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Theo théng ké Viet-Mg: KQVN chét 10, M chét 215; KQVN mat tich 4, My 38; d6 1a
hau qua sau 42 ngdy cta cudc hanh quan Lam Son 719 vi nhd “chan 1y day roi!... Chién
thuat ca cang ludt thoang trén ngon”, thudng thuong trén cao do 50 thudce voi am thanh
gam thét nhu ludn ludn cé 6 con 1ong phun ltra m6i ap dao ke dich phai chui rac, duoi
d6, vi bi theo dudi boi 32 con mét diéu hiu rao dao tim kiém dich thi quanh quan dau
day, vira 16 dang bong den nao thoat ra khoi chién xa dé dao thoat ciing bi di 3 dau miii 6
nong phun xudéng mot tran mua dan budc phai nga quy tai chd, khong co mong nao chay
thoat ludi hai tir than. Dic biét, canh rimng chdi da beo hinh chit nhut ngéd xudng truc 1o da
bi cic nong sung chia nhau quat khap moi noi khi chwa c6 muyc tiéu kha nghi nao xuét
hién. Duéi cach do gén 16 15 nhd vai hAm ca nhan B—40, dit vang nghé con tuoi roi, da bi
minigun gid nat tu bay lau rdi, canh vat noi chién dia cing doan xe im lim bat dong nhu
khung hinh chét cua bii tha ma, trén do ngun ngut tod ra dat do vai dam khoi con lai trén
xé4c cac chién xa tring rockets. Noi ddy linh BV d3 bo chay ngay sau khi chiéc thir 2 cua
Loc dong Xuéng thém 38 rockets chong Tang. Bﬁy gi0 con lai canh bia rung hinh chir
nhut ng6 xuéng con 10, dang bi toi nghi ngd 1a vai chiéc PT-76 dang chia nong 76ly
xudng con 10, kem theo vai khau dai lién 14.5ly, nhung c6 1& khong con ai song sot. Toi
cling hiéu ra rang vé6i 16m nho rimg chdi ndy di bi cac minigun phun xubng cay nat, tat
ca di chém veé theo bo binh ting thiét vao dam rimg gia sau lung. Ching chay ra khoi bia
rung khi t61 nhin lai sau du6i, phat hi¢n nhung tam dan dao minigun chiéc 2 chia vé
huéng 1 gid, nhung chwa du xa trudng sat hai, ciing nhu Trung si Ptc ban voi ra sau
huéng 5 gio nhung ciing trét huét, vo tich sy vi dan dao khong thé t6i duogc. Thé 1a nhom
nay da thoat nan dé lai mot sé PT—76 khong con ngudi didu khién. Cai toan quan BV nay
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kha thong minh nén dao thoat kip; t61 dang nghe trong tan s6 Guard, tiéng nguoi Viét
ngdi backseater (ngudi “thap ting ti” ngdi sau co thé 1a quan sat vién KQVN, Phao Binh
dién dia, Phao Binh Du, TQLC, hodc si quan Phong 3) trén FAC Bronco OV-10 cho biét
10 phut nita phi co chién thuat s& dén dap thém vao doan convoy chién xa nay. Vira lam
mot pass rai dai 8 hoa tién vao bia rung ngo xubng con 19, nhung t6i doan quan BV da bo
cua chay lay ngudi, chi con lai vai chiéc PT—76 khong ngudi 14i v6i xac ngudi nam yén
trong d6, réi ddy quan Du s& vao khai thac chién truong va sé tim ra chung.

Bronco OV-10

Chiéc cua Luu ciing lam mot pass y chang nhu t6i. Chung t61 tir gid bai chién trudng
trong khong khi yén lang, du rang dé lai vai dam chay véi 16p khoi mo mit toa ra noi do,
tuyét d6i khong thdy c6 su chong tra; chiéc Tién va Loc tiép tuc bao vung cho Tiéu Poan
1 Du va Tiéu Poan 8 & hudéng Bic, canh d6. Thinh linh ti nhin & 1 chiéc A—6 Intruder,
nho 2 dau canh chém gi6 xetra 2 13n tréng, roi mot loat bom snack—eye cham nd dix doi,
chiéc thtr 2 nhao xudng ciing salvo nhu chiéc trude, nhin ra sau, khéi bom che 1ap doan
convoy. T6i mé tan sd la lang, cu FAC:

— “Anh n6i 10 phut gi ma n6 doi xudng sém qua vay... xém chut nira chiing t61 6m lanh
du”.

Nguoi backseater tra 101:

— “Thang pilot né da thdy cdc anh nho vong tron canh quat son mau trang, nén né méi
cho tha... ma no lu bu ciing chang noi gi dén toi... thoi thong cam di ban! Chung t6i nhin
xuong thdy 4 chiéc dia trang quay tit nhu lam ao thudt trén nén tham xanh réu, roi khi

cdc anh ldy hwdng vé A—lwéi né méi nhao xuong tha... théi thong cam nghe ban”.

T6i va Luu vé lai Khe Sanh dé tai v trang va cham day xang nhot.

