bl VAO LONG bICH
Cau chugn that caa mot Nguoi Nhai Hai Quan VNCH
Thé Tran
(Theo bi ké cia 6ng Nguyn Van Kiét va d kién trong cac trang web)

Loi ngé: Cusi nam 2001 ngoi xem TV cac akong trinh “Suicide Missions” (History Channel), “Ngv
SEALSs: Untold stories” (TLC - The Learning Chanmél)hd'y nvt nhan vit Viet Nam tén Kédt duroc
nhdc @én trong nkieng chuyn coéng tac cha bao gir diroc K lai. Nhan it nay la ai? Tinh #t trong cac
phim tai lieu @6 co chinh xac khéng? ddoc gia di nguoc thoi gian....

Céchdéy cin 30 rim \é trudc, vao mua héam 72duoc biét danh 1a “Mua H®6
Lira”. Cong sin Bac Viét (CSBV) mb cuwc tan cdng xamiang mén Nam Vit Namé ba
mat tran: Quang Tri, Cao Nguyén, An &c. 30 ngan quan CSBYV trang\ai khi tan rang,
tran qua ving phi quanr§DMZ) & Vi tuyén 17, wot tran qua séng & Hai. Quan lyc
Viét Nam @ng Hoa (VNCH) vatong minho trong thé giang co \6i ké dich....

Trong ndt chuyén tham thinh thawbm tin tirc, chiéc may bay EB-661@ khong irc
Hoa Ky bat thinh linh th hoa tién SAM hin ha. Vira kip tung ra kbi may bay, Trung Ta
Iceal “Gene” Hambleton kinh h&i ¢hg kién cinh chéc may bay bungdlam thit
mang 5 ngroi con ki trong phi hankioan. Chéc du r tir luon xudng, du b may mo che
phi khéng thy dit, Trung Ta Hambleton & chic 1a 30 ngantich quantang cly minh
dudi dat. Thé 1a gubng may quanwscaadong minh Bt diu mpt cupe “tim kiém va gai
ctru” (search and rescuéjt gia va 6n hai nhat trong céc chién. Hai chéc truc thing Bo
Binh vira nhaadén diadiém giai ciru lién bi ban ha. Phi hanhioan 4 ngoi caa chéc
Blueghost 39 thit mang &i chd. Chiéc truc thing thr nhi rang “6t” dén mot diadiém an
toan va phi hantioandugc mot chiée truc thing khaadén giai ctu.

Man dém budng xéing, Trung Ta Hambletondrtroi mot minh dr6i dat trong s che cl
cua nrng ram, bia vay tr bé bai mot luc lugng dich quan én nhit trong céc chién VN.
HOmM d6 1a ngay Phc Sinh, cli nhat 2 thang 4, 1972. Khéng quan Hog KHK) biét vi
tri caa Trung Ta Hambleton mhg khéng tai naodi toi ndi dng ta vidich quan ba vay
day dac. Téi d6 ho chi co th tha min xung quanh dng t& ngin can dich quan di gan.
Sang hém sau, di truc thing “Jolly Green 65bay 6i gan vi tri caa Trung Ta
Hambleton thidp tic bi “dan chao” i mot tran mra dan tan kidc. Lai phai “ é&t” veé.
Chuyén ké caa “Jolly Green 66 ciing khdng kAm kha.Dan bin rét ir ti phia nlr xé nat
chiéc tryc thing. Va ding phii “1 é&t” vé lai can ar. Truéc khi mandém phi xudng vao
ngay The Hai, mbt chiéc may bay B trg cho cwéc giai ciu bi hoa tién SAM bin ha. Dai
Uy William Henderson va Trung Uy Mark Clarkyhdu thoat hdm, dap xwbng dat gan
vi tri cia Trung Ta Hambleton. @Gu giai ciru bay g khéng plai cho nHt nguoi nita, ma
cho 3 $quan Hoa K, mdi nguoi lac mot 16i. Duéi dat, 3 ngroi phi cong HK cling kién
tan mat trong rdi niém that vong khi thy cac lait giai ctru ké tiép bi day lui boi hoa lec
tan kibc caadich. CH trong vong 24 ingdong 1, 3 may bay bbin ha, 5 chiéc hi thiét
hai nang ré, 4 ngroi thiét mang. Va xui o thay 6i d6 bai Uy Henderson bCSBV lung
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bat duoc. Trong khidd, quandoi HK kham phé raiang Trung Ta Hambletorirhg phuc
vu Vi Bé Tu Lénh Chén Luoc Khdng Quan (Strategic Air Command). Ong tatgong
dau mot kho kién thirc vé hé thong hoa tién nguyéni, céi laai dir kién khéng tlé dé roi
vao tay K dich. Bing mpi gia phai giai ciru chodugc Trung T4 Hambleton.

