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Gia tri cia S Thong Hanh Hoa K
America, The Beautiful —=aTON MANH PAT NAY

V ra wi chiéc xe buyt éa céng ty duith Trafalgar, t8i chd ¥ ngagén mjt nhémdan
ong bn twi, nguoi Nga, ngi bén trai bi di, canh con kinhddo. Mdi 6ng mang rt nhac
cu nha binh ntr saxophone, trumpet, clarinet, v.v. Khdnduhed phii vi nghe nling
tiéng thim thi king Anh ngdt cua du khach hay khéng marg nhién é ban nac déu
dung 1én, & hanh Qéc Ca Hoa K.

Nhém du khéch va t@iéu dirng hrdc, ngic nhién, viday l1a 1anh th caa Nga. Du khéach
My dé tay phii 1én Idng ngrc bén trai. Nhin cac ab cong, tdi ngh co k ho la nhing
ngudi linh tré nhat caa tén thé chién tha 1. T6i cam thay nao nao bén. Nhing ngroi
linh gia nua, §u dudi dang & kéo chut bi tandé tim sr sbng qua Bn Quic Ca @ia ké
thu xra, vi lrong hru cia aru chién binh Nga ét thap!

Ban nhac dit. Du khach vui ¥ ldy tien cho vao caiic nhd duoc dit trudc mit cac nlac
cong. Cac ndic cong n@gi xuong, dong tu tiep nhac khic America, the Beautiful. TOi
dang ling, longday xucdong.

Niém xticdong trong t6i dn nay ding cat dao nhr nam 1977, khi Xuan Ngut — con gai
6N cia tdi — [Uedo 1a hpe sinh bp 8,dugc trao iing giai nhat toan téu bang Arizona &
bai luan van “What Makes America Beautiful?”

Giadinh tdiduogc gilp phrong tién dé dwa Xuan Ngugt tir Yuma, Arizonagdén Phoenix
nhan phn theong trong ndt budi 1€ vo cung long tsng. PO 1a n dau tién tdi nghe #n
America, the Beautifulugc ¢ hoi trudng déng ca. Tr dung tdi khéc. Nieng i amdiéu
va i ca dia ban nhac khién 16ng t6i ing xwbng. Téi tdm tinh lai dé nhan nhiing vong
tay than ai va nimg loi chlic ming aia nhiing ngroi My quanh t6i. Theo ritng loi chuc
mung aia nhirng ngroi chua quen nay, toi Bl nhirng ngxorl nay nghi ring tdi xdcdong
vi thanh qu caa con gai t0|£)|eu dé ch dung ot phan; vi, ngoai g hanh dén cia mpt
nguoi Me, nhirng giot nuGc mit caa tdi con mang Emg ném au lo va s lac 16ng trée
mot twong laiday thir thach ma tdi khéng &ii toi co tié vuot quadugc hay khéng!

Hon 26 rim qua, Vi tat ca hy sinh va 8 luc, giadinh tdida wrot quadugc nhiu tro
naai. CAc con/daué caa tdi hén dangdem tit ca kha ning va kén thic d¢a hoc hoi/da
hap thy tai dat nudgc naydé gop cong xay g@ng mbt noi ma ai ding hon mot 1an uéc mo
duoc nhin n mit sy van minh va phn thinh.
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Riéng t6i, ngoais van minh va pbn thinh, nrgc My con c6 nking céng dan & tréi tim
rat vi dai.

Chi c6 nhing tréi tim ¥ dai méi c6 thé thue hién nhitng chuyn bayday thuc ph‘am/déy
thudc men cung nTt'ng phaidoan y € tinh ngugn sang Phi Chauit d6i. Chi cé nlﬁng
tréi tim Vi dai méi sang tac va hat saya nrac khic We Are The Worldé quyén gop
hi¢n kim gri sang Phi Chaute déi. Chi c6 nlﬁng trai tim ¥ dai mai dwa nhéu phai
doan y droc g, dung a1 y t sang Nga@u gitp khi 16 nguyénit caa Nga — i Chernobyl
— bung ®. Chi cé nhing tréi tim I dai méi ¢6 thé thyc hién nhirng chuyén bay kin cip
dé di chuyén hing my trim em bé ra céi ra ktoi Viét Nam vao ci thang Tr nam
1975. Cli c6 nhing trai tim ¥ dai méi ciu gitp Kt dot di dan naydén dot di dan khac.