Page 2 of 13



Néu gia thuyét ¢ noi day khong phai 13 ving Cao Nguyén rimg nai ma 1 ving dong bang
nhu vung Tra Ki€u trén séng Thu bén chang han, thi ddy 1a mot dip may dé tiéu diét tron
6i khi ma tan quan bi 3 mai dui tn kich (3 mat giap cong) chi con con dudng thoat than
duy nhut la vuot qua song Thu Bon: Phia Ty tan kich bang Chi Poan/17, phia Nam bang
Tiéu Poan/1 Du, va phia Pong nguyén mot Thiét Poan/11. Pdi v6i Top Gun, chiing t6i
biét phai lam nhing gi khi Ca dang nam trén thot, trong khi trén cao d6 75 thudc, 8 xa
thu dang dimg x6ng lung ghi tay sting trong tAm mat ¢l vo ma rai déu tran mua dan
xuong dich quan trén mot ving lau sdy trong trai, hodc toan 16i qua song Thu Bon! Piéu
dé hiéu chung t6i 14 nhiing tién phudng trong lan tén miii dan nén hiéu dugc thé tran do
vi thé cho nén chung t61 khong phién trach nhiing ai c6 may man dugc ng01 trén ban glay
khi nhan xét vé thé tran d6. Khi Lt Doan 1 Pic nhiém gb1 chién loi pham bang mot thiét
van xa PT-76, trong d6 c6 chd thém nhiing banh xe thd, xe thung, va vai cai chao to
duong kinh hon thude, thi Bo TTM cho rang lam gi trong rirmg ma c6 banh xe Cyc—16 dé
du lich, con khi nhin théy cai chao to to bd nang triu thi nhom vin phong nay chi ha hong
va trd mét khi nhin thdy com chay con dinh noi day chao... khéng hleu gi ca? Vi thé sy
thiéu hiéu biét nay khong 1am chung t6i phién mudn, khi c6 ai mubn soi moéi cham choc,
ngay dén Tudng Abrams ma bao chi Tay phuong cho 13 ngudi hung trong tran chién
cling c¢6 nhan thirc vo cung lam 1an dén ndi khi doc dong chir dudi day 1am t6i vo cling
dau xot. Dudi ddy, t6i xin dua ra mot dan ching ma khong dam dich ra tiéng Viét so sai
lac:

Cling trong sach “A Better War”, muc “Easter Offensive”, trang 332, hang 25 (During
the battles a new weapon system, the tank killing TOW missile, was flown in from the
United States. Initially, noted Abrams, “I gave twenty to the Marines and the 1st Division
because they were the only troops I knew of that had stood and fought. I don’t want these
things in the hands of the enemy. And on the Airborne, I told General Kroesen [that]
when General Truong will give me his personal assurance that they will not be
abandoned on the battlefield, then I’ll Consider it”).

Cobra gunships ciia Hoa Ky

Nam trén chiéc ghé bd quan doi, toi co ro trong chiéc mén khong du Am giira ring nai
Khe Sanh, thé gidi noi day, to1 nhu bi giam ham thu hep dudi 4 gbc mung xam xit den
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t61, khong 161 thoat, rdi tran trd, tran troc khong sao ngti dugc. Bay gio toi phai 1am sao
day!? Khi ma chién tranh di d6i voi tang toc! Toi cAu mong lam sao ding c6 xay ra tham
canh d6 nita, hoang mang lo lang cho Lién Poan ctia minh! Va nhét 1a cac Phi Doi 233 va
219... cr mién man suy nghi ma khong lam sao chop mat dugc, ty nhi long 14 tir nay tro
di, phai dn than bay tién phudng trong lira dan, la con Chim dau dan phai ct canh sém
hon, ma lai vé dap ciing tré nhit. Toi s& giao cho Dai Gy Ky hay Trung ty Tién, phu ta
hanh quan thinh thoang di hop thé; toi danh hét thoi gian cho cudc hanh quan nay bing
cach cAm 14y chiéc Truc thang V& trang ma hudng dan, dua don cac canh Chim non dang
1an hup dudi bau trdi mai la, xuit phat tur bién gidi luc di cling nhu luc vé, léy diém hen
tir Trai ti Lao Bao lam noi diém xudt phat. Chi c6 toi 1a ngudi duy nhat hiéu 16 duoc dia
hinh noi ddy tir ngon nii, con song dén ddi cao khe sudi, nhitng dam rimg nguyén thuy
chua c6 dau chan ngudi, ngon nai Voi Co-rde vang 6ng anh dudi anh binh minh.

Nhung hom nay bay tr¢ lai, moi canh vat khai quang tréng trai rat nhidu, nhut 13 trén tryc
duong Mon 559 ma toi déa bay ngang qua day khong biét bao nhiéu lan, gio thi qua tréng
trai, du’orng dat Do Cao nguyén dam chdi, chi chit thém ra, mau xanh trung di¢p cua canh
rimg gia gid ddy di c6 qua nhiéu loang 16, rai rac nhiing nha to véi mai dan bang Tre Nua
dap dap, c6 18 la nhimg nha Kho hay Cong binh xuong chang? Chd Thiéu uy Hué dap
xuong tha Toan Tham sat STRATA (1964) vao budi chiéu chang vang, canh quat chém
vao cdy, toi phai dat cang banh xe Ién dau truc canh quat cta han ma dem hét Phi hanh
doan vé, noi day, bay gio 1a Hau can 611, ciing dd phat hoang trdng trai va c6 ca éng dan
dau bang ngang qua thi phai? Cugc hanh quan méi phat khoi duoc 3 ngay (N+3) ma 2
phi hanh doan d3 bi Thiét xa PT-76, cung phong khong 371y bén nd tung trén khong
phén nay, dudi day, ngay bay gio la 6 Kién Lira! Xe van tai ngang nhién di chuyén ma
chang hé so sét phi co phat hién nhd cai Du diéu 16 ROE cua truc Ma Quy: Poan xe chay
ban dém bat dén mo va ban ngay ngu cho ding luat ROE, con nhu ban ngay khi qua cac
con sudi can ma nghe tiéng phi co thi tai xé ctr viée tit may nbi dudi cho thi khong phi
cong My nao dam oanh tac ca (diéu nay chi c6 quan sat vién ngudi Viét backseater 13
nhan chimg song).

To1 bop d4u nin ¢ tim ra chan 1y cling nhu tim ra dinh luét vé chién thuét dé bao vé cho
con em minh khéng con bi tham hai... dang mién man tim ra chan ly. Téi bdng nhd lai
ngay xua khi thanh 14p Phi Poan tryc thing dau tién, nguoi anh ca thién tai Nguyén Huy
Anh d3 giang giai danh hiéu “Than Chuy” sau khi dit tén cho PP—211; di xua lim r0i,
khi con ngudi tim ra vii khi dé chién dau véi ké thu; ngudi hiép si khi st dung chiée
Chuy—thung phai c¢6 stc manh phi thuong, tuy duong chuy vun vat ¢ cham hon céac vii
khi nhu guom, kiém, ma tiu, thanh long dao, chia ba, thudc bang, roi xich... nhung tat ca
vii khi trén khi dung phai Than Chuy déu roi rung tung toé vao moi phuong hudng vo
dinh!!!

