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Tac gia: Lé thi Hoai Niém

TH(‘)I GIAN

Héng dém, chang van thi thi thi thAm qua duong day dién thoai vién lién, rﬁng t01,
chinh t61 chir khong phai ai khac, nguoi ban tinh ho6i nam Xura ndm xua, da la niém vui,
niém hy vong 16n lao trong cudc song hién tai ciia chang, néu khong tinh co biét dugc s6
dién thoai cua t6i qua mot nguoi ban, khong biét bay gid chang séng ra sao(?). Thé 1a toi
nghi minh thanh nhan vét quan trong, va thanh thoi hang dém chd dién thoai ciia chang.
Néu nhiéu nam vé trudc, nhitng cudc goi vién lién, nhitng budi néi chuyén mai hoai
khong dirt nhu chang d3 goi cho t6i, chic chin tién luong hang thang chang kiém duoc,
s€ khong du tra cho hang di¢n thoai.

Nhung thoi bubi bay gio khac rdi, duong day dién thoai cam tay cua chang noi chuyén
bét cr noi dau trong xir My ma chang phai tra Xu nao, néu so mai tay, chang chi can gan

cai soi ddy vao 10 tai, hodc sang hon chut nita, gin cai nut khong gidy vao cb 4o, c6 thé
vua... quét nha vira noi1 chuyén binh thuong.

Béi di¢n thoai bay gio tién dung nhu thé, nén bira kia toi di vao cho, gap dugc nguoi
quen, tir xa thady nguoi cudi cudi, vira cuoi vira noi, minh lam tudng nguoi than i chao
minh, ben 16n tiéng chao lai, r61 lich sy dua tay cho ngu’(‘)ri nam lay. Nhu’ng noi vui chua
dén thi ndi budn tiu nghiu nhao theo, vi nguoi dang noi chuyén voi ai do trén dién thoai,
ho cuoi voi nhau ma minh ngd vui vé v6i minh. Oi cai dién thoai cAm tay hay “di dong”
chéc cling d3 lam tén to nhiéu ké nhu t6i?

Du biét chang khong phai 13 “ngudi ngoai phd” va t6i ciing khong 13 “ba Tam”, nhung
sao duong day dién thoai vién lién ctr lam viéc hang dém va nhiing budi cudi tuan.
Khong biét chuyén ¢ dau ra, nhung chuyén van bat dau tur chang:

— Nho qua!

— Nho gi?

— Nhé chuyén ching minh nhiéu nam vé trudc.

— Tét ca da thanh... di vang rdi.

— Khong dau! Minh c6 thé 1 nhan vat chinh trong “tinh gia” cta cu Phan Khoi 4y ma.

— Hai ngudi gip nhau, so rang khong du can dam dé nhin...
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— Nguoi gia troi da cho mét kém, minh dung deo kinh, khoi sg!
— Nhung ma...

— Khong nhung nhi gi hét, hdy tudng trong minh con tré, va sdng lai nhimg ngdy xa xua
cll, ngay ay...

Chang 14 Sinh vién si quan khéng quan dang thy huén tai quan trudng Nha Trang, vuot
tiéu chuan dé duogc tuyén dung, nén rat “bat mit”, va chang dén tir ving dat Nam ky luc
tinh. Chang tirng 1a “Trang sinh” trong gia dinh Hudéng dao, va téi1 lac d6 1a mot “Soi1 gia”
(nhung con rat tré).

Vi c6 thi gioy rdi rdnh, nén t6i xin tham gia vao phong trao “Huéng dao” véi ban cho vui.
Hai ngay cudi tuan 1a thoi gian sinh hoat ctia gia dinh huéng dao, Pao Kh.H. chung toi,
cling 1a ngay chang SVSQKQ duoc nghi, nén da 1a co hoi cho chang tim lai khong khi
sinh hoat, vui diia mot thoi lam “Trang”. Chang da “thé 16 tim tinh” khi dang giup toi
dong coc dung 18u cho bay “soi con” trong mot budi lira trai & Tan Thanh...

“Day than ai lan rong muon nha, tuy cach xa nhung tim khong xa...”. D1 nhién nhiing gio
phut dugc thu huén trong quan trudng 13 thoi gian chang cach xa to6i. Nhung khong sao,

chung t6i dd thudc nam long bai hat, va day than ai dd két chit doi chang quan ngang cira
nha t61 vao nhirng ngay gio chang c6 phep, chang khong con la... con ba phudce, nén khoi

phai di lang thang ngoai phd dé chd gid trd lai quan trudong nhu mot s sinh vién si quan
khac(?).

