Lich sr Su Boan Nty DU QLVNCH
Phan B
15

Chién dich la Drang - Tan Phong 7

(tir 27/10/19657¢n 26/11/1965)

Bét dau mua hé #m 1964, Ha Ni da quyét dinh chi truong leo thang clén tranh Bing cach tung quan
chinh quyd at vao chén treong Mién Namdanh chém phin cao nguyénia
SO . VNCH dé khai trén ké haach chén dich Bong-Xuan éa Tuéng V6 Nguyén Giap
: nham cit d6i Viét Nam Gng Hoa. CSBV @ng hiu ring ai kém soatdugc con
duong QL-19 § lam chi duoc cao nguyén; ai céin dugc ving caatiém nay §
khbng cké dugc toan cdibéng Drong. Chén dich Bong-Xuan gm 3 giaidoan:

B M Tan chiém trai Pleime sawt6 tin chém Pleiku va i d6 theoduong 19 aat tién vé
chiém Qui Nhon. Tudéng V6 Nguyén Giapta dung &i 3 Trungboan Bic Viét dé thuc hién y do nay. Mru
dd cia CSBV vay ham #i Luc Luong Dic Biét Pleime ladé busc QLVNCH s phai goi quan ti dé giai
vay, i ding chén thuit ¢d hitu “Congdon da vien” tiéu diét lec lugng tiép oru, chic chin s phai roi
Pleiku xudi Nam tréduong 14 bi di theo hréng Tay Namiuong lién tnh 5. Tai day, mbt trungdoan
cong sin nam chy sin dé phuc kich. Sau khita drt diém doan quan &u vién, bon ching & thanh toan
Pleime bi Pleiku.

Tuéng CSBV Chu Huy Maduoc giao tong trach dung 6t Se BPoan gm ba Trungdoan 32, 33 va 66
thuc hién giaidoan 1, in chiém trai LLDB Pleime va giadoan 2 éin chiém Tinh Pleiku. Dad6, Trai Lyc
LuongDic Biét Buac Co bi quan chinh qui & Viét vay ham hai thangdr (tir thang 6dén thang 8/1965),
Bo TTM/QLVNCH phai goi Chién Boan 1l Nhiy DU do Trung tad Ngd Xuan Ngkam chén Boan Tuong
dén dé giai vay, i dén trai Luc Luong Bic Biét Pleime phia Nar®uc Co, Ngay 19/10/1965 bi mot luc
lwong déngdao quan Bic Viét tin cong nam ngay 11én tiép trong chén dich Bong-Xuan éa CSBV, tic
cudi mua mra Cao Nguyén.

Ngay 23 thang 10 nam 1965, dé giai vay cho Pleime, Quaboan 2d4 © chirc cubc Hanh Q[4An Dan Thang
21 ép TrungbDoan phi hop bd binh va thét giap @ia QLVNCH ¢dm 2 TIé[1Pan 21, 22BDQ, Tié[ Dl an
1 Tring DLan 42 BB va Thiét BLan 3 Ky Binh, Wi sy yém tro caa phi phdo. Clén doan nayda lot vao
tran dia phuc kich @ia Trungboan 32 CSBV dai 4 caydrén inh b 5, phia Namith ly Pleiku. Nhrng
lyc lwong hanh quada phin kich héu qua, be gay ké hoach da vién aiaddi phuong.

Do ton thit nang, Chu Huy Min, Tu lénh mit tran cao nguyéni@ cac frc lrong CSBV,da ra Enh cho cac
don vi CS rit lui & phia bén kia bién gi Mién-Viét. Biét dugc y dinh aiadich quan, BTL Quamoan Il -
VN quyét dinh sr dung lrc lwong D1KBKV cia My dé truy lung tan quan C&ang rit @ huéng Tay @Ga
trai Luc LuongDic Biét Pleime va phadké hoach Bong-Xuan éa CSBV. Ky Binh Khéng \an 1a not
quan ném s dung khéng rc msi caa Luc Quan Hoa K sau tan chién Triéu Tién. T thing dugc ding
mot cachda cang trén chén trrong tir trinh séat, chugn van dén tan céng. Daié D11 Khéng Kich (11th
Air Assaut Div) @ia quandoi Hoa Ky dugc bién cii thanh $1 Ky Binh — Khéng \an goi tat [a SO Khong
Ky (1st Cavalry Division). Vao thang 7/196@)8KBKV dadén Viét Nam, vaduoc phoi tri tai vi tri chién
luoc d&o An Khé inh BinhBinh ¢om 4 Lit Boan KB (4 Brigade/1st Cavalry Division),otnLit Poan Hang
Khong (Aviaton Brigade) va &t Lit Doan Phong ng15 (15th Sustainment Brigate). Thaméchirong
chién dich la-Drang $1 Khéng Ky do Thiéu twéng H. O. Kinnard 1am i Lénh va c6 3 ik Poan Khong
Ky tham gia tin chién:

« Lt boan | KB, dobai ta H. Clark ctihuy wi 3 Tiéu Boan 1/8, 2/8, 1/12 KB vafi2/9 PB
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« Lir boan Il KB, dobai td W. R. Lynch chhuy Wi 3 Tiéu Boan 1/5, 2/5, 2/12 KB vaiT1/77 PB

« Lir Boan Il KB, dobai td Thomas “Tim” Brown chhuy ¢om 2 Tiéu Boan 1/7, 2/7 va®1/21 Phao
Binh.

« Ngoai ra con c6 Eu boan 1/9 K Binh dam nhiém cong tac trinh sat, #h Tiéu doan Phéo Binh Hang
Khong (Aerial Rocket Artillery) i cac trrc thing HU-1B trang bhoa tién 2.75. VEc khong vn c6 3 Téu
boan tirc thing xung kich 227, 228 va 229.

Ngal125/8/1965 S[/Plan 1 Ky Binh Khong \an dloc van chuyn dén An Khé inh Binhbinh, thét ap
can c(I’Camp Radcliffe gn déo Mang Yang tr{an QL-1%vtrach nhém bao vé an ninh dc QL-19 tr bo
bién dén bién géi Mién-Viét va tr Bong Son dén Tuy Hoa.

Khi thé cia Quan M lic m6i nhap tran 1én ét cao, nling NgaIdau quan My méi dén Pleiku, nit tran B3
chCa nim vitng kha nang quan M nén qut dinh chém vé rat&cin ar dia ¢ thung ting la-Drang. Niing
ngallc[6i thang 10d4u thang 11/1965, riimg toan quan tién phonga 1 Khong Ky bat dau dung do
v6i doan quan CS tréd dng rat \8.
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Thung liing la-Drang

SP1 Khong Ky cia My da cham dich ning ti thung king la-DrangDéi véi da $ ng di Viét thoi 1965, c6
I& thung ling la-Drang conét xa k, mot cai tén cha k& nghe bao @i. Nhing d dng nhca niéc My
trong nhimg ngallc i thu nim 19654y déu nghe noéitén “la-Drang”, i vi d6 1a thyi sy ndng Bng nhit
hoi ¢6, mdt sb con em b d& b minhé d6 va bao chi NI thoi d6 ¢& mo & ¢ ong do giao tranh latim mau
nht tir ddu cwe chién toi gio.

ValINgal114/11/1965 mot tieu doan 450 ngdi, do Trung ta Harold G. Moore thuy,dado bo bang tnrc
thang xwbng mbt mang ring tdng Wi nguy danh la badap X-Ray (landing zone X-Ray) trong thurigd
la-Drang, d6i chan nai Chu Prongéwhia Tay Nam thxa Pleiku khang 60 cay &. Lap tic khaing hai
nghin quan chinh qui# Viét da bao vaytanh TéuDoan My. Luc ILong My nho hoa lrc caa phéo binh,
khong quan, va rhtinh thin chién diu cal 1B mh si, s[11blIngal dém chdng tr voi nhiéu dot xung phong
bién ng bi cuadéi phiong da day lui dich. G hai béndéu ton thit nang. BaNgalls( 1] cach x [ 1bal chlén

tr ong X-Ray khdng 3 cay 6, tai mot khaanh rirng tdng W6i nguy danh baidap Albany (landing zone
Albany) ding trong thungilng la-Drang, rt tiéu doan khac éa My bi ddi phiong “danh khéng con Bt
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manh giap”. X-Ray va Albany la haatr danh tan bo nhit trong chén tranh V&t Namda cho thungiing
la-Drang cai tén hoan toan traimg voi vé dep tr nhién @ia n6: Thung ing Tt Than (Valley of Death).

Pleiku la thi phi cia B) Tu Lénh Quanboan Il va Quéan Khu Il. Bm ngay trén Qéc 16 14.di Kontum-
Ban mé That. Tu Pleiku nhin ¢ huéng Bong la Quc 16 19di Qui Nhon, hxéng Tay ding gi Quoc 16 19
nhueng duong trai bang dat sétdo, codoan 16t king da xanhdi vé don dien Tra bn nhat Cao Nguyén la
Catecka.

Vi Tri Pia Dw ctia Thung Liing la-Drang

IA |a tiéng aia ngroi thuong ¢ nglie 1a séng, cho nén viing nay cac dong stiagmang tén 1a 1A ninIA
Meur, IA Toe. la-Drangiuoc m¢nh danh la thungihg tir than, viday la thanhtia aia Gong quan, ¢a ngd
xam ntip toan tié vung cao nguyén Trung B VN. Thung {ing la-Drang la rdt day 1rng ndi trangdiép,
ching chit song sﬁl trai hang may chuc cay $ dén tin bién géi Viét-Mién Vé phia Tay, vatén tinh Ban
Mé Thuwt ké can vé phia Nam. Thungdihg la-Drang am vé huéng Nam-Tay Namibh Iy Pleikudo sau
muoi cay $ vao vé huéng chinh Tay khang trén hai moi cay $ ddi vai vi tri trai Luc Luong Bac Biét
Pleime.

Trong toan vangang ndi Chu Prongdi bat, dinh cao nt 732 thréc. DO 1a bt day nui cly tir bong
sang Tay dai khimg hai nwoi Iam cay $, ma phn naim trongdat Cambodia cléim khaing bay cay $.
Chiéu Nam Bic cia day ndido khaing hai mroi cay $. Chu Prongtay diy nhirng hangiong, nhiing vach
ndi, nhing wrc sau, va thac ghh. Doc theo son phia Bic cia diy Chu Prong ladhthung ting kha 6ng.
Con sbng la-Dranggéa ra hinh rang nt¢n, c6 3 chi nhanh chinh mang tén la-Drang, la-Meuf,ea phat
nguyén tr viingdon dién tra Catecka phia Namitké Pleiku, xuyén qua thungg, kron khiic Wi nhiéu
ghénh thac, éi chay vé huong Taydé vaodit Kampuchea.

Trong hai céc chén tranhda qua - chiin trannPéng Drong 1945-1954, va cém tranh Vit Nam 1955-
1975 - Ha Ni d& dung nai Chu Prondf tri quan va da kho tang cho cac dni dich & Cao Nguyén
Trung Pln, By chi huy B3 @ia Tuong Man dat sau vao trong 61 hangda bén phn dat thupc Kampuchea.
Bo6 chi huy tién phrong aia B3dat tai swon ndi Chu Prong nhin ximg thungiing do Throng ta Ngugn
Hitu An ch huy. Ving la-Drang phia Tay Pleimelfiu khong c6 ngoi ¢, ngai trir mot s it nguoi
Thuong da di chugn vé& huésng Bong, din Pleiku sinh ng. An & nét s quan c6 kinh ngim chién
truong, nguyén 1a Trun®oan Trong dia Tuéng Man vao thyi tran chién Dién Bién Phi. An biét so
truong aia Sr boan Khéng K nén tinh chugn gai By sin dé du dich lot vao nhiing dia tré thich hyp cho
16i danh du kich ga VC.

Qudc 16 19 tr Pleiku ¢t ngang phia Bc thung ting, di vé huéng Tay quaion dién tra Cateckadén Trai
Luc Luong Biac Biét Buc Co, di mai S vuot qua bién gii Kampuchea vao itran Stung Streng. Trong
chién dichbBong-Xuan 1965, CSBV heoh dinh ké haach tin cdng bn tai Cao nguyén&chiém cac thanh
phd 16n nhr Kontum, Ban mé Thit. Nguoi chi huy chén dich cao nguyén nay larng CS Chu Huy
Man, ngroi géc ndng dan Thong Du Bic Viét. Nguoi nay 1a canh tagic lyc nhit cho V6 nguyén Giap,
Nam 1954 Chu huy Mandn phat sung khaida dau tién ti Tran Dién Bién Pli, lGcdé 6ng la Chinhiy
Su boan 316.