Trong $ triéu triéu di dando co giadinh téi. Giadinh téi xin bét on:

Cuu Thiéu ta Thiy Quan luc Chién va ba Michael Z. Smith, mgi da bio tro ching toi
tir Camp Pendleton. Ong ba Smith cé basgon: Michael, hin labai Gy Khong Quéan
Hoa Ky va cd con gai nubi, n@i Nhat, Kristin cung Wi bé Heather. Hin nay 6ng Smith
la mot muc ar ¢ California.

Ong ba Collins. Ong Collinsrhg tham chin tai Viét Nam. Ongduorc mot giadinh Viét
Nam che ct trong khi Vit Cong rwng hit. Ong Collins ko vi Ong mangn nQroi

Viét cho nén Ong trong va mén gidpdd nguoi Viét véi tat ca nhiét tinh. May nin cho
chdng t6i, vi chiing téi [ gidinh Viét Nam duy nht tai thanh plé Yuma.

Ong ba Collard, ngdi dé thit long throng yéu giadinh tdi nhr rudt thit. Ong ba tirong
vui vé va hanh din gidi thiéu vai moi nguoi rang chung téi la con va chauaong ba.

T6i khong & biét 6ng Collard 1a rét cyu chién binh tié chién tha I1; vi khéng bao gi
Ong nhic nhy haic dé cap dén cwc chién khic liét d6. Bén khi Ong Collard quadi,
ngudi ban déng ngi caia Ongdoc diéu van, tdi moi biét 6ng Collard c6 rit trong tén
Tran Chau @ng. Chinh ong Collarda aru gitp nhéu ngrorl ké ca nguoi dangdoc diéu
van, i khoi chién ham... va Ong |a ngpi vuot thoat sau cung.

Sy hiéu biét caa tdi & quan nhan Hoa ¥Ktrong tén Tran Chau éng haic Normandy ch
cin ar theo sach & va phimanh cho nénat mo ho/rat han hep. Nheng sr hiéu biét caa
t6i vé s hy sinh va 1ong gucam cia ngrdi linh My trong céc chién tranh Vit Nam thi
khé trong in — trong #n hon ¢ nhitng cubn sach ét vé chién tranh Vit Nam ma tac
gia chra bao gb cO mit tai chién trudng Viét Nam. Dodd, t6i nHin thiy, di céc chién
két thic ndt cach e twoi, thiéu cong Bing, nhrng ding phii chdm dit; vi mau Ga
ngudi Viét — ca hai mén Nam Bic — va mau ga ngroi My da chan hoa trongrhg thréc
dat noi qué hrong nghéo khéia téi.
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Sau khi mén Nam b bac tir, ham d6i Hai Quan Vit Nam Gng Hoada di tin hon 30
ngan ngoi Viét thoat kii hiém hoa dng sin. Nheng réu khéng ¢ s hién dién caabé
That Ham Poi Hoa Ky tai Thai Binh Dirong ding nhr khéng c6 8 gitip da vo diéu kién
cia nhan dan Hoa¥Kthi $ nguoi ty nan khong 16 nhe ching toi 8 vé dau?

Nwong vao Idng nhan aiva ngroi My, ching toi vao Nt vai thai do biét on va long tr
tin d¢ vuon Ién.

Nguoi Viét, qua bao th thach cam gaja wron 1én,da gop cong xagap va ko vé dat
nudc nay.

