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LE GIANG SINH CO TU BAO GIO

Hémg nim ctr vao ngay 25 thang 12 1a chung ta mimng L& Giang Sinh, ngay Chua Gié—
su ra doi, nhung it ai dé ¥ thic méc Chua c6 thuc sy sinh ra vao ngay nay khong hay 18
nay co6 tur bao gio.

Kinh Thanh khong thiy c6 chd ndo nodi dén cac mén dé cua Chiia Gié—su ming Sinh nhat
ctia Chua. Vay thi ngay 18 nghi nay & ¢au ma ra, va Kinh Thanh c6 dong ¥ hodc chip
nhan ngay 1& nay khong? Nhitng cau hdi nhu vay c6 ¥ nghia gi khi ma muc dich cta
chung ta 1 vinh danh mimg Chua ra doi va dem cac gia dinh lai gan véi nhau, chic cho
nhau duoc binh an va dat nudc c6 hoa binh, dan toc yéu thuong.

Dién vién hai huéc noi tiéng ctia Hoa Ky Drew Carey trong mdt cudc phong van do Talk
Show The View trén truyén hinh thyc hién da lam cho khan thinh gia ngd ngang khi 6ng
khuyén moi nguoi phdi noi sy that veé nhan vat Ong Gia Noel/Santa Claus.

— Ong néi: “Téi nghi rang cha me va ngudi I6m khéng nén néi cho tré nit la ¢é éng gia
Noel/Santa Claus the sw. Pdy qua la 107 néi doi dau tién ma quy vi dd néi véi con chdu
quy vi.” Ong khuyén moi ngudi hay néi that cho chung biét 1a “éng gia Noel chi la nhin
Vit chiing ta tao ra dé c¢é c& mirng mia 1é nghi ma théi”.

— Ong noi thém: “Khi chung lén 5 tudi chung sé nhdn ra la cha me chung da noi lao voi
chung suot ca doi chung.”

Trudc d6 trong cting mot nam, dai truyén hinh The Arts & Entertainment da dua ra mot
chuong trinh vé Lé Giang Sinh goi 1a Christmas Unwrapped: The History of Christmas.
Nguoi trinh dién da néu cau hoi:

—Trén khdp thé gi6i ngwoi ta mirng 1é Chiia Ky—t6 ra doi vao ngay 25 thang 12, nhing
tai sao Chua Giang Sinh lai di doi voi viéc tang qua, va Chua co thuc sy giang tran vao
ngay thang do hay khong? Cay Giang Sinh/Christmas Tree o ddau ma ra?”

Nguoc dong lich str dé tim hiéu ngudn goc cac ngay 18 nghi truyén thong cua Tay
Phuong, thi thiy rang L& Giang Sinh c6 ngudn goc trr nhiing ngay 1 hoi ciia dan ngoai 1a
18 ming than Saturn ctia ngudi La M3 duoc phd bién tir ndm 217 BC. Khéi dau ho an
mumng vao dip Pong Chi, tir ngay 17 dén 23 thang 12.
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Nhu vay ca 6ng gia Noel/Santa Claus 1an 1& Giang Sinh thuc ra ching c6 y nghia gi dic
biét. Santa Claus chi 1a nhan vat gid tuong va Le Giang Sinh cung véi nhiing trang tri cia
no6 1a do tir nhitng ngay 1€ hoi ciia dan ngoai La Ma ma ra.

Phai chang d6 chi la nhimg tap tuc truyen thong cd xua chtr chang phai la nhting gi thuc
tién chung ta c6 thé nhin thdy dugc? Néu cir tiép tuc tham dy nhitng 18 hoi d6 thi c6 hiru
ich gi khong?

LE THAN MAT TROI

Noi 14 1& Giang Sinh c6 tir trude thoi Chua Gié—su sinh ra thi c6 vé ky la va vo Iy. Nhung
Le Giang Sinh/Christmas qua thyc lai c6 lién h¢ dén thoi dai truéec Chua Gié—su Ky—to
rat nhiéu.

