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TAI SAO THANG MUOI LA THANG MAN COI-2 va
Kinh Mén Céi mang dén cho chiing ta diéu gi

Why Is October the Month of the Rosary? Bai giai dap cia BPuc Giam Muc Daniel
Mueggenborg.

Nguyén ban tiéng Anh ding trong nguyét san
Northwest Catholic thang 10, 2018.

HOI: Tai sao thang Muwoi dwoc goi la thang
Man Coi?

PAP: Cau tra 10i cho cau hoi cua ba tuong d6i
don gian nhung can biét bdi canh lich st thi
moi hiéu dugc mot cach thiu dao. Cau tra 10
ngin gon 1a thé nay: thang Mudi 1a thang duoc
danh riéng dé doc Kinh Man Céi boi vi chiing
ta cir hanh 1€ tuéng nhd Pic Ba Man Cbi vao
ngay 7 thang 10 mdi nam.

Dé hiéu biét vé 18 nay ta can di nguoc dong lich
str. Vao thé ky 16, dé qudc Hoi Gido Ottoman
de doa nghiém trong mién tdy Chau Au va phai
mot ham d6i tau chién dén tin cong cac tuyén
phong thu ctia nhiing ngudi dao Thién Chua &
phia nam Chau Au. Ptc Giao Hoang Pio V nhan théy su de doa rat nghiém trong nén da
t6 chirc mot ham d61 goi la Lién Minh Thanh Chién (Holy League) dé duong dau véi hai
quan ctia dé quéc Ottoman. Ngay 7 thang 10 nam 1571 hai quan hai bén giao chién trong
mot tran danh quyet liét dé quyét dinh ai kiém soat dugc luu thong hang hai trong bién
Dia Trung Hai, bién Adriatic va bién Aegean. S6 phan cua Tay Au tuy thudc vao su
thanh cong ctia phe Thién Chua Gido trong tran hai chién nay, mot tran danh gom trén
400 chién thuyén (d6 1a tran hai chién 16n nhét trong lich sit TAy Au trong nhiéu thé ky).

Gi4do Hoang Pio V biét chi ¢6 sttc manh quan sy ma thoi thi chua du dé bao vé Chau Au
theo dao Thién Chua, cho nén ngai xin toan thé céc tin hitu 1an chudi Man C6i, xin Dtrc
Me Dﬁy On Phudc ciu bau. Sau cung chién théng O Vinh Lepanto (nay goi la Vinh Corinth)
thudc vé Lién Minh Thanh Chién (Holy League) VA su banh truong hai quan cia dé quéc
Ottoman bi ngin chan vinh vién.

Page 1 of 5



L i_ = .
' /'l\p.
(“‘;’ e

S L I ITTIT

Nam sau do Giao Hoang Pio V lép mot ngay 1& vao ngay 7 thang 10 dé ton vinh buec Me
Bay On Phudc, ltc dau duge goi la Buc Ba Chién Thang. M4y thé ky sau, tén ay duoc
dbi thanh Bic Ba Man C6i dé ghi nhan mot cach 16 rang hon 161 cau nguyén 1a sirc manh
16n nhit d3 1am nén chién cong ngay hom ay trén bién ca.

Vao nam 1571, 1an chudi Man C6i con 1a mot cach cau nguyén tuong. d6i m6i mé trong
gido hoi toan cau. Gido Hoang Pio V chinh thirc l4p ra viéc sing mo 1an chudi Méan Cbi
trong sic chi mang tén Consueverunt Romani Pontifices chi 2 nim trude tran hai chién
Lepanto. Loi cong bd ctia Birc Thanh Cha trén toan cau nhin nhén 1ong sung kinh Pirc
Me Pay On Phudc ngay cang gia ting khap Chau Au, ciing nhu viéc 1an hat Man Cbi gia
tang tai nhiéu noi khac nhau. Long sing md 1an chudi Man Céi duoc dic biét c6 dong boi
Thanh Po—mi—ni—c6 vao thé ky 13 va boi Thanh Peter Casinius vao thé ky 16 (theo tuc
truyén vi thanh nay di thém cau cudi vao Kinh Kinh Mimg ma ta thuong doc: “Thanh
Maria, Ptrc Me Chua Troi, cau cho chung con 1 ké ¢6 toi khi nay va trong gio 1am tir.”
Cau nay duoc chinh thirc in vao Sach Gido Ly ciia Cong Pdng Trent nam 1566. Con hai
cau dau Kinh Kinh Mimg dugc phong theo Phuc Am Thanh Luca 1:28 va 1: 42).

Nguédn gbc ctia Chudi Méan Coi kha phire tap. Viée str dung chudi day cé gin nhiing hat
dé dém nhitng kinh nguyén hay nhitng 16i Kinh Thanh, (bao gdm ca Kinh Lay Cha va
Kinh Chua Gié—su) 1a mét viée da co tir 1au doi va ciing thdy & ca nhimg ving vin hoa
khong theo Thién Chtia Gido. Rt c6 thé viéc doc 150 kinh nhu thé ¢6 ¥ phan anh Kinh
Phung Vu timg gid trong cac dong tu, trong d6 cac thay dong doc du 150 thanh vinh mdi
ngay.

Két ciu chudi man c6i nhu ta biét ngay nay da hinh thanh dang ké tir thé ky 12 dén thé ky
14, khi chudi 16n gébm 150 kinh duoc chia thanh nhitng chudi 50 ¢6 xen vao nhiing 10
hay chu dé trong Kinh Thanh (ngay nay ta goi 13 nhitng mau nhiém). Chinh nhiing mau
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nhiém nay, glong nhu nhimng hoa hdng trong vuon dugc xép theo tirng nhom, ma ngudi
ta dat tén cho kiéu cau nguyén nay 1a nhitng d6a hoa hong (hay man c6i).

