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Chu dé: Nhac st Yén Cao
Tac gia: Nong Hong Diéu

V AN CAO TRONG MAT NGUOI BAN DPOI

(*) Anh - Birc Rank VAN Cao VE vo

onG - BA Nghiém Thiy BAng.

V(_)’ ¢ nhac si Vin Cao, ba Nghiém Thuy Bang, da budc vao tudi 94. Ba tAm sy, & tudi
nay ba khong con tha thiét gi, thé ma khi nhac dén tho/nhac Van Cao bao ky tc trong ba
lai tran v&, nhiing ngdy xanh nhu tré lai. Ba bao, 6ng viét cho ba nhiéu tho 1am, trong d6
co bai “Khuon mat em”:

“Giita nhitng ngay dai dang dic
Chi con khuon mat em
Sang trong va binh lang...”.

Nhung t6i c6 cam giac, bai “Thoi gian” dugc nhiéu doc gia yéu thich ctia Van Cao, ciing
co6 hinh béng ba. Ba khong khang dinh hay phu dinh cam gidc cua t61, chi cham rai doc:

“... Riéng nhitng cdu tho con xanh
Riéng nhitng bai hat con xanh
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Va doi mat em nhu hai giéng nuoc”.
1. Quen nhau tir “Thién thai”.

Ba Nghiém Thuy Bang khong nam rd gia tai ca khiic ctia chong ¢6 s6 lugng ra sao. Toi
no6i: Hinh nhu ca khic nao ctia ¢6 nhac si cling déu ndi tiéng? Ba nhe nhang bao:

“Ciing c6 bai dugc phat hanh nhung khong dugc thich”.

Tbi lai hoi ba: “Nhiéu nhac si thich ty thé hién bai hat ciia minh, nhac si Van Cao thi
sao?”.

Phu nhan c¢6 nhac si khong hai long: “C6 khong nén héi cau ay. Nhac si sang tac ra bai
hat 14 mong mudn quan chung hat n6”.

T61 xin 161 ba va chuyén dé tai: “Co nhac s c6 nhi€u tdc pham vang danh, ba thich nhat
bai hat nao?”

Ba Nghiém Thuy Béng vui vé trd lai: “T6i thich nhiéu bai nhung bai 4n tuong nhat véi
toi 1a ‘Dan chim Viét’”.

Ba con nhac dé t61 nho, “Pan chim Viét” con c¢o6 101 1 1a “Bén xuan”:

“Nha toi bén chiéc cdau soi nudc
Em deén toi mot lan
Bao lii chim rung hop dan trén khap bén xudn...”.

Ba noi thém: “Tdi cling rat thich bai Sudi mo”. Nhung bai hat dua ba dén véi nhac si tai
danh lai 1a “Thién thai”.

Ba Nghiém Thuy Bang la con gai cua 6ng chu nha in Rang Bong, Nghiém Xuan Huyén.
Nhac si Van Cao van toi day dé in bao Poc Lap: “Ong thuong vao trong buong, noi
ngudi ta sip chit in bao. Ong phai lam viéc voi ho dé ra to bao. Ong tu ‘mi’ (trinh bay
b4o). Con t6i hdi d6 ngdi & quiy ban bao, ban di moi loai bao. Tdi vira ban, vira viét hoa
don”, ba ké. Nhung phai dén thoi diém Vin Cao t6i in bai “Thién thai” ho méi chinh
thirc quen nhau.

Ba van nhé cam xuc cua minh khi 1an dau tién cam trén tay ban thao bai hat “Thién thai”:
“To1 théy co nhﬁ’ng cau rat 1a mo m(f)ng”.

Phong vién hoéi: “Cuy thé cdu nao mo mong nhat, theo ba?”.

Ba Nghiém Thuy Béng tir chdi chia sé: “Théi, t61 khong noi”.
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Mot nhac si, mét hoa si nghé¢o nhu Van Cao khi éy lam sao chinh phuc dugc con gai xinh
dep cua 6ng chu nha in?

Ba ké: “Ong 4y chi cdm dan guitar va danh théi, t6i chi nghe tiéng dan”.

M¢ ctra trai tim ngudi con gai yéu am nhac bang tiéng dan guitar thay vi nhing 161 duong
mat la cach cua Van Cao. Sau nay, Van Cao van hdm nong tinh cam vo chong theo cach
cua riéng minh. Ong v€ chan dung vog, 1am tho, viét nhac tang vg. Chi can doc bai
“Khu6n mit em” du thiy tinh yéu ctia 6ng voi ngudi ban doi cia minh:

“Trén duong di

Khuén mdt em lam giéng

DBé anh tim ddy ngoc chdu

Oi khuén mdt sdang trong va binh lang
T6i dwge dau tién va con lai cudi ciing”.