Nhiing chi tiét mimg 18 Giang Sinh déu co vét tich cta thoi c6 Ai Cap, Babylon, va La
Ma. Sy kién nay thyc ra cling chang lam t6n thuong gi danh Chtia Gié—su, nhung né dat
thanh nghi van vé sy hiéu biét va khon ngoan ciia nhitng ngudi ma, tir ca ngan nam 10i,
van con cho ring cai ngdy 1& hoi ctia dan ngoai 1a vinh ciru va dang duoc lan truyén trén
khap thé gi6i 1a ngay 18 Chua Giang Sinh.

Gido Hoi so khai chic clng - rat ngac nhién khi thiy nhirng tip tuc xua cd cta ho bi chung
ta ngay nay dem nhap vao 1€ Giang Sinh mung ngay Chua ra doi. Viéc gan ghep danh
Chua Ky—t6 véi ngay 1€ - nghi cua dan La Ma khong phai chi co tir nhiéu thé ky nay dau.
Alexander Hislop da viét trong sach cua 6ng The Two Babylons: “theu nha van néi
tiéng va uyén bdc thuéc nhiéu hé phdi khdc nhau ciing cong nhéan rang ‘Ngay Chila sinh
ra van khéng thé xdc dinh dwoc’, va trong Gido Hoi Ky—t6 gido, ngay 1é goi la Lé Gidng
Sinh ciing chira bao gio nghe néi dén cho t6i thé ky thir 3, va ciing khong phdi t&i thé ky
thir 4 nguoi ta méi giiv ngay 1é nay dau.” (1959, pp.92-93).

Con vé ngay 25 thang 12 tr¢ thanh ngay Le Giang Sinh thi thuc ra cac sach viét vé lich st
cac ngay 18 nghi cho biét d6 1a ngay dé quéc La Ma mimng Sinh nhat than mit troi. Ly do
chon ngay 25/12 1a ngay sinh nhat Chuaa Gié—su thi sdch 4000 Years of Christmas ghi:
“Vi ngay dé la ngay thanh, khéng phdi chi doi véi dan ngoai La Md ma cd mét tén gido
I6m & Ba Tu/Persia tirc Iran bdy gio, ma hoi dé la mot trong nhitng tén gido doi thii

manh nhat ciia Ky—t6 gido. Pao ndy tho than Mithra goi la Mithraism (1, tirc tho mdt
troi, an mung ngay mat troi moc tro lai, thém swrc manh cho ho.” (Earl and Alice Count,
1997, p.37).

Khong phai chi ¢6 ngay 25/12 la ngay vinh danh sinh nhat mat tro1, ma con 1a ngay 1€ hoi
ma cac quoc gia dan ngoai van giit tir lau dé mung nhiig ngay sang sua dugc kéo dai ra
sau thoi ky Pong Chi 1a nhitng ngiy ngan nhat trong nam. Trudc L& Giang Sinh luc d6
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con ¢ ngay 18 hoi tho ngdu tuong vao gitta mua dong c6 dic diém 13 an udng bira phira
va mdc suc truy lac, danh dau thoi ky Tién Ky—t6 Gido tir nhi€u thé ky trudce.

MOT KET HQP NHUNG TAP TUC TIEN KY-TO GIAO

L& hoi xua cd nay véi thoi gian da c6 nhiéu danh hiéu khac nhau qua nhiéu nén vin hoa
khac nhau. Tai Roma, nguoi ta goi 1a 1& Saturnalia dé vinh danh than Saturn, mot than
ndng nghiép cua ngudi La Ma. L& nay da xam nhap vao giao hoi Roma so khai va dugc
dat tén la Christ (“Christ mass” hay la Christmas) dé thau nhan nhirng nguoi tan tong ma
ho khong mudn bo tap tuc nay cia ho di, ddng thoi dé nang cao con sb gido dan cua Ky-
to gido.