Khi cudc chién Trungbdng bung A, nam 1992, téidd dau bwn va lo & khi dua tién
mot doc gia tré va than tht nhat caa toi — Hi Quanbai uy Hoang Qdc Tuan, tong &
trén hang khong au ham USS Independence — raokhtién vé ving kradan oia Persian
Gulf. Trong la thr gii vé tir vang Vinh, Tuin viét: “... Nguoi linh Hoa Ky dugc hién
luyén dé bao vé Hoa Binh clk khéng phi dé gay chén...” Theo tinh thn cao & do, biét
bao thanh nién namiirVietnamese—Americada Ht nghiép haic dang thi huén tai cac
guan toong hrng danh @éa Hoa K nhae West Point Academy, Naval Academy, Air
Force Academy, v.v.

Ngoai nifrng tham giatang I vé quan g, gioi tr¢ Viét Nam ding da vadang xaydap
dat nuéc nay trongat ca moi 1&anh wrc nhr truyén théng, gido de, y €, khoa loc, khoa
hoc khdéng gian, v.v.

Gidi tré Viét Nam cé nltng dong gop &n lao nhr vay thi nhing b lyc cia thé hé di dan
Viét Namdau tién ding khéng nBi. Thir nhin kin do caa cac thanh ghlon nhr Los
Angeles, Orange County, San José, Houston, v.& thiy: Tur nhiing vungdat hoang
tan cach nay 20am, bay g da tro thanh nitng vung tlwong mai sam uat do ngroi Viét
khgl thac. Va trong cac hangrong, van phong, bt bao ngroi mang b Nguyén, L&,
Tran...

Khi nhitng dong gop da ngroi Viét vaodat nuge nay noi ngay Noi thang tién thi ng
dung sr pha hai tir dau vadén, phi chup xudng ngay longtit nudc ma giadinh toi da
am thim nhin 1a qué krong thr hai!

Tin Nitu Uéc va Hoa TinhBon bi méy bay 4n congdén vei t6i trong Itc t6i cling nhém
du khach dungam trea sau nting giv tham viéng thanh ph Minks. T6i ngi bat dong,
long day phan uit. Néu bao ring t6i khong lo s thi khéng iin ¢ing; nhing ném lo sy
trong toi bay gi khac Hin véi sy hai & ciadira bé gai — dgia thip nién 40 — theo Cha
Me ra “ving ghi phong” va thy nhiing chéc may bay mangictam tai (& Phap) BN
pha nlitng lang mc xac %. Nhitng chéc may bayié bin vao it ca nhing VAt thé nao di
dong; vi viy ndng dan khéng dam dang, suc 1t bi giét hai, sinh sin khéng kp va con
ngudi thi déi va thiéu thin moi bé.
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Hon hai mroi ndm s5ng yén lanhd mién Nam nrdc Viét va bon hai mroi nam sHng
thanh binh trédat My, tdi o ngd rang bomdan d& xa t6i, khéng conechdi lam toi sy
hai nira. Nhrng khong! Trén maanh TV, mt tda nha éa The World Trade Centebb
khéi va ot chiéc may bay lao ting vao tda nha thhai. Gi hai toa nhaah luot sup
xubng trong khi ném pHan uit trong tdi dang cao nhnhitng cn khoéiden ngdm thoat
ra tr The Twin Towers! Tinhim trong t6i cling khac gi & dau x6t @a téi cach nay
hon mjt phan tr thé ky, khi Viét Cong phao kicld at vao Sai Gon — thddé mién Nam
Viét Nam!

La mot phu nir duoc gido dic chi dé nudi con va phc tdng cldng, ngaydo, trude tham
trang dia qué lrong Viét Nam, t6i ch biét viét nhitng dong ca ngj tinh thin chién dau
can arong aia Ngroi Linh Viét Nam Gng Hoa va ton vinh Iong hy sinh v lsia
nhitng ngroi Me, ngroi Vo va ngroi con.

Bay gy, trudc ar d6 nat va thét hai nhan mng mdt cach phi ly va tando tai Niu Udc
va Hoa Tlinh Bén, tam Bn t6i bi chin dong manh va tdi mén viét ra nhiing ¥ ngh
tham kin dia tdi V& mot noi chon ma giadinh tdi &m tm tho on. Y ngh nay lam cho
cuoc du ich gim thiéu nhigu phan thich tha. Cac du ich nay chvi sy td mo d@a toi,
mudn tim héu vé mot nugc Nga éng sin.