Lwuc Lwong Ban:
1. BTL/QPII tai Pleiku, Chin tréng Vinh Loc 1a T Lénh

2. Trungboan 3 Thét Giap @m 12 chén xa M41 va 10 Tkt Van Xa M113, 2 Thit Xa M8 va 2 kiau
ph&o Howitzers 105ly;& Th21 & 22BDQ, mot TBBB/Trungboan 42 bit lap
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3. Lir boan Nhiy DU VN véi Chién Boanbac Nhiém gom 5 Tieu boan 3, 5, 6, 7 va 8 Niy DU lam thanh
phan trir bi

a. Giaidoan dau gdm 3 Tieu Poan, khong §n vao viing hanh quan ngay 1/11/1965 do Trung wéaig
Quang An, Tham Mu Truong Lir Boan Nky Du ch huy:

» Tiéu Boan 3 Niay Du do Théu ta Khéu Hiru Diéu lam BT
« Tiéu boan 6 Nfay DU dobai iy Nguyen Van Minh lam T
* Ticuboan 5 Nlay Du do Théu tA Ngugn Khoa Nam lam DT.

b. Giaidoan sau do Trung ta Ng6 Quangung lam Chén Poan Tirang (thay tlé Trung ta Trrong
Quang And&o nim nhiém s méi, C6 vin My 1a Thiéu ta H. Norman Schwarzkop§rtg ardong thém 2
Tiéu Poan vao ving hanh quan ngay 20/11/1965:

» Tiéu Boan 7 Niay Du do Théu ta Ngugn B& Twéc lam T
* Ticu boan 8 Nfay Du do Théu thA Ngugn Van Tho lam TDT.

4. Phiboi C-130 @ia Phiboan 7 KQHKda van chuyén cécdon vi: Bo Chi Huy Lit Poan Du, Ban Ch
Huy cac Chién boan Du, va am Tiéu boan Du: 3, 5, 6, 7 va & tac wi khac nhau, nin Sai Gon, Bién
Hoa, Viing Tau va Phu Yémt Pleiku.

5. Cac toan Bit Céch Du da Luc Luongbac Biét Viét Nam (cac hat dong aia cac toan Bt Cach Du
VN khdéngduogc tict 19).

6. P1KBKV-HK: Tu Iénh la Théu twong H. O. Kinnard (ngoi Dallas, Texas. 3t nghiép Tha khoa
Westpoint @m 1939.) Trong @t phién fop véi cac M chi huy Viét Nam &i Bo Tu Lénh Quarboan Il va
Quan Khu Il Pleiku, H. O. Kinnardong y Wi phuong tién vo ciing hiing4u cia Sr Poanbé Nhat Khéng
Ky (1st Air Calvary) 8 mé mot cuoc hanh quan mang tén la: tikkmg Chinh” (Long Reach). Bén VNCH
ting arong thém mit chién doan Ny DU ndi danh lam e luong trr bi.

Cuéc hanh quandwgc chia ra lam ba giaidoan nhw sau:

1. Giaidoan 1 fr ngay 28/1Qién ngay 8/11 #m 1965: Lit boan | Ky Binh Hoa K dobai ta H. Clark cli
huy wi 3 Tieu boan 1/8, 2/8, 1/12 KB vaBb2/9 PB tham clkin. Cwc hanh quan mang tén Hanh Quéan
“All the Way” tao thanhdich quanh vung phia TawtrPleime.

2. Giaidoan 2 tr ngay Qdén 17 thang 11am 1965: Lir boan I Ky Binh Hoa K doDai td Thomas “Tim”
Brown ch huy wi 2 Tieu boan 1/7, 2/7 va®1/21 Phao Binh tham aim. Cwyc hanh quan mang tén
Silver Bayonet truy kickiich xa lon vé hudng tay tai Pleime va phi®ong aia raing ndi Chu Prong.

3. Giaidoan 3 tr ngay 18dén 26 thang 11am 1965 do Chin Boanbic Nhigm Nhay DU Viét Nam thay
thé cacdon vi thudc Sr Poan 1 K Binh My truy kich tép tan quantich xa fon vé phia Tay sat bién i
Viét Nam-Kampucheadt theo thungilng song la-Drang. Gie hanh quan mang tén “Hanh QuaraiTh
Phong 7” Wi st yém tro hoa luc va khdng ¥n aia Lit doan Il Ky Binh Hoa K doPai tdA W. R. Lynch ch
huy.

L wc lwgng dich:

Tir thang 7 Bm 1965, CSBWA ar Thiéu tréng CS Chu Huy Man lamuflénh kiém Chinhiy chién dich,
Pai td Nguyén Chanh va Tiong ta Ngugn Hitu An lam phoi lénh, HuynhDac Huong giir chac pho
Chinhuy, Thugng ta Nam Ha la thamum traéng, Throng tabang Vi Hiép lam Phé ch nhiém chinh ti.
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Dé tién hanh cHin dich, thang 8/1965 CSB\itg arong cho nat tran Tay Nguy&n thém Trundpan 33
(Trungdoan nay nguyén la trurtpan 101 éa sr doan 325Bduoc lénh xuit quan & Quang Ninhdi
khodng hai thang vaast Tay Nguyén). Vao giadoan chét CSBVdua thém Trungoan 66/$304 t Bic
viraduoc lénh di chugn vaodén Tay Nguyén ngay 1/11/19@% daping nhu éu giaidoan 2 aia chén
dich. Nhr vay lyc lwgng CSBV i Tay Nguyén c6 3 Trundoan i binh gom:

1. Trungdoan 32 i 3 Tiéu doan 344, 635 va 966 xamaphvao Nam céi nim 1964 do Thiu ta Ma \an
Minh lam Trungboan Trong

2. Trungdoan 33 vi 3 Tieu doan 1, 2 va 3. Trundoan nay kii hanh tr Quing Ninh Bic Viét khaang tr
22 den 25/7/1965 cho méaét Ngay 2/10 ndi hoan &t xam nhip

3. Trungdoan 66 i 3 Tiéu doan 7, 8 va Quoc lénh bit dau xAm nkp vao Nami dau thang 8/1965 va
phai hoan thanh trong hai thang

4. Tiéu Boan H15 Gia Ratia phrong

5. Cong Wi mot Tiéu doanbac cong va rat Tieu doan sing & 62, 82, va 120ly; 1 &u doan stng phong
khéng 12.7mm; cungrt lrgng i trangdia phrong.

Ké haach sy khoi cia Gong quandanh chém Cao Nguy&n Quan Khu 2 VNCGHrgc chia lam cac giatoan
nhu sau:

» Giaidogn 1: Sr dung 2 Teu Poan/Trungioan 33 (théu Tieu doan 2),dugc ting arong 1dai doi sing
phong khéng 12.7mm vay hanirtidon Pleimedé nhir Quanboan 2dem vin binh tr Pleiku kéo xang
vao ngay 23/10/1965.

« Giaidoan 2: Sr dung 3 TEu doan @a TrungDoén 32 phc kich mét tran tuyén dai 4km trén Lién fhh
Lo 5ddn chy vién binh @ia VNCH (Chén thuat “Céngbon, Ba Vién”)

« Tiéu doan 2/33 tir bi dam nhiém danh plin kich
« Giai doan 3: sau khi tét ha vién binh, caalon vi nay t& dau tiép src thanh toan et diém trai Pleime

« Giai doan 4: Khi tuyén phong ti caa tinh Pleiku b suy yéu vi phii dwa quan #p oru trai Pleime, Trung
Poan 66 BV 8 khai sy tin kich édm ching Bo Tu Lénh Quanboan 2, cky cho Trungboan 32 va 33
CSBYV thanh toan xongdirPleime I&n #p sic tin chiém tinh Pleiku, hoanit giai doan 2 aia chén dich
bong-Xuan.

Chién thuat “CéngPon Pa Vién”, dich quan tirong sr dung va ét thanh céng trong riimg tén danh \6i
quandoi Phap trée day. Lan nay I tu [énh Mat Tran B3 dia Chu Huy Man @ng tin cHic rang
BTL/QK2/VNCH s dua quan Ién ép vién cho Pleime. Sau khi td diém” trai LL DB Pleime, b d6i CS
Bic Viét $8 chuan bi cho tén danh bn trong thungilng la-Drang trong giatoan ba @a chén dich.

Tran Pleime
Tir ngdy 19/1Q7én 25/10/1965

Trai LLDB Pleime la mt tién don héo lanh cach bién gi Cam Bot khaang 40 cay §, cach Qiéc 1o 14
khoang 20 cay & vé phia Tay va cach Pleiku kimog 40 cay 8 vé huéng Tay Nam. Tai nay do ndt luc
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lwong dic biét hdn hop My-Viét-Thuong trén giir: toan Operations Detachment A-2551wg12 LLPB My,
toan LLDB Viét Nam ¢m 14 chén g, va badai d6i Dan Sr Chién Pau da $ 1a ngroi Thugng ¢om 415
chién g thuc céc &c toc Jarai, Rhaté va Bahnar. Bi LLDB nay rim trong muc tiéu, ma b tu 1énh Mat
Tran B3 &ng sin Bic Viét thdy can phai dugc thanh toaré mé man cho chéin dich Béng-Xuan. B tu
Iénh Mat Tran B3 llcd6 (nam 1965) ¢6 3 trungoan 32, 33 va 66.4F ca déu ladon vi chinh quy i mién
bac vao.

Trudc thang 10 #@m 1965, tn don nay khongiong not vai trd quan wng miy vi hiu nhr haat dong bist
lap theo mé thic riéng @a caadon vi Lyc Lugng Pic Biét. Tuy nhién nd Bng drng ty nén et sic quan
trong khi cac o quan tinh bao @ hop cac ngan tin phat giaauoc ké haach chén dichboéng-Xuan éa
Tudng V6 Nguyén Giap.

Dé hoa gii chiéudoc aia Tusng Chu Huy Man, B Tu Lénh Quarboan 244 phbi hop ké haach wi Su
Poan 1 K Binh My nhur sau: Quamoan 2 gi mot Chién Boan tr Pleiku xuwng tiép oru trai Pleime tr
man Bac; ¢ong thyi s& phai ndt don vi Biét Kich hdn hop My-Viét t6i trai Pleime turéc dé tiép src voi
quandon trd ko vé trai dén khi chi lyc tiép vién quan &i; Su Doan 1 K Binh My s3 giri mot Lir Doan
thay thé s6 quan VNCHGdi tiép (tng dé bao vé tinh Pleiku:dong thyi Su Poan 1 Khéng K s3 truc thing
van nhiéu phaodoi rai rac ti cac i tri gan tran diadé yém tro cho Chén DBoan tép aru khi hitu ar.

Dién tién caa tran danh trai Pleime:

Khei sy tran danh, @ng quan ding 6t tieu doan / Trungdoan 33 CSBV bao vay vart cong vao ti
LLPB Pleime;dich quan &ngda o tri cac lai singdai lién, phong khdng va sungioquanh cac ngn doi
cao chung quanhair

T nga119/10/1965, dich quan m¥ man én cong King nhirng dot phao kich stiingé 82ly vao @én af.

Tiép theo, ndt toandic cong bt qua ndt vi tri phuc kich @ia luc lwong phong th cit hang rao &m gai vao
dugc tuyén phong tli caa tmi LLDB hinh tam giéc, 4 dau nd stng vao fin don phia Nam @a tri va
thanh to&n @in don nay sau 20 phat giao tranh.

Trai Luc Lwong Pac Biét Pleime 1965

Quan CSBV 8 dungdai bac khdng dit 57ly bin chinh xac vao trongin ar, pha 4p hai trong é ba phao
dai chl’phdat ngay géc ga hinh tam giac. Quan tru phongipedng 4i véi sungdai lién. Ca hai béndeu
dungdén lyu dan dé tiéu dit nhau. Cac phicAC-123 Provider théc phidoan 309 @m Tu bay bao vung
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tha hoa chau st dém soi sang chi treong. Lac 3 g 45 sang ngay 20/10, phi phan luc doi bom lra
napalm klap vung ven i dé yém trg quéan lan.

