoa tién, ma
hang Northrop cho 1a dong co ly tuong dé trang bi cho loai phi co ma ho dy dinh nghién
ctru ché tao. V&i von ty tic cla cong ty, Northrop bét ddu du an N—156, gdm hai kiéu N—
156F (chién ddu co) va N—156T (phi co huan luyén).

Ciing trong nam 1955, B4 Khong Quan Hoa Ky cong bd ban Yéu cau Kha ning Hoat
dong Tong quat (GOR: General Operational Requirement) ctia thé hé phan luc co huin
luyén siéu thanh, qua dé hang Northrop nhan thiy chiéc N—156T cta minh hoi du cac yéu
cAu can ban, lién tién hanh cong vige b tac, hoan chinh cho phu hop v6i GOR. Cudi nim
1955, kiéu N-156T duoc B Khong Quan chinh thirc chap thuan va dit phién hiéu T-38
“Talon”.

Nam 1959, chiéc YT-38 tht nhét (“Y” nghia la phi co thu nghiém — prototype) dugc bay
thir va t6i du nam 1961, chiéc T-38 dau tién da duoc chuyén giao cho B Chi Huy Huén
Luyén Khong Quén (ATC Air Training Command). Tt do, bat dau lich sir ciia mot kiéu
phi co huan luyén an toan, da nang, tiét kiém, va bén bi nhat trong lich s Khong Quan
Hoa Ky; 20 nam sau, trong s6 1187 chiéc T—38 duoc ché tao, van con hon 1000 chiéc
tiép tuc hoat dong; va 40 nam sau, nhimg dic tinh cin ban caa T-38 van khong thay doi.
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) Northrop T—38 Talon

Trudce nhiing déc tinh va kha nang cua T-38 Talon, sau nay Phi D61 biéu dién
“Thunderbirds” lung danh cua Khong Quan Hoa Ky da thay thé cac phi co F4E
Phantom II cua Phi Doi bang T-38.

Sau khi kiéu N—156T dugc chon dé trd thanh phi co huén luyén siéu thanh T-38, cong
viéc nghién ctru ché tao kiéu chién ddu co N—156F tuy c6 bi dinh tré nhung chwa bao gio
bi dep bo, vi hing Northrop van tin tudng s& co ngdy Hoa Ky can tdi mot loai chién dau
co tuong tu dé vién tro hodc ban ré cho céc déng minh “nha nghéo”.

Vi thé, vitng tAm nhd hop dong cung cap T-38 cho Khong Quan, hiang Northrop quyét
dinh “danh bac” bang cach tu bo vén tiép tuc nghién ctru ché tao chiéc N—156F. Nhiing
khac biét chinh giita hai kiéu phi co 1 hai dng hut khong khi (engine intakes) cia N—
156F 16n hon dé tang cong suét ctia dong co, canh mong hon dé giam stc can, thém canh
tang nang ¢ phia trudc canh (leading—edge wing flaps) dé gia tang strc nang khi cat canh
va gia ting trong tai ctia phi co, dong thoi mot du thang ciing duoc trang bi ¢ phia sau
duoi.

Nam 1958, nhitng ¢ ging cua hing Northrop tuéng da duoc dén bu xtng dang khi Bo
Quéc Phong Hoa Ky nhan ra ré‘mg mot loai phan lyc si€u thanh gon nhe nhu N—156F s¢
1a phi co 1y tudong dé cung cap cho cac qudc gia ddong minh trong Chuong trinh Vién tro
Quan sy (MAP: Military Assistance Program). Trong mot van thu guri cho hang
Northrop, Bo Quoc Phong da chap thuan tro cAp ngan khoan 50 triéu My kim cho hing
nay ché tao 3 chiéc N—156F dé bay thtr tai can ctr khong quan Edwards, California.

Thang 5/1959, chiéc N—156F dau tién — dugc dat mot cai tén mang ¥ nghia rt “quéc t&”
13 “Freedom Fighter” — da duoc trinh dién quan khach, va bay thir mot thang sau do. it
1au sau, chiéc tht hai ciing duoc hoan tat va bay thir. Tuy nhién, budc sang nim 1960, khi
chiéc thir ba con dang nam trong xudng rap thi chinh phtt Hoa Ky da dep bo chuong trinh
vién trg MAP, chuong trinh dat mua “Freedom Fighter” vi thé ciing bi dep bo theo.
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Hai ndm sau (1962), tinh hinh qudc té thay ddi, cudc chlen tranh lanh tro nén cyc ky gay
gat v6i su ddi dau truc tiép gitta Hoa Ky va Lién X6; quyét tim “bao vé hoa binh thé gioi
bang moi gia” ctia chinh phit Kennedy da gitp hoi sinh chuong trinh ché tao “Chién Si
Tu Do” (Freedom Fighter).

Bo Quéc Phong Hoa Ky chinh thirc loan bao viéc chon chiéc N—156F dé cung cap cho
cac dong minh trong chuong trinh MAP (dé dugc tai tuc), va hang Northrop dugc yéu
cau ché tao hai kiéu: 1 chd ngdi dé tac chién va 2 chd ngdi dé vira tac chién vira huan
luyén. Két qua, chiéc F-5A va chiéc F—5B ra doi.

Thoat dau, Bo Quéc Phong Hoa Ky chi dat mua 71 chiéc F-5A va 15 chiéc F-5B, tuy
nhién hang Northrop mot 1an nira di tién liéu duoc tuong lai ruc r& cua loai phi co nay
nén di chuén bi san xuat vai sb lugng 16n, déng thoi nham vao ca nhiing khach hang
khong phai ddi tuong vién tro (MAP) cua Hoa Ky, chéng han Gia-na—dai, Hoa—lan, va
Tay—ban-nha.

Vé phia Khong Quan Hoa Ky, nhimg chiéc F—5 dau tién da duoc trao cho Phi Poan Huan
Luyén Phi Hanh Poan Tac Chién 4441 (4441st Combat Crew Training Squadron) tai cin
ctr khong quan Williams, Arizona, vao nam 1964. Don vi nay c6 nhiém vu huan luyén
phi cong cho nhing quoc gia s€ nhan lanh F-5 trong chuong trinh MAP, ddng thoi con
huén luyén ca mot s6 phi cong Hoa Ky thugc cac Phai Bo Cb Van Quan Sy (MAAG) véi
muc dich huong dan, giup d& cac quoc gia. ddng minh trong viéc thich tmg loai phi co
moi voi cac didu kién va moi trudng tai mdi dia phuong.

Dot F-5 thir hai dugc trao cho Phi Poan 4503 Khu Truc Chién Thuét (4503rd TFS:

Tactical Fighter Squadron) gdm toan nhiing phi cong day dan kinh nghiém, tinh nguyén

t6i can ctr khong quan Williams dé bay thir va luong gia chiéc F—5. Sau d6, dé thu

nghi¢m F-5 trén chién truong thuc té, Khong Quan Hoa Ky da tién hanh “Chién Dich

Cop Con”, tirc Operation Skoshi Tiger (“Skoshi”, tiéng Nhat c6 nghia 1a “nho”) dua mot
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s6 F-5 sang tham chién tai Viét Nam dé lugng gia. Pon vi F-5 dac biét nay mang danh
xung Phi DPoan 10 Khu Truc Cam Tt (10th Fighter Commando Squadron).

Skoshi Tiger F—5C

Ngay 20/10/1965, 12 chiéc F-5 dau tién roi can ctr khong quan Williams, sau hai chang
nghi da dap xudng Bién Hoa vao trua ngay 23/10, va 5 tiéng dong ho sau do da xuat tran
lan dau tién.

Nhiém vy cua Phi Doan 10 Cam Tur la thir nghiém kha nang cua F-5 trong tat ca moi
nhiém vy dy tri cho loai phi co nay: oanh kich, yém tro tiép can, ho tong céc phi co trinh
sat trén khong phan Lao va Bac Viét. Vi ban kinh hoat dong han ché ctua F-5, nhiing phi
vu bay sang Lao va ra mién Bac déu xuat phat tir Pa Ning va duoc tiép té nhién liéu trén
khong. Ngoai ra, nhimg chiéc F-5 ndy con tham gia cac cudc khong tap Bic Viét véi
nhiém vu bdo v¢ cac phi co lam nhi€ém vu oanh kich (loai phi vu tuan tidu, kham pha, va
ngan chan phi co dich dugc goi 1a MiG CAP; CAP: Combat Air Patrol). Rét tiéc, vao thoi
gian d6 nhiing chiéc MiG ctia Bic Viét chuwa dam 1én nghénh chién cho nén F-5 da
khong c6 co hoi dé “do strc”.

‘L\ \- L4 -
F—-5A Freedom Flghter Bién Hoa Air Base
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Sau bdn thang tham chién, Phi Poan 10 da chirmg minh F-5 dung 14 loai phi co 1y tuong
cho cac khong luc nho va nghéo. So véi tit ca cac loai chién dau co phan luc cua Hoa Ky
dang duogc sir dung tai chién truong Viét Nam vao luc do, F-5 tuy mang it bom dan hon
nhung lai dat duoc nhitng thanh tich & chién truong khong thua gi F-100, F—4. (Cha
thich 1)

Nhung quan trong hon ca phai 13 wu diém it bi truc tric nhét, c6 ty 1 gio bao tri/gio bay
thap nhat, va cong vi¢c bdo tri cling don gian nhat (cac chuyén vién k¥ thuat cua Phi
Doan da tao ky luc thay dong co trong thoi gian chi mat 1 gio 55 phut trong diéu kién “da
chién”).

Bén canh do6, cac phi cong con danh gia F-5 1a loai phan luc rat “d€ tri”, véi cac b phan
diéu khién c6 do chinh xac rat cao.

Trong thot gian bbn thang ndi trén, Phi Poan 10 da thuc hién 3500 phi xuit véi hon 4000
gid bay tac chién, va chi bi rét hai chiéc vi hoa lue phong khong cua dich (co tai liéu ghi
chi bi rét mot chiéc). TAt ca nhitng chiéc con lai vé sau dugc chuyén giao cho KQVN.

Sau két qua thir nghiém, F—5 Freedom Fighter da dugc B6 Tu Lénh Khong Quan Chién
Thuat Hoa Ky (TAC: Tactical Air Command) dit mua thém dé trang bi cho cac Phi Poan
tai noi dia cing nhu ¢ hai ngoai. Sau nay, F-5 con tr¢ thanh chién du co cin ban ctia
gan 40 khong luc trén thé gi01, trong do6 c6 nhing qudc gia da ky hop dong voi hang
Northrop dé rap nhuong quyén tai dia phwong voi mét s cai bién, chang han cac kiéu
CF-5 cua Gia—na—dai, NF-5 cua Hoa—lan, SF-5 cia Tay—ban—nbha...

Vé sau, budc sang thap nién 1970, su thanh cong vuot buc cia F-5A da dugc ndi tiép

qua thé thé tht hai 1a chiéc F-5E Tiger II (goi 1a “Tiger II” vi trudc kia da c6 chiée F-11
“Tiger” cua Hai Quan Hoa Ky).
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Tré lai véi ndm 1966, trong lic Chién Dich Skoshi Tiger dang tién hanh, vao thang 6
nam d6, B6 Qudc Phong Hoa Ky di chap thuan viéc thay thé trang bi cho sau Phi Boan
khu truc A—1 Skyraider hién hiru cia KQVN bang phi co phan lyc, gdm hai Phi Poan F—
5 va bon Phi Poan A-37. Viéc trang bi F—5 dugc tién hanh trudce vi lac dé loai phan luc
nay da co san tai Viét Nam.

