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TIENG VIET TRONG MAT NGUOI ANH

Loi gidi thigu: Poc bai nday dé ban thay Bui Hién va dang cong san la lii ngu hon con ché.

Bai nhén dinh vé Viét ngit cua George Millo tuyét voi. Tw lau, Trung Hoa, Nhat, Pai Han... mo woc chir
viét ciia ho ding mau tw Alphabet (ABC...) Ho dd thir nhung thdt bai. Tai Viét Nam nho on Chita da tré
nén Chir Quoc Ngit. So véi cdc ngon ngir trén thé gidi, Viét ngit két hop théng minh va hop Iy nhat.
Khéng quoc gia ndo, tré em dén truong 5 nam la c6 thé viét thu, doc bdo nhi tré em Viét Nam. Hoc sinh
My, Hoa, Nga, Purc, Phap, v.v. hoc hét 12 nam, van chiea viét thao va doc thao chir ciia ho. Nhiéu gido
sw dai hoc My viét con sai, vi thé ho phdi ding tw dién thuong xuyén. Ching ta phdi cam ta Thién Chiia
va Linh muc Alexandre de Rhodes, ngudi c6 cong rat 1om trong viéc hinh thanh Chit Quéc Ngit cho din
téc Viét Nam. —Vé Danh Khdch.

Chl'mg ta thuong cho rang ngdn ngit cia minh kho hon “phong ba bao tap”. Tuy nhién,
G. Millo d3 dua ra 9 Iy do x6a bé nhan dinh nay ctia ngudi ngoai qubc 1an Viét Nam.

Twr goc o mot nguoi va chuyen ngir, biét nhiéu thu tiéng, bao gbm tiéng Viét, George
Millo da chi ra quan niém c6 phan sai lam ctia nhiéu nguoi vé ngdn ngit ndy. Anh dua ra
nhiing so sanh thi vi cta tiéng Viét voi tiéng Anh — tiéng me dé ctia minh, va mot vai
ngdn ngit khac nhu: Tdy Ban Nha, Phép... dé chi rd nhitng wu diém cua tiéng Viét.

Néu hoi mot nguoi Viét Nam vé ngdn ngit cia ho, ban s€ nhan dugc cau tra 1o1 “rat kho”.
Piy gan nhu 1a quan diém chung cua khoang 90 triéu nguoi dan qudc gia nay, va ho con
vui vé khi noi voi ban rang “tiéng Viét kho” (Vietnamese is hard) bét ky luc ndo. Vi vay,
khi nghi dén hoc tiéng Viét, ban gan nhu cam thiy mat tinh than. Tuy nhién, t6i s& mang
dén cac ban mdt cai nhin tich cuc hon vé ngén ngit nay. Tiéng Viét c¢6 thé dé hon so vai
nhitng gi cac ban nghi.

Piéu khong thé chéi cdi 13 voi sau tong giong va qua nhiéu nguyén am khac véi tiéng
Anh, phét am tiéng Viét 1 viéc kho khan. Nhung phan 16n nhiing ngudi & Viét Nam chi
trong vong mot nam s&€ nhan ra phat am la diéu duy nhat gdy tro ngai trong tiéng Viét,
nhimng yéu t6 khac déu rat dé — dic biét khi so sanh véi phan 10n cac ngdn ngit chau Au
khac.
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1. Tiéng Viét khong c6 gidng dwc va cai

Néu timg hoc tiéng Phap, Tay Ban Nha, Ptic, hay gan nhu bat ky ngon ngit chau Au nao
ngoai trir tiéng Anh, ban sé& tho phiao nhe nhom vi tiéng Viét khong cé khai niém giéng
duc hay céi, cho cc ngit vung. Ban chi can ghi nhd mdi tir ma khong can thiét phai hoc
thudc 10ng thém diéu gi.

2. Tiéng Viét bé qua mao tir “a”, “the”

Néu mot nguoi nudc ngoai hoc tiéng Anh va hoi ban khi nao dung “a” va “the”, ban co
gidi thich can k& duoc khong? Day 1a mét van dé phuc tap, tham chi bai viét noi vé mao
tur trén trang Wikipedia con dai hon 2,500 chir.

Tuy nhién, dung “a”, “the” trudc mot chu thé ¢o thyc su quan trong? Mot cach don gian
hon, ban c6 thé loai bé chung di vi sy viéc vén hién nhién, nguoi nghe ciing ¢6 thé hiéu y
ban ma khong can thém mao tir. D6 chinh xac 12 diéu nguoi Viét van lam. “Ngudi” 1a tir
c6 nghia “a person” (nguoi nao do) 1an “the person” (chinh nguoi d6) ma ngudi nghe van
khong lo ldng nham 1an.

3. Tiéng Viét khong c6 sé nhiéu

Trong tiéng Anh, khi mudn chi tht gi d6 ¢ s6 nhiéu, chung ta thudng thém “s” vao cudi
chir d6. Nhu vay, “dog” thanh “dogs”, “table” thanh “tables” va “house” thanh “houses”.
Tuy nhién, nhiéu ngoai 1¢ ton tai nhu “person” thanh “people”, “mouse” thanh “mice”,
“man” thanh “men” va mot s chit nhu “sheep” hay “fish” lai chang thay doi gi.

