Tap ghi
Chu dé: Ca phé La Pagode, Sai Gon
Tac gia: Trang Nguyén

V AN NGHE SAI GON VA QUAN CA PHE LA PAGODE
Mot thoi vang bong

Nﬁm & goc ngd tu Lé Thanh Tén — Pong Khai quan 1 (Tu Do cii) ¢6 mot quan ca phé
noi tiéng trude nam 1975 ma dan “sanh di€u” nao cling biét, dic biét 1a gi61 van nghé si.
Do 1a quan ca phé La Pagode, dugc goi ndm na la quan Céi Chua.

Quan khong rong 1am, khoang 60m2, dat chimg 10 céi ban go mat vudng. Ghé ng01 rong,
cling bang g0 ¢ thanh dya, ctra kinh day hai mat. Khach ng01 udng ca pheé co thé nhin ra
thong théng mot khoang khong gian rat dep cua khu cong vién Chi Lang nam chéch nga
tu.

Cong vién nay co rat nhiéu ciy c6 thu, cao to, thang tap. Buong kinh than cy c& hai
vong tay nguoi 6m moi hét, than cay véi 16p vo san sui, moc tring. Budi sang, bu01 chiéu
16p vo san sui, moc trang mau thoi gian ndy, tiy theo sic dd ma anh 1én trong mat nguoi
nhin bang sy cam nhan tong hoa ca thoi gian, khong gian khong chi 1a mét thir mau sac
ma con 13 sy hoi tudng, chit chira ky ni¢m.

Nhat 1a khi ¢ nhitng con mua nho, giot 1t phat nhu bui tir trén nhitng tan cady chay

xubng 16p vo san sui kho moc ay, thi that giéng nhu mot birc tranh son dau voi gam mau
nhat, bang lang, day strc quyén rii va lay dong 10ng nguoi.
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Quan Cai Chua cua 6ng chu nguoi Phap va di nhién cung cach phuc vu ciing theo kiéu
Phap. Nhan vién phuc vu mac d6ng phuc 4o so mi trang, quan tay den, that no con buém
0 0 40, no1 tiéng Phap tiéng Anh thong thao va rat lich sy. Tét nhién, khach vao quan
udng ca phé ciing thudc thanh phan trung luu, lich sy, da phan tudi trung nién tré 1én.
Thinh thoang ma&1 ¢6 mot nhom khéach thanh nién “con nha” hay cdp tinh nhan vao quan
tim mot chd tAm tinh lich sy, yén tinh; tuyét nhién khong cé khach tudi choai choai, nhi
nho.

Va khong hiéu tir bao gio quan Cai Chua tr¢ thanh dia diém gap go cua gidi nha van, nha
bao. Tuy theo “chiéu” ma tap trung ngoi ting nhoém, ¢ nhitng cai ban gan nhu ¢6 dinh,
khong thé c6 truong hop ngdi 10n “chiéu trén”, “chiéu dudi”. Ciing xin nhan manh rang
gid1 nha van, nha bao trudc ndm 1975 phan chia dang cap rat ro rét ma luc bay gio goi la
6 Tat AL 90

chiéu”.

bac dlem cua quan Cai Chua la ca phé rat ngon, tt nhién mdi quéan ca phé c6 mot bi
quyét riéng, gan nhu “tuyét mat” trong khau pha ché. Tuy nhién ca phé chic chin khong
pha tron huong li¢u, hoa chit tao mui, tao bot nhu bay gio ban day chg Kim Bién. Ca phé
quan Cai Chua duoc pha phin, do tiép vién mang ra tan ban cho khach khi ca phé van con
bdc khéi va bay mui thom ntrc miii. Pudng bo vao ca phé 1a loai duong tinh luyén, vién
hinh vudng, tring phau nhin thoi da thich mat.

Budi sang chua dn gi ma udng tach ca phé den cta quan Cai Chua c6 thé bi “say”, tuy
nhién huong vi ca phé va chd ngdi & ddy that khong con noi nao tuyét hon. Puong Dong
Khoi (Tu Do trude day) la con duong chinh cua khu trung tdm quén 1 chay ngang cira
quan. Qua mdt 16p kinh trong sudt, nguoi ng01 bén trong quéan cé thé nhin hoat canh bén
ngoai dang dién ra tip nap nhu trong mot cudn phim quay cham. D6 1a mét goc nho Sai
Gon vao budi sang dong ngu:oq va xe ¢ On 4, budi trua thua vang hon va budi tdi ruc 1&
anh dén véi dong ngudi xudi nguoc ludt qua hay thanh than dao phd.