— Cac Phi Poan F-5:
* Phi Poan 522 “Than Ung”

Vao gitra ndm 1966, 33 hoa tiéu khu tryc trong KLVNCH dé dugc tuyén chon dé gii
sang Hoa Ky xuyén huan trén phan luc co siéu thanh F-5.

U tién mdt duge danh cho cac hoa tiéu ctia Biét Ddi 615 oanh tac (B—57) mdai bi giai
thé, va ba nguoi da duogc tuyén chon:

—Pai uy Lé Xuan Lan
— Pai uy Nguyén Hiru Hoai
— Trung ty Bam Thuong V1.

Ké dén 1a nhirng hoa ti€u duoc dé nghi va tuyén chon tur cac Phi Poan khu truc canh quat
A—1, mo6i Phi Poan mot Phi tuan truéng va ba Phi Tuan vién.

Phi Doan 514 (Phwong Hoang):
— Thiéu Gy Lé Nhu Hoan

— Thiéu ay Thang Quodc Phan

— Thiéu uy Nguyén Tri Kién

— Thiéu ty Trinh Hiru Tri.

Phi Poan 516 (Phi Hj):

— Trung uy Pham Quang Diém
— Thiéu ty Nguyen Vian Ghi

— Thiéu Gy Vi Viét Quy

— Thiéu Gy Mac Ptc Ninh.

Phi Poan 518 (Phi Long):

— Thiéu Gy Pham Pinh Anh

— Thiéu uy Nguyén Quang Vinh
— Thiéu Gy Nguyén Xuan Diing
— Thiéu ty V& Anh Tai.

Phi Doan 520 (Than bso):
— Thiéu ty Trinh Buiu Quang
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— Thieu iy Nguyén Dam Thuyén
— Thi€u uy Truong Cong Chanh
— Thiéu ty Nguyén Thanh Tri.

Phi Doan 522:

— Thiéu Gy Lé My

— Thiéu Gy Nguyén Quéc Tri
— Thiéu Gy Lé Hai

— Thiéu Gy Vi Ngb Diing.

Phi Doan 524 (Thlen L6i):

— Thiéu Gy Nguyen Van Tuong
— Thiéu ay Nguyen Anh Téng
— Thiéu Gy Nguyén Vin Con

— Thiéu uy Pao Vian Lap.

Ngoai ra con ¢ mot sb phi cong dugc B Tu 1énh KQ chon truc tiép theo dé nghi cua
Thi€u ta VO Van Si, truong toan di xuyén huan, gom:

— Pai uy Nguyén Qudc Phién
— Trung Gy Luu Tung Cuong
— Trung uy Nguyén Thanh Diing
— Trung ay Nguyén Vin Vui.

Cung v&i Pai uy Nguyén Qudc Hung, vira man nhiém Si quan lién lac Khong Quan tai
Can ctr Lackland, nguoi sau nay s€ gitr chirc vu Phi doan truong dau tién cia Phi Doan.

Vi tat ca déu la nhitng phi cong khu truc day dan kinh nghiém chién trudng, viéc xuyén
huén khong gip tro ngai nao dang ké. Mdi khoa hoc kéo dai tir ba thang rudi toi bon
thang, sau 88 gid hoc bay phan luc siéu thanh trén phi co huén luyén T—38 Talon, c4c si
quan kho4 sinh duoc thuc tép trén chién dau co F-5A. Ngay 11 thang 4 nim 1967, cac
hoa tiéu tt nghiép khoa xuyén huin dau tién tré vé Viét Nam.

Trong so 33 phi cong cua khoa, chi ¢6 hai nguoi khong t6t nghiép (vi Iy do strc khoe), va
trong s tot nghiép, co bbn hoa tiéu doat cac giai Xuét sac gom Trung uy Nguyen Dam
Thuyén voi giai tac xa chinh xac (Top Gun trophy), Trung Gy Nguyén Thanh Ding,
Thiéu uy Nguyén Vian Ghi, va Trung ty Truong Céng Chanh véi cac giai tot nghiép uu
hang (Academic trophies).
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Trun% ay Nguy@n Pam Thuyén, Trung Gy Nguyén Thanh Diing,
Thi€éu Gy Nguy&n Van Ghi, va Trung Gy Truong Cong Chanh

Trude d6, vao thang 9/1966, mdt s6 chuyén vién ky thuat da duoc gui sang CCKQ Clark
& Phi-luat—tan dé hoc bao tri F-5. Tré vé nude, cac hoa tiéu va nhan vién k¥ thuat VN da
t61 1am viéc tai Phi Poan 10 Cam T ctia Hoa Ky dé chuan bi cho céng viéc chuyén giao.
Trong thoi gian nay, mic du chua chinh thirc tiép nhan phi co, cac phi cong VN ciing da
thuc hién mot sb phi vu tac chién trén F-5.

V& t6 chirc nhan sy cua Phi Poan phan lyc F-5 dau tién cia KLVNCH, trong s6 31 phi
cong dau tién tét nghiép F—5, Thiéu t4 V& Vian Si tro lai chirc vu cii tai Khong Poan 23
Chién Thuat, Pai ty Nguyén Hitu Hoai va Trung ty Luu Tung Cuong trd vé Lién Poan
23 Tac Chién, Dai uy Lé Xuan Lan vé BO Tu Lénh KQ, con lai 27 phi cong vé Phi Poan
522.
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L& chuyén giao 20 chién ddu cd F-5 Freedom Fighter

ciia Hoa Ky cho VNCH tai cin c( KQ Bién Hoa

Ngay 1/6/1967, trong mot budi 18 trong thé tai CCKQ Bién Hoa voi su hién dién cua Pai
stt Hoa Ky, 20 chiéc F—5 (c6 tai liéu ghi 19 chiéc, gdbm 17 F-5A va hai F-5B) dugc Phi
Poan 10 Cam Tir cia Hoa Ky chinh thirc chuyén giao cho phia VN, danh dau ngay thanh
lap Phi Poan 522 “Than Ung”, tryc thudc Lién Poan 23 Tac Chién, Khong Boan 23
Chién Thuéat (Bién Hoa).

Thé 1a dung 11 nam sau ngay nhiing “quan tai bay” F-8F Bearcat tir Viing Tau bay vé
dap xuong Bién Hoa, danh dau ngay thanh 1ap Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc (1/6/1956), KQVN
da budc sang ky nguyén phan lyc si€u thanh.

Ban chi huy déu tién ciia Phi Poan 522 Than Ung gom:

— Phi doan trudng: Pai uy Nguyén Qubc Hung (dugc thang cap thiéu ta vao ngay thanh
1ap Phi Doan)
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— Phi doan phé: Pai Gy Nguyén Quéc Phién

— Trudéng phong Hanh Quan: Pai iy Pam Thuong Vil

— S quan Phu t4 Hanh Quén: Trung Gy Pham Quang Piém

— Phi d6i truéng Phi Doi 1: Trung iy Nguyén Thanh Diing

— Phi doi truong Phi D61 2 kiém SQ An Phi: Trung iy Pham Dinh Anh

— Phi d6i truong Phi D6i 3 kiém SQ Huan Luyén: Trung Gy Nguyén Vin Tudng
— Phi doi truong Phi D61 4: Trung iy Trinh Biru Quang.

Va céc phi cong:

— Truong Cong Chéanh
— Trinh Thanh Chau

— Nguyén Vin Con

— Nguyén Xuén Diing
— Vi Ngo Diing

— Nguyén Vin Ghi
—Lé Hai

— Nguyén Tri Kién
—bPao Van Lap

—Lé My

— Mac burc Ninh

— Thing Qudc Phan

— Vit Viét Quy

— V0 Anh Tai

— Nguyén Anh Ting

— Nguyén Pam Thuyén
— Nguyén Thanh Tri

— Nguyén Qudc Tri

— Trinh Htru Tri

— Nguyén Quang Vinh.

[Cdc doi Phi doan truong ké tiép ciia PD-522 lan luot la: Thiéu ta Dam Thuong Vi (1970), Thiéu td
Nguyén Thanh Diing (1972), va Thiéu ta Nguyén Pinh Loc, 1973]

Ngay sau d0, cac phi co F-5 d3 duoc phan b t6i mot s6 cin ctr ¢6 kha ning tiép nhan
phan luc co véi hai myc dich: yém trg chién trudong va... biéu duong luc luong!

F-5 rat dugc phi cong VN wa thich vi kha ning thao tac va dé diéu khién. C6 thé noi, sau

khi dugc trao cho cac phi cong cua PD-522, chiéc F-5 moi ching to dugc sy hitu hi¢u va
thi tho moi kha nang ctia nd té1 mure to1 da.
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VNAF F—5 Freedom Fighter

Du rét it kinh nghiém bay phan luc, cac phi cong VN co thé tn cong muc tiéu voi mot do
chinh xac gan nhu tuyét d6i nho hé thong diéu khién t6i tAn nhung don gian. D61 voi cac
chuyén vién k¥ thuat VN, F-5 ciling dugc xem la loai phi co tuong doi dé bao tri nhat.

Noéi chung, vé ca mat tuyén truyén 14n chién d4u, viéc duoc trang bi chién dau co phan
luc siéu thanh F-5 da dua KLVNCH budce vao mdt ky nguyén mdi. PD-522 Than Ung
tré thanh bi€u tugong sang gia nhat cia quan chung.

Trong thang dau tién chinh thirc hoat dong (thang 6/1967), Phi Doan da thyc hién 388 phi
Xuat v6i 443 gio bay; sang thang 7, 1én 436 phi xuét véi 477 gid bay. Toi thang 12, sd phi
xuat da 1én t&i 527 v6i 556 gio bay. So vai tiéu chuan ctia Khong Luc Hoa Ky thi con s6
noi trén duge mo ta 1a vuot mirc qué xa! Sau nay, cac hoa ti€u F-5 ctia KQVN ciing la
nhimg phi cong dau tién trén thé gidi duoc hang Northrop trao bang tudng 1& “1000 gid
bay trén F-5.

Rt tiéc, viéc chuyén giao phi co cho Phi Poan F-5 thi hai da khong duoc tién hanh ngay
sau do ma phai doi to1 5 nam sau (1972), khi Hoa Ky da rat khoi VN va trao toan bo
trach nhiém yém trg chién trudng ciing nhu bao vé khong phan lai cho KQVN.

Nguyén nhan ctia sy cham tré nay, theo phia Hoa Ky, 1a can phai cai tién h¢ thong vii khi
tan cong cac muc tiéu dién dia.

Sau ndy ngudi ta duge biét nhitng chiéc F-5 dau tién duoc dwa sang thir nghiém tai chién
truong VN (Operation Skoshi Tiger), da khong thuc sy “hoan hao” nhu trong ban luong
gia clia cac phi cong Phi Poan 10 Cam Tir, ma cac “Cop Con” ciing c6 it nhat hai khuyét
diém sau day:

(1) Trong mot s6 truong hop, bom dudi canh khi tha d3 bi ket lai, gidng nhu trudong hop
chiéc F—4 Phantom II.
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(2) Khi tac xa bang dai bac 20ly ¢ hai bén mili phi co, khoi cta thudc sung toa ra da che
khuat tim nhin ctia phi cong, mot khuyét diém tuy khong déng ngai ddi véi cac oanh tac
co B—26 cham chap ciia thoi Bé Nhi Thé Chién nhung véi mot chién du co siéu thanh
nhu F-5 thi rat nguy hiém, nhat 1a khi dang chti xudng dat. (Chi thich 2)

* %k 3k

KLVNCH khong chi la khong luc dau tién trén thé gi0i (sau Hoa Ky) st dung phan luc
co F-5 trén chién truong ma con la khong lyc co s6 luong F—5 nhiéu nhét trong sb gan 40
khong luc ngoai qudc st dung loai phan luc nay.

