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Thanh 12 Ta on dAu tién tai nudce M7 14 & tiéu bang Florida —
La chuyén that day!

Tac gia: Thomas J. Craughwell

Bai binh lugn: Hon 50 nam trudc khi co nhom di dan nguoi Puritans (nguoi Anh theo dao Tin lanh
chong chinh quyén nude Anh thoi dé) dat chan 1én thudc dia Plymouth, tiéu bang Massachusetts-Hoa
Ky, thi dd c¢6 nhém di dan nguoi Cong gido Tay-ban-nha da cir hanh Thanh Lé Ta On dau tién cho bita
tiéc cua ho tai thanh phé St. Augustine.

Thomas J. Craughwell

St Augustine thudc tiéu bang Florida-Hoa Ky, 1a mot thanh phd nhé bé nhung lai c6 rat
nhiéu cai “ddu tién” & My ghi trong bang thanh tich cua né. Trudce hét n6 1a thanh phd
dau tién, ma sau nay la Hi¢p Chung Quoc Hoa Ky, c6 nhém nguoi Au chau di dan vinh
vién dau tién dén day. La noi ma Thanh 1& Cong gido dau tién duoc ctr hanh tai Hoa Ky.
La noi dau tién dén Puc Ba duoc xay cat (dén nay toa lac tai thanh dwong Mission Nombre de
Dios). Noi ma t6 chtrc Truyén gido tién khoi (dau tién) & My cta gido hoi Cong gido duoc
thanh 1ap dé dén voi ngudi ban xt (the American Indian) tai luc dia bac My nay. Va, hién
nay, lai mot ngac nhién khac nia, thanh phé St. Augustine 1a noi dau tién da cir hanh
Thanh L& Ta On trén dat My nay. Nhu quy vi han biét ddy, chi tiét nay co6 thé khong
dugc cong dan cia thanh Plymouth, tiéu bang Massachusetts hudng tng ndng nhiét.
Dudi day 1a nhitng gi da xay ra:

Vao nam 1565 [cdch day 451 nam/hon 4 thé ky], mOt doan thuyén Tay-ban-nha ché 800 di
dan (thuc dan) va 700 quén linh da kham pha vung dit nay. Vi ngay 28 thang 8 1a ngay
mimg Thanh Augustine, nén ngudi ta dit cho ving dat méi nay cai tén St. Augustine dé
vinh danh mét trong nhitng nha Than hoc danh tiéng cua Gido hoi Cong gido La Ma. Ca
mot thudc dia - tit ca di dan, binh linh - ra bo bién vao ngay 8 thang 9. Khi ay d6 ddc
Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles budc xudng khoi chién thuyén, 1én bo hon Thanh gia va
tuyén b thudc dia ndy danh cho vua Tay-ban-nha.

Nhiing di dan nay d tam thoi dung 1én ban tho da chién ngoai troi, trang tri va thiét ké

no, sau do ho cung voi1 linh muc tuyén Gy Francisco Lépez de Mendoza Grajales ctir hanh

Thanh 18 dau tién tai tiéu bang Florida, noi sau nay 1a Hiép Ching Quéc Hoa Ky. Nhiing

ngudi dan ban x& hiéu ky thude bo toc Timucuan ciing di kéo ra bo bién nom nhitng ké

la méi dén va ho ciing di ¢ lai xem thanh 18 nay. Sau d6, nguoi di dan Tay-ban-nha da

moi dan ban xtr Timucuan (American Indian) ciing véi ho mimg 18 Ta On Pang Toan
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Ning di dua ho dén bén binh an. Va vi vay hai sic dan Au chau va Da d6 (American
Indian) d3 cung nhau chia sé mot mam com trong tinh than nhé on vé nhitng chuc lanh tir
troi cao trong sudt 56 nam trude khi c6 Ngay L& Ta On (Thanksgiving), ma sau nay 1a
tiéu bang Massachusetts, do nhimg di dan Anh (Puritans) va nguoi ban x&t Da do thudc
cac bg toc Wampanoags thuc hién.