Tbi lai bop tran mim cudi... vo manh lai 1én tran trong ndi ming vo han... Chan ly day
161! Chan ly day ro6i!!! Chién thuat “Nguy—Am Pon Rung”. Trong doi tay t6i dang co6 thu
thuat “Song Chuy” lam ra chién thuat 4p ddo doi phuong. Truc thang vo trang cua
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KQVN la loai bay cham nhut, thua ca Cobra cua My ch¢ dung noi chi dén cac phi co
chién thuat tiém kich, nhung t6i lai da phat hién ra mot chién thuat tin ky va vo cing mau
nhiém: C6 chién hiru nao da tham duy chién tran tai rimg gia chién khu D, Dong Xoai, va
rung cao su Binh Gia thi c6 thé hinh dung ngay khi ban ding giira rung gia ma chi nghe
tiéng banh bach ctia canh quat chém gio tir xa trén ngon cay bay den Ban lam sao xac
dinh dugc tryc thang tir phuong hudng nao bay dén? Va khi nghe tiéng gam thét ap dao
cua Minigun nhu con khung long phun lira xuéng, thi ty dong ban phai tim cho nao an
toan gan nhut dé tra an. Néu 1a chién xa thi phai chui xu6ng phao thap ma tra an dé song
con theo phan xa ty nhién cua con nguoi. Két qua nay di ching minh hung hon qua su
ghi chép trong quan st My—Viét (US Army Center of Military History 1980; Lam Son
719 General Nguyén Duy Hinh; va Military History Institute of Vietnam) dudi day 1a su
so sanh giita Su Poan 101 Khong Ky va Lién Poan 51 Tac Chién theo nhu tai liéu
SOG/MACYV, két qua sau 45 ngay chién dau quyét liét:

Sw Poan 101 Khong Ky: 215 chét, 38 mat tich, 114 bi thuong.

Lién Poan 51 Téc Chién: 10 chét, 4 mit Tich, 11 bi thuong — (c6 phai nho “Chién Thudt
‘don rung nguy am?’”).

Lién Poan 51 Tac Chién va HQ/Lam Son 719

Ngay 22/2/1971 — Ca dém rdi t6i khong thé chop mit duoc cho du dd quen dan tiéng Am
vang ctia 42 khau trong phao My ban yém tro, khudy rdi, ma chi mong doi cho mau sang
dé goi PHP H-34 vao ctru Giang, On, va Son. Nhung ac nghiét thay troi hom nay suong
mu gidng dac sét nhu chao dau (Pea—Soup). Ba 10:00g sang ma troi van con mu mit.
Ngay khi troi vira thoang thoang thay duoc la t61 phai dem gunship bao vung cho Dai Boi
Trinh Sat Du dang can m¢ duong tiép ctru Po6i 31; trude khi cat canh t6i c6 lién lac véi si
quan diéu khong tién tuyén Dai iy Khong Quan Nghia va Trung Gy Chinh si quan Khong
Tro Du lién lac v6i PHD hudng din ho vao hudng nao cho it nguy hiém.

Tai BCH Tién Phuong Du, khi t61 vira cAt canh thi mot Tiéu Poi tac chién dién ta Du
dang cho noi bai dap bén canh mot chdng may Sensor dung dé phat giac dic cong dich.
Nhitng may nay da giap cho Trai LLDB MY thoat khoi bi bao vay, ngay sau khi Pai ty
Nguyén Minh Vui va Thiéu Gy Chau Luong Cang liéu mang dap xubng Trai Pleime véi
16i bay chiéc 14 cubn theo con 16¢, khi cit canh dung chiéu thirc “Khung Long ap dao”,
1am cho dich ngo ngac khong biét phi co tir ddu dén ludt thoang trén ngon cdy, du vay
mot binh si mil ndi xanh cling bi tring dan ngay dau, chét lién tai cabin, mau tran 1énh
lang trén san nhom.

Bau trdi bat dau trong sang, t1 nghe tiéng Thiéu uy Buu dang dap xudng LZ Tlen

Phuong Du. 10 phut sau tat ca phdo Long Tom 175, 1551y, va 8 inch ciia My tlen oanh

kich trudc miii, don m¢é mdt hanh lang doc trén du’orng bay. Nhung quan BV rat tinh ranh

khi nghe loat phéo dau 1a chung chay vao hAm ngdi nghi, cho dén khi ngimg phéo kich
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thi chiing lai chui ra giao chién. T6i cat dat 2 chiéc Gunship air cover cho 2 chiéc H-34
ctia Biru va Yén, dui sao Gunship minh tuy c6 it hoa luc nhung cap ciru anh em trong Lién
Poan van bao dam hon My. Tbi rat tin twéng Thiéu iy Pham Vuong Thuc, mét Top Gun
rat anh diing dam séng chét vi anh em, ludn ludn san sang hy sinh cho dong doi, toi
khong tin vao Army Aviation M§ vi khi c¢6 chiéc nao ctia M roi thi ho bo bay di tim ctru
ddng doi ctia ho ma quén anh em minh, nhu t6i 1a nhan chtng cho nhiéu hoan canh nhu
vay.

T61 nghi Dai Gy Nghia va Trung Gy Chinh St quan Khong Tro Du s€ chi dan duong bay
nuoc dap cho Buu qua ¢ van cua Thiéu uy Giang. Vi phong khong di dong trén PT-76
rat loi hai hon céc phong khong cb dinh, 12.7, 14.5, va 37ly nam rai rac moi noi, nhiéu
nhut noi hudng Pong—Bic, khong nén dap vao hudng 4y ma nén dap tir huéng Tady—Nam
xudng LZ, du sao cling c6 TD6ND méi vira tryc thang van, tuy bi nhiéu thiét hai cho
quan TP6 DU, nhung Topgun Tran Lé Tién, Hoang Ngoc Chau... d3 oanh liét thay phién
nhau gay thiét hai nang né cho 2 Trung Poan co dong 27 va 24B ciia Quan doan 70B
[csbv].

