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PHU CAT TRONG TOI

Vé nudc vao khoang thang 10 ndm 1971 sau khi tot nghiép Hoa Tiéu Tryc Thing khoa
71-15 tai truong bay Fort Hunter, tiéu bang Georgia (USA). Cho dén dau nam 1972 toi
va mot vai ngudi ban cuing khoa dén Phu Cat, giira lac phi truong va nhitng ving bao
quanh dang ngép tran khoi lura.

Trinh dién Phi Doan Tryc Thang 243 Ménh Su v6i nhiém vu la mot hoa tiéu truc thang,
cap buc thleu Giy. Hau hét cac hoa tiéu co ban ctia Phi Poan déu dang rat ban ron véi cac
phi vu yém trg cho cac don vi ban, phan nhiéu 1a Su Poan 22 B¢ Binh va cac don vi Dia
Phuong Quén cua tinh Binh Dinh (Quy Nhon) trong cac cudc hanh quan 16n nho khip
Ving 2 Chién thuat. Mic du di duoc huan luyén xong ¢ truong bay nhung tat ca cac phi
cong modi ra trudng déu phai duge bay huin luyén b tac, nhit 1a dé hoc hoi kinh nghiém
thue té trén chién truong. Nhung c6 18 vi moi nguoi dang ban ron khong c6 ai ranh dé
bay huén luyén cho bon t6i va c6 1& vi 1a phi céng vira méi ra trudng va con qué non tré,
nén chiing t6i da bi bo quén di sudt vai ba thang doi cho.

Ctr mdi sang 1én trinh dién Phi Poan, nhin ban phi vu khong thay tén minh, t6i va ngudi
ban than cung khoa 1a Thiéu ay Tran Thanh Tong lai phai di lang thang, hét danh co
tudng, lai choi bong ban, bi-da. Can ctr truéng Phu Cat luc bay gio 1a Trung t4 Nguyén
Hong Tuyen ong ta co6 moi dugc vo su Lé Sang tru’orng mon vo Vovinam tur Sai Gon ra
phi truong Phu Cat mod vo duong dau tién tai day dé hudn luyén cho cac quan nhan
Khéng Quan; cho nhitng ai mén chudng v thuat va vo dao. Vén vi 1a 1 ngudi ham thich
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v thuat tir luc nho, va ciing 1a dé tram lap nhiing ngay gio ranh r6i nén t6i d tro thanh
mon sinh Vovinam tir do, voi tam huyét 1a “rén luyén ban tay thép va trai tim tur a1”.

Roi sau d6 toi ciing dugc bay huan luyén, va duge bd xung ra 1 phi doi tryc thang tai
thuong, ma dén dau nim 1973 phi d6i nay tro thanh 1 phi doi biét 14p c6 tén 1a Phi Doi
259A Nhan Ai. Phi doi Truong 1a Pai uy Nguyén Hiru Nghé (cdp bac hién tai). Phi ddi c6
khoang 15 hoa ti€u, 20 y ta phi hanh va 20 co khi vién phi hanh. Chung t61i sanh vai cung
v6i Phi Poan 243 Manh Su bay ngang doc khip noi trén ving troi Phu Cat. Nhiém vu
ctia chung t6i 13 “bang moi gia dém ciing nhu ngdy di tan cang nhanh cang tdt tit ca cac
thuwong binh, tir st khip cac chién truong, tir trong rimg siu, nai cao hay ngoai bién ca vé
noi an toan dé chira tri hodc mai ting néu 1a tir si”. Tam Quan, D¢ Ptic, Bong Son, Phu
Cii, Phu My, An Son, Mat khu An Lo, Vinh Thanh... 1 nhitng dia danh rai rac khap
Vung 2 Chién thuat khong noi ndo khong cé cac bong dang cta nhiing canh chim mong
manh, nho bé ctia Phi Boan 243 va phi ddi biét 1ap 259A.

Khong gian rong tinh yéu anh trai rong,
Cho khap son ha rop bong co bay.

Co ddi luc chung toi hung diing bay di tir phi trudng thanh timg doan cung su hd tro cla
A37 phan luc co thugc Phi Doi 532. ROi ciing c6 nhing lic chung t6i 4m tham lang I8
bay trong dém t61 1¢ loi dé tranh danh thoi gian tung gidy tung phut voi than chét, mang
vé quan y vién kip thoi ctru cdp cho cac thuong binh cua cac don vi ban, trén nhitng ganh
da cheo leo, trong rimg sdu 4m u, trong nhitg don bét dang bi bao vay hay nhitng don vi
dang nam sau tan trong ving dat dich. Cong san lic nao ciing rinh mo dau d6 san L sang
don ching toi bang nhu’ng trang AK, B40, phong khong 12.71y, 12.8ly hay hoa tién
SA7... ba vao bai dap o1 la pha1 cat canh that nhanh néu chdm chap cdng quan s€ goi
tang cho vai ba trai phao 13 “gidc mong duong may” s& cham dut ngay. May mu bao phu,
gi6 ndi chap ching, dém den lanh 180, dan khéi bay mit mu, d6 1a nhitng diéu ma ching
t6i da phai d6i dién ting ngay.