Nhitng ngay k tiép, khéng rc HK md nhiéu cwc tin cdng xung quanhaa Cam L1o. Vi
hoa lyc dich qua mnh, khdng chic may bay nao cé éxuyén thing vong vayduoc.
Trai lai hau hét déu bi ban hu hai nang. Moi nguoi déu nhan ra 1a k dich dang duing hai
phi cong Hoa K lam mdi d&é nhir cac chugn giai ctru vaodé tiéu dit. Bén ngay 6 thang
4, ng dng codén 52 chéc may bay va 4 ch¢ B-52 oanhdc lién wic chung quanh
viing Cam . Trong llcd6, chuyn phi hanh “Jolly Green 8%huan bi dé thuc hién ci
“chop” ldy Trung T4 Hambleton. Cég truc tring “Jolly Green 67 gan dap xubng i tri
cua Trung Ta Hambleton @@ khoi kra mit mu, gita nhing lan dan ciadich cao nat phi
co. Bi ban qué rat, trc thang rut 18n khéng #p, foi sim xudng dat nd tung. Thét mang
tat ca phi hanhdoan 6 ngoi. Trung T4 Hambletonyg khoc khi thy biét bao nhiéu
nguoi thigt mang chi dé giai ciru lay minh. Bing mi gid 6ng tad nhu ciing phii song
con.... Ngay 7 thang 4, dhchiéc may bay khacghtro cudc giai ctru lai bi ban ha. Trung
Uy Bruce Walker va Trung Uy Larry Potts that tung.

Ngay 9 thang 4, quad HK nhan thiy cupc giai ciu két hop nd luc caa nhiu binh
chung khéng thanh céng. 5 phi &i ban ha, 9 quan nhanitihiét mang, 2 ngroi 1a to
binh, mit tung tich 2 squan khac. Khdngrt Hoa Ky gan nhr bo tay chva biét tinh toan
nhu thé nao.

Lac bay glo Pai T4 Thiy Quan luc Chién Al Graydua ra ndt d¢& nghi khac: ndt cuc

- giai cru Am thm bing duong k). Ai thuc hién céng tac nay? Cauatr
loi: Biét kich My va Viét. Pai Uy Thomas Norris - (hinh tréi) - US
Navy SEAL cung 5 Ngoi Nhai (Frogmen) @t Nam ir can ar ba
Ning dén dé chiuan bi. Cung ltado, khdng trc HK ra tin héu cho hai
phi cong HK kt trong ldngdich tim cachdi diém hen. Trung Uy
Clark dangd gan sdng Cam &, chay vé huong Béng ra Gra Viét.
Tbi ngay 10 thang 4&smen theo ven sénign diém hen. Con Trung
Ta Hambleton cach gidng séngng? cay 8 can phai duoc heéng din
dé len loi qua vongdai dich quan dy dic dé dén by sdng. Toan It

- kich ép trung ai mot tién don (forward operating basejm trén not

ngon doi thap canh sdng Méu Giang, géan Cam L. Nhom Ngroi Nhai Viét Nam Pm
c6 mdt Pai Uy truong toan, hai d St Nhit, va hai H Si. Kiét, 27 twi, lac bay gio la Ha
Si Nhit Trong Phao, théc s Phong \& Duyén Hi, va ding la mét Biét Hai dugc hifn
luyén theo moé hinhia US Navy SEALSs.

Tir tién don, Norris cling ¥i nhém Bt Hai di nguoc dong songié giai ciru cho Trung

Uy Clark teée, roi Hambleton sadd. Khi mandém budng ptingay 10 thang 416 biét

kich khyi hanh. 6 ngoi tro troi trong bongiémadoi dau vaoi mot luc legng dich quania
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bit chip src manh aia khéngrc HK. Thaat du, todn bét kich dr tinh i nguoc dong
séngdé gap Trung Uy Clark tréi xudi dong »ing. Nhrng vi dong e chiy manh qua
nén @& toandanh phki xam nHip bing duong kb theo ven b séng. Toan it kich chm
rai tién tirng hrdc trong mardém, wrot qua nit tirng doan thét giap, xe hang, va cac
to&n tuin tiéu theong xuy@n canh phon@ay la ndt viéc chim rai, nguy hdm va co tié
tré thanh ckt ngudi trong nhay nat. Nhémdiéu hanh chugn giai ciru biét 1a nguy hém
nénda din ¢ toan lading di qua ndt cay $ vao a dia aiadich ¢ thuong nguﬁn Nhrng
toan bét kich bét la nhr vay khongdu nén tép tuc &m tAm vuot qua tai rit ké dich dé
cudi cung drng ki va chy ... 2 cay 8 ¢ thuong ngun.