Nudc Nga 6ng lon nhrng méi ngroi Nga khéngdan Hi cho nén ngoi Nga khong bit
cudi. Thic an cia ngroi Nga throng & nlitng miéng thit dai dr — ma khdng atoan
duoc va ding khéng ghi trong tirc don 14 tht gi —dugc tim treng haic bot rdi chién,
khéng mui v, an dém vai khoai tay. Laudm, may ra nii c6 mot bira thit ga. Thirc an
cia My nhue céc lai keo, ice cream vaas phim cia hang Coca Colduroc bay ban kfp
noi. T6i ciing thay vai nha hang McDonald’s va Pizza Huin$him tiéu cong ngh cua
Nga nhr thaty tinh vadd gb thi tuyst dep, vi dugc 1am king tay. H théng Metro @a Nga
tai Moscow Bt t6i tan, dida duoc hoan dt cach nay fia thé ky. Ci 30 gidy — vang, 30
giay — thi nét chuyén téc hanhdén va nét chuyén di nguoc 16 trinh Wi chiée kia. Trong
sinh hat hing ngay, ngoi Nga khéngin mic gian di, xXnh xoang ntr nguoi My.
Nhitng bwi trinh dién ballet, skate on ice lam t6i say mé bao nhiéualthihg man v dan
toc va nhitng kin dan ca éing khién hon téi giaodong by nhiéu. Am lwrong dan caia
Nga mang #ing ném thong thiét caa dan du mc.

Dan Nga fit kieu hanh ¢ Red Square, \d6 |a béu twrong aia thi 6. Khi thiy trong hinh
va phimanh, t6i ding ngh Red Squareit vi dai. Nhung sau khi thy tan mit, toi ngh —
khéng phi vi dinh kién chinh ti — Red Square khéng 1a gi; @i thiéu ar hai hoa gia
thién nhién va nhand. Khu wc Red Squarduoc lat ing gach, trén trén doi thoai
thoai, dién tich khang mdt phan ba @a cong teong Thién An Mon. Pin cao nlit caa
Red Square la toa nhaacchinh ph va nd ciaa Lenin. Chamdi bén nay la ngbi nha dh
véi nhixng chép cao hinh tron, @ trd va syn prét rat ruc 5. Chanddi bén kia chila
mot 16i di rong I6n. Léi di ndy, vao niing dp dién hanhdé phé trrong hee luong, dugc
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Hong Quan Ngaing nhr thiét giap va cace giéi ning dung lamdi ra. Bay gb, trén bi
ra nay, ngoi ta xay ndt ngdi nha trén cao, phiaréi dé tréng vradu cho [ hanh va xe
hoi nho ra vao. 16i vao Red Square, phia nh#tleiing dugc chan lai bang nhéu day to
Xi—-mang, Wi muc dich khéng cho tiét giap va o gisi ning vaodién Cam—Linh.,

Trudc dién CﬁlmTLinh, bandém, trong khi nfing cip tinh nhan & thu thi bén nhau
nhing loi man nong thi ntiing ngroi Nga kon twi lai chdm bude, long hedng v mot tha
do dadoi tén: St. Petersburg.

St. Petersburg laghthanh pld mang ring di tich Ich sr ciaa Nga Hoang. St. Petersburg
khéng chinh phc dugc cam tinh da téi réu khéng c6 ngdi nha dhcd con hin vét dan

cua thyi Hitler xam krgc va nhitng birc tranhday sinhdong aia Ivan Aivazovsky,

Wassily Kandinsky, Pavel Filonov, v.v.

Nhitng dong song St. Petersburdd dé lai trong ron toi rat nhiéu leu luyén. Nhiing
dong séng im [im, rdn nhuc, cH biét len ki trong trng ngd ngachi@ thanh ph trude
s kiéu c¢ing thachié am thim nheng 16 bich aia g day lawdai nguy nga. Luc xudi
theo dong Neva, trong khl(mngu’orl luu y dén miy chiéc ciu dung dung vao nfing
gio nhit dinh —dé tau thiy c6 thé di qua, thi tdi chngh dén nhiing gi téida thiy trén
doan duong loang & sau khi vao bién @i Nga.