Mot “Mua Xuan 68” kinh hoang, rdi dén “Mua Hé Do Lira 72” d6 nat, mot s6 nhom tir
ngir quen thudc tr nd da nodi 1én day du sy dau thuong tang toc, sy tan pha manh 1iét mot
qué huong dau khd. Viét Nam oi, qué huong o1, nude mat va mau ctia ching con va cua
dan toc da trai dai trén khip 4 Vung Chién thuat.

Vao nhimg ngay thang do ltra d6 quan va dan tinh Binh Dinh that thi, hau hét cac quan
vé phia bac tir Tam Quan do vé Bong Son, Phu Cii, Phut M¥. Phi trudng Phu Cat bi phao
kich timg ngay. Trén tan s6 UHF lic ndo toi ciing nghe “Thién Phong Ién tleng, Thién
Phong 1a bi¢t hi¢u ctia Can Ct Trudng Nguyen Hoéng Tuyén dé goi trén tan s0 no1 bd moi
khi 6ng bay trén ving trdi Phu Cat. Ti va may nguoi ban néi 1én voi nhau rang: “Khong
biét Thién Phong c6 ngii gat trén tau hay khong nhi?”
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C6 lan da hét mot ngay bay cing thang than kinh, ching t6i vira vé dén phi truong Phu
Cét, vao dén “Short final” dé dap nghi ngoi va s& dugc thay thé bang toan khac 1én ving
tiép tuc bay vao ban dém. Chua kip cham dat chung t6i bi Thién Phong goi 1én ving try
lai, 1y do 13 c6 yéu cau khan cép caa don vi ban. Thé 1a lai phai ton ten bay di tiép. Tt
minh cai Ong Thién Phong nay ghé.

Dé gianh lai ting tac dat, tirng nhanh song, timg khe ndi, bia ring... Mau va nudc mit lai
d6 ra thém nita. Co nhirng noi ban ngay bo binh VNCH da vao chiém, dém vé bj ap luc
qua ning ctia quan thu lai phai rat di. Chd dén sang hom sau c6 yém tro cia Khong
Quan, don vi B§ Binh md&i co thé vao chiém tré lai va roi lai phai rat lui vé ban dém.

Mua hé do lira da qua, quan va dan tinh Binh dinh d3 chiém lai hoan toan cac ving dat da
mat vao tay dich, tinh hinh tam ém mét thoi gian ngan, r6i lai bung 1én dir doi hon. Pén
nam 1973 Hiép Dinh Paris ra doi, quan va dan ¢ day lai phal chién dau ting ngay timg
gid voi Am muu gianh dan chiém dét cua cong san, va rdi ngay sau d6 Hiép Dinh “Pinh
Chién Paris” da tan vo.

Mot ngon ddi nho vé phia tdy nam cta quin Bong Son c6 tén 1a “Ddi Trai Chudi”, so di
c6 cai tén nhu vay 1a vi sau nhiéu ngay hing chiu bom dan cta ca hai bén, nén ngon do6i
hoan toan khong con mot céy co nao song sot, no nhin nhui gibng nhu hinh mot trai
chubi. Hom 4y nhu thudng 16 t6i cung voi Trung Gy Khiém nhan nhiém vu tai thuong
binh tai “Poi Trai Chudi” nay.

Cat canh tir phi truong da chién An Son, hau ctr ciia Su Poan 22 B6 Binh chung t6i bay
vé phia bac doc theo Qudc Lo 1. Hom nay troi trong, miy trang timg cum, chung toi co
thé bay cao 1én dén 3 hoic 4 ngan bg (feet) dé tranh hoa luc cua VC. Bay dén dinh deo
Phu Cil thoi tiét t6t nén ching toi lién lac v6i don vi bo binh bén dudi bang tan s6 FM rat
r5. Noi day chiing toi c6 thé nhin thay 166 “Ddi Trai Chubi” nam sau vé phia tay.

