Ph()pga
Cha dé: Linh
Téac gu: Time Magazine
CAI CHET CUA MOT CHIEN TUONG
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Ngay 23 thang Hai, §iC Pai tusng D3 Cao Tri. G Dai twéng 1 nan vi cong w da
dang 50 am, 23 thang Hai 1971. Ngay 23 thang H&innl971, 6ng btir nan phi 6 truc
thang ti Trang Lén, phia lic Tay Ninh trong khifang bay thsat chén trudong trong
cuoc hanh quan Toanihg 1/71. Chic truc thing UH-1 phat 6 va bc chay sau khiat
canh & Trung tdm Hanh quara Quandoan Il tai Tay Ninhdugc 10 phat. Ongit nan
tai chd, huong drong 42 twi. Tir nan cung Wi dng con cé phong vién di treong
ngudi Phéap Francois Sully, & cho b4o New York Times kidiang th st chén truong
Campuchia.

Céi Chét ciia mgt Chién twéng

Quan ngi bai budc tién chim chap xam nfap vao H Lao, Tong thdng Nguyén Vin
Thiéu lay mdt quyét dinh nan gii dau tuan treéc. Ong pli dat dé mot nguoi chi huy

méi. VAo 7 giy séng, 6ng téu Trung tréng DS Cao Tri, 41 tdi, mot quan nhan mang
nhiéu huy chrong nHit va danh ting nHit nuéc, dén dinh tng thing ti Sai Gon. Va éng
ty thac cho wéng Tri céng e ndy. Hai ngoi thao luan ngin ngii thé thic va lic nao

Tuéng Tri € nam quyén ch huy Lam $n 719 thayt Iénh Quanboan | Trung tdng
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Hoang Xuan La&m. Sau budam thai, Tuéng Tridap tre thing di thi sat quan linhia
dngdang hanh quanuet bién trong Mt cudc sin dudi dich quan ngayat cac mit khu
nam trong vingiéng nam Gm Bbt. Khéngday 2 tiéng rudi sau, xac ®sngDd Cao Tri
duoc 161 ra khoi than xac tan tanhia tnec thang trong inh Iy Tay Ninh.

Ca thay muoi ngudi tir nan trong chugn bay, @m c6 ndt vai dng sr vién dia Tudng
Tri va phéng vién Newsweek Francois Sully. Th@dHuat chinh thirc aia phat ngén
nhan chinh pin, mot bo phan tnre thing ki hu hong khién cho may bayibphét 1 trong
khi dang bay cao 100 feet/30.48n& dirong nhién ladi don dai thidua ra ndt gia
thuyét khac: Tedng Tri 1a mn nhan @a mdt cudc &m meu tinh vi — theo théi théng
thuong va la ndt 10i giai thich khéng chinh xac chaitbci bién 65 nao iy ra ki Nam
Viét Nam. Theodp luan nay, 6ng bbin ha bai cac k¢ thi ca nhan hay chinh.tCac &
quan tinh béo K nghi 1a tge thing Twong Tri b hoa luc sting phong khdndich kin ha;
gidi chire chinh quygn tung tin toc tric may moaté ngin ngradich ly cong 1ada h tha
duoc mot trong nlitng anh hing tai ba Ahcaa Nam Vit Nam.

Tudéng Tri throng duoc danh gia 1a chéin twgng ar khéi nhit caa QLVNCH, va cac thanh
tich ding am cia 6ngda duoc than thaai hoa. Trong chin dich wrot bién Gim B6t

trong thang 5 wa qua, Trng Tri throng dap tire thing xubng dat dé nim lay quyén chi
huy mdt don vi dang Iam nguy. Mt 1an no, sau khi ngoi diung anh éng b manh phao
kichddn ha, Tuéng Tri can teong nhiy 18n not thiét van xa va théi thac chn xa tén
thang vao wi phat xuit hoa hrc, “Tién 16i, tién t5i”
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Y phuc chién truong thong throng aia Tueng Tri 1a ndt bo do nauy trang cay laung,
mot chiéc mi baseball ¥i ba ngdi sao va gt cay dy, ma o6ng noi bongua luon am
trén tayde é “phatdit Viét Cong.” Ong say sa Wi dia Vi ndi bat vadon sy da dé nhin

nhan diéu d6. “Tai thich t& nén ndt anh hang,” dng noi Bt cach tiat |a thing thing
trong cc xam chém Cam Bbt nam ngodaibiéu it biét dén hon 1a sr kién “Tuéng Patton
cuaa Vung M Vet”, danh xrng dugc gan cho 6ng,img con la mt nhan it hanh chanh
khén khéo chhuy ba trong én viing chén thuit va co liaduoc nhim bd nhiém cho
vung chén thuat the bon. Ong B tro Vit Nam hoa chéin tranh 1au wege khidiéu nay to
thanh qéc séach.

Sinh turong trong nét giadinh dién chu giau cé tronginh Tay Ninh, Tr6ng Tri bay tec
thing hing ngay dita chén treong va ngdi bit thy sang tong aia 6ng, ém cd ndt hd
boi, bén anh mbt con séngdi Bién Hoa. hi day, Tuéng Tri ham thickiddng vai tro cla
khéch, nu nhet va chuyn van tan du. Ong éing con lam ch mot vuon thi dm vit,
ngdng, chim B cau, ndt con nai, Mt con bod va rdit con heo cly quanh trong won.
Tuéng Tri chim lo vo va sau ngoi con; 6ng dy kinh & cho miy dira nh bang céach
ding tén tdi aia changié mua thrc phim cho heo, di chia pHin 16i véi chiing khi ban
duoc con heo. Naing I6i sbng aia 6ng qué xaikhién cho ngoi doi luén nghi ng éng
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tham nhing, va @m 1965, trong @t vu chinh phi diéu tra tai 4n 6ng, dng toan tinh
quyén sinh. Nt trong $ nguoi bao 1&nh cho céic diéu tra 1a Phé $ng thing Nguyn
Cao Ky, ltcdd cim dau Khéng Quan. Hai ngyi tré nén thidich khéngdoi troi chung,
va tuy 1a ko thuong thiy mit nhau i cac cong v sau khi Trsng Tri to lai nam quyén
chi huy quans nam 1967, ko khdng bao gt bit tay nhau.

Tuéng Tri throng néi dng sungussng nhit khi 6ngé canh bén cac chh binh @a éng
ngoai ndt tran. Twin qua, trong khi Bt quan nhanam trén tay nit b6 hoa bng woi mot
dai ruy bang c6 ghi hang dhvVO CUNG THUONG TIEC, quan tai ®éng Triduoc ha
huyét tai ngtia trang quadoi Bién Hoa. Y plc, mi, ging tay, cay dm va cay gy cua
ongdugc caidat trén nit quan tai.

—Time Magazine (*)
Monday, Mar 08, 1971

Trung tuéng D& Cao Trl, 1970 15/5/1970.Di 13 c4p tung nhung 6ng
van con deo thé bai.15 May 1970, Tay Ninh, South Vietnam - T4y
Ninh, South Vietnam: Lt. Gen. B8 Cao Tri while on an inspection tour of
a Vietnamese refugee center for civilians brought out of Cambodia.
Image by © Bettmann/CORBIS
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(*) The World: The Death of a
Mar. 08, 1971. TROUBLED by the

Ngwn: Internet eMail byBatkhuat Nguyen chuyén

bang ngay Tk Tuw, February 24, 2021
Ban Ky Thuit Khéa 10A-72/SQTBD, PP11/TPIND, QLVNCH
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