Luc 6 gb sang ngay 20/10, Cong quan 4n cong nan Bic aia trmi. Cac chén § Thuongda phai xong ra
khoi ham tridé can chién véi dich quan ngi day lui dugc chang.

Lac 7 gy 30 sang, bt truc thing ti thuong thubc phidoan 498 cé trc thing tac chin ho tongdap xuwng
trai dé tha xuéng mt bac § giai phau va clir linh bi thuong di. Vién phi cong lai tirc thing nay 1a Thiu ta
Louis Mizell. Thinh linh mt tryc thingdang bayon bi sing phong khdngih ha rét xudng nrng. Mot
toan LLDB nhao ra éip oru thi i mot 6 dai lién dich quan Bn chan phai doi lai trai véi mot trung § My bi
tir thuong. Tréi bi, toan tdin tidu xut trai tir hdm tizdc duoc 1énh rat \é trai lai buéc qua éng trai duoc
ém tham.

Hanh Quén Dan Thing 21

Dlng 5 gib 20 ch&lingay 20/10, mdt Chién Doan VNCH 6i mot luc hrong 1,200 ctén binh chi huy i
Trung ta Ngugn Trong Luat, tién doc theo QL-141é giai toa &p trc dich quan quanh4r Pleime. Chén
boan VNCH chia lam 3 canh quan:

Céanh A g@m: Trungboan 3 Thét Ky v6Mot Ch[Plan (-) Chién Xa 12 chéc M-41 va Mot ChiDan (-)
thiét van xa 8 chic M113, cung Pai Boi thusc TD21BPQ tung thét.

Céanh B gm BCH/TD21 wi 2 DD3 & 4BDQ cling 2 thit xa RM8 19 tong, mbt doan convoy ch luong
thuc, dan dugc va »xang nhot, 2 khau dai bac howitzers 105ly, 6t Tieu B6i Cong Binh. Canh quan nay
sau canh A khing 2km.

Cénh C gm: Ticu Poan 1 B Binh/Trungboan 42 ddai Gy Ma Vin Nong lam BT, rdi Pleiku fr ti
theo Quc 16 14 tien xuong phia Nam tiong € trai Pleime. 1©22BPQ dobai Uy Pram Van Phuc lam
TDT, trr bi tai phi traong Cu Hanh Pleiku.

Phéngdd “congdén da vién” ciia Cong quan

Trong khido, Trung trong Stanley Larsen,uTLénh Quanboan 1 i Chién 1(I Field Force, ladtu 1énh

c¢b van cho Quarboan Il), cho tec thing vin mot Tiéu Doan théc Sr Poan 1 Khong kK My 1én kio vé

PICIK(] Trul Ingay 22/10, Thiéu t4 LLDB Charlie A. Beckwith, trong toan Project DELTA, cungiv2 Dai
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Doi thuoc Tiéu Boan 91 Bét Cach DU QLVNCH ing phéiduoc tha vao tai Pleime va Thiu t4 Beckwith
tro nén Ch Huy Treong tri tur gio phutdo.

Luc 1 gib trua, mbt luc lugng gdm 3Dai Doi xdng ra ki trai dé khai quang it ngon doi ké bén tai. Luc
lwong nay I&n bi mot 6 stngdai lién dich quan gét ngi, khién chobai Gy LLDB Thomas Pusser va 12
chién § ngeoi Thuong bi ha, va bt 6 bi thuong. Lirc lwong nay phi rat lui vé trai. Ciing trong ngay
22/10, toan Bit Cach DU QLVNCH xéng radi tim cach trét ha hai dai lién dich nhrng déu thit bai.

Ngay 23/10, ltc 2 gitrua, Téu Poan 22 Bét Dong Quaniugc tryc thing van xudng mbt bai dap 2 cay &
rudi phia Nam vtri 6 phuc kich @a Trungboan 32 CSBV, cuingdi Chién Boan tép vién tir phia Bic di
xudng to thanh té gong kkm. Cui ngay 23/10, Trungusng Stanley Larsedb xong ndt Lir Doan Khong
Ky xuéng bio vé Pleiku. Chéu ngay 23/10, khimg 6 giv chiéu khi Chén Boan tép vién tién t6i cay $ 4
trén Hrong Lo 6C, cach ti Pleime 5 cay thi lot vaod phuc kich @ia Trungboan 32 CS Bc Viét, dudi
quyén chi huy ture tiép caa Throng ta Ngux%n Hitu An, Tu Lénh Pho Mit Tran B-3. Lucdé Canh quan A
cua Chén boan tép aru din dau gobm cac chdn xa M41 va thit van xa M113 va DD/BPQ; canh quan B
di sau @m cAc thét van xa, thét xa RM-8 c6 habai Boi Biét bong Quan B téng, canh quan naji sau
cach canh quaninu khaing 2 cay 8. Tiéu boan 635 Bc Viét tin cdng canh quadhau va Téu boan 344
Bac Viét uy hiép canh quan sau.udi sy yém trg cia cac phn luc co F-100 va cac tic thing W6 trangda
na ha tién, bom vadan lién thanh vao cad i sing 6i va dai bac khéng dit ciadich. Cac chin xa M41
va thiét van xa M113 cun@®b1/BPQ di dau do Trung iy Wong 4p Dznh ch huy va cac Trun@oi
Truong Thiéu Gy Huynh Kim Tac, Thiéu Gy Ngb Hoang Gia.da dan hang pim kich dr doi gay Hn
thuong ning cho plac kich quan. Trong khté BPb2BDPQ do Trung Uy V8 Vang dthuy cung wi Trung
Doi Truong Thiéu Gy Téan Quic Canh, ding ki Cong quant trong cac congusphong thi nguy trang bén
duong, tr cacdinh ddi ddng loat xung phong bao vay.df hoa luc huing Bu cia Thiét giap M41 va M113
cling Wi su diing am cia cac chin binh Bét Bong Quan, ke luong tiép vién canh Ada bé gdy am mru
“da vién” ciadich. Sau hai @i giao tranh Téu Poan 635 Bc Viét phai thdo lui vao ng. Trong khido,
Céanh quan Rl sau \6i hoa lyc yéu kém fon do Théu ta Lé \an Tui TrungPoan Pho THit Giap ch huy
vabai Gy Nguyén Vin Sach DT Tiéu Poan 218Q cing ca®bDT/PD4BDQ Trung Gy Ngugn Thanh
Banh va Trung Gy Ngun Vin ChinhbBT/DP3BDQ di doan hau bi Ticu Poan 344 Bc Viét voi quan $
dong dip boi, dungdai bac khéng dit, hoa tién 90ly va stng& tan céng &i tip. Luc hrong o tongda
chéng tra manh IBt, vé sau pli lui vé phia céi doan xe 1 tri vi tri phong th quanh ndt ap chién luoc o
hoang gn d6. Quan taid day lui nhiéu dot tan cong d doi cia Tieu Doan 344 CSBV. Gng may nky c6
cac phin lyc oo F- 100dén tiép aru kip thoi, tha bom napalm vao cag wri Cong quan, b gy duoc lyc
lwong #in cong @a T|eu Poan 344 Bc Viét trongdém 6i va chodén gin sang ngay hdm sau chiidd
chém vé thao ely v& huéng Nam ac theo twrong 16 6C.

Vao 3 giv sang ngay 24/10, 3 Boan 966 ¢a Trungboan 32 Bc Viét chia lam ba i dui tin céng vao
Chién Boan tép vién. Quan ta vaich danh “xap la c& @n trau, khdng tik phan bét dugc ai ladich, ai la
ban. Stng c& nhan véu dan khéng tlé sir dung duoc vi sy 1am ban va b vi tri nén pli s vao quan pic
va dung :3i 18 danh @n chién trongd@m 6i. Chodén gain sang cadon vi dich quan vi bphan kich dr doi
gay 6n hai ning ré phai th&o lui vao tng lan trén.

Sang $m ngay 24/10, cacic thing chy cac khu dai bacdén hai i tri gan khu wre giao tranhié tac »
yém tro cho Chén Doan tép vién. Bén khi mit troi 16 rang vao sang ngay 24/10, khéki diém tinh hinh
thi canh quadau khéng b mat chién xa hay thit van xa nao. Nhing canh quan dirthi bi thiét hai tram
trong: 2 thét van xa M113, 2 xe &n tai 5 tin chy dan duoc, va 2 xe bn xiang b pha hiy; 1 thiét xa M-8, 2
Xe Van tai 5 tin, 1 xeui dat, 2 xe \in ti 3/4 tin va hai klu dai bac 105ly b hu hai ning ré. Chiéu ngay
24/10, sau khitwoc Pleiku tai tép t&, Chién Boan tép aru tiép tuc tién quan vadi lot vaod phuc kich aia
TrungDoan 33 i hoa luc vii bdo ton tran phuc kich ngay hém trgc. Lin nay Chén Boan b khung lai
khong tén léndugc. Mot toan @é 16” diéu khién phao binh ga Sr Poan Khong K My duoc phai 6i tro
gilp doan xe hvay ham. Toan naguroc tryc thing thh ngay xwng dau doan chén xa. H nhay vao nhiing
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chién xa din dau va tr trong xediéu chinh tac x chodai bac kin trai tham phia trréc mit doan chén xa.
Va ar nhr thé, nhy 1an mra phéo tan kbc do xuong phia tirgc mét, Chien Boan fr tir tién ti duoc va trist
ha dan caco phuc kich.

Sang ngay 25/10, tir trong tai Pleime, ndt toan am tir dan dau boi hai Trung $ LLDB My, dung sing
phun fra xéng ra i triét ha duoc mot 6 stingdai lién ciadich quanbén th[ ngay 25/10, Chén Poan tép
ctu tién vao tai Pleime, cm dat sy vay ham tgi caadich qLan. Sang ngay 26/10/1965, Chién Doan
VNCH mo cLoc hanh q[an khiTqlIng can qLét khllvyc qCInh TrallLac 10.15 g0, tring khLChLén Dlan
tién ve philNIm cul/Tral,jmt don vi dich q[én bdng nh(én kh{Thoa dr doi. Cong qlan cb gang ra tay
trudc dé danh phi dau, nheng hy giap phin tng manh kgt boLhollyc hung hallcullcac th(ét van x[] phal]
bmh va khong qlan. Khicl[§c gllltrinh cham dat, hon 140 thay Cong qlan nam 11/t trén Chén dil) 5 bi
bat va it nhat 100 khéc bi thwong, véhon 20 vii khi cong dong bi tich th(]

Tring 5 Ngay Cong quan vay hamdr Pleime, Khong krc HK va VN thrc hién tong dng 300 phi v oanh
tac na xwng dau Trungboan 33 BV quanh 4r. Cac may bayan tai C-123 @wa Khong Quan va CV-2
Caribou @éa Luc Quanda tiép t tha du xwbng trai 333 ngan can anh (tron§ €6 9 ngan can anbt ra
ngoai rao giay &mn gai)dan duroc, thubc men, rong thrc va nrée usng.

Cong quan thit hai rat nang dr6i sicc manh khéng kich ¢a khéng quan NHViét, duong day liéndc gira
BCH trungdoan CSBYV va cadon vi hoan toan bcit dut. Trungboan 33 BV vay ham 4f chi sdng sot
dugc khaang mot dai doi. Trungboan 32 BV phlc kich Chén Boan tép aru bi chét 40% chén binh, trong
d6 c6 2 Teu Poan Tuong chét vi bi thuong, va b mét toan 1§ 18 khiu siing phong khong 12.7ly cuing 11
sting &i. Vi cac chén binh @ia Quanboan 2 va ta Srboan 1 Khéng K My be qay chién dichbong-
Xuan ngay giai doan dau nén Trong V6 Nguyén Giap béc phai tir bo y d6 cit d6i Mién Nam mm
1965-1966.