Giang di trinh bay cho Biru biét, hin dd dung chién thuat dap nhu chiéc 14 cudn trong
con lbc, nhung ket ndi quan BV ctr khi nghe tiéng tryc thang thi ho doi tran dia phao téi
tp xubng, vi ho da co tién diéu chinh rat chinh x4c. Phi cong du tai giéi thé nao nhung
khi g?m t6i dat churng 15, 20 thudc thi s€ bi manh dan vang ban vao bd phan canh quat
dudi, mat diéu khién phuong huéng rdi roi xudng quay theo counter clock wise, tai chd
“undershoot”. Nhu truong hop ctia Giang.

TPC Biru di duoc ndi chuyén truc tiép vi TPC Giang tir trong Df)i 31 va duoc biét, ngay
hom qua khi bay vao vung, Giang da dung chién thuat “la vang roi”, tir trén cao cup may
auto xoay tron 6c xuong, nhung vi phong khong dich qua day déc nén khi gan dén dat,

phi co anh bi tring dan rét xudng gay dudi nam bén canh vong rao phong thu ngoai cung
cua L& DBoan III Du. Phi hanh doan vo6 sy, chi co6 copilot 1a VO Van On bi sdy sat nhe &
cd, tat ca chay thoat dugc vao trong can cir Du. Nhung trude khi bé phi co, co phi Tran
Hung Son khong quén vac theo ca cay M60 trén ctra may bay nita. Rut kinh nghiém, hom
nay Biru bay ca cang banh xe lu6t thoang thoang trén ngon cdy theo chién thuat biét kich
razed—mode ludt tir hudng Dong—Tay di vao, nhung 1am sao ding gay ra tiéng dong.
Trén dudng bay doc theo Qudc 16 s6 9 TPC Biru con nhin thiy nhimg cot khoi boc 1én
nghi ngut, chimg t6 phao binh ciia My noi Khe Sanh ban rat chinh xac va hiéu qua. Gan
dén LZ, Btru d6i hudng 1ay Dong—Nam, rdi Tay-Béc dé dap xudng; vira 16 ra khoi ring
cay, Truong Phi Co Buu da thdy chiéc Gunship ctia TPC Thuc bay vong lai, ciing véi
tiéng Thuc la 1én trong may “Btru coi chung phong khong ¢ huéng Déng—Nam”. Tt trén
phi co nhin xudng, gitra mau xanh trung di€p cua rung cay nhiét doi, ngon Poi 31 do
quach ndi bat v6i nhitng dém bui dit tung 1én | timg con vi dan phao kich dao x6i cta
cong quan Bac Viét. Khong nao ning, Biru van d1em tinh tiép tuc dap xuong, Khi phi co
con cach miat dat do 15 thude thi trang manh dan cbi 1201y, khic tinh chdng truc thing,
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phi co phat hoa, bung 1én mot dam khoi bao trim ca phi co, co phi Em la 1én khan cép
trong may:

— “Pap xubng, dap xudng anh Biru oi, may bay chay”.
Cung lac Biru ciing cao tiéng bao dong cho chiée sb 2:
— “Yén oi, tao bi trang dan roi, dirng xudng nita” trong khi van binh tinh dap xudng.

May min 1a dan triing vao binh xing sau d3 hét xang, chi con it hoi d6t, nén truc thing
khong bat chay nhu chiéc ctia Thi€u Gty An & Bu BDop hom nao.

Vira cham dét, theo phéan xa Blru nhanh nhen nhay ra khoi tryc thang. Moi nguoi chay
nguoc 1én doi vé phia hang rao phong thu thir nhat ctia Pai Poi cong vu Du cach khoang
100 thuée, dé lai mot canh thuong tam hién ra trudc mét, mot binh si dién ti Du bi trung
dan ngay giira tran, ndm nga chét ngay trén ghé. Trén san tau, déng may “sensor’” van
con nguyén ven, Phi hanh doan phong chay 1én ddi theo nhiing tiéng kéu goi ctia binh si
Du “trén day né Dai uy, tui toi ban yém tro cho”. Tat ca dan bay lom khom chay trong
khi tiéng dan nd 16c coc trén dau. Lén dén noi phi hanh doan thd nhe re nhu bo kéo xe.
Dan bay ma hanh quan dudi dat thi phai biét 1a mét dén dau, toi phai ghi vao s nhut ky
don vi va nhé mai hom do 1a ngay 22 thang 2 nam 1971.

Phi hanh doan vira ngdi nghi mét, ho cung vua nhin xubng LZ, noi chiéc phi co dang dau
hién lanh, thi cung vira lic quan BV tiép tuc ' gid trén dia phao da diéu chinh tac xa, mot
qua dan stng cdi 120ly roi tring ngay tau nd tung, boc chay thanh mdt ¢t tru khoi den
mu mit ca mot goc troi. Dan bay nhin con tau sum xubng, 1ong quin 1én. Con tau than
thuong d6 da nhan cach hoa, gan giii voi Phi Poan 1au nay, gio thanh mot dong sat vun.

Mot 14t sau, theo chi dan ctia anh em binh si Du, phi hanh doan men theo giao thong hao
1an vé dén ban chi huy Lt Doan III Du. Gép lai phi hanh doan cua Giang, On, Son anh
em mung r& tham hoi réi rit, PHD duoc gidi thiéu véi cac si quan trong ban tham muu
Lit Poan III. Pau tién 12 Pai t Tho Lir doan trudng Lit Doan I, Thleu ta Buc Truong
ban 3, Dai Gy Tru phu ta ban 3, Pai uy Nghia si quan diéu khong tién tuyén, Trung Gy
Chinh si quan Khong trg Du, Thiéu @y Long phu ta ban 2. V& phia Phao Binh thi c6
Trung t4 Chau Tiéu doan trudng va Dai Gy Thuong Trudng ban 3 thudc Tiéu Poan 3
Phéo Binh Du. Dai t4 Tho mirng anh em “méi dén” mdi ngudi mot diéu Havatampa va
mot ly Hennessy dé lay lai tinh than phi hanh doan ngac nhién v6 cung, di danh gidc,
nim & tuyen dau 4c liét vay ma may “Thién than” Nhay Du van than nhién hut xi ga
Cuba va udng rugu My nhu Truong Phi tdn thoi! Qua cac Thién Théan an choi ciing dir
ma danh giic ciing ngau that.