Nhitng khong luc ké trén ngoai cac qudc gia thanh vién Minh Uéc Bic Pai Tdy Duong
(NATO) con co:

— Gia—ni—dai ¢ Bac My;

— Hy—lap, Hoa—lan, Thuy-si... & Au Chau;

—Iran, A—rép Saudi, Jordan... & Trung Bong;

— Ba—tay, Chi-loi... & Nam My;

— Nam Han, Pai Loan, Thai Lan, Tan—gia—ba, Nam Duong, Phi—luat-tan... & A chau;
— Ethiopia, Kenya... & Phi chau.

Riéng tai Hoa Ky, F-5 dugc trang bi cho cac Phi Poan ctia B6 Tu Lénh Khong Quén
Chién Thuat (TAC). Vé sau, khi F—5 d& duoc thay thé boi F—16 Fighting Falcon, Khong
Quan Chién Thuat van giit lai trén 100 chiéc F—SE Tiger II trong bon Phi Poan huén
luyén vl khi (Fighter Weapons Squadron) dé 'dong vai “phi co dich” trong cac chuong
trinh huan luyén vé khong chién. Truong Huin Luyén Vi Khi cia Hai Quan Hoa Ky
(Top Gun) ciing st dung F—5E va F—5F (2 ghé ngdi) véi muc dich tuong tu.

* %k 3k

Trd lai voi chuong trinh hién dai hoa KLVNCH, phai doi hon 5 ndm sau ngay Phi Poan
déu tién trang bi phan luc co si€éu thanh F-5 dugc chinh thic thanh 1ap (PD-522), mai to1
cudi nim 1972, phia VN moi c6 thém, khong phai mot ma to1 nam Phi Poan F-5; viéc
ting cudng O at ndy nam trong du 4n Tang Cuong (Enhance) cta chuong trinh “Viét
Nam hoa”.

Trude do, phia VN da can ctr vao nhiing thoa thuan gitra d6i bén tai hoi nghi thugng dinh
M§—Viét & Midway (giita TT Nixon va TT Nguyén Vin Thiéu) dé yéu cau Hoa Ky
chuyén giao ba Phi Poan phan lyc F—4 Phantom II dong tai Pa Ning, tuy nhién Hoa Ky
da tir chdi va cho biét trude khi Khong Luc Hoa Ky riit di hét dé trao lai toan bg trach
nhi¢m bao v€ khong phan cho phia VN, KQVN s¢ dugc trang bi F-5E Tiger II, 1a loai c6
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kha nang khong chién twong duong vi MiG—-21 — chién dau co tdi tin nhat ctia Khong
Quan Bic Viét lac bay gio. (Chi thich 3)

V& hinh déng, F-5E giong F-5A t6i 95% (chi dai hon 1.5m, sii canh rong hon 7cm, duoi
cao hon 10cm), k€ ca khi dau dudi dat cting chi co cac phi cong va nhan vién bao tri moi
co thé phan biét.

V& trang bi can ban va kha ning, F-5E ciing khong miy khac F-5A; luong bom dan
trang bi chi hon 800lbs.

Nhung d6 chi 1a “bé ngoai”, con “bén trong” da cé rat nhiéu cai tién véi muc dich bién
F-5 thanh mot chién dau co c6 kha nang khong chién kha di duong cu dugc voi MiG-21.

Truée hét, F-5E dp:cyc trang bi hai dong co manh hon 25% dé dat duoc thang tbc
8.750m/phut, va toc do t61 da Mach 1.6 (so v&i Mach 1.4 cua F-5A).

Ké dén 1a hé thong ra—da tdi tin Emerson Electric APQ—153 (loai trang bj trén F—4C
Phantom II), kha ning tha bom theo hé théng hudng ddn BOBS, trang bi hoa tién khong—
déi—khﬁng AIM-9 Sidewinder doi mdi nhét va cac trang bi dién tu dé hoat trong moi
diéu kién thoi tiét, bat ké ngay dém.

Ngoai ra, cac canh tang nang (flaps) cting duoc cai tién de gia tang kha nang thao tac
(manoeuvre) trong khong chién. Theo cac chuyén gia vé khong chién cua Hoa Ky, F-5E
chac chan an duat MiG—17 va ngang ngira véi MiG—21. Tir khi KQVN nhén dugc F-5E,
tai Bién Hoa va Pa Nang ludn ludn c6 hai chiéc tng truc ¢ dau phi dao, sin sang cit canh
dé nghénh can phi co dich.

Tuy nhién, vi vao nam 1972 kiéu F-SE con dang duoc thir nghiém, Hoa Ky da tam thoi
chuyén giao F-5A cho VN, khi nao ¢4 F-5E thi s& “mot d61 mot”. Vi khong co du s6 F-
5A (va B), Hoa Ky cIﬁ phai muon tam mot séqcﬁa cac kl}éng lwc Nam Han, Pai Loan, va
Iran (lac do con la dong minh cua Hoa Ky) d€ kip chuyén giao cho KQVN trude thoi han
ngung vién tro vii khi, chién cu (ngay 10/11/1972) theo Hi€p Pinh Paris.

Trong hai du an Tang Cuong (Enhance) va Tang Cuong Thém (Enhance Plus), téng cong
118 chiéc F-5 sau khi thao g& canh déd dugc cac van tai co khong 16 C-5A Galaxy cho toi
Bién Hoa, trang bi cho nam Phi Poan tan 1ap, gom co:

Bon Phi Poan dit ciin cir tai Bién Hoa (noi di ¢ sin Phi Poan 522 Than Ung), gom:
— PP-536 Thién Ung (Phi doan truéng dau tién: Thiéu t4 Dam Thuong Vi)

— PP-540 Hac Ung (Thiéu ta Nguyén Tién Thanh)
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— PP-542 Kim Ung (Thiéu ta Trinh Biru Quang)
— PP-544 Hai Ung (Thiéu td Nguyén Vin Tudng).

— Mot Phi Doan dat can cir tai ba Néng dé nghénh can trong truong hop cac MiG cua
CSBYV xam nhép tir huéng bac: Phi Poan 538 Hong Tien, Phi doan truong: Thicu ta
Pham Dinh Anh.

Trir Phi Poan 538 truc thuoec Khong Poan 61 Chién Thuat, SD1KQ, tit ca cac Phi Poan
F—5 con lai déu truc thudc Khéng Poan 63 Chién Thuat, SD3KQ, cho nén Khong Poan
nay thuong dugc goi 1a “Khong Poan F-5”. Khong doan truong: Pai td V6 Van Si—
nguyén trudng toan di xuyén huan F-5 trude kia.

Vao nhiing thang cudi nam 1973, dau 1974, cac phi co F-5E Tiger II duoc chuyén giao
(mdt d61 mot) cho KQVN, cac F-5A “muon tam” ctia Nam Han, Pai Loan, va Iran dugc
hoan tra cho chu cii.

Tinh t6i thang 3/1974, sau khi nh4n tdm chiéc F-5E cubi cung, KLVNCH ¢6 tong cong
153 phan lyc co F-5, dua t6i tinh trang do khoc do cuoi 1a khong du hoa ti€u dé bay, cho
nén c6 36 chiéc da khong bao gio dugc dem ra st dung!

Vé s luong F—5E chuyén giao cho KQVN, khong ¢ bat cir tai liéu chinh thic ndo ghi
lai. Chi biét theo du an Tang Cudng Thém, KQVN s& c¢6 ba Phi Poan trang bj F-5E; va
theo bao céo chinh thirc ciia Hoa Ky, trong sb phi co bay sang Thai—lan vao nhitng ngay
cudi thang 4/1975, c6 22 F—5E. (Chi thich 4)

(Con tiép: A-37 Dragonfly)

CHU THICH:

(1) Mot tac gi:él viét vé F-5 cho biét nhu sau ... trén thuc té theo Pai uy Bob Terbet trong Air
Enthusiast’ s0 105 May/June 2003 thi lwong bom dan F-5 trang bi trong cac phi vu hanh quan tuong
duong véi F-1007.

Theo chung t6i, néu c6 su “tuong dwong” ay 1a do F~100 mang it hon sb lugng cho phép. Tat ca moi tai
liéu chung t61 tham khdo tir trude téi nay, trong doé cé Freedom Fighter (USA) — F-5A— USNI Military
Database, déu cho biét kha ning trang bj bom dan ctia F-5A 13 6, 2001bs (2, 812kg), trong khi ctia F—
100 1a 70401Ibs (3190kg).

(2) Sau nay nguoi ta duoc biét chic chan cong viée cai tién hé thdng vii khi trén F-5 da khong kéo dai
t6i... 5 nam! Bang ching 1a khi chuong trinh Tang Cudng Thém (Enhance Plus) dugc tién hanh gap rat
vao cubi nam 1972, dé co du sb lugng phan lyc co trang bi cho KLVNCH, Hoa Ky da “muon tam” F—
5A, F-5B cua cac Khong Luc Nam Han, Pai Loan, Iran, va tit ca nhimg chiéc F-5A, F-5B nay déu PA
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PUGC cai tién hé théng vii khi. Suy ra, viéc Hoa Ky tam ngung cung cp F-5 cho KLVNCH vao nim
1967, 1968 phai c6 mdt nguyén nhan khé hi€u nao do.

USAF F—4 Phantom |l

(3) Theo ky rc ciia mdt vi s quan tirng phuc vu tai Khdi Bic Trach Khu Truc BTL/KQ, ngay éy da co ké
hoach thanh 1ap hai Phi Poan stir dung F—4 Phantom II va sau Phi Poan sir dung A—10 Thunderbolt cho
KQVN.

Chuong trinh F—4 s€ khéi sy thuc hién vao thang 7 nam 1975: mot $6 hoa tiéu F—5 nhiéu kinh nghiém
cung v&i nhitng hoa tiéu tré duoc giri sang Hoa Ky dé xuyén huin trén F—4. K& tiép vao khoang thang
9/1975 s& lan lugt giri cac hoa tiéu A—37 sang Hoa Ky dé dugc xuyén huan trén A—10. Chwong trinh
“hap dan” nay da c6 trén gidy muc. Rét tiéc, van nude sém suy vong!

(4) Nguyén nhan khién phia Hoa Ky khong tiét 16 tong s6 F-5E duogc chuyén giao c6 1€ vi luc do viée

“mot d6i mot” ndy da bi phia CSBV 6 céo 13 vi pham Hi€p Dinh Paris: Ha N6i cho rang F-5E la mdt
loai chién dhu co m&i, khac han F-5A. Ciing nén biét nguyén tic cin ban trong viéc “mot ddi mot” 1a
“hang cii” va “hang mé&i” phai cing mot loai. Thé nhung trong khi Hoa Ky 4m tham d6i F—5E cho
VNCH, mét phi cong F-5E (cap ta) cia KQVN khi duoc cac phong vién tiép xtic da ra sirc dé cao kha
ning khong chién cia loai phi co méi, v6 tinh gay ra ric réi ngoai giao. Sau do, dich than Chuan tudng
V4 Dinh, Tham muu truong Bo Tu Lénh KQ, da phai mé mot cudc hop bao dé “dinh chinh”, cho biét
kha ndng cua F-5E ciing chi tuong duong véi F-5A.
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USS Midway transporting ex—VNAF aircraft from Thailand to Guam

Da sd tac gia tin rang tong s6 F-5E duogc chuyén giao cho KQVN 14 40 chiéc, ma theo
Ralph Wetterhahn, tac gia bai viét “Escape to U Taphao”, chi ¢6 21 chiéc F-5E bay dugc
sang Thai Lan trong nhiing ngay cudi thang 4/1975. Nhu vay s6 F-5E bi bo lai VN phai
1€n t&1 hang chuc.