Ba boi hoi nhé: “Bai tho dugc chong toi viét ndm 1962, khi 4y ching t0i da c6 gai ut

roi
2. Khéng mudn ng tinh.

V& thu udng ruou cua cd nhac si, vo 6ng bao: “Nguoi ta mang dén cho mét cut nay (ba
chi vao chai nu6e khoang 500ml) thi phai 10 nguoi udng. Cac 6ng ay nghién ca phé hon.
Sang day ong nha t61 thuong uong ca phé cho tinh. Nha cé ca phé, ong ay tu pha”.

Noi vé gia tai tranh ctia c6 nhac si, v ong tiét 10: “O nha hién nay ctling chi gitr dugc mot
it”. Ho1 ay, nha tho Nguyén Dinh Thi moi lan di nudc ngoai déu mua vat pham cho Van
Cao v¢.

Con trai cta cb nhac si, hoa si Nghiém Thanh chia sé: “Bb t6i hoc du thinh Truong Cao

dang My thuat Pong Duong mot nam. B t6i bay tranh son dau tir nim 1943, 1944. Ong
nho mot nguoi ban gitr tranh gitp nhung nguoi ta khong gitr ma ban di. Hoa binh 1ap lai,
ngudi ta nguong, khong mudn gip bd t6i”.

Hoa si Nghiém Thanh ké: “Nha suu tdp Dtrc Minh timg dén nha trao doi, mubén mua
tranh ctia bd t6i nhung bd t6i khong mudn ban. Khi ba noi t6i mét, ong Ay dén dat trén
ban thd chiée phong bi chira mot s6 tién 16n. B6 t6i dung tién y to chirc tang 1& cho ba
ndi t0i, sau d6 goi nha suu tap dén va ting lai birc tranh cho nha suu tap, vi khong mudn
no tinh”. Cau chuyé¢n nay cling dugc nha suu tap Nguyen Thiéu Quang x4c nhan. Hién tai
burc tranh dang trong bao tang tw nhan Quang San. Ong Thiéu Quang cho biét, biic tranh
qua tay cac nha suu tap khéc, trudc khi vé tay ong.

Page 3 of 6



NHac si VAN Cao bén vg con

Nhac si Van Cao va vg sinh dugc 5 nguoi con, trong d6 c¢6 hai con géi. Trong 5 nguoi
con cua ong, c6 nguoi theo am nhac (day piano), c6 nguoi theo hoi hoa. Sinh thoi nhac si
khong €ép con theo nghi€p cia minh, dé cac con tu do lua chon.

3. “Ong Ay rat thye té, khong nhw trong 101 hat dau”.

Nhiéu nhac phdm ctia Vin Cao mo ra mot khung troi lang man, khong vuong bui tran.
Ttr cdi thién thai voi anh tring mo tan thanh sudi tran gian” dén sudi mo véi “dong nudc
troi limg 10 ngoai ning”...

To1 hot ba Nghiém Thuy Bang: “Ngoai doi, nhac si c6 lang man khong?”.

Ba khéng tra 161 truc tiép cau hoi ma ndi chung: “Ngudi sang tac bao gior ciing sdng véi
tri tudng tuong phong phtr”.

To61i lai hoi: “Lam vg mot nguoi tai nang, tdm hon bay bong nhu nhac s Van Cao c6 khé
cho ba?”.

Cau tra 101 cia ba khién t6i bat ngd: “Ong 4y rat thyc té, khéng nhu trong 101 hat dau”. Ba
“bat mi”, nhac si Van Cao khong diing ngoai chuyén com do cua gia dinh: “Ong cling
kiém tién bang cach ve& tranh, lam trang tri san khau, lam nhac phim, nhac kich, nhac rdi,
nhac chéo...”.

Trong bai tho “Khuon mat em” viét tang v, nhac si Van Cao cling da ndi vé cudc song
cua hai vo chong, tuy khong dé dang song ho van vuot qua dugc nho tinh yéu:

“Du hai dira chung ta
Chua luc nao sung suong
Page 4 of 6



Nhitng ngay dau khé dy
Khuon mat em
Nhw manh trang nhitng dém rung chay”.