Sau ndm 1975, quan ca phé Cai Chua hoat dong mot thoi gian rdi tr thanh dai 1y ban vé
may bay. Toi van thuong chay xe ngang qua ddy vao nhiing budi chiéu tbi khi thanh phd
vua lén den. Va khong khéi bui ngui khi nhan ra mot ngdi quan tirng 1a ky ni€ém mdt thoi,
1a noi tung gap g& ban bé “van ngh¢” da bién mét trong dong chay tit bat cua sinh hoat
dang tién vé phia trudc véi mot sé dong ngudi can c6 mot “dd lui thoi gian” nhét dinh dé
song lai voi1 ky niém mot doi1 nguoi.

Ma that vay, khong riéng gi t6i hay nhiéu ngudi 1a dan ¢ cuu Sai Gon ma ca nhimng ban
bé da ra nudc ngoai thinh thoang van héi t6i quan Cai Chua bay gio ra sao? Puoc tra 101
1a quan Cai Chua bay gio khong con ban ca phé nira, hay gan day n6 da mat ludn cho mét
cong trinh xay dyng cao oc gi d6. Nhitng ngudi ban xa x061 ay da vo cuing tiéc nudi cho
mdt ngdi quan dep, O vi thé thuan loi, tung 1a hinh bong ky niém noi mot géc pho phon
hoa dd khong con nita. N6 giéng mot ngudi tinh nam xua di timg ghi ddu an sau dam
trong trai tim minh, gid chi con 1a mét hinh béng cii.
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TU KE TUONG
Catinat cuong ron Sai Gon

Thoi Phap thudc, chinh quyén bao ho st dung dudng Catinat (sau 1a Tu Do) lam trung
tam hanh chinh. Bén canh do6, con dudng nay cling 1a noi tap trung céc co s¢ thuong mai
sam uat bac nhat Sai Gon thoi d6. Nha bao Lucien Bodard di vi dudong Caninat nhu céi
cubng rbn cta Sai Gon.

G(); &Lt‘ﬂ\(. Carinar Gan khac ii_s:\r\ Continental nhinvg Nam d-\L
cua the ky 20 (Nguon: Manhhaiflick)

Catinat ngay Ay

Catinat la tén cua mot tudng cta Phap (Nicolas de Catinat) dudi thoi Louis XVI, dugc
Hai quan Phap dit tén cho mot tau chién timg tham gia tran danh Sai Gon. Sau nay Pé
dbc De La Grandiére dung 1am tén cho con duong nay vao ngay 1/2/1865.

Thuo t61 dat chan téi duong Ty Do 1a khi hoc lop dé that duoc ba toi dan ra Sai Gon nhan
chuyén ghé tiém Thanh L& tim mua b tranh son mai tang mot ddng nghiép vé My dé
lam ky niém. Nhung khong tim dugc bg tranh nhu y, mudn c6 phai dat hang lam riéng.
Thé 14 t6i c6 dip dao quanh nhirng con duong Sai Gon. Mot vai doan ngin trén dudng Tu
Do con 14t d4, mit d4 xanh mon nhin boi thdi gian. Ba toi néi, da 1at duong nay co tur
thoi Phap thudc. Bi long vong may con dudng trung tam, tir Ty Do dén Nguyén Hug,
bang qua Lé Loi, queo xudng Lé Thanh Tén rdi vong qua Nha thd Puc Ba, ngdi bang
ghé xi-ming & cong vién Cong trudng Hoa Binh nhin xem nguoi ta ling xang toi lui Buu
dién thanh phd.

Thoi gian 4y, dudng Ty Do khong néo nhiét nhu bén dai 16 Nguyén Hué c6 Thuong x4
TAX hodc khu Thuong x4 Eden c6 rap chi¢u bong Eden. Bén kia vuon hoa trudc Toa Do
Chinh 1a rap REX, noi quan nhan va nhan vién dan sy My ra vd6 nudm nugp. Hai cha con
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tiép tuc theo duong Tu Do, 16i bd vong véo qua cho Cii ghé quan hét toc via hé thim
nguoi ba con bén ngoai, vé quan goi phd. Do la 1an dau tién toi duoc di Sai Gon, mac dau
nha t6i cling & Sai Gon, chinh x4c 1a quan 10 khu Hoa Hung ma hai nam trudc d6, phan
d4t nay thudc vé quan 3, chi cach trung tdm thanh phé ching 3 cay sb.