Tran la-Drang

(Long Arm Reaching)
(tr 28/10/1965ien 18/11/ 1965)

Sau khi lién quan \&-My§ danh kit cong sin Bac Viét (CSBV) ra kfoi vongdai cin ar Pleime va dii vay
chodon vi tra phong, ngay 27/10/1965, B6 Tu Lénh Quan Doan &4 phbi hop véi Bo Tu Lénh hec luong
Hoa Ky tai Quan Khu 2 my mot cupc hanh quan quy méng truy kich 3 trungioan 32, trungioan 33 va
trungdoan 66 CSBW ving nudi Chu Prong. dluc chinh trong ciic hanh quan nay laghsd don vi bo
chién cia Sr Poan 1 Khéng K (1st Air Calvary Division) Hoa K, trongd6 c6 5 téu doan @a cac Trung
Poan 7, 8, va it thanh phn aia Trung Poan 9. Gic hanh quan a1 phat tr Pleiku t&i rong v hudng
bién gisi Mién-Viét. Chi huy tnrc tiép luc hrong xung kich ga cwbc hanh quan giatoan dau |a Bai ta
Harlow Clark, it boan Tirong aia Lir Boan | thye Sr Boan 1 Khéng k. Nhiém wu chinh @a Lir Boan
la thre hién cac cdc hanh quan®chién theo plrong thrc cacdon vi tac chén duoc truc thing vin
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(khéng ky) nhay xubng trén dia tir tryc thing aia cacPai Doi Truc Thing @ hitu dé truy lung va tiéu dit
dich quan.

Giai doan I: (All the Way: ir nga[128/10/1965 dén ngal18/11/1965)

Nga[128/10/1965 Lir Poan | Khéng K duoc truc thing van chy dén phia Tay @&n dil IP1/11(Priéng,

Q[ Thh KllIva s[6[ 1Mo, nolma chién doan VNCH tuée day bi phuc kich trong tin céngdon da vién
Pleime @a CVBV. Bj chi huy Lir Poandoéng &i don dién tra Catecka,am trén Qe 16 19 va cach Qic
16 14d6 4km. Ving hanh quardng lon dén 120kmatugc chia 1am 3 khuwe nhp mang tén 3 ¥Thiéu ta
Tiéu boan Tuong Hoa K: Shoe, Jim, Earl.

Ngal11/11/1965 lac 07.30 gl cac truc thang tham thinh phéat gida $ién dién aia can binh Viét Gng
khlang mot Trihg do[1an khift tring ving thhg liing tal 10 cAl1sd TALN i ci(Tral Pl im[] Lit D(an I
Khong Ky ngl111ap tirc tha xudng mdt Pai Boi Trinh Sat clan danh. Sau @t cugc cham sting, quan CSib
bat ngy nén ot hoang o chay dé lai 20 xAc clét ciing 19 tén bi bat séng. Cwe hanh quarab thanh I&n
dugc khai trén tiép theo va Quan §da kham pha @t bénh vién da chén cip Trungboan ti phia Tay
cua Trai Pleime khang 9km. IDIKK dadot kich it gon toan tlé nhan vién vaith thu nhéu tan cac tring
bi, thLdc mlh va dung cu glaphaliché talltal cac nude cong Sin con mGLng 1 én tong cong tri gd khlang
$40,000.00 My km.

Dén chié[] tring kh{viéc d tan chién lg[pham bang truc thang tiép d&n, mot don vi Cong quan ép Tiéu
Poan thc tring dCan 33 4m tham d[th[én t&gan va muJt Th bL1IvA[Jva tdn cong céc vi tri dong q[4n
cua My ngay i bénh vien (CSBV mwn oru thoat ndt Pai td CS, cé thla bai td Ha Vi Tungdang b
thwong nim diéu tr tai day). Lir Boan | KBKV tirc thoi diéu dong cacdon vi bao vay khu we. Giao tranh
ac liet kéo dai sat nam gio lién. Bén gain sang Gng quan rat lui b lai tai tran 250 x&c, 44 tu binh, phg
doan cédén 200 b thuong rat & huong bién gbi Mién-Viét. Trong tan nay, phia Hoa cé 12 Binh &t
tran, 51 ngroi bi thuong, 8 tre thing ki hu hai. Chié INga12/11, cac don vi My rat khoi khu bénh vién va
tiép tuc truy lung tan quan CS quanhaguan khuit daudo.

\
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Chiém dugc bénh vien da chén aiadich 1a mot kham pha 16n cua Su Doan Khong Ky, ngoai viéc huy diét
cac lyc lugng Viét Cong, nd cing da clng cap cac tai lié['tinh bao q[ ¥ gia, ddc biét 1a mot ban dd ghi rd
cac duong tiép lié[va tién qLan trong chién dich aia CSBV.

Ngay 3/11/1965 lic 2100 gio dém, Tiéu Doan 1/9 KBKV hanh quan ph kich ngay tring tim cua Vung
Chu Prong - la-Dranda ctam dich va tiéu dit mot din vi van chuyén vii khi cip Dai
Doi cua Trungboan 33 CSBVDén 22.00 g d&@m Téu doan 8 thdc Trungdoan 66 ;
CSBV (Trungdoan nay wa mbdi xam ntip vao Namut Tinh Quing Ninh sau 2 thang

16i bo) tro lai bao vay vain cong Teéu Doan 1/9 4i bai dap Mary, Lc lugng hanh '
quan cldng tra manh Iét, giao tranh kéo daién 4.00 gb sang VC rat lui b lai 112
chét (dém duoc xac), hi h 200 khac wdc tinh chét va bi thulng va 30 vii khi tich thall

Séng ngay 4/11/1965 hai Dai Doi B va D aia Tiéu boan 1/8 KBKVdugc tryc thing
van den thay tfe céden vi cham dich tir hdm quadé truy kichdich quan va thugh
chién treong tim thy 22 xac VC thac Trungboan 33 chinh quy.

General Harry W. O. Kinnard

Trong khid6 Pai Boi B caa Tb2/12 KBKV cing cham dich ti gan i tri bénh vién da kham pha mét kho
chon dAlIvii khi qCan trang q[4An dung va thrc phim tai 5 cay s phia Tay cua Trai Pleime, gan canh song
la Meur. VC 1o lai tai tran dia 72 xac cét va mot ti binh théc Trungboan 66/$304 chinh quy CSBV
vira wrot bién gbi vao Nam. \& phia My ¢6 4 tr thulng, 25 b thuing.

Luc lwong hanh quandp tuc truy kichdich qua phia B aia Bénh vién da chén cua VC, céc ciic dung
d6 gia ting, VC bin < vao caailn vi caa Tiéu Boan 2/8 KBKV, chén sr giam arong do khi troi toi.
Trong khid6 cac tu binh fit dugc khai bdo Trungpoan 33dang di chugn vé nii Chu Prong.

Ngay 5/11/1965 Tiéu Poan 2/8 Cavalrytuoc lénh hanh quan dém dich va Phéo binhdn tro duoc di
chuyén tir Cavalairdén Falcon. Nhu trin dung do ddm mélixdy ra tai phia Bic cua song Ia Me (T giira CAC
dCn vi caa Tiéu Boan 2/8 KBKV i Tiéu Boan 6 Trungioan 33 CS kéo dabingay 7/11 méi cham dit.
Tié[1Poan 6 th[6c Tring Poan 33 gan nhu bj tié[1diét v6i 77 xac 1 lai chién treong (dém duoc xac) gan
400 khac udce tinh bi giét va bi thulhg. My phai dungdén 3 chéc Chinookdé cho chién loi pham.

Tirngay 6/11/1965 Lir Boan | KBKV tip trung @ 3 Tiéu Poan tie thube can quét ving am dich c6 dién
tich khoang 2,500km?2 trong 3 ngay lién tiép, hy wng ti€éu dét cac Trungdoan 32 va Trun@oan 33
CSBV, nhung trorng cac ¢l oc dung d thuc hién trén, khong théy tam h(i Trlng Poan 32. Méac du con sb
t6n thulng Viét Cong, gém ca sb trong dot dalJ1én téi 1,500 ngudi, lai tim thdy thém mot trihg doan -
Trlhg Poan 66 - da dugc dua thém vao thé tran.

Giai doan Il : (Silver Bayonet:it Ngay 9/11/1965 d¢én 17/11/1965)

Cuoc hanh quania Lir Poan | Khéng K khdngdanh tringiugc tamdiém trdan aia luc lrong CSBV,
BTL luc hegng tham chén Hoa Ky dua vao cac thong tin tinh bao thiéu s6t nértanh gé c6 thé 1a cac dih
vi ctia Trihg Poan 32 di ch[dn mét vé huéng Pong, do d6 Tuéng Kinnard cho cadln vi thusc
SPIKBKV ti én vé phiaDéng va Nam @a Trai LLDB Pleimedé truy Iing quantich. Ngay 9/11/1965,
LPIIKBKYV do Pai t& Thomas “Tim” Brown chhuyduoc Iénh khdng ¥n vao vungié thay tré LDl cua
Pai ta H. Clark va céc hanh quania LDIIIKBKV duge chlyén trong tam tir TAy sang Pong bat dal Ivao
ngay 10/11/1965.

Trong khi tin trc tinh bao VN ¢a Quarboan Il thi cho Wit Trungdoan 66 CSBV §m 3 TicuPoan 7, 8 &
9 vira moi tir Bac Viét xam nhip vao Ty Nglyén dang ém q[an dong thanh hang doc theo séng Ia-Drang
(lang Tung, phia Tayia Pleime) ma ahlénh  rung rung 3o ra. Trlng Poan 32 dang & phia Bic song la-
Drang trong ciing ving - Tring Poan 33 ciing dang ém q[4n tai cac vi tri ké can lang Anta (theo danh xung
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Viét Cong), cac canh quan nay déu dangd vi tri phia Pong cia rang nii Chu Prong (tirc |a phia Tay ¢a
Pleime).

Theo cungtt ciia mdt s quan chinh tri vién hang binh (Thleu iy CSBV Buii Van CLong - da dau hang lac
8:44 giv ngay 7/11): Séng ngay 11 thang 11, B6 T{/Lénh Tién Ph 'hg B3 cuia CSBV § tri¢u tip mot budi
hop céc trung doan trlong, ké ca chi huy tr[ong ctia Trung Poan 66 méi dit chan téi chlen tr_ong dé diéu
nghién ké hoach cho mét cudc tai tan cong mot mat tran moi. Muc tiéu chinh cta cudc tan cong nay la huy
diét trai LLDB Pleime. Vi tin chic cac luc 1Cong hanh quan cua My va VNCH da danh mat vét tich cua cac
dCh vi cia ho, Mit Tran CSBV cua Chu Huy Man kéi dong thé tran nay dé léy lai [u thé bﬁng mot cudc
tap kich &n thr hai vao tai LLDB Pleime d[ oc an dinh vao ngay 16/11 véi sy tham dr cia ca ba Trung
doan ciing nh[Jmét tiéu doan phao 1201y va mot Tiéu doan sung phong khong hai nong 14.5ly. Ca hai d(h
vi nay dang trén d[ Ong xam nhap va duy tinh s€ téi nli kip thoi.

Nh(ng ké hoach cia Chu Huy Mén sé& chang bao gio c¢6 dip dgc dem ra thyc hién vi chi vai ngay sau do,
ngay 13/11/1965 BTL S[/Doan KBKYV da st dung tin tirc tinh b&o ¢a VNCH cung &p vé vi tri ctia quan
Viét Cong an ndp tai rang nti Chu Prong va quyet dinh danh vao ni ma quan CSB\dang rim phuc kich
chd d6. Ring Chu Prong cadd 720 mét c6 thquan sat Kim soat quanh ving Ia-Drang. Lir Poan 111
KBKYV di danh théc tro lai hLong Tay.

Ngay 12/11/1965 luc 1.15 gid mdt dLn Vi dic cdng CSBV §m 26 I doi trong toan #n kich trang b4
sting i c6 du kichdia phing hong din, dot kich thr sirc vao Hu or Lir Boan Il tai don dién tra
Catekca, (riic dhu c6 ndt Thiéu td Du VNCHdAA cinh céo 1a quania CSBYV th.ong danh saullng Bo

Chi Huy trong liad[n vi vira hoandéi). Nhing nhy ¢6 ché canh phong quan kigmynén cdc dot kich nay
khong thanh céng. & qua dich quanda b xac ti tran 6 tén, bén Hoa Kchét 7 ng vi va hi thiing 23
ng_oi. Tim dCoc hin 100 g6i banh ¢ nd boc pha aadich o lai dé liéng vao trre thing va bn nhién
liéu quanhdo.

i . / Pleiku®
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Chu Prong i dia thé ndi ning trangdiép, Gin or cia by tu Iénh B3 tén phrong gin sat bién dii Mién-
Viét c6 caadon vi yém tro vai nhiéu kho tép liéu. Bo chi huy trungdoan 66 va Tau doan 7 chém mot khu
l&u trai ndi tiép nhaus mat phiabdng, Téu Poan 8d6ng ngay trong thungihg la-Drang cackid 8km.
Mic du noi mét vadaéi khat vidoan duong bon ép, bd doi CSBV phii lam ngay éu trai, dao cong s
phong thi, chuyén ch gao nuéc dan droc tir cac Bm tiép van caa mit tran B3. Trungdoan nayduoc coi
la day du quan 8.