Budi chiéu vung rimg nui troi toi that nhanh, dan bay dung tam bita com da chién v6i ban
tham muu Lt Poan r6i chia nhau ngt ké v&i anh em Du; Tin tire chién sy mo1 ngay mot
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cang thang hon vi ddi v6i cong san Bac Viét, su hién dién clia can cur Poi 31 trén hé
thong dudng mon HCM nhu mét ludi dao dam thang vao yét hau cua chung. Vi thé cong
quan dua thém quan vao tao ap luc ning né 1én cin ¢t ndy voi y dinh danh bat can ct ra
khot sinh 1 cua ching voi Trung Doan 24B va Trung Doan co dong 27 thudc Quan doan
70B, va mot don vi chién xa yém trg thudc Trung Poan 202.

Ménh s oan nghiét ciia 2 PHP-219

Hai hom sau, van khéng c6 chuyén bay tiép té nao vao dugc vi quan BV ludn di dong che
gidu gian phong khong cua chung khlen KQVN va HK khong phat huy dugc uu thé cua
minh. Mdi sang, swong mu lai tan rat tré, mat thoi gian tinh cho Khong Quan Chién
Thuét can thiép, chi c6 2 Phi Tuan F4 dén ném bom cau 4u vao khu vuc kha nghi chung
quanh Doi 31 va thinh thoang mdi c6 mét dgt B-52 rai tham tir phia nam duong 9 am
vang nhu tleng sdm rén tlr xa xa vong dén, réi moi sy lai chim vao ¢di 4m u cla rung nai
trung diép. Tir phong hanh quan Pentagon, do tuéng Al Haig 1am Chairman, phdi kiém
v6i con méat nhan ching cia toi, t6i ciing ¢ thé quyét doan duoc, B—52 Arc Light chi
yém trg tir ranh gi6i phia nam dudng 9 tré xudng, Trung Poan cua Pai t4 Diém di chuyén
khong ding 16 d6 cta phong lanh Pentagon, ciing bj B-52 dudi dit thé tham, (vi ho danh
gidc nhu ban cd trong phong lanh véi ban db treo trén tudng, trude mat 1a ly ca—fé den
phi phao diéu thudc) con tir Puong 9 trd vé phia Bic thudc ving trach nhiém cua
Gunship AC—130B, con nhu ngay chinh truc dudng—tién—sat 1a duong 9 thi lai cia
Skypot trach nhiém, vi thé TD8ND tung thiét v6i Thiét Giap, chi di hanh tré ma toan
chuan bi dirng chin nghi dém ciing bi Skypot dudi dit bang CBU-24, khi n6 bung ra hang
tram qua bom nhé nd déu 16m dém nhu phao bong. Hanh dong nay c6 2 muc dich:

(1) ,Ctué)i don vi ddc nhiém phai mau mau di cho ding 16 d6 vao cai Ro 604 cia trd choi
chién tranh trong phong lanh véi 19 d6 bang thudce chi trén bang, hdu qua TD/Pho
TD8ND bi thuong ngay 9/2/1971.

(2) treic nghiém néu phi hanh doan tryc thang bi bén rét, cr chay {iuéng ham quan BV
dao san ma nip, AC-130B c6 thé tha bom CBU-24 trén miéng hdm dé cho ciru cap, nhu
bai D61 Hac bao da ctru 7 doan vién UH1 cia My rét bén Lao.

Tat ca hoa luc nay, chiing déu 1a con dao 2 ludi néu quan lyc VNCH ma thuong phong
thi chinh chiing s& “lam bd” tha 1dm cho cén bang luc lugng cta ca 2 d6i tha cho tro choi
chién tranh rat ban thiu. Thi dy TT Thiéu ra 1énh rut quan khong chiu tan kich vao Hau
can 604, bao hai Su Poan 2 Sao Vang nam cho phuc kich phai chét oan b::ing BLU-82s,
BLU-82AL, va B-52 Arc Light, lam x6a s6 Su Poan nay ma phia Ha Noi ciing khong
dam mé miéng, chi toi nghiép cho ngudi linh nho bé ctia 2 mién Nam—Bic tir cap trung
gian tré xudng. T6i mudn am chi tir cap Lit Poan, Trung Poan, Lién Poan tré xuéng
nguoi linh quén 1a con thiéu than, t6i cling da doc mdt tai liéu mat tai Library of
Congress, siéu chinh phit My (Permanent Government) cho rang phai tiéu diét tat ca si
quan trung gian vi ho 13 thanh phan wu ti c6 nguy hai dén ban giao Sai Gon cho Ha Noi
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phai bi tim méu, vi theo du muu thi chi ri mau va Sai Gon khong thanh déng gach vun
khi ban giao chuyén tiép qua 3 vi Tong thong trong 72 tiéng dong ho.

Vé phia quian BV quyét tim bao vay theo 1énh ctia thanh vién OSS—1945, V& Nguyén
Giap, chdp nhan danh tran xa Tchepone chd khong danh tran gan nhu cin cir My tai Khe
Sanh. Quan bic Viét tap trung bao vdy, ting cuong phao kich sudt ngay nham quiy rdi va
1am tiéu hao lyc lugng Du theo muu d6 ctia Pentagon phai cing quan Du ra ma dép tran
dia phao. Nhitng ving phia Bic Dudng 9 thi chi c6 Gunship AC—130B yém trg, nhung
ho chi vu tién cho BPQ vi don vi nay dang bi ap luc cuc manh. Con quan Du chi ¢6 dua
vao mot nhiim Gunships Phi D6i 213, nhung phan nhiéu danh cover cho tan thuong va
tiép té, chi c6 yém tro tiép can (air closed supports) khi quan Du bj PT—76 hoic T—54 de
doa.