Ngay chang 1én duong di sang My du hoc lai may bay, t61 cling 6 mét man roi 1¢ t1en
dua, nhu’ng dua so so & vong ngodi cong rao, noi ma chang ciing thinh thoang... trén trai
ra ngodi ban dém dé dua t6i di dn, mén an duy nhét 13 cac loai “ché”, mot diéu chang van
thudng thic mic, tai sao khong di 4n mot thir gi khac nhu mi, hu tiéu hay phd dém, ma
chay long vong van la... ché? Tir ngd sau cho dén dudi chg Pam, chd ndo c6 quan ché ndi
tiéng 1a c6 chiing t6i lam khach hang. Chang dau biét ring, t6i da tap cho chang tinh... tiét
kiém, va cling tiét kiém gium chang, luong sinh vién ba dé)ng ba coc, vi chi co mén an
binh dan d6, vira ngot ngao tinh nghia, lai vura it tdn hao!

Thu chang viét tir can cir huan luyén dau tién Lackland AFB trén dat My xa la giri vé, to1
sung suong hanh dién dem khoe cung ching ban, nhiing tén ban hoc voi toi héi nam nam,
va cling ¢o gang viét dam bay tiéng My gui lai cho chang, nung niu chuyén nhd nhung xa
cach. Roi lau 1au khong nhén duoc thu chang thi viét boi vai 1a thu véi 21 dong tién tem
hoi d6... doa rang néu chang cham thu, coi nhu khong nhé dén ké & nha, rang chic chang
da c6 ngudi yéu moi mat xanh mii 18, thoi thi “sugar you—you go, sugar me—me go”, ma
khong biét réng nhimg ngay do trén dat la qué ngudi, chang dang lo hoc sbt vo 1én, néu
khong “pass” dugc phan anh ngi, coi nhu khong c6 dip lam nguoi hung bay bong, ma
néu may man thi s& dugc & lai hoc vé k¥ thut dudi dat, con xui tin mang thi bi tra vé
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nuéc lam linh rimg, du rang chang co6 ké trong thu rang thi 1a qui chang cling ¢6 cdi man
“hoc tu, hoc bua”. Véi 16i thi “a—b—c—d” khoanh, nguoi thi trudce tim ra dugce cau tra 101
chinh xdac, cr tu nhién chuyén lai cho nguoi thi sau nhiing cau... than cha phai thuéc nam
1ong (di nhién c6 1an ciing bi to trac). Vi thu chang gui vé luc dy, c6 mot trong nhiing
cau that budn cu0l ma mai mai toi khong thé nao quén duoc dén tan bay gio: “anh cu
chiéu budn bi, cAm... chan cang doc choi, bdng c6 ai céu cira, bén chui an dudi ban...!”(a
ccbb,ccecde,becacc, beadb..)(co nhing chit kém thanh nhi nén t6i phai doi lai
chat xiu).

Gan mot nam xa cach, chang hién ngang tré vé nude trong st mang “tai xé may bay”,
mdt “ngudi hung khong gian”, va 14 than tuong clia nhiéu ¢b gai moi 16n thoi Ay, du chua
biét chang c6 “chién dau oai hung” hay ling bung... lanh céng(7) Pon vi dau tién chang
nhén sy vu 1énh lai la phi truong 6 vung dat BIEN HOA xa lac qué t6i, mot noi chén
cling trén qué huong Viét nam yéu dau, nhung mudn dén duoc noi chang, tim chang dé
tan tay trao ting chang “khin 4m chinh em dan” thi to6i khong thé nao thuc hién duoc, vi
me gia so con dai ra di binh yén ma tré lai chang yén binh, va chang thi... khéng c6 phép?

“Day than ai lan rong muoén nha” bay gio thi 1a nha ngudi khac. Chang da la phi cong hao
hoa nén muén giit dugc chang, néu & canh bén di kho, hudng chi than t6i quan san cach
tréd dam ngan, tor Nha Trang di xe do vao Bién Hoa tham chang thi s¢ b1 Viét cong phuc
kich doc duong chét udng mang, nhat 13 qua ving rimg L4 ¢ tinh Phan Thiét luc bay gio.
Mua vé may bay thi... kho 1ong lot dugc vao quiy vé ma khong c6 ngudi quen, va chang
thi luén ban... phi vu, nhiéu “phi vu” vé ngay Thu d6 Sai Gon ma ban t6i & trong d6 di cd
1an gip va bao tin lai cho toi. Nén toi dd dé chang tu do bay xa va bay tudt khoi tay toi, tir
mot ngay dep troi gia dinh toi nhan 18 hoi ciia ngudi quen, dé toi khoi lam “gai gia gd ra
hot” nhu 161 may dira em van thudng choc pha.