Mi tiéu doan CSBV c6 khing 500 I doi, mdi dai doi c6 tir 100dén 120 ngoi, trang b sing trrdng i
dong AK-47, SKS, tu lién, trung lién, sting phéngd RPG, slingd 82ly va sing khong gi. Pran lon
cac [ doi chua quen i dia tre.

Sang ém ngay 14 thang 11, vao lic girdi sang, & Poan 1 KBKVda phat giac raivri caa Tiéu Boan
9 thuyc Trungboan 66 4i suon ndi Chu Prong. Do, Tiéu Poan 1/7 KK i quan $ khaang 450 ngoi,
do Trung ta Harold G. Moore thuydugc tryc thaing van vao v tri baidap X-Ray @i chan &ng ndi Chu
Prong \i nhiém wvu tim va dét dich. (Trung ta Harold G.Moore, 424y xuat than teong vo i West Point
[6p 1945).

Dia thé viing nay khong nbii cay to nixng kha um tim vaac biét nhicu o voi cao ngangau ngroi bao
quanh nhdu go ndi khong 16, to nhr mot cin nha choi.

Sau 30 pht, & lyc phéo binh, ba tién, khéng quan cay nat b#p, 16 chic trec thing chuyn quan
dugc tryc thing vo trang B tong kit dau d6 Pai Doi B/1/7 (quan & 109 naroi) xudng baidap X-Ray, cach
Pleime kh@ng 14Km \é phia Tay. Baiap chi tiép nhan mdi dot 4 chiéc trec thing do quan,dén 14.00 gb,
sau lon 3 tiéng cH chuyén van duoc % téu doan. Téu Poan Tuong, Trung ta Harold G. Moore, than
chinh cing B chi huy tiéu doan,dai doi xung kich -Dai Doi B - d6 bo ding 10.48 g¥. Pai Doi Truong

Dai Doi B, Captain John Herren lo ilap an ninh ba@ap, ra énh cac Trunddi luc soat cac khuwc
chung quanh va&a tp kich it ngy vao \i tri Tiéu Poan 9/66 trong thchra gin sanging chén. Vao
khoang 11.20 g¥ Tiéu doi cua Trung $John Mingo Bt ngy bat duoc mot td binh CSBV (khdng vd trang),
tén nay khai la dhin chuwdi thay awm trong rim ngay qua va cho &icé ba Téu Poan thic Trungdoan

66 CSBV hén dong quanh nui Chu Prong.

Ldc 12.10 gb, cacPai Doi A, quan $ 106 ngroi do Dai iy Tony Nadal chhuy. Va C Captain Bob
Edwards chhuy, ding lan lrgc duoc tha xudng. Sau khité quan caaon vi duoc bung 6éng ra bic soat
chung quanh baiap X-ray. Trung ta Moordiéu dongDai Doi C (Charlie) th mat Tay, DD A (Alfa) tha
phia Tay HEc, vabb B (Braovo) thi mat Bong Bic. Bo chi huy Tiéu Poan tén tha phiabdng Nam. Mt
dong si can chay dai tr Tay Nam 6m sat béiap 1én lwréng Bong Bic gin toi bai dap Albany xa khang
3 dam.

Khi chiéc truc thing dau tién baydén, cac tay chhuy trungdoan 66 va tiu doan 9 CSBWangdi diéu
nghiéndia thé & by Séng la-Drang, cachondong quan hang de cay $. Chinhuy trungdoan 66 |a
Nguyén ngpc Chau va Tau doan trong tiéu doan 9 éng khéng c6 it ¢ bo chi huy. Tir bo tu 1énh mbi
thiét 1ap tréndinh Chu Prong, Ngun hitu An ch huy mit tran B3 tién phrong  ra mt tinh than khi thiy
may bay va phéo binh tan pha ni déng quan fiu doan 9 Wi nhitng dot truc thing nhao xéng phia bén
kia nui.

Dudi tran mra bom, cac im tién tiéu dia Tieu doan nayda ki tiéu dit gon, tiéu doan 9 khong phat & ra
la Linh My dang ten toi, chodén khi con cactdo 100 mét b mai bict. Quan My chia thanh hai canh,dh
tien thang vaodai doi 11 aia tiéu doan 9 va it danh tting vao 1B chi huy tiéu doan.
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Khoang 12.45 gio, cac Trung doi tién dén cua Pai doi B (1st Platoon, Li ‘utinant Al Dlynly; 2nd Platoon
Lilut[hant Hlnry H(trick and th(13rd Platoon, Lilut ‘nant D ‘nnis Dal) bat dau cham dich trong mot cude
do sung véi tam murc twong doi nhe va Cong quan @ng kit dau phao vao wvtri dong quan.

Cudc nd sung ft dau, tiéu doan 9 CSBV @n nhr bj té ligt. Riéngdai doi truongdai doi 11 & gang ckong
dd cupc tan coéng, nieng chinh ti vién tiéu doan hang sy, ngrdi tam thay téu doan tirong ch huy, hin
chén chan dai ham, tiéu doan coi nlr khéng c6 ngoi chi huy. Tiéu doan tuong tir bd Séng la-Drang
chay tro vé don Vi, gap dai do6i 11 khaing not gio sau, nlexng khéng liéndc dugc voi ai trongdon vi.

(Tran danh ti bai dap X-Ray la tin danh kinh hoang ritt chodoi Trung td H.G. Moore ma sau nay 6ng
thang lén dp Thiéu tréng Vin khong tai nao quéduoc, Tiéu doan 1/7 ma 6ng la &l Doan Tuong, don
vi cha yéu trong tén danh X-Ray ma phirinh Hollywood @i 1a “We were Soldiers” sau 3%m ho dung
lai mot doan danhdé doi cua Trung ttong H.G Moore.)

Vao ltic 14.00 gi, Nguyén Hitu An ra Bnh cho hai tlu doan 7 & 9 @a Trungdoan 664ong laat tin cong 3
mit vao bai dap X-Ray. Ngay luc d6, Pai Poi Truong Pai doi B bao céo bi it nhat hai dai doi dich tin

céng. Gng quan4p trung hba fyc bin xdi xa vao hai trungioi di diu vada gay thét hai kha ring cho hai
trungddi nay va Trung doi 2B1/7 ciia Trung uy Hlnry Hirick bén canh phai da dudi theo ndt damdich
quanan hién phia anh sron phii va da tién xa fon 100 thrc, nén tach bi khoi dai doi. Khi téi mot
khaing trong, trungddi bat ngy cham tran ton 50dich quan. Herrick binfirth chi huy Trungbdi tan cong
va gay throng vong cho bin phan ra $ dich ma khong bton thit naodang K. Cong quan sadoé bu hi
bao vay va chia cat Trung Dol 2B1/7 cach xa Bu Poan boi mot luc lwong VC dong dao. Cudc cham sung
gia ting cuong do, Hitrick cap toc lién lac voi dai doi, ddng thoi thiét 1ap chu vi phong th tai mot go dat.
Trong vong 25 phut giao trandé c6 5 quan M bi tir thuong trongdd c6 Trungbdi Truong Herrick.
Truéc khi hy sinh vién Thiu Gy nay contu binh tnh béo cdosanh em bthuong vong chatai doi, trao
quyén chi huy ki cho Trung sPalmer, va ra Iénh phaymat ma ,ddng thyi van con tnh tdo @i phéo binh
ban yém trg roi budng may rati. Nhung ding khong lau sado ci hai Trung $Palmer va ngoi phu ta la
trung § Stoke @ing b dan dich dn nga. Trungisnhit Savage I&n dthuy va lién tic kéu phéao binh rih
dan chinh x&c vao quéatich dang bao vayit bé. Téi lic nay trungioi da cé 8 ngoi chét, 13 naroi bi
thwong. Nhrng nhy sy binh tnh cH huy aia Savageing nhr Idng can trong aia y ta Charlie Lose,dil
chét bo tnron dudi 1an dan ciadich dé bang bé throng tich chatong doi. Trungdoi duoc ménh danh 1a “xé
|6” @4 giir vitng M tri chién ddu trong sit thoi gian b Cong quan Bc Viét bao vay vaan cong.

Nhitng Binh g cia Dai i B/1/7th Cavalry luc soat khu wc quanh X-Ray
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Khoang 2:30,Pai Doi D (Delta) dobai Gy Ray Lefebvre chhuy wi quan $ day du dugc truc thing van
d6 xuong, nhr vy la TD1/7 da c6 nit ca 4 don vi cap dai doi A, B, C, D.Pai d6i D da nhanh chéng xen
vao cung 3tai doi kia lap tuyén phong th. Trihg kh{do phaUcoLBO va 81ly cuadich tlep tuc rot x [ 6ng
baldap, Cong qLan ngay cang #in toi tir phil nalJPal do[ A 1én duoc d/éu dong dl chlyén s[hg bén canh
tral cadal do[ B dé bal1vé canh suon. Daldo6[ C duge 1énh chém mot vi tri ngan chan bén nglal bal dap
vé phil N m va Tay n'm d¢ tranh ch[Jbi[ d4p kho[bi tran ngap va cing dé balvé canh suon tral ¢l Hdall
doA. Tiéu doan trdong Moore éngda gi phao binh va khdng quargm tro to[ &[] Hol lyc khong yém
va phal lyém duoc 1énh ban pha vallphan vih trén nil va t[én dan Ién ni[ dé chan duong v(én q &n cil
dich t&[baldap tir huéng Tay va Nim.

Dot doi bom dia Khdng quanwa dit, Cong quan i khoang 400 ténit Chu Prong tran »éng chc theo
dong sii can, chia lam hai cantin cdng trrc dién dai doi A va danh ttéc vao anh sron dai doi C véi y
dinh cke lyc eong My rllam h[1JMot Tyc lugng VC it nhat cling mat daldotén doc th(lvin phil [ Tay
cul bl dap tin cong toc dién vaobai Doi A. Giao tranh bungddir doi. Nho 2 khau dai lién M-60 do cac
binh ntit Ladner va Adams laaxtha, cach nhau khéng quéa 1Qrtic. Ho da quat lién tuc, d6n nga nhiu
dot tin cdng éa Gng quan gay nbu tn that chodich.

Ngl[y khicloc gllltrlnh véLdaldoA bung nd, mot luc lwong khac gdm tir 175-200 dich qL4n tén tGball
dap va danh thang valda’do[C. Pich q[4n bi chan dimg va nh(éu bd do[d3 bj ngd guc dudi hoa luc aia
cac khiu dai lién khi od xong té chém cir baldap. CLoc glltrlnh ké[1dalkhlAng mot tiéng rudchIdén
khCdich bi ré 1 an do hinh bloc phaltha 1T duélhoa hrc khong kich va phalkich, 16[th(TInh[&[Ixac
chét va q[4n si bj thuong.

Nov. 14, 1965; 2:45 pm. y
Rﬁ Lt. Herrick's

/ isolated platoon

Dry creek bed

<

Moore's
/~ command post

LZ X-RAY

Tran danh tai bai dap X-Ray

Luc 15.30 gi, hoUlye dich bat dath yén gldm dudLstc phan cong cuh[Tda doLC va D, CLoc tan cong
caa hp bi khung lai vi ton that kha nhéu. Chung rat lui @ phia &rng cay sau ningdam & voi.

Ranh t(y, TP an Truong MLt r[1énh cac don vi lo di tan theong binh tu &a i tri phong th va tal
phé tri luc lwong. S11d6, ddu dong mdit cLoc tin cong dé tén té @i cirITring 46 2B1/7 culIH trick
dlng vi blIIvay. HlIdai doi tién quandugc ching 70 thrdc doc theo b swbi thi bi mot to dai lién caadich
bd tri sau not go nbi, khai vad at, gay nhéu tir thuong cho Binh & Thiéu Gy Marm, nét minh kn ra
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phia sau go 6i, tung trng dot lyu dan va kin ria M-16 vao é dai lién dich, ha sat i chd 12 tén, trongto
cO tén quan chhuy aia chung.