Gan 3 gy sang, toan Bt kich phat hén mot vat di dong xudi dong séngdé chinh la
Trung Uy Clark. Tedc khi ¢ toan kit dau cuwe giai ciu thi mdt toan tdn tiéu ciadich
xuat hién. Ca toan fing yén ckr doi trong khi Trung Uy Clark & tréi xudi dong séng.
Dén khi ké dichdadi qua thi Trung Uy Clarkimg bén dang trén dong séngudc chay
manh. Gi to&n bét kich rat luidi doc theo kb séngdé truy Iing Clark. Céi clng toan
phat hén 6ng tatangan nlpod ven séng. Toi da hing sang, tuytd timdugc Trung Uy
Clark nhrng & nhdm \an cond sau trong vandich. Hét stc cham rai va én trong, toan
biét kich tiép tuc chuyén hanh trinkiao tu khsi vingdich. Tira hdmdo, ¢ toan ¢ dén
vuing an toan. Trung Uy Clartkroc bic vé Ba Ning. Toan bt kich cong lai tién don.
Cong tac ¢a hy chuea xong vi ¥n con ndt phi cdng HK @én giai ciru. Ngay hdm sau, 11
thang 4, toan Bt kich chin bi 1én duong. Trong chu@n giai ciru hdm trdc ¢ toanda
ching kién tin mit lec lwong dich quan dy dic. Vi thé truée khi toan bét kich 1én
duong, khéngirc HK d& dbi bom phi dau cac v tri dich dé don duong. Bich quan kn
tra diia Vi hang lait mot ché in phi dau I&n tén dén quan frc VNCH.