Thwe don

Ngay L& Ta On tai Plymouth di xdy ra vao Ngay mua hay Mua gat, nhung nguoi Tay-
ban-nha vira m6i chan udt chan rao 1én bo bién bac M§y. Chung ta khong biét thuc don
ctia ho gdm nhirng mén an gi vao ngay nay nam 1565, nhung nhat dinh nhitng mén n
nay di duoc dem 18n bo tir cac chién thuyén vién chinh cua ho.

Tac gia Author Robyn Gioia tin ring ngudi Tay-ban-nha lac d6 3 nidu mén “cocido”,
gém thit lon, dau, to1, bép cai va hanh tay va nghé tay - ngh¢ chi dAu hiéu than thién hay
hiéu khach, vi nghé tdy hién nay van con 12 huong vi cao luong nhit thé géi. Nhitng tim
banh qui kho va rin chéc ciing d3 duoc dung trong bita tiéc nay, vi loai banh qui nay 1a
moén an chinh dugc dung vao nhimg cudc tham hiém xuyén dai duong cam go va 1au dai
(banh mi néng gion 1én méc rat chong, trong khi banh qui kho thi giit dugc lau trong
chan)

Déi v6i dan Da do Timucuans, ho rat thich cac tro choi va d6 an bién, ciing nhu nhiing
mon déu va mudp, vi day la nhiing thir ho co thé dong g6p chung vui. Chung ta duoc biét
qua cac khu vuc khao cb thi ngudi Da d6 Timucuans rat chuong mon hao, vi thé c6 18 ho
d3 déng gép mén hao nay cho nhitng budi tiée chiang. Va vi ga 16i rimg 13 tho san cuia tiéu
bang Florida, rat c6 thé mén ga 16i d 1a mot trong Zasa
nhitng mon an tai nhitng budi tiéc mimg L& Ta On cla
hai dan toc Tay-ban-nha va Timucuan. Va di nhién,
ngudi Tay-ban-nha khong thé thiéu moén ruou chat.

Cudc tham sat

Nhung budn thay, thoi ky séng chung hoa binh nay da chdm dit mau chong. Hai tuan sau
khi d6 bo, Menendez da thong linh dai quén tién vé phwong bic choi véi di dan Phép.
Qua tin tuc gidn di¢p tai cac hai cang ctia nguodi Phap, Nha vua Tay-ban-nha Philip D¢
Nhi dugc cho tin 1a Phap dang xam lan lanh tho ciia minh. Con té hon nita, nhiing di dan
d6 1a dan Huguenots (Tin Lanh Phap), French Calvinists (1a ngudi Phap theo thuyét John
Calvin).

Philip bén Iénh cho Menendez phai tiéu diét thudc dia bét hop phap nay. Quan vién chinh

do déc Menendez da tham sat 130 nguoi dan 6 6ng Phap, chi chura dan ba va tré con. Vai

tuan sau do, nguoi Da do Timucuans bao cdo rang c6 khoang 200 nguoi dan 6ng Phap

trén mot chiéc thuyén hu hong troi dat vao bo bién gan ddy va nhom ngudi nay dang di
Page 2 of 7



bd vé huéng bac. Mot 1an nita, Menendez da dem quan s giét tron bo 200 dan ong nguoi
Phap nay.

Khoang mét thé ky sau, nhitng cur dan cua thanh phé St. Augustine khdm pha chinh ho
chiu bao canh bao dong be phai & quoo gia. Mot hai tac Anh da chiém ¢t thanh pho,
cudp boc pha hoai nha thd va nha ctra ctia dan chung, giét khoang 60 ngudi va bat song
dem di mot sd, mot sé duoc y gilr lam con tin. So nguoi con lai y ban lam dan no 1€.
Thudc dia My chau da 1a mot noi mau chay thanh song.

Phai thanh that rang, L& Ta On tai thanh phd St. Augustine du6i phuong nam chua timg
duoc xem 14 budi 18 truyén thdng nhu L& Ta On tai Plymouth thudc ving Tan-Anh-cat-
loi phia bac. D6 khong phai vi ngudi Cong giao Tay-ban-nha 1a ké v6 on ddi v6i Thién
Chtia cho nhiing gi Ngai ban; chi 12 vi bita Tiéc Ta On & ddy chura bao gio thanh ngay 18
thuong nién.