T6( Thc nay khi ang 17.40 gld, chléu ndi niing dd xubng that mau. Trung ta Moore rgrih cho 2dai doi
quay to lai vi tri xuit phat é thia quadém. Tam thoi kiém diém quan 8 thidai doi B thiét hai 47 (ké ca 1
Si Quan),dai doi A bi 34 (3 SQ)dai doi C bi tin c6ng fing nHit nheng ch bi thiét hai c6 4 ngwi. Vé phia
Cong quan thit hai rat 16n, xacdich ngn ngang chung quanh i cia tiéu doan khong kp ¢ém.

Kh(ang 18.00 gl&, Paldd[ B thldc TEId an 2/7 d6 bo dé tang cudng ch[1TiéuDoan 1/7. Phao Binh tac
Xa bao vé tuyén phong tli cho caalon vi st dém K ca TrungDboi dang B bao vay. ki dung bongdém,
Cong quanda tin cong trungtoi nay ba dn, nhrng déu bi day lui vi stng, ru dan mic du quan&trung
ddi nay cH con 7 ngoi khoe manh Wi 13 bi thwong va 9 & tran. Cong quanda dung “Tu Va” thi dé thac
quan, hong uy &p tinh thin va mong dt diém d6i phuong. Tir noi xa, phaodoi ban da bin dén viéndan
thr 4 ngan trongiém.

Ngay 15 thang 11 nam 1965

Vi bi ton thit ning val b6 ch(é[] dich chi danh dam nhe x [hg q[Thh ch{v[phong thi vallbln dém. Con
Tring d6[bi co lap thi bi blldot tdn cong riéng r& nhung nho vallhélyc phalican phong 1:én tuc, khitrd(]
sang, nh’é[Ixac dich ndm ngdn nglng x[hg q [nh Trlhg d6L Thuong t& Ngugn Hitu An tirc gian hai Téu
Poan tin cdng quan N khi chra kip 6 chic phong thh ma khdng lam giuoc nén tung thém é tiéu
doan @a Trungboan 33 4p kich dip ratdé tin cdng vao quan Mltc 2 giy sang, niing don vi nays
khoang cach xadi lac dwong va b muc tiéu vi dungién pin chéu sang khi di chudn nén b phi co My
phét giac va oanh kich.

Khlimit troCvir116 dang, dich qLan ta[ x4t hién va dong 1 at tn cong tir blphi N m, Tdy Nim va Dong
Nim. Vallkh(ang 07.30 gl&, h[ITéu Poan 7/66 CSBV va H1%m céng vao tu§n phong th caa cacbai
Doi A, C & D. Pich qLan dd dichlyén gan sat ch v phong thu mic du bj phaIbmh, bich kich phallva
khong kich tiép can gdy ton that ning né. C6 nhi8Ic e danh xap 1a ca xay rlJ Luc 8.00 lon, hai plan luc
co F-100 baydén yém tro, oanh 4c lam vaodon Vi ban lam clét thém ndt sd nguoi.

MOVEMENT, 2d BN, 5th CAV
15 NOVEMBER 1965
(Not to scale)

.|

or TANGO

VICTOR

CHU PONG
MOUNTAIN

) QO
XY ANKEE WHISKEY
0

Vallkhang 09.10 g(&, th(1116i yéu du cia Trung ta Moor®ai Doi A/TD 2/7 dobai uy Joel Sugdinis dh
huy duoc truc thing van toi tiép vién. BB nayduoc diéu dong tram vao khing tr6ng tiép theobai Poi C.
Sau @n 2 tiéng mrdi giao tranh, quan CS ratll Xéc dich, vii khi va q[An cy ndam ngdn nglhg day vih b
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va phia tedc chu vi phong th. C6 diu Vét chi cho thiy nhiéu xacdich va throng binhdich dugc 16i kéo ra
khoi khu wrc giao tranh.

Pon vi thigt hai nhat thuoc quyen Trung tA Moore I&ai doi C. Quan 8 tai hang khi clradung trn thi dai
doi C nay @m c6 5 $quan va 106 Binhisben 2 giv trua ngay 15/11 khi kim diém tinh hinh thi toan th
Si quandai doi C deu hy sinh, Binh 842 ir thuong va 20 bthuong.

Luc 11.30, ki Boan Il tung Téu Poan 2/5 do Trung ta Bob Tully thuydd bo tir baidap Victor i tién
séat ti bai dap X-ray lic 12.05 @idé giai cu Trungdoi 2B 1/7dang \i bao vaybich quan chkhang &
nhe va Trungboi duoc giai thoat Itc 15.10 @i. Pon vi nay gm 29 naroi con ki 7 ngedi khoe manh 13
nguoi bi thuong, tinh thin con 6t va chi b 9 ctét ké ca TrungDoi Truang va Trungdoi Pho. Tat ca nhitng
naguoi bi thuong va clét déu duoc di tan. BP@madén, Luc luong My lai bé tri phong thi quadém thir nhi.
Tiéu Poan 2/5 CAVdugc giao cho phong thmot nra chu vi ¢ diém.

Ngay 16 thang 11 &m 1965

Ngay nay frc lugng phong th da c6 2 Téu boan, nling wrongdich quan & thao lui vi thét hai qua nhéu,
yéu t6 bat ngy, lay nhiéu danh itda that bai... Nnung Chu Huy Man raghh danh tép.

Pém trii qua yéninh dén 04.00 gb sang, B thong min tr dong va trai sang quanh tri phong th bi kich
hoa, phao binh in cin phong sét dém ding khéng ngn duoc dich quan i mot luc lwong gom 250-300
nguoi len qua manuéi thép &n cong tr phiabéng Nam. Phi e tha trai sangtugc goi dén. Bich quan lién
tuc tin céng lbn dot, giao tranh &n chién dm mau chatén 7 giv sang. Trung ta H. G. Moore yééuc
phéo binh bn vao khu wc hang rao &m gai quanh ti. Loat dan n6 chup quanh rao lamit ca cacdich
guandang tén vao doanh #i déu bi tur thuong cach hang rao phongitkhéngday 3 mét. Nhr vay phao
binh da b giy cuwc dot kich va gaydn that ning ré chodéi phuong.

Lic 8.00 gb sang cong dic tim va can quét quankircar dugc thuc hien boi tat ca cacdon vi trong plam
vi phong thi. Xacdich bo tai tran trén 200 am la liét khap cung khu wc va thu from duogc v6 $ vi khi.
DPai Boi B/1/7 c6 9 Binh Bbi thuong.

Tong két toan tran danh kéo dai lién uc trong 48 tiéng dong hd, dich quan tn that tai X-ray gom:

- Chét dém duogc xac: 634. Cét xac mangti (u6c tinh): 1,215
- Bj bat: 6

- Vi khi b tich thu: 141

_ Vi khi bi pha fiy: 100.

V& phia Téu Doan 1/7 CAV thi 79 quan &j thiét mang va 121 bthuong duoc lénh lui V& Pleikudé chinh
trang. L0c 3.00 gi chieu, Tieu boan 1/7 ban giao X-Rayilcho Tieu doan 2/7 do Trung ta Robert Mac
Dade va Téu Poan 2/5duoc goi dén thay tlt.

Trungdoan 66 CSBYV bton thit ning ré trong tén danh X-ray la vi b bi Tiéu doan 1/7 4n coéng it ngy
(ph&o binh tac xngoai rao phong ) va cac candchi huyda khéng khéoisdungdia thé. Cac chén
thuat caa ho hdu nhr dya vao “bén ngroi” va ho qua tr tin 1a cwc tin cdng éa ho s3 lam cho Téu doan
1/7 ra ng rit mau chong, ida khong & dung cac v khi ayng dong trong khi in cong. (tlt ra cac khu
sting éng dong va 18 khu stng phong khéngia hy déu da hi chién doan QLVNCH gii vay Pleime tiéu
diét)
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117 Heliborne combat
assult to X-Ray from
Pleiku, Nov 14

SOUTH VIETNAM

Assault of 217 by PAVN,
Nov 17

OLZ Columbus

Artillery g
support

Column splits
11:58 am

: : LZ Falcon
Chu Pong Massif B-52 strikes,

11:17 am, Nov 17

PAVN retreat,

‘ fo: S L. r

CAMBODIA Y Nov16 im7 & 2 L2 Vieto
\e o & PAVN 66 Regiment attacks, 0 2 4o
s § Nov 14— 16

Tran danh la-Drang cia SP1 Ky Binh Khéng Vin
Ngal 117 thang 11 nam 1965

Tu chiéu Ngay 15 thang 11, cac phong phao co B-52 di tham gia vao tran danh vdi it nhit ndm phi vy oanh
tac Moi ngay tai rang noi Chu Prong. Ngay 17/11, cac muc ti€u oanh tac trai tham aia phao dai bay B-52
cling bao gobm quanh khu vuc nUI Chu Prong Iuonadoal dap X-ray. Hai Tiéu doan 2/7 va 2/5 duoc 1énh di
chuyén ra cach bai dap 3 cay s6 vé hudng Béc va huéng Dong Bic toi hai bai dap khac goi la LZ Albany
va LZ Columbus. Viéc di chuyén ciing dua trén uée tinh 1a dich da rat lui vé huéng d6. Vao budi chiéu
ngay hom trude, mot tryc thang da bi bén rot trén vung do, sy di chuyén cua dich cing nhim tan cong vi tri
phao binh nam phia Pong bai dap X-ray, da timg yém trg hitu hi¢u cho tiéu doan 1/7 trong hai ngay chot.
Vao khaing 9 gi sang, hai Tiéu Doan bat dau di chuyen theo hai huéng khac nhau, TD 2nd/7th dudi sy
chi huy aia Trung ta Robert McDade di chimydén LZ Albany kh@ng 3km & huéng Bic-Dong Bic va
TP 2nd/5th do Trung ta Bob Tully thuy di chugn vé LZ Columbus khéang 3km hréng Pong Bic. Sau
khoang 3 gbv di chuyén TD2/5 dén duoc myc tiéu LZ Columbus. Trong khi6, Tiéu doan 2/7 do Trung ta
McDade cti huy ding Mradén vi tri Albany vao IGc 1@t 30 tnra thi b lot vaod phuc kich @a caadon vi
CS it d6ng quan & dang mm chy noi do tir lau. Caaton vi CS nay §m cé Téu doan 1/Trungdoan 33
CSBV, BCH/Trungioan 33 cung & Tb8/Trungboan 66 nt don vi trir bi con sung®&c aia Chu Huy
Man.

Bo chi huy aia TB2/7 di ¢au cung Wi trungdoi Trinh Séat ko vé, khi i noi, todn trinh sat #t dugc 2 tén
VC d6ng cldt dang im nga. Bit duoc th binh Trung td Mc Dade chénh doan quan dng chan nghmét
réi dngdich than thm van 2 tén Vet cong. Ching khaiang Tiéu Poan 8/66 hin dang cé nit quanhday.
Trung ta Mc Dade @ cacbai Doi Truong dén hop dé ban Enh. Ngay khi Téu Boandang hop thi Gng
quan nit loat xung phongan céng vao quan M

Loi dung lGc quan Nt dang rim ngpi ngon ngang nghmet, Cong quan hangam ténddng loat xung
phong. Mt canhdanh trrc dién don vi dan dau aia Tiéu Poan 2/7 va canh khatanh vao enh sron phia
bén phii hay phiabdng trong mt doi hinh phuc kich chir L. Cong quanin cong dr doi vao phong tugn
M¥ bang du loai vii khi va ludn & danh xap la ca. 8chi huy Tiéu Doan 2/7 hoan toan b2 liét, bi ca mot
lyc lwong ddngdao dich quanin cong. Trong @i phatdau tién b tin cdng, lir Poan hay tin ning khéng
thé lién lac duoc.
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Tran chién kéo dai chatén troi téi, dich quanda cit Tiéu doan 2/7 ra thanhrhg ming, Cac BinhsHoa
Ky phai an minh trong cacivtri kin daodé tu chién dau. Gong quanda gay thét hai 50% quan & cho Téu
doan 2/7. Luc nay quan Bloa Ky gan hét dan vi hau hét tit ca quan nhan Hoa Kkhi méi dung tan vao
gio phatdau thi by ban hét phan rira $ dan mang theo. Quarni Bloa Ky thuong y y khi danh tén, bin cho
hét ga, kin cho séng tay, cang 4n nhiu thidich cang cht nhiéu. Roi trc thing € cho dan drgc dén
khéng @n phii lo. Nhung khi tire thing hi ludi phong khéng pichup xubng thi vic tiép € khong tié
thuc hién duoc.