Ex-VNAF F-5E Tlger' Il in Poland'Museum

Theo nhimng ngudn tin khong chinh thirc, it nhit da c6 hai F-5E trong s bi bo lai VN sau
do da dugc thao g, cho sang Lién X6 dé luong gia. Tuy nhién, trong mot tuyén b6 chinh
thire, cac gidi chire thdm quyén ciia Hoa Ky cho biét trong sd tat ca cac loai phi co bi bd
lai VN khong loai nao ¢ nhiing trang bi “tdi tan t&i muc phai quan ngai” (khi bi lot vao
tay dich). Di nhién, voi khong it ngudi, “tuyén bd chinh thirc” noi trén khong du stc
thuyét phuc!
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Sau day moi doc gid doc thém mot doan madi duoc cap nhat hoa trén trang mang
Wikiwand viét vé s0 phan nhiing chiéc F-5 bi lot vao tay CSVN:

“Khi mién Nam VN bi qudn céng sdan Bdc Viét tran ngdp vao ngdy 30 thang 4 nam 1975,
co khoang 877 phi co bi lot vao tay dich. Trong SO a6, nghe néi c6 87 chiéc F-5A4 va 27
chiéc F-5E. Téi thang 11 ndm dé, nha cam quyen CSVN dd ‘moi’ Lién Xé lya chon bat
cir chién cu ndo ciia Hoa Ky bi tich thu dem vé aé luwong gia, va Lién Xo da dem mot
chiéc tau téi ché mot chiée F-5, hai dong co (J-85) roi, tdt cd cdc loai phu ting va thiét
bi béo tri vé Lién X6. Mt sé F-5 khdc dwoc gui toi Ba—lan, T iép—khcfc dé tim hiéu thém
vé ky thudt hang khéng ciia Hoa Ky, mét s6 bi phé thdi dwoc dem triung bay tai cdc vién
bao tang 6 VN. Doan Khu Truc 935 thuoc Su Poan 372 Khong Quan Nhan Ddn (CSVN)
la don vi khong qudn duy nhdt trén thé gidi vira sir dung MiG-21 vira sir dung F=5. Theo
thoi gian, viéc thiéu phu ting thay thé da dwa t6i tinh trang toan b F-5 bi cho nam u.
Nhung méi ddy, vao thang 5 nam 2017, nghe néi CSVN dang c6 y dinh khéi phuc mét sé
dé dia vao hoat dong tro lai.”

(http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Northrop F-5)

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO:

— Quén Sur Khong Quan VNCH, Lién Hoi Ai Hitu Khong Quan — Uc Chau
— So luge vé sy thanh 1ap cac don vi Khong Quan, Tran Manh Khoi

— South Vietnamese Air Force, Jim Mesko

— Flying Dragons, Robert C Mikesh

— Phi co Phan lyc va KQ/VNCH, Tran Ly

— Ky trc cua cac nién trudng, chién hitu KQ: Tran B4 Hoi, Dan Hoai Biru, Nguyén Qui Chan, Lé Nhu
Hoan, Nguyén Thién An, Lé Tuan Pat, Phan Huy Bach, Hoang Van Hung...
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PHAN II - NGANH PHAN LU'C (iép theo)

Nganh Khu Truc trong Khong Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa
Nguyén Hitu Thién

4. PHAN LUC CO A-37 DRAGONFLY

Cessna A—37 “Dragonfly” 13 loai phi co phan lyc tin cong dién dia (ground attack) hang
nhe, hai chd ngdi phia trudc, dé st dung trong chién tranh chéng phién loan (COIN:
counter—insurgency), duoc bién cai tir phi co huin luyén phan luc cin ban T-37C
“Tweety Bird” cia Khong Quan Hoa Ky. (Cht thich 1)

A-37 dugc trang bi hai dong co manh hon gip hai 1an dong co ctia T-37, 46 cimg cua hai
canh duoc ting cudng gip boi, véi tdm rack bom dudi canh, hai binh xing phu ¢ dau
canh, mdt minigun 7.62ly sau nong & miii phi co. Kha nang mang bom dan: 56801bs
(2576kg).

Vao thang 5/1967, kiéu A—37A dugc bay thir tai cin ct khéng quan England, Louisiana,
trudce khi trao cho Phi Doan 604 Cam Tu (604th Air Commando Squadron) thir nghiém
tai chién truong Viét Nam trong thoi gian 4 thang.

Cubi thang 7/1967, chin chiéc A—37A dau tién (da thao g& canh) duoc cac van tai co C—
141 Starlifter cho té1 Bién Hoa, sau do lép rap lai. Trudc sau, Phi Poan 604 da nhan duoc
téng cong 25 chiéc A—37A, dit can ct tai Bién Hoa va Pleiku. Ngay 15/8/1967, cac phi
co A—37A xuét tran lan dau tién. Tinh t6i cubi thang 9/1967, cac phi cong ctia Phi Poan
604 di thuc hién duoc 1673 phi xuat.
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Mic du kha ning bi han ché vé mot sé mit (chang han tam hoat dong), va nhiing bat tién,
tré ngai khong thé tranh khoi khi dugc cai bién tir loai phi co huin luyén véi hai chd ngdi
ngang ¢ phia trudc (nhung nay chi c6 mot hoa tiéu diéu khlen) phan lyc co A-37A da to
ra rat hitu hiéu trong chién tranh chéng du kich. Vi van toc nhanh gap doi A-1 (khoang
800km/gid), kha niang chui thang tir cao d6 2000m (6000 feet) xudng dé tha bom rdi vot
1én cao, kha ning cat canh tir nhitng phi dao ngan, tho so... A—37 qua 1a loai phi co ly
tudng dé thay thé A—1 trong nhiém vu yém trg bo binh trén chién trudng.

USAF A-37A trong Dy an ¢ Combat Dragonl

Vao thoi gian nay, viéc ché tao hang loat A-37da bat dau, va qua rat vu khuyét diém cia
du an Combat Dragon, dé c6 nhiing cai tién cap thoi dé phi co thém hoan hao. Nhitng
ch1ec A-37 xuit xuong sau khi di c6 sy cai tién nay duoc goi la A-37B, c6 kha nang tiép
té nhién liéu trén khong, va vdi hai dong co manh hon co thé tang 1én dén 6G, thay vi 5G
nhu kiéu A-37A.

Vao thoi gian dy an Combat Dragon dang tién hanh, 103 phi céng Viét Nam thudc ba Phi
Poan khu truc 51 6—?hi Ho, §20—Thﬁn Bao, va 524-Thién L61 da dugc chi dinh tiép nhan
phan lyc co A—37 dé thay the A—1.

Ngay 1/1/1968, Phi Poan dau tién trong sb nay la PP—524 & Nha Trang dugc 1énh ngung

hoat dong dé xuyén huan trén A—37. Mot thang sau, toan dau tién gébm 18 phi cong cia
Phi Doan dugc dua sang can cur khong quan England, Louisiana, hoc 1ai T-37.
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Cessna T—37 "Tweet"

Té6i thang 5/1968, mot toan huan luyén luu dong cua Hoa Ky dé to1 Nha Trang dé huan
luyén cac chuyén vién bao tri A—37. Trong thoi gian chuyen tiép nay, 14 chiéc A—1 cua
PP-524 d3 duogc phan phdi cho cac Phi Poan khac dé bd sung cho s6 phi co di bi thiét
hai: ba chiéc cho PP—516 ngoai Pa Néng, 10 chiéc cho PP-518 tai Bién Hoa va mot
chiéc cho PP—520 ¢ Binh Thuy.

Tuy nhién, cong viéc trang bi A—37 cho PP—524 di bi dinh tré nhiéu thang trdi do 4nh
huong ciia cac cude tin cong cua Viét cong trong Tét Mau Than (1968). Vi thé mai t6i
thang 11/1968, KQVN méi nhan dugc nhitng phi co diu tién, nguyén 1a nhiing chiéc T—
37 ciia B6 Chi Huy Huan Luyén Khong Quan (ATC) Hoa Ky duoc cai bién thanh A—
37A.

Théng 3/1969, cac phi co A—37 cia PD—524 bét dau xuat trin.

Ngay 19/4/1969, trong mdt budi 1& long trong dudi su chii toa cua Tong thong VNCH
Nguyén Vin Thiéu, sy hién dién cta Pho Tong théng Nguyén Cao Ky cung nhiu vién
chtic cao cap trong chinh phu, 1& ban giao phi co va ciing 1a 1& xuat quan chinh thirc ciia
PD—524 dudi quyén chi huy ciia Thiéu ta Pang Duy Lac da duoc to chirc tai CCKQ Nha
Trang.

Vé phan PP-520, vao khoang cubi thang 6/ 1968, nhom phi cong dau tién cing duoc dua
sang can cir khong quén England, Louisiana, dé xuyén huan A-37, va t6t nghiép vao
thang 11 cung nam. Thang 3/1969, Phi BPoan nhan duogc 5 chiéc A—37 dau tién tir Nha
Trang.
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A—-37B ciia Phi boan 520 “Thdn Bao”
A-378 of the 520th Fighter Squadron, 74th Tactical Wing, 4th Air Division at Binh Thily during 1970.

A-37s were well liked by VNAF aircrews for their agility and load carrying capability.

PP-516, Phi Poan A-37 thi ba, bat dau dugc xuyén hudn véo thang 9/1968 va man khoa
vao thang 3/1969.

T6i thang 5/1969, KQVN tiép nhan thém 54 chiéc A—37B dé lan luot trang bi cho ba Phi
Poan no1 trén.

Chi mot thoi gian rat ngan sau khi bay A—37, cac phi cong khu truc VN d4 nhan ra day la
mot loai phi co tuyét voi, lai vira vin véi kich thude ctia nguoi A dong. Du chua c6 nhiéu
kinh nghiém bay trén A—37, cac phi cong da thuc hién nhiing phi vu oanh tac véi mirc
chinh x4c ngoai dy tuéng (cac phi cong A—37 kinh nghiém chi cin tha bom trat myc tiéu
20 mét 13 da “tu bat man”!)

Phén khéi trude sy hitu hiéu cia loai phan 1~1_1’c vO trang duoc ménh danh la “nhc} nhét thé
gio1”, cac gioi chirc KQVN va KQHK dé n6 Iuc tién hanh chuong trinh thay the A-1
bang A-37.

Sau khi viéc tha}{ thé A—1 cho ba Phi Poan 524, 520, 516 hoan tat, trong thot gian tur cudi
nam 1969 t61 cudi nam 1970, da c6 thém 2 Bhi Doan trang bi A—37 duogc thanh 1ap 1a cac
Phi Boan 526 Quy Vuong (Satan) va 528 H6 Cap.

Gitta nam 1971, ndm trong chuong trinh Viét Nam hoa, vi¢c dao tao cac phi cér}g moi da
dugc khoi su tai can cir khong quan Sheppard ¢ Wichita Falls, Texas. Sau 30 tiéng “v&
long” trén phi co cdnh quat T-41 Mescalero, cac khoa sinh dugc chuyén sang hoc 1ai T—
37.

Té1 cuéi nam 1972, da ¢c6 thém ndm Phi Poan A-37 dugc thanh lap gé)m cac Phi Boan
532—Gau DPen, 534-Kim Nguu, 546—Thién Su, 548—0 ben, va 550-Nhén DPen.