Khich san Majecric 1oa lac 1ai dau duong Catinat NGO RA sONG SATI Gon khoAng Nhiing
nim cuoi THE ky 19 (Anh: NHAN’blog)

“Cuong ron” Sai Gon

buong Tu Do, dudi con mat quan sat cua mot dura tré nhu t61 khi d6 cling kha binh
thuong nhu bao con dudng Sai Gon. N6 khong nao nhiét, sim uat nhu nguoi ta ké, ngay
ca nha bao Phap Lucien Bodard vi dudng Catinat 1a cuéng rén cua Sai Gon. Ong vi nhu
thé véi nhan xét, day 1a con dudng trung tdm, noi tap trung cac co so hanh chanh quan
trong khi Phap chiém Gia Dinh, va nguoi Phap da chon con dudng nay (nguyén la duong
s6 16) 1am truc chinh cho viéc quy hoach thanh phé Sai Gon nim 1865 theo ban v& cua
Trung t4 cong binh Coffyn.

Nhin lai trim nim trude nita, khi Théng suat Nguyén Ciru Dam vao Gia Dinh va giao cho
Tran Van Hoc xéc 1ap vi tri dé x4y dung mot trung tdm dan cu va xay dung thanh Bat
Quai. Ong di v& ra nhimg truc duong chinh danh s tir 1 cho dén 26, 1iy thanh Bat Quai
lam trung tAm. Thud Ay con duong s6 16 1a con dudng dat dan tir chd kho quan luong cia
Thanh Bat Quai (vi tri khu vue Nha thd Ptic Ba ngay nay chay thing ra séng Binh Giang
(tirc song Sai Gon). Con nhitng con duong canh bén 1a nhitng con kénh duong thuy sau
nay duoc san lap thanh duong Charner (Nguyén Hué), De la Somme (Ham Nghi) va con
duong thuy phia dudi 1a Bonard (Lé Loi).
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Con duong sb 1 din vao Thanh Bat Quai 1a dudng Luro thoi Phap tirc Cudng Dé sau nay,
phia ddu dudng c6 trai Thuy binh. Mot chi tiét kha tha vi theo tai liéu vé Thanh Bat Quai
xua ghi rang, dau dudng sd 16 giap véi bo song dugce goi Bén Ngu, 13 noi nghi ngoi danh
cho vua nha Nguyén khi vao Sai Gon.

SAIGON, « La Noe Cutinar pres da Convinental

Coliocnen Riger <G Vobny

Goc duing Carinat Nhin 10 goc duing Bonard (LE Loi) nam 1908 (Anh:

INTERNET)

Vi tri cua Catinat

Tat nhién khong phai vi Iy do dau duong sb 16 (tre dudng Catinat khi nguoi Phap diéu
chinh quy hoach lai Sai Gon theo ban v& cii ctia Tran Van Hoc) c6 Bén Ngu ma ngudi
Phéap chon 1am truc chinh trung tdm thanh phd. Pon gian 1a canh dudng 16 14 nhing con
dudng thuy, nhu trinh bay & trén, nén viéc chon tryc dudng bd co san dé chép nhan hon.
Puong 16 va dudng sd 1 1a duong dat hinh thanh tir trede d& sira sang hon nhitng con
kénh duong thuy. Hon nita, duong s 16 ¢o truc xuyén thong nhap vao duong Paul
Blanchy (Hai Ba Trung ngay nay).

Puong Catinat thud ban dau kéo dai toi dudng Mayer (Hién Vuong/V3 Thi Sau). Khi
qua giao 16 v6i duong Norodom (Théng Nhat/Lé Duan) thi goi 1a Catinat prolongée
(Catinat ndi dai). Sau khi Phap dat thap nude va thanh lap quang truong Thong ché Joffre
thi doan duong nay méi dit tén lai 1a Blancubé va Garcerie. Cudi cuing duong Catinat con
dai 630 mét, tir ddu dudong Bén Bach Pang dén Vuong Cung Thanh Puong 1a két thuc.
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Thud ay Pallu de la Barriére, mot trong nhirng du khach nguoi Phap dau tién dén Sai
Gon, dd miéu ta con dudng sd 16 ndy vao nam 1861, nhu sau: “Du khach dén Sai Gon
nhin thay bén hitu ngan con séng mot duong phd ma hai bén bi dut quang boi nhimg
khoang trbng 10n. Phan 16n nha ctra 1am bang cay loplaco ngan; s6 khac it hon, 1am
bang da. Mai nha lop bang ng6i do lam vui mat va tao duoc cam gic yén binh...”
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TIEM chup thh TREN duong Carinar NAm 1920 (ANh |NTERNEI)

