Tu truyén
Chii dé: Linh
Téc giz: Thiéu ta John L. Plaster
Nguoi dich: wih

S)G & DAl TA ROBERT LEWIS HOWARD
(CCC — Medal of Honor)

Ngay 22 thang Haiam 2010 ,Pai ta hi huu Robert Lewis Howard (MOH)stuoc
duadén noi an nghi trong nghia trang Qéc Gia Arlington.
Dai t4 Howardda dua tén téi minh vao trong toa nha
Danh Dr Biét bong Quan Hoa K (Ranger Hall of Fame)
nam 2005. Ong ta chinhdie vé huu nim 2006 sau i
gian phic vu 52 rim cho quéc gia.

bai ta Howard &n [éng Opilika, Alabama, gia rip quan
d6i & Montgomery i cap bac binh nhi @m 1956 IUc ndi
muoi bay tudi. Ong ta gii ngii véi cip bac dai t4, va la
ngudi dugc nhiéu huy chrong nhit trong ich sr Hoa K.
Trong khida $ nguoi My déu biét Audie Murphy & quan
nhandat dugc nhiéu huy chlrong nhit trong tén B¢ Nhi
Thé Chién, nheng cH mot sb rat it nguoi biét Dai ta
Howard c6 nhiu huy chrong ton Audie Murphy. Chco
3448 ngroi Hoa Ky dugc an thwrong huy clrong Danh @x
(Medal of Honor), va in tai 90 ngrdi van con $ng.

Pai tA Howarddugc biét 1a ngroi nhan huy chrong Danh Bx, nhung it ngroi biét khi
6ng ta con mangap bac trung $, trung § nhat trongdon vi Poan Nghién Gu Quan Sat
thuoc b Tu Lénh Quan Vén (MACYV), ddduoc dé nghi an throng huy chrong Danh bx
trong ba teong hyp khac nhau, trong vongudi ba thang trong#am 1967-1968. Hakh
dau bi giam xudng vi nhu éu bao mit caadon vi ma 6ng tatang phic vu. Lan dau
xuéng huy clrong Phic Vu Xuat Sic (hang nhi, Distinguished Service Cross thua
huy chrong Danh ), lan thr hai xubng Ngdi Sao Bc (hang ba, Silver Star).4n tht ba
ciing hi xudng huy clrong Phic Vu Xuit Sic nhrng sauté nang lén thanh huy abing
Danh DOy.

Lan dugc dé nghi nhan 1&nh huy clrong Danh B the ba, Ilcdd 6ng ta mangéap bic
trung $ nhat, trungddi phé ndt trungdoi xung kich Hornet Forcedj cap aru mot quan
nhan Hoa K Robert Scherdin trégat Mién ngay 30 thang Wbi Hai nam 1968.

Dai tA Howardduoc thing cip dac cach (it dic bigt) tr thuong 4 1én trung Gy am 1969
vaduoc an thréng huy clrong Danh Gx do Tong Thong Richard M. Nixon trong toa
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Bach Oc nim 1971 Pai td Howard con nin duoc rat nhiéu huy chrong du loai khac, 1€
ca tam Chén Thueong Boi Tinh.

Pon vi Nghién Gru Quan Sat (MACV-SOG) tit hién nhitng cwbc hanh quan bi fib
(duoc bao mat), xam nfap tréndat Lao, Mién va mén bic Viét Nam. Quan nhan tinh
nguyen phuc vu trongdon vi ndy phii thi hanh nikng nhém vu nguy hém nhit trong
quandoi Hoa Ky. Pai doi thdm sat chco 60 ngoi ¢ Kontum ladon vi 6ng ta plc wy,
ciing ladon vi nho nhit trong st cusc chién tranh Vit Namduoc an throng it ca nam
huy chrong Danh D.

Cau chugn ve bai t&d Howardduoc tc gi John Plaster rife dén trong qugn sach oi
tieng “SOG Nhing tran chien bi it caa Biét Kich Quan Hoa K tai Viét Nam”.

CHIEN CONG:

Véi long ding am, hy sinh @ mang $ng aia minhdé phuc wu. Trung Gy Howard (lGc
d6 Ia trung nhit) ¢ chrng © kha nang, long qd cam khi dam nhiém chic wu trungdoi
pho not trungddi (xung kich, Hornet Force) dgn nhitng quan nhan i-My (da $ 1a
ngudi Thuong) trong ndt nhiém vu cip aku quan nhan Hoa Ktrong ndt khu wrc do
dich quan kim soat (thrc ra tréndat Mién). Trungddi nay vra xudng trec thing, dang di
chuyén ra khoi bai dap thi b khoang haidai doi dich quanén cong.

Ngay ir phitdau tién, Trung Uy Howarda hi thuong va kiiu stng éa éng tata b hu
hai vi luu dan. Trung Gy Howard trong #ly nguoi trungdoi truang b thuong ning va
nam ket trudc hoa hee caadich. Mic dau da b thwong roi chan khéng béc di duge va
khoéng c6 v khi, Trung Gy Howard an bo 18n tede hoa luc cradich 16i cip chi huy b
thuong e vi tri phong thi. Trong khidang thaaié trang b, bing bo \ét thuong cho vién
Si quan trungioi truong, ot viendan aiadich trang vao &p dungdan aia 6ng ta. Luc
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d6 Trung Gy Howard rén dinh rang phii chi huy trungddi chién dau vi lticdé dang bi
loan hang n§ bi dich tin céng fat ngo.