Vé sb lugng phi co, téng cong trude sau KQVN dé nhén dugc 248 phan lyc co A-37
(khong ké 24 chiéc T-37 dung vao viéc huan luyén cua Phi Poan 920 thugc TTHLKQ).

[Trong tong sé phi co A-37B dwoc hing Cessna ché tao, KLVNCH da chiém téi 40%. S6 con lai ban
cho cac “khong lyc nha ngheo” ¢ chau My La—tinh, gom co Peru, Chi—loi, Columbia, Ecuador,
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Uraguay, Honduras, Guatamala, EI Salvador, va sir dung trong Vé Binh Quéc Gia (Air National
Guard) va cdac don vi Khong Qudn Truwe Bj tai noi dia Hoa Ky ]

Theo so dd té) chtrc cubi cung caa KQVN (thang 7/1974), 10 Phi Poan phan luc A-37
dugc phan bo nhu sau:

SP1KQ (Pa Ning):

— PP-516 Phi Ho (PDT dau tién: Thiéu ta Nguyén Van Vuong)
— Pb-528 H6 Cap (Thiéu ta Cao Van Khuyén)

— PP-550 Nhén Pen (Thiéu ta Lé Trai)

SD2KQ (Phan Rang):

— PD-524 Thién Loi (Thiéu ta Dang Duy Lac)

— PD-534 Kim Nguu (Thiéu ta Nguyeén Van Thi)
— PD-548 O Pen (Thi€u t4 Tran Manh Khoi)
SP4KQ (Binh Thiy):

— PP-520 Thén Bao (Thiéu,té Pham Quang Diém)
— PD-526 Quy Vuong (Thiéu ta Huynh Hiru Hai)
— PP-546 Thién St (Thiéu tad Lé Mong Hoan)
SP6KQ (Phu Cat):

— PP-532 Gau Pen (PPT cubi cung: Thiéu ta Lé Tuin Dat)
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5. KHA NANG & THANH TiCH
* Phan luc co F-5:

Pang tir khu truc co canh quat A—1 Skyraider chuyén thing sang phan luc co siéu thanh
F—5 phai duoc xem 1a mot “bude nhay vot” trong thoi gian chi c6 miy thang troi. Vay ma
chinh nhiing “cyuu phi cong canh quat” nay — chir khong phai cac phi cong cua Phi Poan
10 Khu Tryc Cam Tu (10th Fighter Commando Squadron) cua Hoa Ky, don vi ¢6 nhiém
vu thtr nghiém F—5 trén chién truong Viét Nam — da khién F—5 tré nén ndi tiéng quéc té.

V61 uu diém can thi¢p chién truong mau le nho van toc si€u thanh, F—5 dugc sur dung toi
da vao vi¢c oanh tac cac vi tri tap trung quan cua dich, pha huy cac hé thong tiép li¢u,
hodc ti€u diét chién xa, xe van tai bang rocket.

V& thanh tich, ngoai nhiing phi vu thuong nhét, F-5 da dugce st dung to1 mure t6i da trong
cudc phan cong Tét Mau Than (1968), dat so phi vu ky luc véi nhitng thanh tich dang né
phuc.

Ti,ép theo 1a cudc hanh quan vuot bién Cam-b6t nam 1970, cudc hanh quan Lam Son 719
tién danh vung Ha Lao nam 1971, va Mua He b6 Lua 1972.

Mot trong nhimg muc dich cua Hoa Ky trong viéc trang bi F—5 cho KQVN 1a dé bao vé
khong phéan sau khi Khong Quan Hoa Ky rat di, vi thé sau khi Phi Poan 522 Than Ung

dugc thanh 1ap, mot Biét Poi F—5 ciia Phi Poan da duoc dua ti CCKQ Da Nang d¢é san
sang nghénh can trong trudong hop cac phi co MiG cia CSBV xam nhép khong phan tur

huéng Bic.

T6i cudi nam 1972, nam trong du an Tang Cudng (Enhance) cua chuong trinh Viét Nam

hoéa, khi da co thém, nam Phi Poan F-5 khéc duogc 1an luot thanh 1ap, nhi¢m vu béo~vé
khong phan phia Bac cua Biét P01 522 da duoc trao lai cho Phi Boan 538 Hong Tién.
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[V6i nhiém vy chuyén biét la bay lén nghénh can phi co dich, Phi Doan 538 Hong Tién la Phi Podn F-5
dau tién duoc trang bi F-5E Tiger II, va ciing la Phi Poan F-5 duy nhat khong c6 chit “Ung” trong
danh hiéu)

Theo 161 mot cuu phi cong cua Phi Boan 538, khi dugc 1énh bao dong, Phi Doi img truc
phai bay vut 1€én cao (scramble), san sang nghénh can dich trong thoi gian nam phut,
nhung trong da s6 trudng hop, cac “Hong Tién” da chi mat ba phut rudi!

Rit tiéc, cho tdi ngdy tan cudc chién, tuy ¢ vai 1an cac phi co MiG ctia CSBV tir hudng
Bic vuot vi tuyén 17 véi téc do that nhanh, nhung khi cac F-SE bay bén thi chung di bay
mat sang khong phan Lao, ¢ 1& cac “Bach Nhan” cia CSBV khong muén do stc voi cac
“Hoéng Tién” cia VNCH.

Téi dau ném,1974, 18 ra cac phi cong F-5 trong KLVNCH da thuc; hién ké hoach tan
cong cac chién ham Trung cdng ¢ vung bién Hoang Sa, nhung cudi cung da phai hiy bo
vi “lénh trén khong cho danh”.

Theo cac cudc phong van cac nhan vt lién quan, trong dé6 cé cyu Thiéu ta HO Kim Giau,
ngudi timg gitr chtrc vu “quyén Phi doan truéng” PD—538 Hong Tién, sau ndy ngudi ta
duoc biét vao sang ngay 20/1/1974, luc lugng noi trén sin sang 1én duong nhung toi trua
thi ¢6 1énh tir phu tong théng hity bo.

V& sau, cac tai liéu lich st dugc bach hoa cho biét ngéy éy “Déng Minh” Hoa Ky khong

chi bat dén xanh va lam ngo cho Trung cong danh chiém Hoang Sa cuia VNCH ma sau d6
con ap luc TT Nguyén Van Thi€u huy bo cude tan cong tra diia.
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Pé that Ham d6i cta M¥ cho biét ho s& khong gitup do vige lién lac trén tan sb, sé khong
thong bao cho phia VN biét mot khi ra—da cta ho phat hién MiG cua Trung cdng cit canh
tir dao Hai Nam (theo tinh bdo My, cr mdi 15 phiit mot Phi Tudn), va ho ciing s& khong
tham gia viéc ctru vt cac phi cong VNCH trong trudng hop bi ban ha phai nhay du
xuéng bién. (Chi thich 2)

* Phan luc co A-37:

Trong nhiing nim sau cung ctia cudc chién, A—37 da trd thanh ngudn hoa lyc chinh yéu
ctia KLVNCH, va khong ai ¢6 thé phu nhén nhimg chu * ‘chuén chudn” (Dragonfly) bé
nho nay qua la loai phi co ly tuong nhit dé thay thé cac chang “thién kich” (Skyraider)
trong nhiém vu yém trg bd binh trén chién truong.

Trong bai “Ngudi Khu Truc Viét Nam” tac gia Van Pinh viét:

“Co nhitng nguoi KQ dat—ten—khong—mdy—dep (nghé cia chang) cho A-37, nhi la
‘Slow—jet’, hay la "Nong—noc—bay’, hay gi-gi di nita... A— 37 LA MOT PHI-CO TOT cho
chién truwong VN. Phi co dé bay, dé bao tri, nhé bé trén cao do (kho bdn), la mot platform

vitng khi dive—bomb (nho' hé thong yaw—dumper) nén bomb tha rit chinh xdc..

i

Ngay 19/4/1969, sau budi 1& xuit quan chinh thirc ctia PD—524, BTLKQ d t6 chirc budi
biéu dién hoa lyc cia AC—47 (PD-817 Hoa Long) va giai thi dua tic xa tai bai bién Nha
Trang giita cac loai phi co “fixed—wing”, gom A—1H (PP—518 Phi Long), F-5 (PP—522
Than Ung), va A—37 (PP—520 Than Bao, PP—524 Thién L6i), v6i két qua nhu sau:

Page 80 of 95



— A-37 ctia PP-520: dat s6 diém 214/240
— A-37 cua PD-524: 162/240
— F-5 ctia PD-522: 156/240.

Ciing nén biét, A—37 c6 kha ning bay mot may: dé tiét kiém nhién liéu (gia tang thoi gian
o trén khong), trong thoi gian cho doi tAn cong, hoa tiéu co thé tit mot may tb1 da 30
phut, sau khi mé mdy lai kiém soat néu thay tat ca déu binh thudng co thé tit may kia
trong khoang thoi gian tuong tu.

Co thé viét, tuong tu hai chiéc A—1 va F-5 trude day, chi trén chién truong Vi¢t Nam va
trong tay cac phi cong Vi¢t Nam, A—37 mdi chung té duoc su hitu hi€u va khai trién moi
kha nang cua n6 téi muc to1 da.

Sau khi viéc thay thé A—1 bang A—37 cho ba Phi Poan dau tién (524, 520, 516) hoan tat
vao gitta ndm 1969, hinh anh cua nhimg “nong-noc—bay” da tr¢ thanh niém tin cho quan
ban va noi kinh hoang cho quéan dich. Nho kha néng tiép ung mau le, khong mot ving dat
nao ctia Vung 1 Chién Thuat vang bong cac Phi H6 (516), khong ndi rimg nao ciia Ving
2 Chién Thuét khong c6 cac Thién Loi (524), vé phan cac Than Bao (520), tiéng 1a don
tra tai Vung 4 Chién Thuat nhung dia ban hoat dong chinh cua ho lai 1a Vung 3 Chién
Thuat, vi vao khoang thoi gian nay, tinh hinh chién sy ¢ Ving 4 chwa miy sbi dong,
trong khi & Bién Hoa va Tan Son Nhat khong c6 A-37.

* %k 3k

Nam 1971, lyc lugng A-37 da dong vai tro khong yém chinh yéu trong cudc Hanh quéan
Lam Son 719, tién danh c4c don vi chinh quy cua CSBV trén lanh thé Lao.

Luc lugng dich g6m khoang 31000 bo doi va 1800 xe van tai dugc CSBV dem sang Ha
Lao, chuan bi mé mdt cudc tin céng 1on vao mién Nam trong mua kho. Dé doat thé
thuong phong, B6 Tong tham muu QLVNCH di quyét dinh tin cong trude voi cude hanh
quan vuot bién quy mé mang tén Lam Son 719.

Luc lugng cua KQVN tham gia cudc hanh quan nay gdm SP1KQ va mot phan cua
SPB2KQ, chu yéu la phan luc A—37 va truc thang UH-1.

Khac voi cude hanh quan vuot bién Cam-bdt gan mot nam trugc do, 1an nay cac phi co
ciia KQVN da phai d6i dau véi hoa luc phong khong téi tan, hung hau chua timg thay,
gom hoa tién SAM, SA—7, dai bac phong khong 571y diéu khién bang ra—da... Theo su
md ta clia cac phi cong My timg tham chién trén bau troi Bac Viét, hoa luc phong khong
ctia dich tai Ha Lao khong thua gi ngoai Bac!

Nhung cac phi cong Viét Nam da khong chung budc trude nhimg hiém nguy, kho khin
do. Trong bon tuan 1€ dau ti€n cia cudc hanh quan, cac phi cong phan luc A—37 cua hai
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Phi Boan 516 Phi Hb (SP1KQ) va 524 Thién Lo61 (SD2KQ) dé bo xa cac phi cong My vé
ca tong sb phi xudt 1an gid bay ca nhan. Da s chién xa dich bj tiéu diét 1a thanh tich cua
céac phi cong A-37.