Khu vue cua gi6¢i thwong luu

Nim 1864, Nha Giam dbc Noi vu (Direction de L Intérieur), ngudi dan duong thoi goi la
“Dinh Thuong Tho”, dugc xay dung, nhin ra duong Catinat, phia db6i dién dinh Thuy su
Dé déc. Noi quyén luc chi xEp sau Théng dbc Nam Ky, truc tiép chi huy cac tham bién
Phap va quan lai Viét Nam cip huyén, pht, ddc phu st. Dau thap nién 1880, ngay trén 16
trinh con dudng chay qua, moc 1én ngo6i nha tho Notre Dame, vé sau duoc cu dan Sai
Gon goi 1a Nha tho Buc Ba hay Vuong Cung Thanh Buong.

Sau lung nha tho 1a dudng Norodom, 13y tén 6ng Hoang xtr Cambodge (Campuchia) dén
tham Sai Gon vao diu nim 1867, nhan cudc ddu xao canh nong dau tién to chic tai day.
Vao thoi gian nay, theo théng ké c6 khoang 3,000 ngudi Phép sinh song tai Sai Gon.
Trong d6 ba phan tu 14 si quan cing binh linh va vién chtc Phap dan su, con lai 13 Phap
kiéu sang Sai Gon md tiém lam an, mua ban.

Vao thoi ky nay, duong Catinat dugc xem la bo mat sinh hoat cua ca Sai Gon — thanh phé
thudc dia dau tién ¢ vung Vién Pong. Khong chi co tru s& cac co quan dau ndo cta chinh
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quyén ma hang loat nha hang, khach san, co sé dich vu thuong mai sang trong dau tién
cua Sai Gon cling moc 1én trén con duong nay.

Continental — khach san dau tién & Sai Gon hoan thanh ndm 1880 — 13 noi ding chan caa
cac vién churc, si quan cao cap cua Phap dén cong tac xtr thudc dia, l1a cho tu hoi cua
nhiing du khach thap phuong.

Niam 1886, Phap khdi cong xay tru s& S& Buu chinh va Vién thong (nay 1a Buu dién) trén
khu dat d6i dién voi mit tién nha thd, nam gitra con duong Catinat va dudng Paul
Blanchy (nay 1a Hai Ba Trung). Cudi duong Catinat, o6 mot thap nudce cao, dugc xay
dung nam 1878 nham cung cap nudc udng cho cu dan trong vung. Tuy nhién, dén nim
1921, v6i su phat trién cia dan cu, thap nude nay khong dap img duge yéu cau nén bi
dap bo. Ngay 1/1/1900, Nha hat Tay (nay 1a Nha hat thanh phd) duoc khanh thanh trén
giao 16 dudng Bonard (nay 1a Lé Loi) va Catinat, trd thanh noi biéu dién thuong xuyén
cua nhitng doan hat tir phwong Tay dén.

Trong Nam ky phong tuc nhon vat dién ca, xuat ban nim 1909, tac gia Nguyén Lién
Phong miéu ta dudng Catinat nhu sau:

“Nhut la dwong Ca—ti—na

Hai bén lau cdc, phé nha phdn minh
Buc thém 16t dd sach tinh

Cdc cira hang ban lich thanh tot déu
Maéy may mdy ché qud nhiéu

Cac tiém tu ghe ddp diu pho truong

Do sanh, do cdn, do dwong

Dé théu, dé cham trit thuong thiéu chi...
Nha in, nha thuoc, nha cha

Nha hang an ngu voi nha lac son (xoong)
Phong lieu cach diéu ai bang

Duong di tron lang, den giang sang loa
Thur nam, thir bay, thir ba

Vi dém chua nhut hat nha hat Tay...”.

Qua miéu ta trén, ta thdy hinh anh ctia con duong Catinat d hoan chinh tir nhitng nam

dau cta thé ky 20, néu so voi cac trung tdm thuong mai nhu Charner, De la Somme,
Bonard thi con duong Catinat nhon nhip hon nhiéu.

Trang Nguyén
»
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Nguon: Internet eMail by Kim Duncan chuyén

Dang ngay Thir Nam, November 30, 2023
Ban Ky Thudt Khoa 104-72/SQTB/DPD, bD11/TDIND, OLVNCH
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