Trong tiéng Viét, moi tir ngir déu nhu “sheep” — con ctru. Chir “ngudi” toi néu trén, con
c6 thé str dung giéng nhu ¢ ‘people” hay “person”, “cho” la “dog” hodc “dogs”, “ban” la
“table” hodc “tables”... Néu thic mic rang dleu nay c6 gdy nén su nham 1an, ban  hay tu
hoi ban than minh, dé bao gid nghe ai do ké vé “con ctru d6”, “con ché d6” va bbi rdi vi
khong biét ho dang nhic dén bao nhiéu con vt trong ciu chuyén d6 hay khong?

Néu can tin tic chi tiét, ban chi cin d& dang thém mdt tir trudc danh tir do, giéng nhu
“mot nguoi” (one person), “nhitng ngudi” (some people) hay “cac ngudi” (all the
people).

4. Tiéng Viét khong c6 cac dang khic nhau ciia dong tir

That dang thuong cho nhitng ngudi hoc tiéng Tay Ban Nha, khi néi nhiing tir don gian
nhu “hablar” (néi), ho van phai hoc 5 hoic 6 dang khac nhau (tiy thudc dia phuong) dé
thé hién chinh xac thé cua dong tur nay. “I hablo”, “you hablas”, “he habla”, “we
hablamos” va danh sach nay van chua hét. Mot dong tir trong tiéng Tdy Ban Nha c6 thé
bao gdm 50 dang (form) khac nhau ma ngudi hoc phai ghi nhé.
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Tiéng Anh khong gidng tiéng Tay Ban Nha, nhung mét tur cling bao gém nhiéu dang
khac nhau tuy thudc ngir canh. Chang han, dong tir “speak” c6 thé bién cach (inflect)
thanh “speaks”, “speaking”, “spoken” hay “spoke”.

Tiéng Viét 1a mot ngdn ngit hoan toan khong bién cach — khong tir ngit nao ddi dang
trong bat ky ngit canh nao. Vi du, “speak” trong tiéng Viét 1a “nodi” va ban ludn ding
“noi” trong moi truong hop — “Inoi”, “you néi”, “he néi”, “she noi”, “we noi”, “you noi”
va “they noi”. biéu nay co thé tiét kiém hang chuc, tham chi hang tram gid hoc thude so

v6i mot thu tiéng chau Au déy.
5. Thi cua tiéng Viét c6 thé hoc xong trong 2 phiit

Ban chi can thém 5 “chir” dugc liét ké sau dy vao phia trudc dong tir ban dau dé dién ta
thi mong mudn:

“da’: trong qua khi,
“ma@i”: vira xong, gan v&1 hién tai hon véi “da”,
“dang ngay bay gio,
sap tuong lai gan,
’: trong tuong lai.

Thi tiéng Viét thuc sy qua dé. Ngoai 5 tir trén, ban c6 mot sb tir khéc, nhung chi can 5 tir
nay, ban co thé dién dat dung téi1 99% truong hop. Téi s€ cho ban mot vai vi du:

— To1 an com = I eat rice

—To61 da an com =1 ate rice

— T61 mo1 an com = I have just eaten rice

— To1 dang an com = I am eating rice (right now)

— T6i sép an com = I am going to eat rice, [ am about to eat rice
—To1 s€ an com = I will eat rice.

Hon nita, ban con c6 thé bé qua nhitng tir ndy néu ngir canh cau di du rd rang. Ching
han, “T6i an com hém qua” giéng nhu “I eat rice yesterday” — tir “hdm qua” di thé hién
diéu trong qua khi roi, tir “da” khong can thiét nita nén cu ndy hoan toan dung ngit phap
trong tiéng Viét con “I eat rice yesterday” lai sai ngit phap hoan toan véi tiéng Anh.

6. Ban khong phai hoc bang chir cai méi

Ban nén cam on ngudi Phap vi diéu nay. Cach day khoang 100 nam, mot bo phan nguoi

Viét V?ln dung mot hé théng chir tuong hinh phurc tap duge goi la “chit Nom”, c6 ky tu

giong tiéng Tau bay gio. Ngay nay, diéu d6 da duoc thay ¢ d6i 100% boi bang chir cai La—

tinh, dugc goi 13 Chir Qubc ngit. Vi thé, khong nhu véi tiéng Quan Thoai, Quang Pong,
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Nhat Ban, Thai Lan, Campuchla Dai Han, hay hang chuc ngén ngir chau A khac, ban
khong can hoc bang chit cai. Tat ca nhiing thtr ban can la thém cac dau (diacritic) dé lam
rd tong giong, va ban co thé doc tiéng Viét ngay.

Cach phat am chir tiéng Viét hoan toan théng nhit theo mét quy luit.