Nhiing vi lanh dao Cong Gido & thé ky 3 ho c¢6 khuynh huéng mudn tiép can véi dan
ngoai, nhung da bi Tertullian, mot nha than hoc cong gido luc bay gio phé phan mot cach
kha chua chat. Nam 230 khi noi vé sy bat nhét ciia nguoi Ky—to gido, ong da noi 1én cai
twong phan gitra nguoi cong giao va dan ngoai trong viéc hanh dao; ngudi cong gido
dung chinh sach co dan muu meo trong khi dan ngoai ho van triét dé trung thanh voi
niém tin cua ho. Ong viét:

—Poi véi chiing ta la nhitng nguweoi xa la véi ngdy huweu 16 Sabbaths, va ca nhitng ngdy
trang ram lan ngay 1é hi ma cé hic da dwoc chap nhédn danh cho Chita (coi Cuu Udc
Sdch Levi 23: Nghi thirc cdc 1é héi trong nam, hién gio khéng con giir niva) nhw 1é
Saturnalia, nhitng ngay 1é thang Giéng, 1é Brumalia va 1é Matronalia thi bay gio lai dem
ra thyc hanh; qua tang dwoc trao qua lai cho nhau, nhitng tang vdt ngay dau nam duoc
thuwee hién rdt nhén nhip, nhitng cudc vui choi thé thao va tiéc tung dwoc t6 chire tung
birng. Nhung trdi lai,nhitng nguoi theo ta gido lai trung thanh nhiéu hon véi tin ngudng
ciia ho ma chang thém dé y dén nhitng 1é lac ciia nguoi Ky—té gido” (Hislop, p.93).

Thét bai trong viéc cai gido dan ngoai, nhiing vi lanh dao Gido H6i La Ma bat dau diéu
dinh dé dua nhitng hinh anh tap tuc ta dao 1én y phuc ctia Ky—t6 gido. Nhung thay vi bién
cai niém tin ctia ho vé véi gido hoi, gido hoi lai bi bién ddi, hoi nhap vao nhirng tap tuc
khong phai 1a Ky—t6 gido ngay chinh trong viéc hanh dao ctia minh.

Mic du luc dau Gido Hoi Cong Gido so khai da kiém duyét, mudn bii bo viéc muing 18
nay, nhung no da xam nhdp qud sdau rong trong ddn chiing kho long xéa bo di duoc.
Cudi cung Gido Hoi danh phai chdp nhdn, vi nghi rang néu khong thé ity bo dwoc thi
phai bién né thanh 1é ‘Gidng Sinh’ tén vinh Chiia Ky—t6. Mt khi dwoc gan cho cdi nhan
hiéu nén tang la Ky—t6 gido thi ngay 1é héi tré thanh chinh thirc & Au Chdu véi rdt nhiéu
ddu vét ciia dan ngoai ma chang ai con thac mdc nita.” (Man, Myth & Magic: The
[lustrated Encyclopedia of Mythology,Religion, and the Unknown, Richard Cavendish,
editor 1983, Vol.2,p.480, “Christmas”)
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PA QUYET PINH THi CU LAM

Mot s6 ngudi da thang thén phan d6i viéc lam nhu vay vi cho rang c6 hai vé mat thieng
liéng. “thng vi d6 dd co gang ngan can song thiy triéu, nhung dii cé biét bao co ging
dé ngan chdn, viéc lam dé van cir tiép tuc, cho dén khi Gido Hoi hoan todn bi tran ngap
boi nhitng tap tuc di doan ciia dén ngoai. P6 la Lé Gidng Sinh nguyén thity, ngay Ié clia
dan ngoai, no da tro thanh hi¢n thyc khong choi cdi dugc. Ngay thang trong nam va
nhitng nghi 1é ma hién van con cir hanh da néi lén nguon goéc cia né.” (Hislop p.93)

Nha than hoc Tertulian noi trén d tach ra khoi gido hoi Roma vi bat dong chinh kién.
Ong khong phai 12 nguoi duy nhat bat déng voi v tuong do. “Vdo cudi nam 245, Origen,
trong bai gidng thir 8 vé sdach Levi, dd khuwéce tir y tudng gitk ngay sinh nhdt ciia Chiia
Ky—to nhw la mot ong vua Pharaoh.” (The Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th edition, Vol 6,
p.293, “Christmas”).