Luc 3:00 chéu, Pai Boi B cua Tiéu doan 1/5 K Binh doDai Gy Buse Tullyduoc lénh di chugn tir LZ
Columbus vao phia saua Tiéu Boan 2/7 cackié khaing hai dm (3km). Luc 16:30, f1da tiép cin duoc
véi Dai Boi A/2/7 caabai Uy George Forrest. M truc thang tan thuong da ha canh an toan va ithg
thuong binhd& duoc di tan. Lic 18:25, cadon vi nayda nHin duoc lénh © chac vi tri phong th dém chu
vi 2 Pai Doi. Cacbai Boi C va A i mit 70 ngroi ngay trong nitng phitdau. Dai Doi C thiét hai nang
nhat 45 ngroi chét va hon 50 ngroi bi thuong; cac phong phaad-1E Skyraideduwoc goi dén yém tro
tha bom napalm. Tuy nhién, da@ng mu va g xen & cia quan hai bédanh xap la ca, nén éa khdng
kich kém h¢u qua.

Tiéu Doan 2, lir Boan VII d& gom hi mot chu vi nto tai Albany bao ¢m nhirng ngroi sdng sét daPai
Doi A, Trungddi trinh sat,Pai Doi C, Pai Poi D va BCH Téu Poan. Cach xa kiimg 500m ¢ phia Nam
la Dai Doi A/2/7 ciaPai Uy George Forrest, va dli doan 1/5 K Binh. Vao khang 10 gb dém, céc trc
thang tn thuong da dap duoc xudng Albanydé di tan nhirng throng binh nic dadan phong khéngia
dich quan dy dic. Pém ¢ toandich quandi thanh toan clén treong. Tat ca tir thi déu bi dich quantam
swt tir tim ra sauung, di fr thi d& ctet tir Jau. Théu Gy G. A. Custer omiéng phéo &t ngang chanjang
nam chy chét. Xung quanh anh toan lawg chét xép lop. Anh dén ta khi nghedich quan &i thanh toan
chién treong” nhu sau:

“Ho di hang ngangulsi 1& kéo dai &t nhon tir sing AK-47, b dén tirng ngroi 1at ngra xac ra va da hrdi
lé vao ngay timdi 4n xubng. C6 xac cét tir 1au thi téng hudi 18 hay cay &t nhon dam vao tim, #ng nghe
rat don: “Xut xut... Otot”, c6 nan nhandang Hip hdi bi dam st vao tim thi ngoi s& cong 1én va héth
lan cwi”. Tiéng thét nayteodang theo Thiu Uy G. A. Custer si doi, tir la-Drangdén tan Chicago oi
ma Thiéu 0y & an drdng cuc doi phé binh 37 rim sau.

Khi dén cach Thiu Gy chng vai mét thi c6 e trai thim cia B-52 nén THu Gy Custer ngheding kén
thoi lui quan @adich. Va tr d6 6ng khdng con nghe gira chodén 3 tuan sau 4i phong Hbi Sinh @ia kénh
Vién Hoa Ky dong ti phi truong Cu Hanh Pleiku.

Ngay hém sau, 18/11, Cdon vi My bt dau kiem ké hi tran danh ti LZ Albany, xac clét d6i bén am la
liét trén chén dia. Tong két phia My thiét hai 155 tr thuong, 124 b thueong va condi 171.

Vé phiadich quan 403 xadém dugc, tich thu 147 stngdu loai. Va sau Bt lyc lwong My rat khoi LZ
Albany.

Tran danh la-Drangitng duoc xung tung la chén thing ngan muc caa quandsi Hoa ky, nhung theo nhiu
nha binh I@n cho la ndt tham hoa ma trongté khaing 300 I binh My thiét mang vi ép chi huy qu
quang wung . Vai hoa Iyc yém trg huing fu tir B-52, khu toc, phan lyc a va phao binhang i toc do
chuyén quan thn toc aia trc thing van va long ding cim chién du kién GJ:orng aia ngroi linh, tirng dy
wu diém dang ly phii de bep dbi phuong. Vay madé roi ctr 4 linh My tham chén ti la-Drang thi c6 1
nguoi bo mang, the chi dong chén treong tan theo may khoi vadm tin vao ndt thé thuong phong aa
Hoa Ky ciing tri¢t tiéu.
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Tro lai phan phan tich #n chién, nhiéu ngroi dong y 1a bi 1am dau tién dia cac Téu Poan Tuong lada
khong thu thp tin tirc tinh bao ¥ baidap X-Ray vadiém toi LZ Albany. Cac Ong an phii biét rd v dich
tinh, dia thé va thi tiét. Cac Ong chlo tim Vi tri baidap va khongté y den dich quan duang quan & dich
uac tinh & trungdoan. H chon baldapdo qguan cho cic hanh quanat gan noi dich quandangan nap
trong day ndi Chu Prong. Tinh béo &htreong aia ho cho bét 1a chic chin quandich dangd bién gbi
Kampuchia i 1au i, vi quanh ndi Chu Prondpan phi @ tham thinh khéng #ly diu hiéu dich quan nhr:
diu chan trén cat hayckhdng co du hiéu khoi riu an, khdng c6 canh cayag khi dai quandi qua, it ca
an toan cho baté quan. Nieng it ca da lam.

Noi day Tiéu doan hanh quada cham dich &c Iét, dén ndi ho phai kéu phaatai bay B-52 di bom lira sat
phong tugn aia hy. Lénh nayduoc 14p lai 3 1an thi phi cong B-52 i dam thi hanh. Sado cac phi v B-
52 d4anh bomién 18 kn trong ngay. B-52&uoc lénh tir Pleiku tai tham bom toan thndi Chu Prong ¢in
dich quanianh xwéng khu wrc Hoa Ky viradé quan vadong thyi ciing chin bit conduong rat quan ga
Tuéng Chu Huy Man chy trén sang Kampuchea.

Hanh Quan Tin Phong 7
(tir 18/11/19657én 26/11/1965)

Chién boanbac Nhiém Nhay Du Viét Nam tham chiin (giaidoan 3 tir Ngay 18dén Ngay 26/11/1965)

Theo tai lgu tong két caa BTL/Quanboan II: Trong @m Ngay lién tép, tr 15dén 19 thang 11, cac phéng
phéo © B-52da bay éng &ng 96 phi w. Tung khu wre mot, cac khu vc aia ring ndi Chu Prong - M
khu 20mi2 - tdn t trai qua mdt con dong dat tir Tay sangddng. Cac congusva Hm h trude nayda ting
khénganh hrongdén cac céc khong #p hay phaodp bit dau bi cac trai bom 750 can anhrtrtiép danh
sap. Lop cay |14 ing am khdng con fiu hiéu cho céng \ic an nap kn bao che. “@a Hu” vao Gim Bot bj
déng ki va dé tron thoat, tan quan ¥ Cong chi con hi thung king eo kp aia la-Drang. Hao mondb
nhirng thit bai va ton that lién tiép, hu ar tai Chu Prongdi dang b B-52 pha ly, cwi cing Vigt Cong
thoi ad gang va phan tan thankbirig toan nb rat lui vé huéng bién gbi. Udc tinh tinh béo & kha nang
dich, thrc hién vao ngay 17 thang 11 do céc toaétBlach Du hanh quéan tang hinlkgiongdich, bam
theo sattich quan trong khi chiing di chéryva hanhiong nhr tai mit caa QLVNCH béo céo twng
xuyén fit ca moi vi tri va di chugn aiadich quan, cho tty 1a d¢in 2/3 krc luong aia hy bj tiéu hao trong
nhitng tran giao tranhy giai doan | va giaidoan Il. B Tu Lénh Quanboan Il sau khi nghe béo caétkjua
tir phia Hoa K tai tran danh X-Ray trong thundihg la-Drang, nén qiy dinh tung lic Luong Pic

Nhiém Nhay DU tnr bi gom 5 Tiéu Poan Ny Du thién chién cia QLVNCH dé can quét nfm vao hai #u
doan Vit Cong 635 va 344 cling cac thanhipteon hi caa mroi hai tiéu doan théc ba trungtoan 32, 33
va 66 CSBV va bic dich phii sa vao By cac lrc lugng aia ta gliing ra va xatay ho vao cacé trinh rat lui
ma ching taa dr liéu, chén dich mang tén Tan Phong-7. n nay @ lyc chinh & hai Cléh Boan Nty
Du QLVNCH véi sir mang ngin chin va tiéu dét cacdon vi CSBV h danh hi trong thungiing la-Drang
dang tim cachiao thoat sang Kampucheang thoi triét hiy tat ca cAc @ s cia chiing xung quanh thung
ling. Sr boan 1 Khéng i Hoa Ky trudc nay ganh diu sr tan cong, 8 tiép tuc tao &p lrc tir Déng sang
Tay va cungig phao ¥m cho hai Chin Boan Nty Du. Cwc hanh quan “Tin Phong 7” kbi su tir
chiéu ngay 18 thang 11 khi hai Ghiboan Nhy Du Pac Nhiém VNCH gdm 5 Tiéu Poanduoc Phiboi
C-130 @ia Phiboan 7 KQHKdA van chuyén khan dp tir cac i khac nhau, nin Sai Gon, Bién Hoa, dhg
Tau, Pha Yén véua i san bay vungit do Buc Co va tr d6 trgc thing vin xudi Nam xéng ving thung
I[ting hanh quan.

Chién Boan Nhiy DU khsi sy do Trung ta Trong Quang An lam Chih Doan Tirong Wi 1,500 chén binh
dugc khdng vn dén vung hanh quan vao ngay 17 va 18/11/1965:

* Tjéu Poan 3ND do THiu ta Trong Ké Hung l1am Téu Boan Tsong
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* Tiéu boan 5ND, Theu ta Ngugn Khoa Nam lam Bu Doan Tueng
* Tiéu Doan 6ND Pai Gy Nguyén Van Minh lam Téu Doan Toong.

Hanh Quén Than Phong 7
T6 Chuc Luc Lugng

I @ZKB/US
<.Support .

J
E\[Z\ VN {‘ B52/US
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V& sau, Trung td Ngd Quangukmg duoc Tusng Du Quoc Béng, Tu Lénh SOND chi dinh CH Huy Lyc
Luong bac Nhigm Nhiy Du va ting arong thém hai Tau boan 7 & 8 Nliy DU, ép toc dugc khdng ¥n
den phi trong Bace Cltrlng ngay 20/11/1965:

* TicuDoan 7 Nliy DU do Théu td Ngugn Ba Tuoc lam T
* Tieuboan 8 Nly Du do Théu tAd Ngugn Van Tho lam TDT.

Ngay 18/11/1965 Lit Boan Il KBKYV truc thing van do TH2/5 Khdng K; xudng baidap Crook thét 1ap
can ar hoa lyc Phao Binhié yem tro cho Chén boan DU VNCH vao vung harfuén. Ngay 19/11/1965
Tieu boan 1/5 Khoéng K ciingdugc Iénh thiet 1ap va gir an ninh baioé quéan Golf.

Ngay 20/11/1965 Pai td Thomas “Tim” Brown ban giao vung trach éi chién dich chobai ta W. R.
Lynch L Do;%m Tuong LBIIKBKV, BCH L &r boandéng ti Trai LLDPB buc Cidé phoi hgp hanh quéan
véi BCH Chien boan Nhy Du VN.