ROi t6i Mua He Do Lira 1972, bat chép cai chét trudc mat khi tro thanh moi ngon cho hoa
tién SA—7 va cac loai phong khong tbi tan cua dich, cac phi cong A-37, cung vdi cac phi
cong A—1, F-5, tryc thang vo trang di anh diing thi hanh moi phi vu yém trg chién
truong.

Tai Vung 1 Chién Thuat, lyc luong A-37, A-1, F-5 da gop cong dau trong vi¢c tai chiém
Quéng Tri.

Tai vung 2 Chién Thuat, trong cao diém cudc cong ham tinh ly Kontum cua quan CSBV,
mdi ngay cac phi cong A—1, A—37 da thyc hién trén 150 phi xuét yém tro tiép can.

Két qua, ca ba muu d cua CSBV trong Mua He Do Lira — cit dat hai tinh Quang Tri va
Thtra Thién ra khoi lanh th6 VNCH, danh chiém tinh ly Kontum, danh chiém quén ly An
Ldc — da that bat mot cach thé tham.

6. NGAY TAN CUQC CHIEN

Ngay 27/1/1973, mt hiép dinh dugc goi la “ngimg ban va tai 1ap hoa binh” da dugc bon
phia Hoa Ky, Viét Nan} Cong Hoa, cong séq Bac Viét, va Viét céng trong Nam (Mat
Tran Giai Phong) ky két tai Paris, véi cac diéu khoan hoan toan that 1gi cho phia VNCH.

Thue ra, néu tinh ddu ngudi, vao thoi gian ky két Hiép dinh Paris, so sanh luc luong bo
binh thi quéan s6 ctia d6i bén ngang ngira, nhung vi phai phong thu t6i ¥% lanh tho mién
Nam, luc lugng VNCH da bi phan tan mong. Tt do, uu thé ctia mién Nam tuy thude phﬁn
16n vao Khong Quan.
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Vé phﬁn KLVNCH, sau khi nhém‘ duoc F-5E Tiger II's& c6 du kha nang bao v€ khong
phan va yém trg chién truong mién Nam, véi hai dieu kién: CSBV khong vi pham Hiép
dinh Paris, va Hoa Ky duy tri vién tr¢g quan sy (phu tuing phi co, nhién liéu, bom dan...)

Thé nhung ngay sau khi dat but ky vao ban Hiép Dinh, CSBV di bt dau tién hanh cudc
xam luge mién Nam, va toi thang 7/1973, sau khi dugc Qudc Hoi M¥ bat dén xanh voi
Tu chinh Cooper—Church (cAm cac luc lvgng Hoa Ky, trong d6 ¢6 Khong Quan, tham
chién tai 3 quéc gia Bong Duong), Ha Noi dé cong khai tuyen bd nhiém vu cta mién Bic
1a “giai phong mién Nam dé tién t6i thong nhat dat nudc”

Vé phia Hoa Ky, Qudc Hoi My do cac thé luc phan chién liing doan, da cét giam vién trg
1.6 ty My kim trong tai khoa 1973-1974 do Chinh phu Nixon dé nghi xuong con 700
triéu. SO tién nay con bi khau trir 220 triéu 14 gia thanh ciia 100 chién dau co F-5 du tru
chuyen giao, vi chi chi con lai 480 triéu cho ca QLVNCH, trong khi vién tro ctia Lién X6
va Trung Cong cho CSBV d 1én t&i muc cao nhét trong sudt chiéu dai cudc chién.

Hau ¢t mién Béc di dugc (Hiép dinh Paris) bao dam khong con s¢ b1 phi co Hoa Ky
oanh tac, nén toan b hoa tién SAM va cac loai siing phong khong t61 tan, cac gian ra—da
huong dan da dugc di chuyén vao Nam dé do1 phé vai phi co cia KLVNCH.

Ciing cAn nhin manh, tit ca moi loai phi co do KQVN str dung déu khong duoc trang bi
hé thong dién tir chdng ra—da dich (ECM: electronic counter—measures) nhu cac chién
d4u co cua Hoa Ky, vi thé khi hoat dong tai nhiing vung do dich kiém soat, rat dé dang
tré thanh muc tiéu cho hoa tién SAM va céc loai cao xa hudng dan bang ra—da.

Bén canh d6, CSVN con duge khbi Cong trang bi loai vii khi phong khong cd nhan moi
nhat, to1 tan nhat, hiru hi¢u nhat ltc bay gio la hda tién tdm nhiét SA-7.

Nguyén nhan dua tdi viée Lién X6 nghién ctru ché tao va vién trg SA—7 cho CSVN chinh
1a sy hitu hiéu cia KLVNCH trong cong tac yém tro chién truong. Trong bao céo giri vé
cho thuong cp, cac chuyén vién vé phong khong ctia VC trong Nam cho biét kho khin
cua ho la khi phi co (cuia VNCH) bay trén cao lam nhiém vu oanh tac thi dai bac phong
khong 371y ban khong t61 (luc d6 VC trong Nam chua c6 571ly), con khi phi co xuéng
thap 1am nhiém vu yém tro tiép can thi dai lién 12.81y khong da manh, da nhanh dé ban
ha, chua ké ¢6 thé con bi hoa luc cua phi co tiéu diét.

SA-7 da giai quyét duoc kho khan néi trén, da t6 ra vo cung hiru hiéu trong viéc ban ha
cac phi co bay thap. SA—7 duoc sir dung 1an dau tai chién truong Tri-Thién trong Mua
Hé Do Lira 1972, t6i dau nam 1973 da duoc dua vao chién truong phia Nam cing véi dai
béac phong khong 571y huéng dan bang ra—da.

Ké tir khi c6 su xuat hién cta hoa tién dia khong SA—7 tai chién trudng mién Nam, sb
luong phi co bi ton that va s6 phi cong hy sinh da gia ting mot cach dang ngai.
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Trong sau thang dau ném‘ 1973, da c6 it nhét 22 hoa tién SA—7 duoc dich phong 1én, ha
tém phi co cua VNCH, gobm mot A—37, mot F-5A, ba A—1, hai UH-1, va mot CH-47.
Tat ca tdm phi hanh doan hy sinh.

. I
e

Hod tifn t4m nhiét SA-7 Grail
Trong sau thang cudi nam, ¢ thém 20 phi co khac bi SA—7 bén ha.

Qua nam 1974, trong sb tam chiéc A—37 bi dich bén ha trong ntra nam dau, c6 toi nam
chiéc rot vi hoa tien SA-7.

Nhung du gép kho khan, nguy hiém gip may 14n thoi gian trudc mua he 1972, va cho du
d3 c6 nhitng thay doi vé chlen thuat tac chién (khong dugc xudng thip trong nhiéu truong
hop), trong nhitng phi vu yém trg quan ban dang giao tranh vai dich, cac phi cong khu
truc A—1, A-37, va F-5 thay vi chi oanh tac tir trén cao, van xudng thip dé oanh kich, xa
kich d1ch quan mot cach chinh xac, bat chdp moi hiém nguy.

Trong giai doan ndy, tinh chung vé moi mat, A—37 13 loai phi co hitu hiéu nhét vi vira
nhanh nhen (c6 vong queo tuong db6i hep) vira dugc trang bi dé c6 thé oanh tac theo su
huéng dan cta h¢ thong BOBS (Beacon Only Bombing System), gitip phi co c6 kha nang
hoat dong vé dém hoic trong diéu kién thoi tiét xau.

(Khu truc co canh quat A—1 va phan lyc co siéu thanh F-5 ciing duoc trang bi hé théng
BOBS, tuy nhién toan bo A—1 sau nay da bi dinh dong, con F-5 thi gitr nhi€ém vu chinh la
phong thu khong phan nén ciing it khi thi hanh cac phi vu BOBS).

Trong thang 11/1973, cac phi co A—37 cta Phi Poan 524 Thién L61 (SD2KQ) da 1ap
cong dau trong tran Quang Dirc, noi Trung Poan 53 thudc Su Poan 23 Bo Binh tai chiém
Québc 16 14 tir tay Cong trudng 9 cua VC. Pay 1a tran danh 16n nhét ké tir ngay Hiép Dinh
Paris dugc ky két.

Budc sang dau nim 1974, viéc Hoa Ky cit giam vién trg cho tai khoa 1973-1974 cung
voi cudc khung hoang dau hoa & Trung Pong da anh hudng tram trong to1 hoat dong ctia
KQVN.
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Nhung du phuong tién hoa!: dong b1 han ché, trong nam 19743 luc luong A-37 cling da
lap dugc mot chién cong dé doi, néu khong mu@p noi 1a vo tien khoang hau: ti€u diét
nguyén mdt doan xe van tai dai hang chuc cay s6 cuia CSBV.

Puoc tin tinh bao do Quan Poan II cung cip, phi co quan sat caa Phi Poan 118 Bic Pau
(Sb6KQ) da theo doi va phat hién mot doan xe Molotova van chuyén v khi, dan duoc
tai mot doan déo trong mat khu An Lao & vung Tam Bién. Lap tirc, luc luong A—37 ctia
cac Su Poan KQ duge diéu dong tdi noi, va ap dung chién thuét “danh dau chian dudi”.

Vi doan xe dang ¢ trén déo, mot bén 1a vach nai mét bén 1a vuc tham, cho nén sau khi
nhirng chiéc di dau va di cudi bi ti€u di¢t, ca doan xe bi ket ciing, tré thanh nhirng muc
ti€u bat dong cho A-37. K&t qua toan bd doan xe da bi tiéu diét.

Tuy nhién, chién tich noi trén cling chi 1a mdt truong hop hi€ém hoi, va it nhiéu do su chu
quan bat can td1 mirc khong thé chap nhan cua céac cap chi huy doan xe Molotova!

* %k ok

Tai Vung 1 Chién Thuat, muc giéi han hoat dong cia KQVN con cao hon nita do viéc
CSBV di dua cac gian hoa tién dia khong (SAM) SA—2 vao tan Quang Tri. Bén trong
tong sd tam chiéc phan luc co tham tinh RF—5 caia KQVN di bi SA—2 ban ha trong luc
thuc hién cong tac chup khong anh trén dudng mon Ho Chi Minh.

i

Tai Vung 4 Chién Thuat — ving dong bang song Curu Long — trude kia thuong dugc xem
la trong d6i an toan nhat cho phi co vi dia thé bang phang, trong trai, khong thuén loi cho
viée bd tr cac gian phong khong, nay lai tro nén nguy hiém nhét sau khi c6 su xuat hién
cua hoa tién tAm nhiét SA—7 (vi thé, da s6 SA—7 cua dich da duoc dua vao Vung 3 va
vung 4 Chién Thuét).

Trong nim 1974, SP4KQ d bj thiét hai ning né vé phi co ciing nhu phi hanh doan khi
tham gia hai tran danh 16n, mot gitta Su Poan 7 B§ Binh va Cong Truong 3 VC tai Kién
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Tudng, mot giita luc lugng Tiéu khu Kién Hoa va Trung Poan chii lyc Dong Thap cia
dich.

T6ng cong trong nam 1974, KQVN da mat 299 phi co céc loai, phan 16n do hoa lyc
phong khong dich.

Budc sang nam 1975, theo con s6 cua Khdi Dic T,réch Kh}l Truc BTL/KQ, chi trong
thang 1 da c6 17 phi co thudc ng,émh khu tryc bi ban rot, gdm 13 A-37, ba A—1, va mdt
F-5. Pay 1a mtrc d§ tham hai nhat trong lich st nganh khu truc!