Sang ngay 25 thang 2 nam 1971, tat ca 2 doan vién H-34 tir Bdi 31 da nhan dugc 1énh
va khoi sy di chuyén ra cac him ciru thuong sat bai dap cho dén trua khi 16p swong mu
budi sang vira tan di, dich than Phi Doi 219 véi 3 chiéc H-34 va 3 Gunship cta Phi Doi
213 s€ yém trg mdt cach ngoan muc theo ké hoach rescue cua toi. Rut kinh nghiém vira
qua tai Landing Zone North va South cia BPQ, tai sao tryc thing M§ rét nhu chiée 14
mua Thu? Tai sao phia My chiu qua nhiéu thiét hai hon VN? Gop nhat thuc té léy ra
trong céac chién tran, do cac c¢b vAn My ciing nhu Trung ta Robert F Molinelli, Tiéu doan
trudng TD2/LD17/SB101 Khong Ky — Dai ay Farrell, Phi D61 trudng, Gunship—Cobra
C7/17, va Warrant Officer Joel Dozhier dai dién Phi D61 DMZ/Dust-Off cung debriefing
v6i Topgun truc thing VN 14 t6i tai Him Nghi, Khe Sanh, dé ghi chép vao Hoc vién
Quan sy (Military History Institute of Vietnam) tuy rang gunship KQVN cham hon, hoa
luc it hon nhung thuc té rat hiéu qua nhu:

— (1) Nhanh chéng ap dao dich quan khong thé ngoc dau 1én dé chéng cu, tai chiéq
truong Lam Son 719, trong khi AH-1G Cobra phai lam vong phi dao tiém kich mat thot
gian tinh, nén dich c6 rong thoi gid chuan bi tran dia.

— (2) Phat hién dich trudc va tac xa phi dau trude bude dich phai kiém noi tr 4n theo
phan tng ty nhién ctia con nguoi.

-3) Nhiéu minigun c6 xa thu tac xa bao vung (air cover) la mot khic tinh khdng ché di
dau dbi thu trén cac thiét xa PT—76 phai nam rap xuobng, chi can mot chiéc gunship lay ti
cao do ban rockets chéng tang dé huy diét d& hon ban mot con Nai dang chay; néu noi
nay dich qua dong ta s& yém tro thém hoa tién chdng bién nguoi.

— (4) Chuéng ngai vat thién nhién nhu dbi nai, ngach da, trén tan cay (don rung), va cao
do ra sat ap dao, nguy hoa am thanh lam cho dich ngo ngac khong biét sat thu tir hudng
nao bay dén tir trén ngon cdy, néu ngoan cd s& bi minigun tiéu diét trudc khi mé mat nhin
thdy sat thil vira bay thoang qua.
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— (5) C6 nhiéu con mat Ci vo nhu diéu héu cua cac xa thu day kinh nghiém chién tran
khong thé bo sot nhitng con mdi dang nam trong tim mat.

Tai TOC duéi hAm Ham Nghi, t61 da ban thao vai ba Pai ta Cockerham, Battreallda,
cing Tham muu phé Hanh Quan/QPI, xin duoc 20 phit nging tit ca hoa luc phao binh
tac xa cling nhu khong yém, dé chiing t6i lam cudc dot kich 1ay yéu td bat ngd ctru tat ca
2 phi hanh doan H-34 va thuong binh Du. Sau mét hoi lau ban théo suy tinh can nhéc, roi
cac dai ta ndy méi mién cudng chiu chap thuan. Vong chd cia cac hop doan chung toi,
1y ving troi A—Luéi, 15 phit 1am diém tdp hop nhu 1a mot vong chd cho cudce phi dién
bay vao khan dai D6i 31. Cudc rescue ndy do su quyét dinh cia toi chi trong vong ¢6 5
phut chop nhoang trong vong 20 phut cho cudc hanh quén phai hoan thanh. Gio G va
Phut P s& cho TOC biét ngay sau khi swong mu tan tai ving hanh quan.

T6i s& dich than cho TOC biét sau; su cap ctru chi can 5 phit dot xuat trong chép nhoéng
la phai thi hanh cho xong:

— 3 gunship s& bay sat ngon cay cach nhau 5 gidy echelon trai, tam dan cudng sat trén dau
dich 75 thudc, trong vi thé cuong kich. Diém xuét phat TB8 Du, tur diém cham tuyen cua
Dai Doi Trinh Sat Du, bay thang vé huéng Tay—Bic, thing dén suon trai ciia Doi 31,
trong luc 3 H-34 ¢ céach sau 45 gidy vdi cao do 150 thudc song song voi mat riung, 3 H—
34 theo sau bay thang mot mach t6i Bunker gan LZ dé bdc tat ca doan vién cung thuong
binh, dudi su bao vung cua 6 bau ltra minigun cover 4,000 vién/phut, rai déu nhu tran
mua rao nang hot, léy Poi 31 1am tAm diém, chia déu khoang cach trén chu vi oanh kich,
tuyét d6i khong sir dung rockets chéng Tang ma chi dung khi hiru su, don nd lyuc rescue
cang nhanh cang tot; chi trir khi linh BV phan tng phong ra khoi ham tra an va chiu chép
nhan nghinh chién thi d& bi bat kha dung vi khong tranh khoi bi thuong tich véi trén
100,000 cai dinh sat ghim vao ngudi ho vao lic cao diém khi H-34 dang dap xudng.

— Tir diém xuét phat trén dau 2 Pai Doi Trinh Sat Du bay thang dén Doi 31 14 4 céy so,
theo sau 50 gidy trén cao d6 150 thudc cach mat ring 3 H-34 bay thang dén Bunker dé
don tat ca 2 phd va thuong binh, vi dan M—60 trén H-34 khong nhiéu nén chi tac xa
khuay rdi (neutralization) khi thay 2 gunship ke hai bén phut xuong bang hoa tién chdng
bién ngudi, c6 nghia khi co phi trén H-34 thiy timg cum khoi do hdng phut ra tir 2
gunship ke hai bén, lic d6 co phi hiy tac xa tu vé. Chiéc gun s6 2, 3 s& dung hoa tién
chdng bién ngudi dé chdng tra; coi nhu rockets chdng Tang ctia Lead Tran Lé Tién
[Trung Gy Tién va toi 1a 2 ngudi dau tién xac dinh gunship véi USAF, va S/LP UH1 véi
1st Army Aviation] chi dé danh khi hiru sy ma khong dung cang tot. Cai quan trong nhirt
1a bdc that nhanh déng ddi va thuong binh Dui ra, vi day khong phai muyc tiéu can phai
tiéu diét; thuc ra rockets chi 1a nhitng hoa luc ty v¢, Minigun méi vo cung 191 hai nhu di
vang da chung minh.