Nhitng nhém di dan Anh theo thuyét Calvin tai ving New England (Tin Lanh) d4 c6 san
mot truyén théng vé “Nhitng Ngay L& Ta On,” tir chinh quéc, mot truyén thong 1au doi
tai xt Anh va dugc nhitng di dan nay dem theo sang Tan Thé Gidi (nudc M§). Ngudi
theo dao Tin Lanh Anh phu nhan Lich Phung vu cta gido héi Cong gido La Ma, ngay ca
viéc ho san sang khong hop phap hoa ngay 1€ Giang sinh (Christmas). Nhitng ngay Lé Ta
On nay dd dugc xem 1a thich hop véi mot ton gido dugc cai cach dé loai bo cac ngay 18
budc, nhitng ngay 1& kinh Puc Ba va Cac Thanh [do Gido hoi Cong gido dit ra].

Hon 240 nim ké tiép, ttrc 12 sau nim 1621 tir ngdy 1& Ta On tai Plymouth dau dugc ctr
hanh, nhitng budi L& Ta On Ngay Mua da tré nén thinh hanh tai ving Tan-Anh-cat-1oi,
mic du L& nay duoc ctr hanh vao nhiing ngay khac nhau tily mdi tiéu bang trong ving.
[Ghi chii: viing New England/Tian-Anh-cat-loi bao gom 6 tiéu bang thudc mién Bdic nuwée My:
Connecticut (Con-néc-ti-cdt), Maine (Men), Massachusetts (Mat-xa-chu-sét), New Hampshire (Niu-
hdm-so), Rhode Island (Rot-di-lan), va Vermont (Vo-mon). ~BKT]

Y tuwdng bién ngay L& Ta On thanh ngay L& toan Qudc di duoc ba Sarah Josepha Hale
(1788-1879) hét long dé nghi, ba la tac gia cua bai tho Mary Had a Little Lamb. Trong 17
nam, ba da van dong cac 6ng tong thong My dé ngay L& Ta On truyén thong tai ving
New England thanh ngay 18 toan qudc. Nam 1863, Tong thong Abraham Lincoln di chap
thuan kién nghi ciia ba Hale. Trong nhimg thang ngay den t6i cua cudc nodi chién tai Hoa
Ky, thoi gian ma ngudi My-chdng- -nguoi My, Tong thong Lincoln hy vong Ngay L& Ta
On nay s& it nhét 1 budc tich cuc dé Dan toc Nam-Bic My tién dén thong nhat.

Téng théng Lincoln d3 chon 1 ngay Thir Nam cudi cing cta thang 11. Vao nim 1941,
Téng théng Franklin Delano Roosevelt da doi ngay nay sang ngay Thir Nam thr 4 trong
thang 11, ly do chinh la dé phat dong nén kinh t& My vi L& Ta On s& 1a ngdy md man cho
viéc mua sdm chuén bi cho mua Giang sinh ké do.
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Truyén thdng ctia cac Tong thdng Hiép Ching Qubc Hoa Ky “4n xé/tha chét” cho mot
con ga 16i vao mua Lé Ta On dé co tur ndm 1863. Noah Brooks, mot phong vién nha bao
tai dinh Bach Cung (noi tong théng My ¢ & lam viéc) vao nhiém ky c6 Téng théng
Lincoln va ciing 1 ban than vé6i Lincoln, ké vé cau chuyén “néi buon ciia Tad Lincoln
(con thir 4 cua TT Lincoln) khi cdu ta kham pha ra chu ga loi (Turkey) cua cdu nuoi nhuw
con vt cung sé phai chiu s6 5 phdn 1én ban tiéc cia gia dinh TT Lincoln vao ngay Lé Ta
On nam do... Va dé an i cdu con, Ong bé Lincoln da ban 1énh én xd cho chii ga 16i cung
cua cau con.”