Ba Thuy Bing nhé vé nhitng nam thang dat nudc gian lao: “Gia dinh t6i 1a gia dinh tu
san. Khi vao cach mang chung toi mang kiéng vang, xuyén vang, day chuyén vang va ca
lang vang ung ho Tuﬁn 1é Vang. Chung toi van con lai mot it vang, dugc danh thanh timg
chiéc nhan tron, khi can chi dung lai mang di ban, ban ciing rat de Nhung khi tiéu hét
vang, chung t6i phai lao dong. Chung toi nudi ga lay trimg, roi ap dé no thanh ga con.
Nha t6i 6 trai ga. Chinh ga bién thanh com gao, 40 quan. Hdi ay, Ty chiém nha, chiing
to1 lam trai ga ¢ Viét Bic. Nhitng ngudi theo cu Ho 1én day déu lao dong hang say. Al
cling phai trong rau, nudi ga, chit tre, (dan thing, dan met. Nhimg nguoi lam nghé tho
may ciing mang may khau dé may quan 4o cho bo doi”.

T6i to mo, khong biét nguoi viét nhu:ng ca khiic cta 61 mong nhu “Thién thai”, “Sudi
mo”, “Budn tan thu”, “Truong Chi”... ¢6 biét ndu nuéng?

Ba Thuy Bing lai néi chung: “Tét ca nhitng ngudi theo Cu H6 déu ¢ nét cua bd ddi, deo
ba 16, deo gao 1én nguoi”.

Con trai cua nhac si Van Cao, anh Nghiém Thanh, Iuc nay 1én ti€ng: “Bo td1 nau an gidi
2

lam”.

Du cudc séng vat chat nhu Van Cao tu md ta “khong sung suéng” song cam hing am
nhac trong ong ludn doi dao. Vian Cao khong chi 1a cht nhan cta nhitng ca khuc lang
man, man méc budn, ma dng con 1a tac gia ciia nhiing ca khiic hao hiing, ron rang tinh
yéu x{r s0, tinh yéu lao dong nhu “Truong ca Song L6, “Bic Son”, “Lang t6i”, “Ngay
mua”... “Khi téi sinh ngudi con dau 1ong duge mot thang thi bai “Truong ca Séng Lo’ ra
doi”, ba Nghiém Thuy Bang noi.

Khong ké dém hay ngay, cur ¢6 cam hung thi nhac s Van Cao ngdi sang tac. Nhung chi
yéu ong lam viéc vé dém: “Toi co cai ao dai nhung, chdng t6i thudng mang n6 dém vao
cai dan cho tiéng d& to, dé moi ngudi ng. Hoi do, éng c6 dan guitar, vé sau méi ¢ dan
piano”, ba Bang chia s¢. Du ca khiic cia Van Cao ra doi trong hoan canh bét binh thudng
ctia cudc séng nhung ca tir van dep, trau chudt:

“Song L6 song ngan Viét Bdc bdi dai ngo lau nui rirng am u

Thu ru bén song vang tirng nha mo biéc chim mét mau khoi thu

Song Lo, séng ngan khang chién chdy bo lau thwa da tan thén trang

Ai qua bén ndng hong ling nhin mau nwée Séng Lo xwa” (Trwing ca Song Lo).

Vin Cao 1 mot nhac si yéu sach vd. Theo ba Bang: “Ong ham doc sach. Ngay xua &
Viét Bac 6ng van co6 ti sach tiéng Phap mang tir Ha N§1 1én. Chong t61 gi16i1 tiéng Phap™.
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Khi viét nhac, Van Cao c6 dy cam nhiing ca khtic ctia 6ng s€ song mai voi thoi gian?
Phu nhéan c6 nhac s lac dau: “Khi sang tac 6ng khong nghi nhiéu nhu thé”.

Theo ba, co nhac s Van Cao chua tirng bi quan, chan nan hay than thé vé cudc doi sang
tao nghé thuat. Ong say mé thi ca, hdi hoa, am nhac: “Lac nao khong lam nhac 6ng lai v&

tranh, khong thich v€ tranh thi lam tho™.

Trudce khi chia tay phu nhan ¢6 nhac si, t61 néi: “Néu khong viét nhac, chi chuyén tam vé
tranh, c6 1€ nhac si Van Cao cling thanh hoa si noi ti€éng?”’.

Vi ba Nghiém Thuy Bang khong co chuyén “néu nhu”, ba binh than dap: “Téi gip ong
ay trong am nhac, to1 bi€t ong ay la trong am nhac”.

Néng Hong Di¢u
(Pang trén trang Tién Phong).
»
»
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Nguén: Internet eMail by Batkhuat nguyen chuyén
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