— Toi s€ bay C&C cung vdi si quan tham muu Tién Phwong Du, sir dung toi da M—18
ciing M—60 bin xudng vao nhimg noi ma s quan Tham muu Du nghi ngd dé phu thém
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hoa luc luc cao diém. Thé 1a ching t6i s& hudng dan 3 chiéc gunships trang bi 14 rockets
chdng Tang, 28 rockets chong bién ngudi, dep pod—rockets 19 thay vao pod—7 cho nhe va
trang bi tdi da 12,000 vién 7.62ly minigun cho dé linh dong khi phai nhao 1on tac xa;
Trung ty Tran Lé Tién s& lead 3 gun bay thang vao, trén ngon cay, tir ddm ring gia trudc
mat, trén dau 2 Pai Doi Trinh Sat Du; khi bay qua khoi vi tri Du 45 gidy thi bat dau khai
hoa: 6 xa thu ding song lung chdm ra ngoai rao con mat diéu hau doi mua xudng 4,000
vién/phut, nhung phai rat kinh nghiém khi ting khi giam cudng do dé duy tri hé thong
control-box khong bi overcharge, bay thang mot mach dén bén trai Déi 31, lac nay Lead
gun queo git qua phai 1én cao d6 bao vung, ké tlep chiéc 2 va 3 cung Ién cao dg, ke hai
bén H-34 vira méi t6i ma phut rockets chéng bién nguoi xuéng bao ving chung quanh.
Tuyét di khai thac chudng ngai vat thién nhién, tan cdy, ngach nui, cing khe da, phai
cha dong khéng ché ddi phuong bang hoa luc cudng tap, gam thét, 4p dao bang minigun
1a chinh, khong cho phép dich ngoc dau 1én chéng tra; chi st dung rockets khi dich quan
dam xuét dau 16 dién chiu choi. Néu c6 chién xa ciing ban chup 1én pha dau khong cho
chung 16 dau ra khoi phao thap ban tra.

— Lead Tran Lé Tién thy can thi mot minh 14y cao do huy diét né, trong khi 6 miniguns
van tiép tuc nha dan bao vung, nhung tdt hon tha cho n6 ma danh hoa luc chi dé rescue
ma thoi. Didu quan trong la ctru phi hanh doan va thuong binh la hoan thanh phi vu voi
su man nguyeén (101 v0i ching ta 100%. Hop doan cua ching t61 s& ph01 hop bao vung,
khong can hoa yém ctia My vi ciing chang ich loi gl 0 vung nui cao hiém tro nay, nhu My
d3 tién oanh kich mot cach vo ich dudi sy ching kién ctia chung t6i, ma con bao dong
cho dich & vi thé sin sang chién d4u, hon nita lai con 1am cho dich biét trudc roi nip vao
cac ham hé kién c6 cung lam mat thé chu dong va bat ngd. Roi vao thé bi dong nhu M.
Dong thai nay c¢6 nghia khong cho phep dich 6 vi thé thugng phong chuan bi sin sang
phan kich ma ta phai gianh c6 quyén chon thé thuong phong. Trong chién tran ai gianh
dugc thé chii dong thi ngudi d6 nam chéc phan thang.

— Trung Gy Tién s& cover dé vao vira tai thwong binh D dong thdi bdc 2 phi hanh doan
ra trong vong 5 phut tdi da. Trén ving troi Doi 31, 3 chiée gunships khai thac tdi da, 14y
Doi 31 1am tdm diém chia déu cover trén chau vi hinh tron ma mwa xudng khong chira
chd nao dé dich khong c6 thé choi ra bén tra, vao lic cao diém khi H-34 vira dap thi
dugc bao phu kin mit bang ca trim ngan miii tén dinh sit ghim xudng. Nén chic chin
mdt diéu, hdy quén rockets ma chi chi trong dén mwa dan minigun, phai di dau may tay
sting khong cho phép dich chuong mat, t6i nghi ching ta c6 thé lam duoc. Cudc Rescue
nay rockets chi 1 hoa luc ty vé khong can thiét khi phai tng xtr.

— Nhung khén nan thay, troi khong chiéu 10ng nguoi, tao nén mot budi sang swong mu

tan qua tré. Loi dung trong khi swong mu bao phii, cac Trung Poan BV bon tau voi y

dinh 14y thit dé nguoi bang xa luan chién can quét chi mot Tiéu Poan 3 Du trir (300 tay

sting ma thoi). Trung Poan cham tran dau tién 1a 24B cung véi Trung Poan 27 co dong &

huéng Tay—Bic, chinh n6 vira lam thiét hai cho TP 6 Du, ngay sau khi d6 bo xudng dé

tiép ctru Doi 31, tiép theo d6 2 Trung Poan 102 va 88 dang chuan bi tham chién tir hudng
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Pong—Bic thudc Quan doan 70B, c6 Trung Doan chién xa 202 yém trg. Ching quyét
thanh toan D61 31 véi bat cur gia nao.

Ké hoach rescue ctia t6i hoan toan bi dinh dong, khi bat than 42 khau trong phéo ctiia My
& Khe Sanh da dong loat tac xa vao chung quanh D61 31 vi 4p luc cia dich vo cung dit
doi, trude sy vo cung ngac nhién cua chung t61, nhu vira théa thuan budi hop sang nay.

Bay gi0, noi Bunker Doi 31,2 PHD cung vai thuong binh Du nap chung véi nhau trong
mot ham tra an. Dén trua kh1 2 PHD bit dau nghe tiéng may nd quen thudc xa xa thi
cling 1a Iuc dich khoi dau tran, noi theo danh tur quan BV 1a “Tran dia phdo” don dap lén
chung quanh D6i 31. Than 6i! Pung 14 “muu sy tai nhan thanh sy tai thién”, Quan BV da
loi dung swong mu chuan bi mot luc lugng hét sirc hung hau, dong nhu kién mong sé&
chup 300 Thién Than Mii D6 chéng d&; vi dan bay di thdy trudc qua 16 chau mai tir trong
ham ctru thwong nhin qua bén kia doi d6i dién, cach nhau mot céi yén ngua, 2 PHD thay
rd hai chiéc thiét xa PT—76 con T—54 khong leo 1én duoc nén tir dudi chan ddi ban truc
xa 1én Doi, ca Lit Poan I1I Nhay Du, ma chi ¢6 300 chién si chong giit. Quan BV thudc
Trung Poan 24B/304 va thém 2 Trung Poan 9 va 66 sap stra tham chién, chung dang bon
tap tir hudng Pong-Bic toi.