That la xui X0, ngroi Pai Uy Biét Hai Viét Nam va Trung Ta Andersond@in cho
nhom bét kich) b thuong. Mot Biét Hai ho tdng hai ngroi tro lai hau ar. Nhom bét kich
chi con hi 4 ngroi: Tom Norris va 3 Bt Hai VN. Nhom bit kich 4 ngroi con lai van
tiép tuc nhiém wu giai ciu. Ho 1énduodng rang Hi ngay 12 thang 4.4n nay & toan mo
hiém gan 4 cay 6 sau vao longich. Cang vao sau, nhinithdich quan @y dic tr bé, 2
nguoi trong toan bt kich e ngi va khdng midn tién thém. Nieng 6i cudi ciing @ nhém
van tién t6i dé truy tim Trung T4 Hambleton. Jirda hrng sang ma khongé tim tich
ong tadau @&, toan bét kichdanh thit vong rat lui. Trung T4 Hambleton, 53diusau 10
ngay tbn tranhdéi khat src kha kiét qué, dau 6¢ mu mam di, pheong hréng 1an 1on.
Thai gian khéng con bao lawdsc khi 6ng ta gc nga cht lim trong fing gia. Hom sau
trong khi toan kit kich ngh dudng grc thi khongrc HK lién lac bang tin héu voi Trung
T4 Hambletondong vién tinh thn éng ta 6 ging grong src dé radén chb hen. Src
khoé caa 6ngda dén hoi nguy kit. Néu toan bt kich khéng “clép” duoc 6ng 6i nay thi
O I8 d6 S la o hoi cudi cung. H ciing legng dinh rang trong tinh #ng sic khed nhu
vy, Trung Ta Hambleton khé na&n chb hen. Néu mubn thanh cdng, toan &ikich phii
di tim cho radugc 6ng ta.
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Trong chuygn di nay, 2 Bét Hai VN tir chi khdng tham d. Nguoi duy nhit tinh ngugn
di 1a Ha St Nhat Nguyén Van Kiét, LiénDoan Ngroi Nhai, Haii Quan Vit Nam Gng
Hoa.béi dién vasi hiém nguy, Két van tinh ngugn di vi yéu chiéng sr hao hung ¢a
nganh Bét Hai, va ding vi 1ong nhamtao khong & thiy nguoi sip chét ma khong u.
Hai biét kich, mot My, mot Viét. Tom Norris va Két mac quan phc nguy trang nhr bo
doi chinh quy Eic Viét, trang b sling AK-47. K quyét dinh diing xdng di nguoc dong
séng 1én xéng Bic. Nhr thé 3 le hon di dudng B va moi 6 du thoi gio dé truy tim
Trung Ta Hambleton. Trong m&ém, tay chéo, tay stnge hghe ré in mot tiéng trd
chuyén caadich quan canh gac ven sénéng @m ra cia xe ting T-54, téng didong
cia ¢ doan quan hungau. Ho chéo cm raideé tranh tai rit ké dich. Mot man song
mu phi 1ap dong séng che étho khoi s dom ngé aa ké thu nheng ddng thyi lai lam
cho b cham tay chéo. Vadciing khéng n¢ 1a ho chéo gn dén ciu Cam Lo, noi dich
quandong gir. Khi nghe téng chan b dsi Bac Viét tuan tiéu di lai trén cu, ho mai biét
la di 16. May min la srong mu che pinkhip viing nén Tom va It khéng b phéat hén.
Ho chéo t ngroc lai, xudi dong séng va tim &n Trung Ta Hambleton. & cudi cung
Tom va Kt ciing tim ra Trung T4 Hambleton gtrthan hinh tong teoug nga gn by
séng. Ong ta drcon thoi thop th. Tom va Két dem Trung T4 Hambleton 1&riual i
day xuwng, ky la chidi che phi than hinh éng ta. ¢bit dau cudc hanh trinh rat lui ki
vungdich, thoat kbi gong k¥m caa tir than, van mot cach cm rai nhr moi khi. Lac by
gio hirng ddngda 16 cang. Bat thinh linh, K&t nghe téng ovi “E, lai day!”. Ca hai ngroi
cung quaydau lai va hit gap 3 tén linh Bc Viét xa xa trén b. Téndi gitra la § quan, vt
khau K54. Hai tén én vé ké ké AK-47 hai bén. Khmh khic d6 that dai nhr thé ky. Kiét
cam thay 6n lanh dc theo xrong $ng. Nhrng c hai ngroi déu binh Inh quaydau tro
lai, tiép tuc chéo xdng xubi hng Nam. Wra chéo, Két da bit dau dém thoi gian va
ling nghe #ng sting @a on ching & ban theo. Nirng chiing hoan toan inarlg. Mot
cai im lng dang nghi ng va hoi hop vo cling. Két rang kng nghe #ng chan am rap
dudi chay theo. Nhrng it ca khéng gian 1Gdy hoan toan tr lai binh throng im kng.
Mét s tinh mich khé héu. C6 tté ching 8§ lién lac maydé chan xudbng & mot doan sdng
sip dén? Hay chungtang chi diém dé phéao kich theo? & gio la gio phit Kt sirc cing
thang trong tdm n&oua Kiét. Bao nhiéu giac quana Kiét dugc tan dung #ip trung quan
satdé phan tng kip thoi ... Tom lap tirc b&o céo dng radio 1&da ghi ctu dugc Trung Ta
Hambleton. Tuy th chuyén giai ciru chra xong vi b van con sau trong londich va khi
troi hirng séng, @ nguy trang @a hy khéng qua it dugc ké dich. Vi thé, khéng {rc HK
duoc diéu dong sin dé hd tro bat ci 1Gc ndoPung nhr Kiét du doén, K dich da bao
dong & sr xam ntip cia chiéc xudng biét kich. Téng la hét, tri ho vangay ca bau
khéng khi inh mich. Cuwc truy dudi bat ¢au. Tom va Két chéo i ha, mxon dong méc
chay manh @é dua con xwng di that le, cing nhr nhy ciy vao céc tang cayag dic ven
séng che &u bot hinhanh chéc xung mong manh. Trong ki dan caadich khong
nging bin x4i xa ngang séng. Ty hoa lyc dich qua nanh, Tom va Két tip xubng vao
mét bui cay ven séng vagj khéng krc yém tro ngay hp tirc. Khéng gian yénihg aia
doan sdng bxé nat bi nhitng lan dan ban tr phia.Dan tr trén khdng Bn xudng, dan tir
dudi dat ban 1én,dan tir hai bén B nha xuéng song liaia. Va d¢ing nhy s yém tro khéng
lwc manh e va lién tic, Tom va Két cubi cling dingdwa con xwéng xudi dong an toan.
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Khi gan dén tién don cia quanikc VNCH, quandoi hai bén dan éin ra “tiép don” lan
nira. Gng Sin Bic Viét bén & Bic, quandoi VNCH bén iy Nam. Hai bén nhdan bin
qua hi dir doi. Duéi con mradan 6, Tom va Két diu Trung Ta Hambleton khxudng
va chay ching nrge rat nguy hém cudi cung vao Am traan ...