Vi long candam, Trung Uy Howardd © chic dugc phong tugn chién dau. Ong ta bo
dén tirng Vi tri, dong vién tinh tén binh §, bing b6 cho ngoi bi thuong. Sau ba éng
rudi dong ho, trungdoi (Hornet Forcejtuoc phi @ yém tro, da ckbng tra quyét liét lam
dich quan phi rat lui va tire thing vaodua trungdoi vé can af.

Trung Gy Howardiich thandiéu dong cuc rat quan, chdén khi tat ci moi nguoi dé 1én
tryc thang. Trung gy Howarda chrng © long ding aam, grong candam doi véi thudc
cap, dem vinh dr vé cho quanioi.

Pai td Robert L. Howard 1939-2009
HIEP S KHIEM T ON

Nam 1968 Pai t4 Robert L. Howard, 6t trung § nhat 30 tuwi [a ngudi khoe manh nhit
trong cn ar. Vi b nguc N nang @a ngroi tiéu phu,ddn aii, tinh thin arong quyét.

T6i la mbt trong $ rét it quan nhan LDB cung chungion vi véi Bob trongdai doi tham
séat 60 ngoi trén Bo Chi Huy Trung (CCC). Mt don vi Mii Xanh LLDB t6i mat, haat
dong sau phong tén ciadich. La ndt don vi thusc Boan Nghién Gu Quan Séat (SOG),
chang tdi c6 nim vu xam ntip, do thamdat kich, ngan cin, pha hai hé thong duong
mon HCM tréndat Lao va Mién.

Howard At noi tiéng. Tat ca phimanh do tai & John Wayne, Clint Eastwodatbng, gom
lai ciing chradi dé so sanh &i con ngroi that caa Bob Howard. Trén gy to, ong ta
dugc an throng tam Chén Theong Boi Tinh, nheng thit ra b thuong ét ca mudi bon
lan. Saun, 6ng ta quét dinh... chra xiing dangdé nhan huy chrong. Nén nlf rang,

mbi lan éng ta bthuong thi mroi 1an dng ta xuyt cét, ban thir tudng trong... chén cong
cua 6ng ta. Ong tang dangduoc xép hang nhing anh hingitai cua ngroi Hoa Ky
nhu: Davy Crockett, Audie Murphy...
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Cho fing dng ta 1a anh hungieg khéng phi 1a diéu “phongdai”. M 6t lan, hai tén king
bd VC lai Honda chy ngang &n or ném nét qua lyu dan vao nhdm quan nhan Hod K
dangdung (b chi huy Trung CCC trén Kontum, xagre o hanh quan &n phrong B—
15 ram hai bén géc 16 14, xe ¢ thuong dan c6 thdi ngang qua). Trong khi o nguoi
nhanh choéng cly tim chb tri an, Howard binhinh, girt khau M—16 @a binh §dang
canh géac, quxuéng nhim, kin chét mot tén, Bi chay bo dudi theo kin chét tén thr hai.

Mot lan khac, Howardtang n@i trén tiec thing Wi Larry White va Robert Clough bay
sang Lao. Vién phi cdng (khéngdgiap xwng gita hai chéc trec thing duoc nauy
trang At k§ caa quandoi Bac Viét. Bich quan @ng... khong dé di sing AK—47 © vang
vao chéc trec thing Huey @a bb chi huy Trung (CCC). Whiteiltring ba viénian roi ra
khoi truc thing, Howard cuing & Clough nhay voi ra, khai lba khiu CAR-15, 16i White
|én tnrc thing, Bi chiée tryc thing Wi day vét dan AK bay khip khiéng tr vé can af.
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“Khi biét Bob Howarddang tréndudng dén oru, ban rit nhiéu hy vong”, truéng toan bit
kich SOG Lloyd O’Daniels&lai chuyén di ciu Joe Walker. Toan é&tikich aia anh ta
cuing \6i mot trungdoi xung kich Hornet bquandoi Bac Viét tran ngp tai vi tri gin mot
xa 1o 16n tréndat Lao. Walker bthuong ning khéng di chugn dugc, [an tron clng 6i
mot binh § nguoi Thuong.

Howard cung ¥i mét chuc binh § Thuong tr bo chi huy Trung (CCCituoc truc thang

dua vao khu wc dé ciru Walker. Khu we don vi SOG h tran ngp van con ét nhiéu linh

Bac Viét, ho doi dén t6i mai xam nHip vao khu wc. Vi troi téi, Howard plii mo mam

ting xac clt, nghe tng tim Vin condap, va chan dai (ngdi Hoa Ky). Rbi téi ding
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Walker, Howard nghe ongib n6i kie “May... 1a thing kan € thuong im”. Roi Howard
cOng Walker t vé an toan.

Pugc moi dén tda Bich Oc trong ngayd Tuong Nigm (Memorial Day). Sau khidhg
Théng Nixon choang huy atong Danh Gr vao & Bob Howard, Tng Thing Nixon toi
Howard mwn 1am gi trong ngayéIMemorial Day?An trea Wi Tong Thong, thim toa
Bach Oc... Hiégp S Khiém Ton tra |oi, mudn dén thim mo Chién S Vo Danh trong ngita
trang Quc Gia Arlington... 6ng ta mn tdm s, chia % véi nhiing ngroi dadi trudc éng
ta.

(Thiéu ta John L. Plastey
Theo tai liéu: Patrolling,An bin mua Xuan 2010, Trurigoan 75/BQ/HK, trang: 22—25

Dallas, TX. April 18, 2010
Vdh
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Nguwn:Internet eMail byHieu Vu chuyén

bang ngay Tk Nam, November 12, 2020
bkt Khéa 10A-72/SQTBP, bP11/TP1IND, QLVNCH
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