“Than gai, ngudi c¢6 hai bén nudc, trong nhd—duc chiu!”. Mot su chép nhan ky khai,
chang cong binh chut nao cua 6ng ba tur thud xa xua, nhung dau bat budc dam con chau
hau sinh nghe 161 ram rap, chung toi cing dau can viing nudce trong veo de ‘t61 nhin to1
trong nudce”, nhung néu duc qua chang thy dugc gi hét tron thi 1am sao séng ndi?

Va toi, trong nhitng ngay dau xa vang chang Trang sinh khong quan, by gio 1a phi cong
phong nhi, nén budn nau rudt. Nhung roi, toi khong phai 1a Hang Nga nén chfmg thuc
hanh duoc diéu ma thi si Tan Pa van ca ngoi vi con gai cua troi: “Hang Ngal bat nai bao
phu mién” (Hang Nga khong chiu 6m chdng ngtr), gia dinh t6i dd c6 thém mam song,
mot g1a dinh nho sap stra c6 nguoi nbi déi tong duong ngudi khac ho. Gia dinh trong am
ngoai ém, coi nhu may man 16i duoc dong... nude trong. Nhung dong nudc gap mua ning
han, nudc bdc hoi vé Troi, bo lai t6i kho héo, gia queo, bo vo di ndt quang duong tran
noi xt nguoi, dé tinh cd chang tim thay s dién thoai cta t6i. Va toi, di nhién ty do noi
chuyén ma khong s¢ c6 nguoi nghe 1én.
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Tir chang, t6i biét duoc chuyén chang ém xudi, sé chang c6 sao “dao hoa” chiéu ménh
trong nhitng nam thang con 1a luét trong timg chuyén... bay dém, nhiing ngay thang
chang quén mat c6 toi tmg hién dién trong trai tim non nét clia chang mot thoi gian ngan
khi con ¢ quan truong Nha Trang. Chang ctr tu do ludt gid, tung may, va thinh thoang
trong nao bg cua chang chang rang cau hat: “Phi cong ra di khong ai tim... xac ro1” cling
c6 1am chang hoang sg, nén chang tha hd... mic ng. Mén ng kho tra cua chang di deo
dang theo chang qua bao nhiéu ngan iy nam dai, khong thé nao budng bo.

Dén khi chang tré vé qué, clr ngo...

“Roi ¢o mot ngay, mot ngay chinh chién tan,
anh try vé qué, tro vé qué tim tudi tho mat nam nao..

Nhu 161 ctia nhac sT1 TLN udc mo trong “Mot mai gia tur vii khi”. Nhung khong, chang di
tu mt chi ca tha, va “moén ng tinh” cua chang khong theo doi chang nira, quang tra cho
me chang dura con nit vo6 t0i 1én hai, con chang, va nhd cu ba nuoi dudng.

Sb dao hoa cua chang di bay tré vé troi, sao thai bach chiéu cb mot thoi gian 1am chang
mét sach bach moi thtt, chi con lai dira con. Dén khi biét dugc chang co6 sao “thién di”
chiéu ménh, ng doi ctia chang tré vé xin “ndi lai tinh xwa”. Tuéng rang “Tinh cii khong
ri cling t6i”, va lai du gi cling c6 sin soi ddy rang budc, chang cling “ir thdi... em vé voi
anh, nhu chim lién cénh, nhu cay lién canh...!”

Pat My bay gio khac xa dat My ngay xua chang dén. Ngay dy budn xa xu, 6, nhung vui
nhiéu vi c6 ban bé chung quanh, tudi tré con nhiéu hao hue, nhleu lac chi can hai chir “mi
tu!” ma cad dam ban cung cuoi nghiéng ngtra. Cling boi vbn tiéng Anh chua du, thay
thang trudc vao quan goi mon an, du chua thay trudce mat dor—ngon—to—nho—mong—day,
nhung hé dén phién minh “order” ctr ty nhién dap gon: “me too!” thé 14 sau d6 mdi tén
mot cai... LARGE PIZZA in chét bo, chira cai toi mi tu!. Nhung sau ngan 4y nam dai,
chuyén doi thay d6i, tinh ngudi cling déi thay. Vo chang, sang x& ngudi lai tinh chuyén...
sang ngang...

Bay gid chang dén xtr s& nay theo dién ti nan “td nhan chinh tri”. Tudi doi di cao lai phai
buon chai kiém miéng dn dé sdng con, sau lung con mang ning ca mot gia dinh, hét rdi
khong khi cia nhitng ngay thang “mi—tu”. Nhimg ngay dau that vat va dé di tim viéc lam,
may sao nho ban be gidi thi¢u, chang dugc nhan vao kéo day trong mdt hang dién t, dé
vo chang ¢6 co hdi di hoc lam... nail.