Tinh hinh cang thém bi dat sau khi Quéc Hoi Hoa Ky lai quyét dinh cat giam vién tro
quan sy cho tai khoa 1974-1975 xu6ng chi con 300 triéu My kim cho ca QLVNCH (nén
biét trong tai khoa 1971-1972, chi riéng vién trg cho KQVN da 1én to1 gan 500 tri€u).

Vi thiéu bom dan va nhién liéu du trir chi du cho thoi gian hai thang, cac phi vu da bi han
ché téi mire toi da. Bi anh huong nang né nhat 1a nganh khu tryc, cac phi co chi duoc
trang bj phan nira bom dan, va mdi trai bom dugc tha phai bao céo chi tiét vé Bo tu 1énh
Khong Quan (Chu thich 3)

Giira thang 12/1974, CSBV tham do phan tng ctia Hoa Ky bing cach cho hai Su Poan
chinh quy Bic Viét, dugc sy yém tro cua phéao binh, xe boc thép, va cac luc luong phong
khong, tan cong Phudc Long. Ngay 7/1/1975, tinh ly Phudc Long that thu. Hoa Ky khong
hé c6 mot phan tng gi, cho du chi 1a mot 16i tuyén bd sudng!

Pugc “an tim” vé phia Hoa Ky, CSBV lién cho tién hanh cudc tong tan cong mién Nam
VN, ma theo du tru trude day ciia Ha Noi, phai doi t&éi nam 1976.

Sau khi chiém Phuéc Long, CSBV dua thém hai Su Doan quan chinh quy vao Nam, nang
tong so 1én té1 15 Su Boan (ltc d6 CSBV c6 tong cong 18 Su Poan).

DPém 9/3/1975, cudc tong tin cong ciia CSBV bat dau véi viée tién danh thanh phd Ban
Mé Thuét tai Ving 2 Chién Thuat. Mac du lyc lugng ddn tra anh diing chéng tra, va cac
phan luc co A—37 tan tinh yém tro, ban chiy nim chién xa T—54, nhung voi ty I¢ quan s6
1 choi 5, toi chidu ngay 10/3/1975, phi trudng va phan nira thanh phd di lot vao tay dich.

Tir Sai Gon, Tong thong Nguyén Vin Thiéu ra 1énh cho Su Poan 23 B Binh phai giit
Ban M¢é Thuot béng moi gid. Tuy nhién trudc mot luc luwong dich 4p ddo, cho du cac phi
co A—37 (chu yéu la cua Phi Doan 532 Gau Den toi tir Phu Cat) da thyc hién trén 200 phi
Xuat yém trg tlep can, gy cho dich nhiing ton that dang ké, t&i ngay 14/3/1975, Ban Mé
Thuot da bi that thu.
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Cessna A-37 Phi Doan 516 "Phi HE"

Sau khi mat Ban Mé Thuét, Kontum va Pleiku “di tan chién thuat”. T6i ngay 29/3/1975,
ba Nang lot vao tay dich.

Sau khi Hué, Da Néng ¢ Vung 1 Chién Thuat lot vao tay Béc quan, t6i ngay 31/3/1975,
thanh ph6 Quy Nhon ¢ Vung 2 Chién Thuat cling bi mat. Tuy nhién, dich quan da phai
trd mdt gid kha dat trudce tinh than chién dau diing cam téi gio phut chét cua cac phi cong
A-37.

Toan bo luc luong A-37 cua Khong Doan 82 Chién Thuat (Phu Cat) va Khong Doan 92
Chién Thuat (Phan Rang), gom cac Phi Boan 532 Gau Den, 524 Thién Loi, 534 Kim
Nguu, va 548 O Pen da tham gia tran phan cong, ti€u diét hon phan nira tong s6 chién xa
dich.

T6i dau thang 4/1975, tai phong tuyén Phan Rang, sau khi Chuan tuéng Pham Ngoc
Sang, Su doan truong SP6KQ (tir Pleiku di tan vé) dugc B6 Téng Tham Muu QLVNCH
chi dinh dac trach viéc phong tha Phan Rang, toan bo A—37 cia Khong Doan 92 Chién
Thuat — gdm ba Phi Poan 524, 534, va 548 — du6i quyén chi huy cta Pai td Lé Vian
Thao, da xuat kich ngay dém dé chan dich.

Sau khi Phan Rang va Xuén Loc that thi, mot trong nhimg hoat dong sau cting ctia cac ,
phan luc~A—37 dugc ghi nhan 1a phi vu oaqh tac tra diia Phan Rang sau khi Tan Son Nhat
bi Nguyén Thanh Trung va phi cong dich tan cong.

Nguyén vao chiéu ngay 28/4/1975, Nguyén Thanh Trung — vién Trung Gy phi cong F-5
phan boi d3 oanh tac Dinh Doc Lap ngay 8/4/1975 — huéng dan bdn chiéc A-37 cua ta bi
bo lai, tir Phan Rang bay vé Tan Son Nhat oanh tac cac bii dau phi co voi y do ngan chan
viéc di tan; két qua ba chiéc AC—119, mdt s6 C—47 bi hu hai, mot s6 A—37 trang bi san
bom dan bi phét nd.
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Ngay trong dém do, mét Phi Tu:?ln g6m bdn chiéc A-37 do Thiéu ta Nguyén Phan Chan
(Phi Doan 548 O Den) huong dan da bay nguoc ra Phan Rang tra duia, oanh kich phi
truong da bi dich chiém.

Tai Vung 4 Chié{l Thuat, cho t61 9:00g sang ngay 30/4/1975, phi cong A-37 cua cac Phi
Poan 520, 526 van ti€p tuc cat canh bay vé€ Vung 3 dé€ thi hanh cac phi vu tac chién, yém
tro quan ban & vong dai thu dé Sai Gon.

Khoang 10:00g sang, sau khi dugc tin quan cong san da tran qua Lo T¢ Ba Xe (thanh phd
Can Tho), Phong Hanh Quan Chién Cudc da ra I¢nh cho cac phi cong A-37 cua PD-520
thuc hién phi vu oanh kich & ngay vanh dai khu vuc an ninh phi truong.

Sau ndy, mot phi cong hoi tudng:

“... Khi chiing t6i vdc dit ra phi dao ldy tau danh gidc, thi rat nhiéu anh em qudn nhdn
cdc cdp trong Sw Poan 4 Khéng Quan lic dy da tran ra doc theo bdi ddu va cdt tiéng
hoan hé ¢é vil chiing téi. Khi cdt canh thi hanh céng tdc, t6i mé mdy nghe 1énh dau hang
cua T ong thong Duwong Van Minh ma nuwde mdt ciia minh tuén trao...” (Pham Vin Ban - Nhing
chuyén bay dinh ménh)

Cung luc, cac phi cong A—37 thuc hién cac phi vu trén khoéng phan thu d6 Sai Gon, trén
duong bay vé cdn cr ciing c6 cung tim trang bi ai khi nghe 1énh budng sting cia vi “tong
thong ba ngay™...

THAY LOI KET

Chiéu 30/4/1975, khi nhimg chiéc phi co (di tan) cudi cung roi phi trudng Can Tho, noi
dat ban doanh cua SB4KQ, trang sur cudi cung cua Khong Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa da
chinh thuc khép lai.

Tinh tir ngay 1/7/1955, ngay 1a co vang ba soc do dugc thuong 1én tai CCKQ Nha Trang,
danh dau ngay quan chung Khong Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa dugc chinh thuc thanh 1ap,
chua du 20 nam.

Riéng nganh khu truc, tinh tir ngay 1/6/1956, ngay thanh lap Phi Poan 1 Khu Truc &
Trinh Sat ta1 CCKQ Bién Hoa, chua tron 19 tuoi.

Nhung sau ngay tim man nhung da ha xudng trén san khau chinh tri Viét Nam,
KLVNCH no6i chung, nganh khu truc no1 riéng, da khong bi chim vao quén lang, ma
nhimg tiéng thom, nhitng chién tich, nhitng huyén thoai trong thoi gian t6n tai ngan ngui
ay van dugc tran trong ghi lai trong lich sir hang khong quan su qudc té.
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Bai viét nay chi 1a mot dong gop nhod b¢ vao viéc xac dinh vi tri xirng dang cua nganh
khu truc KLVNCH trong dong lich st ay.

Nguyén Hivu Thién
Melbourne, Australia
(chinh swa lan cuoi thang 11/2017)

CHU THICH:

(1) Mac du sau nay cling dugc ban cho mdt vai khong luc “nha ngheo”, Iuc ban dau viéc ché tao A-37
Dragonfly chi nhdm myc dich duy nhét 14 thay thé cac khu truc co canh quat A—1 Skyraider dd qua cii va
cham chap ctia KLVNCH. Nhiéu ngudi con tin rang chinh vi dugc danh riéng cho KQVN nén A-37
moi duge ngudi My dat tén “Dragonfly” va chuong trinh thir nghiém A—37 tai chién truong VN duoc
goi 1a du 4n “Combat Dragon”, chi vi con rong 1a biéu tuong ciia KQVN!
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Mot trong hau chiéc A-37 cua KLVNCH — bj CSVN phé& thai —
dugc Temora Aviation Museum, NSW, Australia, mua lai dem vé Uc
phuc h8i dé trung bay va phi dién trong cac airshow

(2) Vao nim 2014, nhan danh dau 40 nim cudc Hai chién Hoang Sa gitra Trung cong va VNCH, bao
Thanh Nién ¢ trong nu6c da dang mot loat bai vé tran hai chién nay, trong s6 d6 c6 bai phong van “Dai
ta CSVN Nguyén Thanh Trung”, tirc vién Trung iy phi cong F—5 phan boi da oanh tac Dinh Poc Lap
ngay 8/4/1975, va toi chiéu 28/4/1975 d3 hudng dan bdn chiéc A—37 tir Phan Rang bay vé oanh tac Tan
Son Nhat.

Trong bai phong vén, Nguyen Thanh Trung (NTT) da bia dat, théu dét nhiéu tinh tiét, phong dai cac dir
kién v6i muc dich dé cac thé hé sinh sau dé mudn tin rang ngay y viéc “tai chiém” Hoang Sa d& nhu tr&
ban tay, va db t6i cho Tong théng VNCH Nguyén Vin Thiéu da khong chiu cho tién hanh, khong ngoai
muc dich danh lac huéng du luan, dé nguoi dan quén di cai “cong ham ban nudc” cia CSVN do Thu
tuéng Pham Vian Dong ky nim 1958, nhin nhan chii quyén ctia ¢an anh Trung cong trén toan cdi bién
Pong, trong d6 c6 Hoang Sa.
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Bai phong van NTT da bi nhiéu cyu dong doi, cap chi huy cii 1én tiéng bac bo, vach tran muu d6 “chay
t6i” cua ché d6 CSVN.

Doc gia co thé tim doc bai phong van cyu Thiéu ta H6 Kim Giau, nguyén Phi doan pho PP—538, c6 thoi
gian giit chirc vu quyén Phi doan truéng PD—538 (khi Trung ta Pham Dinh Anh, Phi doan truéng, di du

hoc), hién duoc Uy Ban Hoang Sa phd bién rong rai trén cac website cia ngudi Viét hai ngoai, trong d6
c6 Canh Thép va Hoi Quan Phi Diing (twa dé: KQVNCH va cudc hai chién Hoang Sa).