Qua nhiéu thap nién thang trAm, cac tong thong M¥ da lan luot 4n x4 cho nhiing chu ga
16i. Téng théng John F. Kennedy c6 1€ 1a nguoi da lap ra cau, vao nam 1963 luc 6ng ta
nhin vao con ga 16i con song va phan, “Hay dé nod song.” Nghi thirc an xa cho cac chu ga
16i may man khoi bi cét tiét da thanh truyén thong hing nim tai tda Bach dc.

Lich st rat chi phirc tap, va c6 nhiéu mau truyén tha vi va hay bi quén. Vi thé trong tuan
L& Ta On nay, 1a co hoi dé nhic nhd quy doc gia vé Ngay L& Ta On Dau tién that su da
xay ra do nguoi di dan Tay-ban-nha va ngudi ban xt Da Bé thudc bo lac Timucuan cung
nhau cir hanh trong thé tai thanh phd St. Augustine, tiéu bang Florida-Hoa Ky nay.

Thomas J. Craughwell hién 13 tac gia ctia quyén sach mang tua “Thomas Jefferson’s
Créme Brulee: How a Founding Father and His Slave, James Hemings, Introduced
French Cuisine to America.”

BKT phién dich
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Tai liéu tham khao:

1. The 1st Thanksgiving Mass in the USA: http.//www.ncregister.com/daily-news/americas-first-thanksgiving-was-
in-florida-seriously.-it-was

2. Mission Nombre de Dios and Shrine of Our Lady of La Leche — St. Augustine, FL
[Attp.//missionandshrine.org |
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Ban Anh ngt
Source: http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/americas-first-thanksgiving-was-in-florida-seriously.-it-was

Commentary: Nov. 23,2016
America’s First Thanksgiving Was in Florida — Seriously. It Was!

COMMENTARY: More than 50 years before the Puritans landed in Plymouth, Massachusetts, Spanish
Catholics gave thanks to God with a Mass and meal in St. Augustine.

Thomas J. Craughwell
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St. Augustine, Florida, is a small city with a lot of “firsts” to its credit. It was the first permanent
European settlement in what is now the United States. It was the site of the first Mass in the U.S. It is the
place where the first shrine to Our Lady was erected (it stands on the grounds of the Mission Nombre de
Dios). It was from here that the first Catholic mission to American Indians was launched. And, now,
here comes the surprise — St. Augustine was the site of the first Thanksgiving celebration in America.
As you’d expect, that detail might not go over well in Plymouth, Massachusetts. Here’s what happened.

In 1565, a fleet of Spanish ships bearing 800 colonists and 700 soldiers sighted land. Since it was Aug.
28, the feast of St. Augustine, the colony was named in honor of one of our greatest doctors of the
Church. The entire colony — all the settlers, all the troops — went ashore on Sept. 8. As he set foot on
land, the admiral of the fleet, Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles, kissed a crucifix and then claimed the
land for the king of Spain.

The colonists erected a makeshift outdoor altar, decorated and furnished it, and then gathered around as
the colony’s chaplain, Father Francisco Lopez de Mendoza Grajales, celebrated Mass — the first in
Florida and the first in what is now the United States. Members of the Timucuan tribe were drawn to the
beach by the arrival of the strangers and then stayed to watch the Mass. Afterward, the Spanish invited
the Timucuans to join them in a feast to thank Almighty God for their safe arrival. And so Europeans
and Native Americans shared a meal together, in a spirit of gratitude for their blessings — and they did
so 56 years before the pilgrims and Wampanoags’ Thanksgiving in what is now Massachusetts.

The Menu

The Plymouth Thanksgiving was a harvest festival, but the Spanish had just gotten off the boat. We
don’t know what was on the menu that day in 1565, but the Spanish would have drawn upon their own
supplies from the ships.

Author Robyn Gioia believes the Spanish would have served a stew called cocido, made with pork,
garbanzo beans, garlic, cabbage and onion and seasoned with saffron — a true sign of hospitality, since
saffron was and still is one of the most expensive spices in the world. Hard biscuits were probably
served, too, as these were a staple on long voyages (fresh bread gets moldy fast, but hard biscuits have a
long shelf life).