Bo Chi Huy hanh Quan Chin boan Ny DU ¢4 cho phéo binh taawao nhing n'i nghi ngy Cong quan
trG an, saudd cho caatln vi Nhay DU tree thing van dap xubng ki cac tang tdng phia Ec caa Song la-
Drang vair d6 tung quan ing qua séndéng clt doc theo trén nti Chu Prong. Trong khi di chéry, cac
dln vi Nhay DU da nhin tly rat nhiéu xacdich ckét ngon ngang datan phao binh taca

Tring muolhgdy “tim va d[@t” - tir ngy 18 dén 26 thang 11 - nhiéu cudc gl tr(nh xay rltr_hg thung
ling song 1+Drlng glit[Icac d[h vi DU va dich. Nhung phan dong 1a nhitng cudc dung do nho vl cac phan
tor VIgt Cong tan mac. Tinh trang tlh vo cullcac dlh vi dich da dugec mot Trung o[ truong cul 'Trung
D(4n 32 BV mo ta trhg cudn s6 nhat ky nhu sl u:

“ToLwirduge bo nhém lam trung do [ trudng valngay thi thinh linh quan linh du dich dugc tung valigan
ving ching to[ d6ng quan. Chiing to[ bat ¢au d[ chuyén val/dém 18 thang 11. Chung t6[tép tuc d[ chuyén
dé rlkho [ vong vay dich. Ngay hom slu, qulimot dém va té[ngay 20 thang 11. Vallluc 01.30 gl& ngay 21
thang 11, chiing té [ dugc 1énh sin sang chImot cudc tién cong. Valluc 07.00 gl ching tO[ 16 mdt xOm
lang... va lac 07.30 g[& téLkhu tap trung. Chic dich méL 1 Tnh tac khu vuc ndy vi mit dat 1[Ing 16 nhitng hd
t[1 Chiing t6[ khong kho[ 14y lam 4 ngalChing t6¥irphén tan thi thinh linh phlcdich lalxkuat hién va
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ria dan vao vi tri chiing t6i. Trung doi cua t6i co ba dong chi bi giét. Chung t6i ciing thiét hai mot s6 16n
dan dugc va quan cu...”

g " X £% )
NCIEZHNEZR CaSC X InL T 252N / \ =

Phéngdd hanh quan Thin Phong 7 theo BTL @ II, Why Pleime 1966

Cudc giao tranh 16n nhit trong giai doan nay xay ra vao lic 14.40 gid ngay 20 thang 11, tai phia Bic song

la-Drang. Lan nay 14 1an tht hai trong tran Ia-Drang Viét Cong roi vao 6 phuc kich cua ta va hing chiu ton
hai nghiém trong (phuc kich 1an thir nhit vao ngay 3 thang 11, boi Tiéu Doan 1/9 éa Su Poan 1 Khong
Ky). Trung Poan 32 CS Béc Viét ¢ tinh ém quan trong subt dot hai, cudi cting bi tim thdy va budc phai
chién ddu, mic du c¢b né tranh dung do cang nhiéu cang tot. i

Sang ngay 20 thang 11, TD3ND duoc 1énh di chuyén tir vi tri (191100
trén in d6) vé huéng Nam dé giao tiép voi Tiéu Poan 6 Nhay Du (tai vi
tri 201440H §n LZ Golf nhu ghi trén ban d6). Ca hai don vi da thyc hién
mot cude truy ling k¥ cang tai hai truc khac nhau tir bai d6 bo vé hudng
Tay. Trong khi di chuyén, Tiéu Poan 3 Nhay Du bi mot don vi dich cap
Tiéu doan am thim theo d&i. Nhung mét khi cudc giao tiép hoan tat giita k
hai Tiéu Doan Nhay Du, don vi Viét C(}r}g nay bi lot Vép trong xa tw:\c‘mg .L. 47
cua Tiéu DoénA6 va ngay trong tam cﬁa? phug kich. ,Tléu boan 6 Du khai Trung Ta Ngo Quang Truong
hoa, Gng quan btan cong lat ngy, khdng wi an nlp B chay tan lan Thieu Ta Norman Schwarkopf
lam bia cho cac chin § Du tac x. Sau khéang mt gio giao tranh,tc

lwong Gong quan b chay, gin 200 Viét Cong bi ha sat &i chd. Sau Chin thing nay, Théu twéng Vinh
Loc, Tu Lénh chén treongda bay ngaydi mit tran trao gin cip bac dac cach nat tran cho Théu ta Téu
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boan Tuong Nggy’:n Van Minh va ép bac Pai Gy cho 4Pai Poi Truong cling rong throng cho it ca
quan nhan ghi chn tich trong D6ND.

Trong ngay 20/11, vao ltc 1745G &liiboan 8 Ny Du duoc tnrc thing van tha vao Thung fing la-
Drang ti baidap Tee. Ngay 22/11, vao luc 1100G, 8hi Huy Chin boanbac Nhiém va Teu boan 7
Nhay Du aing dugc truc thang van tr Birc Co tha xuong cungdiadiem.

Ngay 22/11, vao ltc 1330Gii BCH hanh quan, 8 Chi Huy Chén boanbic Nhiém d thio haach hanh
dong chung cho cadon vi Nhay Du. Ngay hém sau 23/11 It 11.00 hauboan 7 va 8 dan quan aning
mit Bic by sdng la-Drang. Trong kidi6 Chién Boan 2 dan quarnrttréndinh nui \& phia Nam séng la-
Drang, (i baidap Mary 231115H nhghi trén fan dd). TD3ND duoc diéu dong luc soat ¢ phia tay trai
va Tiéu Poan 5dugc phai \é phia pli. Nhu vay, luc lwong Nhay Du da thiét 1ap tran thé dé dan du dich
quan vao caduong 16i ma ching tala dr liéu.

Sang ngay 24/11 i Boan 3 Niy Du tién quan @ canh trai, ic soat dc theo khang gira sron ndi va
con s6ng la-Drang. Luc 08.45xgTiéu Boan nay bao cao em manh wi Tiéu Poan 635 théc Trungdoan
32 @i ven hy séng (ai 240845H nlr ghi trén [an d6). Trong khidd, Tiéu Poan 5 Ny Du tién vé phia
phai danh xwng man séngdén ltc 1030gy Tieu Poan nay @ng bit dau dungdo véi Tiéu Poan 334/32
CSBV (tai 241030H nlx ghi trén kan d6.) Sau ciing Bu Poan 6 condi tir trén king chrng doi danh thing
xubng hy séng.

Cudc giao tranh ¢a cac cfﬁ’n g Nhdy Du va tan quanua CSBV keo daidi 1 gio trua, dich quan thao
chay. Nhiing dira thoat cht vat bo lai singong vao li cay dbc theoduong mon hay xang long seéi,
quan $6m \& tirng bo sun@ng chit thanhdong.

Saudd, Chién Poan Nhy DU da my cudc luc soat lung Kim cac o so dich trong ving hanh quan, €hi
DPoan Nhy DU da phé lay 3 trung tdm han luyén, mjt kho diu quan @ va 75 én nha. Cac hanh quan
tiép tuc tim va dét ciing duoc thre hién doc theo séng la-Drangitbién gisi Mién-Viét nhung cH c6
nhirng dung do nho véi cac phn tir Viét Cong tin mac.

Ngay 26/11/1965 vi khdng c@ung do voi dich, Luc lugng Nhay DU rat ra kisi vang hanh quan, ot
dich Thin Phong 7 cim dat vé6i 265 tén CS b xac ti tran, bit sing 10 tu binh,ith thu 58 W khi du loai.

Cubi cuing Mat Tran B3 CSBV @a Tudng VC Chu Huy Man &i ba Trungdoan b danh vii dp va it mé
rat lui trong tié bai tran, bo lai hang ngan xac éhtai rang ndi Chu Prong vaitthung king la-Drang.
Trong $ ba trungdoan nay, Trungoan 33 14 fu £ nhit va hing chu thit bai cay chua nft: trungdoan
nay cho maidi ngay 2 thang 10 ii hoan &t xam nfip tir Bac Viét (ngay khbi hanh 1a khang tr 22 dén
25 thang 7 &m 1965)! Trungdoan 66 I chan danh tr ngay 3 thang 11 trongdhd phuc kich khi ira mbi
budc chan vao Nam ¥t Nam c6 hai ngay. TrunBoan 32 i kinh nghém chin thang ckh dau tai ving
Cao Nguyén @ing khdng tranh ki bi danh ki mac du tim cachén tron trong sét cupc sin dudi cua Sr
boan 1 Khdng K trong giaidoan II.
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Céc Chién Binh Nhay Du ling va diét dich trong rirng gia la-Drang

Téng két ton that cua Viét Cong tir ltc khoi dau chién dich 28/10 dén 26/11 nam 1965 tai Chu Prong dén
la-Drang la 2,004 @hg quéan b xac i tran, 2,27006¢ I gng xac mangfi, 1,293 ki throng, 179 tu binh.
Vii khi hi tich thu 169 stiingémg ddong (chla ké 2 khau dai lién va hai khau phéo cbi 821y ¢ chan dé sit do
Nhay DU bit dCgc lan dau tién) 1,027 sing ca nhan. (Khong ké 400 vii khi khac bi pha huy tai bai dap X-
ray va Albany).

V& phia Hoa K: tai X-Ray 79 clét, 121 b throng. Tai Albany: 155 clét 124 b thCong. Tinh chung cho
chién dich la-Drang (khdng dhriéng cho céc éin danh néu trén): 305 éh 524 h throng.

Lan dau tién tir tran Dién Bién Phu, cac quan linh cong sin khong con huénh hoang minh “vo dich” va
himg chiu mot that tran thé tham trén chién tr[ong. Ciing 1a 1an d4u tién sy cudng tin ctia quén linh cong
san Bac Viét bi bé giy boi mot tinh trang suy thoai tim than nghiém trong. Mot tu binh ciia tiéu doan 8
thuoc Trung Poan 66 (xAm nhap sau cling) bao cdo 14 sau lan giao tranh ngay 17 thang 11, don vi anh ta bi
30 chét, 50 bj th Cong va quan trong hon ca, 50 dao ngii. Nhiing tu binh khéc cia Trung Poan 32 vao cudi
thang 11 tha nhan 1a ho nghi 1a ho da thua tran chién. Cac can bo cua Trung Poan 33, buc doc vi bi khong
yém cua ta nham ban chinh xac da hoi hop dé diéu tra diéu gi khién cho cac phi vu khong kich chinh xac va
lién tiép xay ra: két luan 1a chi co thé 1a gian di¢p tra tron trong b doi cung cép cho céc luc 1 ong cua ta vi
tri va di chuyén ciia cac don vi trong trung doan. (that Sy 1a do cac toan Biét Cach Du hanh quén tang hinh
giita 10ng dich, bam theo sat dich quan trong khi chung di chuyén).

Chién dich Ia- -Drang da dép nat tlem nang quan 8 cua dich nhl ng két qua quan trong nhét git hai d[ gc 1a
danh tan mong chién thing va quyét tim chién d4u ciia dich quan.
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1/7 Cavalry tai LZ X-Ray

Tai liéu tham khio:

- Why Pleime - April 1966 (Pon Két Liéu Tai la-Drang) aia Thiu tedng Vinh Loc trén trang nha
generalhieu.com

- Thung ding la-Drang @a Ha Ky Lam trén trang nha Ngdy SanPoan Ket

- The Battle of la-Drang From Wikipedia last moedi23:16, 29/11/2007

- Chién tranh VN toandp 1963-1975 #a Tién § Nguyén Birc Phrong, Lang Vin xuit ban 2001
- It Doesn’t Take A Hero cua General H. Norman Satakopf 1992

- Tran Panh Thung Liing la-Drang? Trdn Nao? ciia Nguyén Van Tin ngay 06/03/2008 trén trang nha
generalhieu.com

- Trgn chién Pleime 1965:a Tran Quic Canh va Ten Pic Hop K19/VBPL trén trang nha
bietdongquan.com

- “la-Drang Mau Nhwm” cua Trwong Hin The Sinh trén trang nha bietdongquan.com
- Srong mu chén tranh thungding la-Drang 1965 &a Diéu Tan trén internet

- Gop y @a Tac Git Nguyén Ky Phong ngay 29/12/2012 vé trgn la-Drang 1965

- Phong win cac chén hizu Nhiy Du.
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Trich va @ip nhdt tir quyén “20 Na@m Chién Si” - Binh chiing Nhay DU
Tac gi:

Pai Gy V& Trung Tin Ti éu doan Truyén Tin SPND — 714-856-9202
Pai Gy Nguyén Hiru Vién Tiéu doan 3 Nhiy Du — 714-897-1435
1246 S. Huron Dr. Santa Ana CA 92704
Email: 20namchiensu@gmail.com

20 Nim
CHIEN SU

Tong Phat HanhMr. H ai V&
1246 S. Huron Dr. Santa Ana CA 92704
Tel: 714-856-9202. EmaiROnamchiensu@gmail.com
Gia quyén sach$40.00USD (Ngoai Hoa K: $50.00USD)

Nguwn: Internet E-mail by V& Trung Tin chiry

Pang ngay T Sau, July 29, 2016
Ban Ky Thuit Khoa 10A-72/SQTBID, bP11/TDIND, QLVNCH

Binh Chding Nhay Dui - 20 N&m Chién Sw: Chién dich la Drang - Than Phong 7 Trang 26126