Tréndoan duong loang & d6 toida thiy nhirng x6m nhaup Xxup. Thinh thaing t6i MY
thiy mot chiéc xe hi cii that ci dau dudi tang cay, khong Bt xe con & dung duoc hay
khéng. Nvi khoang san bp, mbi nha throng dit mot cai choi nild, mai va chung quanh
duoc boc ny—16ng,dé trdng hoa mau. Toiing thiy nguoi dan qué canh tacibg tay chi
khéng king may.

Nhitng hinhanh nghéo khd nayictheo t6i mai.

Nhung khidén Minsk, moi hinhanh déu bi day I0i vé quéa khir, chi con trong téi Bi x6t
xa aia mdt ngudi vira biét noi minh nrong nau bn hai mroi nim quadang b xam pfam
nang ré! Tt Minsk d&én Riga, t6i tAy cac thanh phdéu treo & rii va moi nguoi dandia
phuong cé & sit rudt, dan nit vao TV hdic ngdng tin ic tirng giv. Bidu 1am cho t6i xtc
dong nHit 1a hém 14-09, lic 12 gitrua, &i khach an Scandic théc thanh ph Helsinki
cia nrée Finland, ban giardéc da yéu au moi nguoi ding nghiém, danham phuat nic
niém dé tuong nhd nhitng ran nhan aa khing b tai Hoa Ky.

Trong khidiing nghiém téi &n bi nhitng i tuong trinh @a xréng ngdn viéntai truyén
hinh CNN — & chiéc TV 16n treo wi goc phong khanhdéi — chi ptdi. Toi daudsn, xon
xang trong long ninngay >ea, nim 1968, hay tin Wit Cong tin cong va adng chém
thanh pld Hué, qué Ngai cua toi.
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Sau khi Hé dugc quan trc Viet—My giai toa, téi nén ndng mbn tré vé dé nhin s tang
thuong vadd nat dia qué Ngel Bay g, tai phi tm’orng Helsinkidoi may baydé sang
Frankfurt, tdi éing nén néng mén tré vé mot noi ma tdi @i la nha — Home. Nimg ba
nhan vién hang hang khéng Lufthansa, sau khi néiméy bay va #y ré rang tdi khéng
phai 1a mot nguoi da ting, toc maugda khfmg dinh:

— Ba co ve. Toisghi tén ba vao danh sachumig € khong co ch cho ba. Ba pii cho,
vi day la chugn phan luc 747dau tién tr bic vao lic dia Hoa K.

— Vé aia t6i muai lau, ti sao bay gi téi phai cho? Va chy ¢én bao gb?

— Rt tiéc, t6i khong bit ba phii cho dén bao gb. Khi ndo co CE chung t6i 8 thong bao
cho ba. Hen tai, ching toi c6 4t nhiéu hanh khaclk dong tr may ngay qua. Va chuén
bay nay, & Helsinkidén Frankfurtdé vé Nitu Uéc, cH danhuu tién..

Khéngdu kién nHin chy bady noi hét cau, téi ét ngang:

— Tai sao tdi ndi roi nha ch cé hai tén ma nay téi khéng thtro vé, ha?

Baay ngac nhién, nhin toi, #n giong:

— Nha?

Téi dap Wi giong nghén ngén nhr sip khoc:

—Vang. Nha @a t6i.

— Cho tdi xem th théng hanh.

Chi nhin thoang qua Passport,dyithaydoi thai do ngay:

—Vang. Ba la cong dan MBauu tiéndi chuyén bay nay.

T6i cdi xuwdng xach hanh ly, long amam ta on nedc My, noi da cho tdi htu thé nao 1a

gia ti thuc tién cua tr do, dan ch va cdng bing. Va trénit ca moi dieu, nréc My da cho
t6i co hoi thé hién tinh than tu [ap cia not pha nir./.
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