L& Giang Sinh chi dugc cong nhan 13 ngdy 1& nghi ctia La M3 vao niim 534 (ibid). Nhu
vy phai mat 300 nim cai tén moi cung voi nhing biéu tugng cua L& Giang Sinh m&i
thay thé nhirng tén cii va ¥ nghia cta ngay 18 hoi gitra mua dong, mot ngay 1& hoi cta dan
ngoai cé tir nhiéu thé ky trude.

NGUON GOC ONG GIA NOEL/SANTA CLAUS

Lam sao 6ng gia Noel/Santa Claus lai xuét hién véi dau toc bac pho va bo rau dai 1€ thé
to1 ron? Tai sao hinh anh than thoai nay lai dugc gan lién véi Le Giang Sinh?

“Santa Claus” nghia 13 su suy d6i cia My Chau, tir tiéng Puc ma ra 1a Sinterklaas, chi
viét ngan lai cta Sint Nikolaas, mot hinh anh do mot nguoi di dan Pic hdi so khai mang
qua My Chau. Danh xung nay, sau dugc ddi lai thanh St. Nicholas, tén mot vi giam muc
& thi trdin Myra & Nam Tiéu A, mot vi thanh cong gido tir vi dao ma ngudi Hy Lap va
Latin ton kinh vao ngay 6 thang 12.

Thanh Nicholas la giam muc thanh Myra song vao thoi hoang dé La Ma Diocletian tri vi.
Ong bi hanh quyét vi niém tin cong gido, bi tra tan, hanh ha, va bo nguc, cam tu cho toi
triéu dai Constantine 1a thoi ky twong d6i d& dai hon. (The Encyclopaedia Britannica,

11th edition, Vol.19, p.649, “Nicholas, St.”). Con nhiéu chuyén nita ma ngudi ta cho rang
c6 lién quan t6i Christmas va St. Nicholas, tat ca nhimg viéc phai 1am nhu 13 ting qua
cho nhau vio ngay truéc 1& thanh Nicholas, sau ndy duoc chuyén qua la 1& Giang Sinh
(ibid). D6 phai chang 1a Iy do cta tap tuc tang qua nhau trong dip Giang Sinh?
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Pén day, chung ta co thé dat nghi van, 1am sao mot gidm muc tir m1en bo blen bia Trung
Hai nang am cta Tho Nhi Ky lai co thé lién quan t&i mot dng gia séng ¢ mién cuc Bic
ngdi trén chiéc xe trugt tuyét kéo bai nhitng con nai bay ludt & trén troi?

Panh rang chung ta da biét 1a L& Giang Sinh ngudn gde tir trude thoi dai Ky—to Gido,
chung ta cing khong ngac nhién thiy rang Santa Claus chang 1a gi ca ngoai nhiing hinh
anh duoc sao chép lai tir niém tin ton gido ctia dan ngoai thoi c6 xa xua.

Nhing hinh anh tuong twgng c6 tinh phinh gat lién quan t61 ong gia Santa Claus vdi bo
quan a0 mau do, mi do, co vién 16ng tring, xe truot tuyét, va nai bay trén troi cling cho
thay ngudn gdc tir mién gia lanh xa voi & cuc Béc. Ciing ¢ nhiing ngudn tin cho rang
Santa Claus co dau vét lién hé dén cac vi than Odin (hay Woden) va Thor 0 Bic Au/Na—
uy co xua (Count, pp.56—64). Than Odin duoc hinh dung véi bo rau dai trang toat, ma tuc
truyén rang di bay trén troi bang con ngua 8 chan Sleipnir.