Nhitng ngay vui qua mau. O mdt xt sé ma con nit, dan ba dugc wu tién moi thir, nén
chuyén di som vé tré vi nghé nghiép cta vo chang, chuyén dan ba phai stra sang lam dep,
da kéo vo chang xa roi tim tay véi bat luc ciia chang. Bay gio ngudi hung khong gian
mot thud, nhiéu luc da tro thanh ngudi... khing trude mat ngudi vo. Chuyén gi dén, da
dén, va lai dtra con chang gid ciing dd 1on khon.
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D3 may béan chang Ve . tham qué huong Vi€t Nam, ngoai viéc viéng gia dinh, chang
cling mudn tim ngudn an vi khac nhu mét s6 dan 6ng mubn 601 thay (c6 mot s6 van dang
con vg, chtr khong phai ranh rdi nhu chang), cing ¢6 nhiéu mdi mai vu ai, nhiéu co ga1
ciing mon mon dao to, nhung chang cir ngan ngai, mot phan vi “Té Qudc Khong gian”
Xua van la niém tran tro ' khong ngudi, niém uvu tu con lai 1a chuyén “cha gia con dai”, 1o
mai kia mdt no chang dit vo dan con ra duong, ban bé gip g& ho ctr ngd 6ng dua con gai
va chau ngoai di choi thi... ket!!!

Thé 1a chang... quon, mdi tu do noéi chuyén hang dém cho d& budn.

Chang mudn dén tham toi ngay khi biét t6i dang thong tha nhu chang, nhung chuyén
“tinh budn” tir nhiing ngay xua cii van con 1én vén 1om von dau do da 1am t61 khung lai,
chua dong ¥ dé chang lam chuyén du hanh dén tham, du véi tu cach “ban gial”

Troi Houston vao Xuan nhung van con lanh lanh va am uét, lam nhitng nguoi c6 tudi dé
dang bi binh nhirc moi, t6i van “ham doa” chang nhu thé. Nhung cudi cung, to61 van phai
di don chang tai phi truong Hobby.

Khéng dén ndi din nhau mic 40 mau gi, cai hoa trén toc hay cAm bong... hoa tim dé nhan
ra nhau, nhung v6i chang, t6i van “khang dinh” rang toi cling c6 nhiéu thay d6i khac xua.
Pan ba du qua nhiéu nim thang ddi doi, van co thé... niu dugc thoi gian néu chua qua
dat, chi can dén tham bac si thim my vai ngdy, kéo—cing—bom—don day du, giir duoc
“tudi xuan” 13 cai chac.

Phi truong chi c6 mot cong ra, chuyén bay da dén. Nhiing ngu’m M¥ trang, My den, M&,
Pai Han, Tau, Ta... gi déu xuong cho nhén hanh ly. T6i ngdi vao trong mot goc quan sat,
tranh sy nham 14n khong can thiét. Nhung sao trong dam hanh khach on o, nhon nhip
kia khong thay mot nguoi dan 6ng nao cho ra vé. Chang 1& nguoi dan ong gidng ong Tau
phu dang day hanh 1y x4ch tay di 1¢ loi kia lai chinh 13 chang? Trong 6ng ta that phdp
phap, van con thiy chleu cao nhung sao thay cai bung chi huy céi... nguc vay né, khuon
mat rat diy dan, doi mat bi khuét l1ap hoi nhiéu, coi moi hoi... qud quang, ciing hop véi
vang tran hoi thiéu thiéu toc, nhung van con mau den (chic méi nhudém?). Chang 18 1a
chang vi ngudi dang rao mét nhu ¢b tim ai.

Dién thoai cam tay cua toi rung 1én cung luc toi thiy ngudi dan 6ng dang bim sd. Vay 1a
dung y boong chang r6i! Oi! ngudi phi cong hao hoa cta t6i ndm nao sao ra ndng ndi?
Thoi gian oi! Sao mi khic nghiét, tan pha nguoi hung cua ta dén thé? Bay gio thi toi da
tin nhitng gi chang néi qua dién thoai hang dém: Chang khong con gitr duge hinh dang
cua nguoi “Pilot” nam xua, du thinh thoang chang cling c6 cam vgt ra san Tenis (chac tan
doc va lugm banh nhiéu hon danh?). Va lai ciing dimg phién ha néu chang tur chéi...
che nhu nhimg thang ngay con tré, va ciing khong dam di an nha hang nhiéu vi chang
dang két ban véi bon cao: Cao tudi, cao mau, cao dudngm va cao ma!!!
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