As for the Timucuans, they enjoyed an enormous selection of wild game and seafood, as well beans and

squash, which they could have brought to the table. We know from archaeological sites that the

Timucuans were especially fond of oysters, so perhaps they contributed them to the feast. And since
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wild turkey is native to Florida, it’s possible that turkey was one of the dishes at the Spanish-Timucuan
Thanksgiving. And of course, the Spanish would have served wine.

The Massacres

Sadly, this era of good feelings came to an end quickly. Two weeks after their arrival, Menendez led his
troops against a French settlement to the north. Through his spies in French seaports, King Philip II of
Spain had learned that the French were encroaching on his territory. Worse still, the settlers were
Huguenots, French Calvinists.

Philip authorized Menendez to exterminate the unauthorized colony. Menendez’s expedition killed 130
men, sparing only the women and children. A few weeks later, Timucuans reported that a couple
hundred shipwrecked Frenchmen had washed up on a nearby beach and were walking north. Once
again, Menendez led out his forces and massacred these Frenchmen, too.

About a century later, the inhabitants of St. Augustine found themselves on the receiving end of national
and sectarian violence. An English pirate captured the town, ransacked churches and private homes,
killed about 60 people and carried off captives, some of whom he ransomed. He sold the rest as slaves.
Colonial America could be a very bloody place.

To be honest, the St. Augustine Thanksgiving never put down roots in the South as the Plymouth
Thanksgiving would in New England. It’s not that Spanish Catholics were ungrateful to God for the
blessings he showered upon them; the festive meal just never became an annual event.

The English Calvinists who settled New England (the pilgrims were Calvinists) had a tradition of “Days
of Thanksgiving,” which had been established in Old England and which they carried with them to the
New World. The Calvinists rejected the Catholic liturgical calendar, even to the point of outlawing
Christmas. These Thanksgiving days were considered suitable for a reformed religion that had swept
away holy days of obligation and the feasts of Our Lady and the saints.

Over the next 240 years after the 1621 celebration in Plymouth, these Thanksgiving harvest festivals
were popular in New England, although each state celebrated on a different day.

The idea of Thanksgiving as a national holiday found its champion in Sarah Josepha Hale (1788-1879),
the author of the nursery rhyme Mary Had a Little Lamb. For 17 years, she lobbied presidents to extend
this New England tradition to the nation. In 1863, Abraham Lincoln accepted Hale’s petition. During the
dark days of the Civil War, with American pitted against American, Lincoln hoped that a Thanksgiving
holiday would at least be a step toward the reunification of the American people.

Lincoln set the date for the last Thursday in November. In 1941, Franklin Delano Roosevelt moved the
date to the fourth Thursday in November, arguing that Thanksgiving would be the kickoff for the
Christmas shopping season and thus boost the economy.

The tradition of the president of the United States granting a turkey a reprieve is said to date back to
1863. Noah Brooks, a White House reporter during the Lincoln presidency and a close friend of Lincoln,
tells the story of the desolation of young Tad Lincoln when he learned that the turkey he had taken as his
pet was destined for the Lincolns’ Thanksgiving dinner. To comfort his little boy, Lincoln granted the
turkey a reprieve.
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Off and on over the decades, presidents have pardoned turkeys. John F. Kennedy seems to have
established the tradition when, in 1963, he looked at a live turkey and said, “Let’s keep him going.” The
presidential pardoning ceremony has become an established Thanksgiving White House event.

History is complicated, and interesting stories are often forgotten. So this Thanksgiving week, it is a
pleasure to remind our readers of the real first Thanksgiving that Spanish colonists and Timucuan Indian
celebrated together in St. Augustine, Florida.

Thomas J. Craughwell is the author of Thomas Jefferson’s Créme Brulee:

How a Founding Father and His Slave, James Hemings, Introduced French Cuisine to America.

Nguon:BKT siweu tam: http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/americas-first-thanksgiving-was-in-florida-seriously.-it-was

Pang ngay Thir Nam, November 24, 2016
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