Mot vét tich khég:, mic du rt xa xua, 1a Santa‘Claus c6 lién hé t&i than Mat ‘Tr(‘yi Saturn
cua La Ma va than Silenus ctia Hy Lap, ban dong hanh va 1a gidm hd cua than ruou
Dionysus (William Wash, The Story of Santa Claus, pp.70-71).

CO PHAI CHUA GIE-SU SINH RA VAO THANG 12 KHONG?

Nhing hoc gia kinh thanh uy tin nghién ctru vé ngay sinh cua Chia Gié-su da di dén két
luan 1a chang c6 mdt dir ki€n can ban nao cho thay Chua sinh ra vao khoang ngay 25
thang 12. Alexander Hislop néu 19 la:

— “Khong c6 mot chir nao trong Kinh Thanh ndi ro rang ngay gio sinh thang de cua
Chua ca. Nhitng diéu da ghi chép lai ciing chang am chi la Chua sinh ra vao ngay
25/12”.

— “Liic ma cdc thién than bdo tin Chila sinh ra cho cdc tré chan chién ¢ Bethlehem la liic
chiing dang cho chién bo an ¢ giita canh dong trong liic dém t6i. Khi hdu & Palestine tir
thang 12 dén thang 2 la thoi gian lanh budt ghé gém, va theo tuc 1é thi thoi gian dé
khong phai la thoi gian cdc muc dong ¢ xir Judea canh chirng sic vt cua ching o ngodi
dong trong, ma thyc sw chdm lam la chi t6i cudi thang 10 théi.” (p.91, emphasis in
original).

Ong tiép tuc cat ‘nghia la mua thu bat dau roi vao thang 9 hodc thang 10 ¢ Judea c6 nghia
1a nhimg bién cd xay ra chung quanh ngay Chua ra doi dugc ghi trong Kinh Thanh khong
thé x4y ra sau trung tuan thang 10. Vay ngay Chia sinh ra c6 thé 1a vao khoang dau thu

(p.92).
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Mot su kién nira yém trg cho y kién Chua Gié—su sinh vao mua Thu la nguoi La Ma rat
khon ngoan va thong minh, ho s& khong dinh thoi gian kiém tra dan s6 vao chinh giira
mua dong, luc khi hau rat khac nghiét, ma phai vao thoi gian v6i nhitng diéu kién thoi tiét
d& chiu hon nhiéu.

Ong Giu-se 13 dan Bethlehem nén phai di chuyen gia dinh tir Nazareth, xtr Galilee vé
Bethlehem cung v6i vo 1a Mary dang c6 thai sip dén ngay sanh. Do d6 khong c6 1y do gi
ma éng cing v4i Mary lai 1am mot cudce hanh trinh dai vao mua dong gia lanh nhu vay.
Theo Tin Mung Phic Am thanh Luca thi Mary ha sanh Chtia Gié—su vao dung thoi gian
hoang dé La M3 1a Augustine cho kiém tra dan sd trén ca nuéc, ma theo sy khon ngoan
chang ai lai 1én chuong trinh nay vao thang 12 gia lanh ca.

KET CUC: CO GI KHAC BIET KHONG?