Bay gid Trung Poan 24B dang tién 1én xép hang ngang, cing voi quin tung thiét day dic
theo sau chung quanh nhim dinh D6i 31 ma nha dan; con Trung Poan co dong 27 dang
an nglr huéng Tay chan TP6ND & bén suon tdy. Nhitng tia Itra nong sing phut ra tir cac
PT-76 va T—54 thudc Trung Poan chién xa 202. Dudi Bunker, ddn bay thup dau xudng
cung nhin nhau nhu nhac nhé cdu ma anh em trong Phi Poan thudng néi véi nhau mdi
khi Ién duong hanh quan “Troi kéu ai nay da, dan tranh nguoi ché nguoi khong thé tranh
dan!” Ng01 trén ghé 14i C&C nhu dia phai voi, t61 khong ngd quan BV manh va nhiéu
don vi cap Trung Poan dén thé, ching 4m muu tan cong nhu bay kién tha hot com, lam
sao quan Du phong tha cta ta chi c6 300 tay stng chéng d3? C6 ca thiét van xa PT-76 va
chién xa T—54 tir dudi chan nai ban truc xa 1én.

Ngoai kia, trong tirng giao thong hao binh s Du chéng tra manh liét, nhat 1a nhimg phéo
thit phdo do6i C trén Can cr 31, voi nhitng khau phao d bi hong bd may nhiam vi phéo
kich 1521y xuyén pha cua dich, ho phai ha nong dai bac dé ban truc xa thang vao thiét xa
PT-76 dich bén kia ddi va trong nhing loat dan dau tién da ha ngay duoc 2 chlec PT-76.
Nhung dé tra gia cho hanh dong diing cam nay nhleu binh si Du d4 nim xudng, co nguoi
nam chét vit trén nhitng khau phéo cua ho, trong sb nay c6 ca Phao doi truong Nguyén
vin Puong, ngudi da 1a niém hing khai cho mot nhac pham nodi tiéng sau d6. Anh em Du
vui sudng reo mung trong ham bén nay; khong ngo, chi mot luc sau 2 thiét xa PT-76
khac ¢ phia sau tién t6i ui nhitng chiéc xe chay xudng trién ddi roi lai huéng sung dai bac
vé DP6i 31 ma ban! Con nhing chiéc T-54 khong leo 1én dugc thi stia bay ba 1én phia trén
ddi dé hu doa cac Thién Than Mii Dé. Sau vai loat dan, mt Phi Tuan 2 chiéc F4
Phantom xuét hién nhao xudng oanh tac vao doi hinh Trung Poan 24B, va lai ph4 huy
thém 2 PT-76 nira. Nhung ching may mot chiéc F—4 bj trang phong khong 371y xi khoi,
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phi cong dang nhay du, thé 1a tat ca phi co My déu bo lai va don nd luc vao rescue chiéc
F—4, nguoi quan sat vién Viét ngoi ghe sau thuc Phi Boan 110 cua FAC Bronco OV-10
danh tho ra lac dau ngao ngan.

Trong tleng bom dan toi boi, dan bay mimng r& van nghe vang vang tiéng may nd cua
nhimng chiéc H-34 thuong yéu dang van vii trén cao cung chiéc UH-1 C&C ctia con chim
dau dan nguyén khong bo anh em khong bo ban bé, dang vang vong trén d6 nhu lo lang
cho s6 phan nhiing déng doi ciia minh. Cho dén khoang 5:00g chiéu thi quan BV tran lén
chiém dugc ddi. Chung ling xuc ting ham tra an kéu goi binh si Du ra ddu hang. Biét
khong thé lam gi hon, 2 PHD thao bo sung dan ca nhan, chui ra khoi him, va chiu canh
hang binh.

Vé phia KQ, Buru, Khanh, On, va Son bi troi bﬁng day dién thoai va ngay tirc khéc bi dan
giai ra Bic bang dudng 92B chung véi tit ca ti binh khac, vi sg B-52 trai tham. Khéng
théy Giang va Em dau; anh em KQ tim héi nhau, ho bat dau thim hoi cac SQ va binh si
Du trén dudng bi 4p tai. Cudi cing ho gip duoc anh Long 1a ngudi ¢ chung trong him
v6i anh Giang khi cong quan kéu cac anh ra dau hang. Dén 1an thtr 3 cac anh van khong
chiu ra nén chung thay lyu dan chay va ban x6i xa vao hdm; anh Long chi bi thuong nhe
nén ching bat theo con anh Giang vi bi thwong ning giy ca 2 chan khong di dugc nén bi
chung bo lai va chét & trong ham. V& phén co phi Em thi bi lac dan trang bung db rudt ra
ngoai, khi bi bt dan di anh Em ctr 2 tay 6m bung giir 1ay rudt ma khong hé duge bang bo
vét thuong nén di dugc mot quang, khong chiu duoc dau déon anh Em guc chét ¢ bén
duong.

Thé 1a PP-219 ghi thém vao quan sir cia LD/51/TC thém mdt thiét hai 2 phi hanh doan
trén chién truong Ha Lao; trong d6 anh Giang va Em d3 vinh vién & lai trén trai doi oan
nghiét nay. Ngon Ddi quyét ttr 31; nhirng ngudi con lai ciia 2 phi hanh doan d6 1a Biru,
Khénh, On, va Son thi sa vao tay dich, bi dua dén nhirng bén bo vo dinh, biét con ¢
ngay vé hay khong?

KQ Trwong vin Vinh

Nguon: Internet eMail by tqh chuyén

Dang ngay Thir Hai, February 17, 2025
Ban Ky Thuat Khoa 104-72/SQTB/DD, bD11/TPIND, QLVNCH
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