Riéng tac gia bai viét nay da dugc cyu Dai ty phi cong F—5 Phan Huy Bach, nguyén Phi d6i truong Phi
Dboi 1, PD-542 Kim Ung, thuét lai nguyén van nhu sau:

“V& ké hoach danh tra diia cudc 14n chiém Hoang Sa cua Trung cong thi trudc Tét nam 1974, toi vé
trinh dién B Tu Lénh KQ dé lam thu tuc di hoc kho4 ‘Tactical Weapons Delivery Instructor’, trong thoi
gian 6 B6 Tu Lénh, t61 da dugc goi vao Khéi Bic Trach Khu Truc va duoc chi thi tinh kha ning cua F—
5 ra Hoang Sa tén cong chlen ham cua TC. Sau khi tinh xong, 61 da bao cao la F-5 c6 thé ra Hoang Sa
dugc nhung c6 mot sd van dé can giai quyét nhu sau:

— Mic du F-5A luén mang theo hai binh xing phu ¢ ddu canh va mot binh xang phu 16n ¢ duéi bung
nhung vi khoang cach ra Hoang Sa qué xa nén s€ phai mang thém hai binh xang phu 16n nita ¢ dudi
canh.

— May lién lac UHF trén F-5 s€ ra ngoai tam hoat dong dé c6 thé lién lac duge voi dai kiém bao Panama
¢ ba Nang, do d6 can c6 mot phi co bay gitta Pa Nang va Hoang Sa dé relay [chuyén tiép].

— F—5 ¢6 bon pylon ¢ dudi canh nén khi phai mang thém hai binh xang phu nira thi chi con chd mang hai
qua bom. Ciing vi khoang cach xa nén chi c6 thé mang hai qua bom no6 loai 2501bs.

— Thoi gian trén ving khong qua 15 phat va mdi phi co chi 1am hai pass dé tha bom.

Ngudi My ngoai viéc khong hd tro cudc tra diia ndy con cho biét 1a Ham Doi 7 & trong ving néu c6 thiy
dugc MiG cua TC cat canh tir Hai Nam 1én thi ciing s& khong thong béo cho phia VN, va ho ciing s&
khong tham gia viéc ctru vét phi cong VN khi phai nhay du xudng bién. Theo toi, day ciing 1a 1y do
khién Téng théng Thiéu phai ra 1énh hily bo ké hoach nay.”

(3) Chuong trinh “tiét giam” khong chi danh cho Khong Quéan ma ap dung cho toan thé QLVNCH.
Chang han vé phia Hai Quan, cac hoat dong trén bién bi giam 50%, con hoat dong trén song ngoi giam
to1 72% (theo Air War in Vietnam, Phil Chinnery, trang 182). Trong cudn Not With Guns Alone, mot
nha bao Uc ké lai tai mién T4y, mot Tiéu doan VNCH da bi dich tiéu diét sau khi ban hét dan, va tai
mién Trung, mdi khau dai bac chi dugc cip mdi ngay 4 vién dan!

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO:

— Quan Stir Khong Quan VNCH, Lién Hoi Ai Hitu Khong Quan — Uc Chéu
— So lugc vé su thanh 14p cac don vi Khong Quan, Tran Manh Khoi

— South Vietnamese Air Force, Jim Mesko

— Flying Dragons, Robert C Mikesh

— Phi co Phan Iyc va KQ/VNCH, Tran Ly
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— Ky trc cia cac nién trudng, chién hitu KQ: Tran B4 Hoi, Dan Hoai Biru, Nguyén Qui Chan, Lé Nhu
Hoan, Nguyén Thién An, Lé Tuan Pat, Phan Huy Bach, Hoang Van Hung...

LOI CAM TA

Xin chdn thanh cam on sw quan tam va nhitng 107 khich 1é quy bau ciia quy nién truéng, chién hitu trong
Nganh Khu Truc da danh cho chiing t6i trong viéc bién soan tai liéu nay; ciing khong quén cam on

“Bdc Pau” V6 Y — cueu Phi doan trudng PD—118 (SP6KQ) — da gitip d chiing téi lién lac dwge véi cdc
nién truéng, chién hiru néi trén.

KQ Nguyén Hivu Thién
Biét Poan 83 va Phi Poan 522

Trong qua trinh bién soan loat bai Nganh Khu Tryc trong KLVNCH, vi cac ngudn tai lidu
tham khao do mot s6 tac gia ghi lai khac nhau, chang toi da cb gang lién lac voi nhiéu vi
nién trudng tén tudi timg phuc vu tai Biét Poan 83 dé tim hiéu vé don vi dic biét nay, va
lién h¢ gitra Bi¢t D6i khu truc A—1 cia Biét Poan véi Phi Boan 522 khu truc A—1 (trude
khi PD—522 tr¢ thanh Phi Poan phan luc siéu thanh F-5 dau tién cia KQVN vao thang
6/1967).

Thé nhung cang tim hiéu, chung t6i cang sa vao “mé hon tran”. Khi bay to tdm tu véi
mot vi NT trong nganh khu truc ma ban than rat quy trong, chiing t61 da dugc 6ng
khuyén, dai y nhu sau:

“Biét Doan 83 va Phi Doan 522 la hai don vi dac biét trong mot giai doan bét 6n chinh
tri, bi chi phoi boi nhiéu yéu to phure tap. Vi the, co nhitng sy thdt khong nén tim hiéu,

nhitng su kién khong nén mo xé, nhiing cau hoi khong nén dat ra.”

Thanh thir mic du trong long van con “am uc”, cudi cung chung toi da phai két thic phan
nay mot cach vo thudng vo phat, va... vo tich su, nhu sau:

“Biét Doi khu truc cua l?iét Doan 83 va Phi Doan 522 khu truc la nhitng lyc luong tdac
chién dwoc thanh ldp dé thi hanh nhitng phi vu ddc biét, hodc bi mat.”

Nay doc lai bai “Nhd Ca Khung Troi Mdy T rang Bay!” cua NT Tran Ngoc Nguyén Vi,
chung toi moi voi bot “am re”, boi ngay chinh tac gia — mot phi cong khu truc ky cyu
tung phuc vu tai Bié€t Poan 83 — cling da phai dung lai & mot gioi han can thiét.

Sau ddy chung t6i xin phép trich dang phan viét vé Biét Poan 83 cia tac gia:

“Biét Poan 83! Pon vi dau doi:
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Biét Boan 83! Cdi tén nghe vira bi mdt lai vira hao hing va lang man. Nhung chiéc do
khong lam nén thuy tu, mot cdi tén khong tir né tao ra huyén thoai ma la do nhitng nguwoi
ma phong dé va viéc lam ciia ho da di vao huyén thoai tao nén.. . nhitng cai tén nhu Co
Trang: Nguyen Cao Ky, Phan Thanh Van, Luu Kim Cwong, Nguyén Ngoc Khoa, Nguyén
Van Tam... T han Phong: Nguyén Van T Tvwong, Huynh Van Vui, Nguyén Huy Cuong,
Nguyen Thé Té, Nguyén V. Quy, Nguyen Quéc Phién, Tran Bd Hoi, Nguyen Quoc Thanh,
Nguyén Ngoc Thikc... Long Ma: Ho Bdo Pinh, Nguyén Vin Nghia, D6 Van Hiéu, Nguyén
Ouy An, Nguyén Van Thang, Pham Céng Khanh... Queen Bee Trwong Vin Vinh...

TU trédi: cdc NT Nguy&n Van Tydng (Tudng myc), Nguyén Qudc Phién (Phién réch),
Luu Kim Cuong (Cuong khénh), Nguyén Ngoc Khoa (Khoa den, cdn anh), va
Nguyén Huy Cuong (Cuong khao). Cha thich cua NT Tr&n B4 Hoi

Nhitng nguwoi ma ngay dém van than nhién di—vé trén quing dwong sinh—tir dé thi hanh
nhiing cong tac cuc ky kho khan va nguy hiém... Nhiing cong viéc ho lam tuong chung
nhur chi dwoc nghe ké trong nhitng cdu chuyén than thoai... Ho chinh la nhitng ngwoi da
viét ra mét pho ‘huyén sir’ digc mang tén la ‘Biét Poan 83

Hbi con & ngoai dén sy, t61 thudng hay ghe phong doc sach cua Trung Tam Van Hoa
Viégt-M¥ & goc duong Lé Loi—Nguyén Hug¢ dé muon nhitng tap chi c0 bai viét dang hinh
anh cia KQVNCH. Téi say mé nhin ngam chiéc 40 bay den c6 théu tim huy hiéu “Than
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Phong” va udc ao sau nay minh dugc mac nd... Khi ra nhap KQ va dugc huin luyén dé
tré thanh mot phi cong khu truc, ré1 dugce thuyén chuyén vé BD8&3, t61 tuéng minh dang
nam mo... nhung gidc mo ay da trd thanh sy that...

Khi viét bai nay toi khong viét “lich sir ciia Biét Poan 83” vi t6i khong du tu cach ma chi
viét theo cam nhan va nhiing trai nghiém riéng ctia minh... “Biét Poan 83”! Mot don vi
ma tu sy thanh 1ap dén cich diéu hanh nhan sy qué phuc tap. Pham vi hoat dong cua nd
trai khap lanh th6 hai mién Nam Bic, vuot qua bién gidi Lao, Thai, Mién... va lién quan
dén nhiéu t6 chtc khac nhau...

Tir “S& Lién Lac” cua Trung ta Kinh thuc “Tong théng phu” thoi “dé nhit Cong Hoa”
dén “Nha K¥ Thuat” ctia Pai t4 Nu thudc phong 7 cia bod Téng Tham Muu tho1 “dé€ nhi
Cong Hoa” t&i1 cac co quan MACV, MACSOG cua Hoa Ky. “Biét Poan 83” tuy 1a mdt
don vi KQ nhung lai khong thudc quan s6 cua BTL KQ, n6 c6 thé coi nhu 1a mot “Bo Tu
Lénh KQ” thu nhd, n6 so hitu hau hét cac loai phi co cua Khong Luc VNCH thoi béy
gi0, tir van tai, tryc thang, quan sat dén khu truc...

Su c6 mat cua “Phi Doan Khu Tryc 5227 canh BD cling da gay ra su “hiéu 1am” cho giol
quan sat thoi bay gio. That ra thi PD—522 khong thudc quén s6 cua BD ma thudc quan so
ctia “Khong Poan 33 Chién Thuat”. Hau hét nhitng “nhan vat gao coi” ctia Biét Poan
ngay xua da khong con nira. Hién nay nguoi duy nhat c¢6 da uy tin dé viét vé BD 83 1a
Trung ta Nguyén Ngoc Khoa, nhung dng da “rira tay gac kiém” gia tir “giang hd” tir 1au...

Nguyén Hivu Thién

Chiéc A-37B S/N 10779 nguyén cua Phi Poan 516 Phi Ho, dugc Vién Bao Tang Hang
Khong Temora, Qc—dai—lo’i, phuc hoéi va “sao y ban chanh” mau son, phu hi¢u..., da tung
canh tro lai vao dau thang 9 nam 2018 trong Air Show nhan weekend Father’s Day ¢ Uc:

“After extensive restoration work on VH-XVA by the Temora Aviation Museum'’s
Engineering Team, the aircraft returned to flight in 2018 and regularly participates in

Aircraﬁ Showcase Days.” (Chut thich ctia Temora Aviation Museum, Australia / Photos by courtesy of Duncan
Fenn Photography)
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Nguyén Hivu Thién

nguon: hoi quan phi diing

P

Nguon: Internet eMail by tkd swu tam

Dang ngay Thir Nam, February 20, 2025
Ban Ky Thudt Khod 104A-72/SQTB/PD, bP11/TDIND, QLVNCH
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