Kinh Thanh thi chang dua ra 1y do gi —va chic chén ciing khong cé mot chi ddn nao— dé
yém trg cho cau chuyén L& Giang Sinh va Ong gia Noel/Santa Claus. Nhung 1& Giang
Sinh véi 6ng gia Noel/Santa Claus thi van 1a mot sy thuc, mot tip tuc, mot thoi quen da
dugc chap nhan va trd thanh hién nhién ching ai thic mic. Christmas/L& Giang Sinh 1a 18
ky niém ngay Chua Gié—su sinh ra dé ctru chudc nhén loai. Ong gia Santa Claus thi 13
mot nhan vt than thoai gid tuong lam chuyén vui cho tré nit, cau chuyén luan ly dé day
tré nit biét vang 101 bd me, ngoan ngodn. Ngudi 16n thi c6 dip nghi thu dan, ting qua, ky
vat cho nhau, gia dinh xum hop trong canh thanh binh 4m ctng thuong yéu. Ngoai nhirng
sinh hoat ém 4m trong gia dinh con c6 nhiing sinh hoat dn a0 bén ngoai nhu hoi he, tu
hop an udng, nhau nhet, nhay dam vui choi....

L& Giang Sinh d4 tro thanh phd quat trong dan gian trén khap cic néo duong thé gidi,
kh()ng riéng gi cho nguoi Cong Giao/Ky—t6 Gido ma cho ca nhing ngu:di thuQc céc ton
giao khac hodc v6 than... Nhitng ngudi khong phai cong gido thi col Lé& Giang Sinh 12 dip
18 hoi, nghi thu dan, vui choi, an nhau tha dan. O Sai Gon trude 1975 (t6i khong biét bay
gid dudi ché do XHCN thi thé nao), dém Giang Sinh, trong khi & trong cac thanh duong,
gi4o dan tu tap lai, cham chu dang 1€, doc kinh, hat nhitng bai thanh ca ming Chua ra
doi, thi ngoai dudng phd thién nam tin nit 40 quan banh bao chen chuc nhau dao phd, xe
0 va ngudi qua lai nhu trdy hoi. Toi khong hiéu ho di dau? Bé 1am gi? Ct di, ct di...
theo dong ngudi di nhu nude chay. Xem dén ong sao? Xem phd phuong? Xem nguoi?
Xem xe c) chay? Ai ma biét nhi? O hai ngoai Hoa Ky, sau nhimg ngdy mét méi shopping
dé tiéu tién, mua qua ting, stra soan giang sinh, trang hoang trong nha ngoai ngé, dém
Giang Sinh nguoi ta vui hudéng canh am cling g1a dinh trong nha nhiéu hon. Di nhién
cling c6 nhitng hoi hop ché chén nhau nhet ngoai quan ruou, tiém an.

Giang Sinh da ph6 quat dén do né khoéng con gid1 han trong pham vi ton gido nita. Ho
chuic nhau mdt mua nghi vui twoi dam am va hanh phtc. Ngay nay cé nhiitng phong
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trao/tu tuong khong goi ngay 1€ nay 1a L& Giang Sinh ma goi la Mua L& Nghi. Holidays
Season. Nguoi ta an choi huong thy, lam bat cur cai gi ho muon trong khi trong cac thanh
duong dén nén sdng trung, van vang vong tiéng hat mung Chaa ra doi:

Vinh danh Thién Chua trén troi
Binh an dwdi thé cho nguwoi thién tam

L& Giang Sinh hién nhién vén 1a biéu hiéu ctia Binh An va Hoa Binh ctia Chua Ctru Thé.
Dau co gi phai ché trach, c6 ching 1a tdim con nguodi van khong c6 hoa binh va tinh yéu
thuong.

Fleming Island, Florida
9/12/2011
NTC

Tdc gid chu thich:

[1] A pagan religion consisting mainly of the cult of the ancient Indo—Iranian Sun—god Mithra. It entered
Europe from Asia Minor after Alexander’s conquest, spread rapidly over the whole Roman Empire at
the beginning of our era, reached its zenith during the third century, and vanished under the repressive
regulations of Theodosius at the end of the fourth century. Of late the researches of Cumont have
brought it into prominence mainly because of its supposed similarity to Christianity. (Catholic

Encyclopedia: Mithraism)
|
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Nguon: bkt suu tam
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