Cau hoi nhanh: “Ban doc twr ‘read’, ‘object’, ‘close’ va ‘present’ nhu thé nao?”. Ban s&
phai quan tAm rang chiing ndm trong ngit canh nhu thé ndo: “Was it close” hay “Did you
close?”, “Did you present the present”, “Read what I’'ve read” hay “Object to the
object?” (cac tir ndy déu c6 cach doc khac nhau, tiy thudc vao tir loai, nghia).

So v6i nhitng ngdn ngir ma t6i biét, cach phat am chir tiéng Anh thyc sy khong thong
nhat bai ciing mot chit ¢6 thé duoc doc khac nhau trong mdi ngit canh. Tham chi, mdi
chir cai cling dugc doc rat nhiéu &m khac nhau, chéng han “a” trong ¢ catch”, “male”,
“farmer”, “bread”, “read” va “meta”. Nhiing nguoi hoc tiéng Anh trén thé gidi déu gap
ré‘g nhiéu kho khin trong viéc ghi nhd cac tir tiéng Anh duoc viét, va doc voi quy luat nhu
thé nao.

Mat khac, tiéng Viét lai chéng c6 dic diém vo ly éy. T4t ca chit cai ludn duoc doc nhu
vy du tir hay ngit canh c6 thay d6i (tuy nhién, diéu nay chinh xac hon & tiéng Viét Ha
Noi so véi Sai Gon — not ¢6 mdt it am cd cach doc khong théng nhét). Mot khi ban hoc
thudc 29 chir cai tiéng Viét von gan giéng voi 26 chit cai tiéng Anh va hiéu sy khac nhau
cua cac giong do dAu tao ra, ban c6 thé doc chinh xac bat ky tir nao.

7. Ngir phap tiéng Viét gin nhw khong ton tai

Nhu t61 da dé cap, tiéng Viét cho phép ban bo tir “chia thi” trong cau, nhu cu “I eat rice
yesterday” néu ngit canh giup ngudi nghe hleu chinh xac “thi”. Day la mot vi du dién
hinh cho mét quan diém 16n hon: ngr phap tleng Viét rat don gian. Ban gan nhu luén
ludn chi str dung s6 lugng tur t6i thiéu dé dién dat quan diém ctia minh va ngir phap van
chinh x4c du véi tiéng Anh, viéc ghép tir ndy thudng chi tao nén mot cau 15i.

Pay ciing 14 Iy do khién ban co thé nghe nhiéu ngudi Vigt Nam n6i nhimng cau tiéng Anh
nhu “no have”, “where you go”. Ho dang dich tryc tiép nhing gi thuong nodi trong tiéng
Viét sang tiéng Anh ma quén rang c6 hang loat nhiing quy tic phurc tap ma nguoi dung
tiéng Anh phai tuan theo. bay la mot bét lgi 16n vOi nguoi Vigt néu muon hoc tiéng Anh
nhung nguoc lai, mot loi thé 16n v6i ngudi néi tiéng Anh mubn hoc tiéng Viét.

8. Ngir vung [vocabulary] tiéng Viét rat logic

Phén 16n ngudi nudc ngoai & Viét Nam, du khong noi ngdn ngit nay ciing biét sy that tha

vi rang “xe Om” — tén phuong tién di chuyén nhu taxi bang xe may, dugc don thuan ghép

tur “hug vehicle”. Nhung moi viéc khong ding & do, mot ty 1€ 16n ngit vung & Viét Nam
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dugc tao thanh theo cong thirc ghép hai tir logic v6i nhau, trong khi véi tiéng Anh, ban
phai hoc mgt ngir vung mdi hoan toan khéc. Vi du, néu t61 cho ban biét “may” nghia la
“machine”, “bay” nghia la “flying”, ban c6 doan dugc “may bay” nghia la gi khong?

“Xe 6m” la mot tir ghép logic — “hug vehicle”.
C6 rat nhiéu vi du khac t6i cé thé liét ké ra cho ban:

a bench: ghé dai — a long chair;

a refrigerator: tu lanh — a cold cupboard;
a bra: ao nguc — a breast shirt;

a bicycle: xe dap — a pedal vehicle;

to ski: truot tuyét — to slide snow;

a tractor: may kéo — a pulling machine;
a zebra: ngua van — a striped horse.

Cach ghép tir nhu vy c6 thé gitip ban nhanh chong hoc tir méi. Mot khi ¢6 duoc vén ngir
vung can ban, ban cé thé ty dong bict thém hang tram tir khac ma khong can hoc thém.

Tiéng Viét d& hon so v6i ban nghi: Liéu t6i dd chimg minh cho ban thay tiéng Viét dé
hon so v&i nhitng gi ban ting nghi? Hy vong t61 da gat bé moét vai 161 don dai, hi€éu nham
vé tiéng Vi¢t ma ban da nghe trudc dé va hiéu hon vé ngdn ngilt nay.

Y Vin (theo Fluent in 3 months)
»
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Nguén : Internet eMail by nguyen thang chuyéz

Pang ngay Thwr Bay, October 30, 2021
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