Hom dé Trung iy Khiém ng01 ghe hoa ti€u chanh nén toi nhuong can lai cho anh vao
vung “hot”. La ving dat co rat nhiéu 6 phong khéng 12.7ly ctia Cong quan nén Trung uy
Khiém giam that nhanh cao d9, cang nhanh cang d& nguy hiém. Ttr 3 ngan bo roi xubng
gan dén 1500 b, t6i dang loay hoay chinh may FM va dién dam véi don vi ban bén dudi,
bong nhién nhin xuyén ra phia dudi ¢ ‘cockpit” toi thdy 2 duong dan phong khong cta dich
bay thang 1én, than tau rung chuyén manh r6i quay mong. Téi la 1én “tail rotor”, Khiém...
That 1a nhanh nhen va tai tinh, Trung iy Khiém ngudi ban than mén cula t6i da kip thoi
dé manh can 1ai bén tay trai (collective), cat power (close the throttle), quay nhanh can
bén tay phai (cyclic) huéng con tau ra bii cat ciia bd song Bong Son va nhe nhang dap
xudng (made Auto rotation landing) mot cach an toan. Trong lic d6 toi nhu mot cai may
tr dong bat sang tan s6 khan cip (guard) lién lac véi chiée tryc thing chi huy (C&C) trén
bau troi. Ngay khi con tau cham dat, khong can doi linh, 2 anh ban “Co Khi Phi Hanh”
va “Y Ta Phi Hanh” nhanh nhen g& 2 khau dai lién M60 c6 san trén tryc thang chia thang
vao bia rimg, sén sang nha dan. Trung Gy Khiém luc binh thudng chim chap hién tir nhu
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6ng cy non, hdm nay anh nhanh nhen nhu con hé, vira tong cira tryc thang nhay ra ngoai
vira 1én dan cdy M 16 mat d6 ngau, mat danh lai nhin dam dam vé phia trude. 2 chiéc truc
thang vo trang (Gun Ship) ctia Manh Su 243 kip thoi bay vao ving va di yém trg chiing
t6i mot cach hiru hidu trén bau troi, nén bon VC khong dam tran dén gan chung t6i. Mot
Minh Su khac dap ngay xudng bdc chung t6i 1én. “Khéng Quan tha chét khong bo anh
em, khong bo ban be”. Thé 1a ching t61 an toan chao tam bi¢t bon VC. C6 1€ & bén dudi
bon ching dang nup 16 dau d6 nhin theo chung to6i mot cach tirc toi.

Phi truong Phu Cat, thi xa Quy Nhon tinh Binh DPinh cuing véi nhitng dia danh quen
thudc ma co6 1€ n6 da va dang ngu tri trong to61 suot ca cudc doi1 nay, vi noi do6 da tham
tung giot mo hoéi, nudc mat va mau cua rat nhi€u ban be than yéu cua toi.

“Halha!Ha! Tau dut dudi rdi!” d6 1a tiéng ndi va tiéng cudi cudi cung cua ban toi, Trung
Uy Tam trén tﬁn s6 khan cép, ngay khi anh bi dan phong khong cua VC ban trl'mg tai deéo
Phu Cii nam vé phia bac Phi trudng Phu Cat. Cho dén gid nay doi khi trong giic mo to1
con nghe rd giong cudi dau nhoi nhu mili tén dam thu vao tim. Trung ay Au nguoi ban
cung phi doi véi t6i bi manh dan phao 1221y xuyén qua cb ngi ra chét ngay bén canh toi,
mau va thit cia anh con vuong vai 1én ngudi toi. Va con nhiéu ngudi nita nhu 1a Trung ta
Than mot canh chim dau dan kinh yéu cua Phi Poan 243 Manh Su di vinh vién bay vao
khong gian dé lai trong t6i bao niém dau va ndi nhd.

Chinh chién nam xua

Trén vung troi khoi lva

Chiing téi bay trén troi cao ngao nghé
Ciing qué hwong séng niii ven ciu thé!
Nhueng réi chinh chién tan,

Qué hwong dé nat, nguoi ngueoi chia ly
Ké o lai nguoi ra di

“Manh Sw”, “Nhdn Ai” con gi cho nhau?
Qué Huwong, chién hitu, giot mdu ddo.

Ké con nguwoi mdt, nghi dau dom long...

Vao nhitng ngay cudi ciing cta thang Tu den ndm 1975. Chung t6i lai phai ngdm ngui tir
gid Phu Cat than yéu va dé lai mau xuong ctia ban bé ndm rai rac dau do, trén nhiing con
dudng mon, trén nhitng ddi cao, hay trong rimg sau 4m u. Khong Quén 1a vy d6 “ra di
khong ai tim xac roi”.

Bén kia bo dai dwong, Tong thong M¥ tuyén bd “Lich st dd sang trang”. Vang nguoi My
da mo mot trang lich sur that la ngoan muc, v6i hang tri€u quan, dan can chinh VNCH,
phai bang rimg vuot sudi. Ho di vé dau vay? Chay gidc cdg san day. Thay ngudi ngi guc,
X4c nguoi tréi song, xuong trang ngoai dong.
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Chinh chién tan,

Qué hwong dé ndt, tuéi tré lam than.

Mong dwong may da hét.

Thoti gian thoi gian,

Théi hét roi, lich sir dd sang trang.

Qué huong o1, d6ng bao oi, xin hay tha thir cho ching con, nhimg nguoi tré co day nhiét

huyét nhung danh bé tay, khong lam gi dugc dé ciru gitp cho dong bao va to qubc than
yéu.

NGUYEN N. THANH
Phi D3i 2594 Nhan Al

Nguon: Internet eMail by cathy chuyén

Pang ngay Chua Nhdat, June 30, 2024
Ban Ky Thudt Khoa 104-72/SQTB/PD, DP11/TPIND, QOLVNCH
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