Chudi man ¢6i 1a mot cach cau nguyén sinh dong va tiép tuc phat trién ngay ca trong thoi
ky can dai. Mot 161 khan nguyén goi 1a Kinh Fatima thuong dugc thém vao trong thoi ky
dau thé ky 20. Nam 2002 Dtrc Gido Hoang Gioan Phao-16 II da thém vao mot bo moi
goém nam bai suy niém duoc goi la Nam Mau Nhiém Su Sang khuyén khich ta suy niém
thém vé cudc doi Chia Gié—su.

Chudi Man C6i moi goi ta cam nghiém vé on dugc nhan Maria 1am me thiéng liéng vi ba
dan ta téi Con ba 1a Chua Gié—su. Vi Iy do d6 né 1a ngudn mach vo gia caa nhirng on ich
thiéng liéng khong thé ké hét cho cac thanh. Xin nhé mdi 1an ta 1an chudi Man Cbi ta
duoc dic 4n va vinh dy kéu 1én danh thanh Chaa Gié—su hon 50 1an.

Kho tang on ich thiéng liéng dugc ban phat qua chudi Man Coi khong xuét phat tir sy
tich Ity nhiing loi nguyén (xem Mat-théu 6:7) nhung tir viéc bat chudc Chia Ki—t6 trong
su vang theo thanh y Chua Cha, theo guong Dirc Me Day On Phude.

C6 18 thang Muoi la thang ta nén tat may thu thanh hay podcast trén duong di 1am hay di
hoc va tré vé nha. Thay vao dé nén doc Kinh Man Cé6i dé€ xem Chua ‘muén do n}lfrng on
ich gi vao doi ta nho nhitng bai suy ni¢m hang ngay dep nhu vuon hong tuoi tham.

Vii Vwong dich
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WHY IS OCTOBER THE MONTH OF THE ROSARY?
And where did the rosary come from?

Q: Why is October referred to as the Month of the Rosary?

A: The answer to your question is relatively simple but needs a historical context in order
to be fully appreciated. The short answer is this: October is dedicated as the Month of the
Rosary because we celebrate the memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary each year on
October 7.

To understand this feast, we need to go back in time. In the 16th century, the Islamic
Ottoman Empire presented a serious military threat to western Europe and sent a fleet of
ships to attack Christian defenses in southern Europe. Pope Pius V recognized the grave
danger and organized a fleet called the Holy League to confront the navy of the Ottoman
Turks.
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On October 7, 1571, the two navies engaged in a pivotal battle that would determine who
controlled maritime traffic in the Mediterranean, Adriatic and Aegean seas. The fate of
western Europe depended upon the success of Christians in this navy battle, which
involved more than 400 warships (it was the largest naval battle in Western history for
centuries).

Pius V knew he needed more than just military strength to defend Christian Europe, so he
asked that all the faithful pray the rosary, requesting the intercession of the Blessed
Mother. At the end of the Battle of Lepanto, the Holy League was victorious and the
maritime expansion of the Ottoman Empire was permanently prevented.

The next year, Pius V established a feast on October 7 in honor of the Blessed Mother,
originally called Our Lady of Victory. After a few centuries, the name was changed to
Our Lady of the Rosary to more clearly recognize that prayer was the greatest power at
work that day on the seas.

In 1571, the rosary was still a relatively new prayer form for the universal church. Pope
Pius V had issued a decree formally establishing devotion to the rosary in the papal bull
Consueverunt Romani Pontifices just two years before the Battle of Lepanto. The Holy
Father’s universal promulgation recognized the growing devotion to the Blessed Mother
throughout Europe, as well as the increased prayer of the rosary in various locations.
Devotion to the rosary was especially promoted in the 13th century by St. Dominic and in
the 16th century by St. Peter Canisius (who, according to tradition, added the final verse
to the Hail Mary, in which we pray, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now
and at the hour of our death” — printed officially in the Catechism of the Council of
Trent in 1566; the first two verses of the Hail Mary are adapted from Luke 1:28 and
1:42).

The origins of the rosary are complex. The use of knotted ropes to count prayers or
scriptural verses (including the Lord’s Prayer and the Jesus Prayer) is an ancient practice
and is even found in non—Christian cultures. Most probably, the Christian recitation of
150 such prayers was intended to mirror the monastic prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours
in which monks prayed all 150 psalms each day.

The structure of the rosary as we know it today developed significantly from the 12th to
the 14th centuries as the larger collection of 150 prayers was further divided into groups
of 50 and separated by biblical verses or themes (now referred to as mysteries). It is these
mysteries, like a grouping of common roses in a garden, that gave the name rosary to this
prayer form.

The rosary is a living prayer form and continues to develop even in recent times. An
invocation known as the Fatima Prayer was commonly added in the early 20th century. In
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2002 Pope John Paul Il added a new set of five reflections called the Luminous Mysteries
which encourage additional meditations on the life of Jesus.

The rosary is an invitation to experience the grace of Mary’s spiritual motherhood as she
leads us to her Son, Jesus. For this reason, it has been an invaluable source of countless
spiritual graces for the saints. Remember, every time you pray the rosary you are given
the privilege and honor of pronouncing the holy name of Jesus more than 50 times.

The wealth of spiritual graces offered through the rosary comes not from the
multiplication of prayers (see Matthew 6:7) but from the imitation of Christ through
obedience to the Father’s will, according to the example of the Blessed Mother.

Maybe October would be a good month to turn off the radio or podcast as you commute
to work or school and pray the rosary instead. See what graces the Lord wants to pour
into your life from the rose garden of this daily meditation.

Northwest Catholic — October 2018
Written by Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg
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