Cudc giai ctru da thanh congwot src teong trong aia moi nguoi. Khi ma & khéng irc
Hoa Ky bo tay thi nixng bit kich Mg, Viét gan d cling minhdi vao trong longfich,
chop céac phi cong ra K gong kém aia tir than.

Cau chugn trén, ngoi ta co vét thanh sach, Hollywood cé chirythanh phim i
nhitng tai tr quen thdc tha vai cac nhanat chinh trong cau chéy. Vay ma 2 nhan it
“CHINH” nhat trong truyén labai Uy Hai Quan (Navy SEAL) Hoa K Thomas Norris
va Ha Si Nhat Nguyén Van Kiét, Lién Boan Ngroi Nhai, Hai Quan VNCH khong &
dugc nhic d¢én. Hanh vi ding ¢im, gan d phi throng nay chco nbt sd nguoi duoc biét
dé bao vé cac dr kién quan s lién ke dén cac chugn giai ctu duong k. Dai Uy Thomas
Norris duoc trao ing huan chong “Medal of Honor”. Huan akong cao quy nit caa
quandoi Hoa Ky trao cho nitng chén § da c6 hankiong ding am phi throng. H St
Nhat Nguyén Van Kiét, ngroi Nhai anh dng aia Hai Quan VNCH,duoc trao #ing huan
cheong “Navy Cross”. Huan atong cao nht co tré trao ing cho quaroi ¢dng minh.
Kiét la ngroi chién 9 Hai quan VNCH duy nét nhan huan clrong “Navy Cross” trong
cuoc chién Viét Nam.Dén nayda ¢in 30 rim. HO so quan g ciing da duoc tiét 16
(declassify). Ri cudi cting nliing hanhiong ding cim, anh hiing naga dugc moi nguoi
biet den.
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CONG TAC BAT-21
Ban Anh Ngt
The Rescue of BAT-21
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An O-2 forward air control (FAC) aircraft of the ty pe flown by Capt. Bartholomew Clark,
the pilot who first located Hambleton and helped diect rescue efforts. DoD photo.

On March 30, 1972, the North Vietnamese Army (NWaQ amassed three divisions
worth of artillery, tank and infantry units alongetSouth Viethamese border. It would be
the start of a confrontation now referred to asBhster Offensive. After waiting for the
Army of South Vietham (ARVN) to establish their da§ive line along the DMZ border,
the NVA boldly displayed their flags announcingitiresence on the other side. The
American airmen supporting the ARVN forces antitgokthat the NVA air defenses
would be tough to penetrate, but our airmen woatthgealize just how tenacious an
opponent they faced.

No one, including Lt. Col. Iceal “Gene” Hambletmould have known that on the
afternoon of April 2, 1972, the largest and longmshbat search and rescue (CSAR)
operation of the war in Southeast Asia was abobegn. It would last a total of 17
days; 24 sorties would be flown and 13 men woudg ftheir lives. It was all to save one
precious human life and the invaluable knowledgeishhead.

Hambleton was a senior navigator and electronidaraspecialist on an EB-66C
electronic reconnaissance aircraft. These planes uwsed as escorts to the larger, less
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maneuverable B-32, because they could locate the enemy surface-toissile (SAM)
sites and jam the SAM radars if necessary. Orptdaiscular day in April, there had been
a short notice request for two EB-66s to escoddlB-52s that were to take out a buildup
of SAM sites that had been noted in the southenhaadle of North Vietnam. Because
the unit was under staffed, 53-year-old Hambletammally the scheduler for the crews,
decided to put himself in the navigator’'s seat Bf B6C, call sign BAT-21 Bravo. It was
a bad idea, because Hambleton knew as much aboettidan electronic warfare
capabilities as any man in the Air Force, which enhom an incredible prize for the
enemy side should things go wrong. They did.

The briefing for the mission had been quick andvaoning had been given of any NVA
SAM sites seen in South Viethnam. Despite cloudytivsathe mission proceeded. As the
convoy of the B-52s and EB-66s approached the Ibgifakey S W /87
immediately came under assault from the unseen Sitdd. The B¢ i %
others went unscathed, but BAT-21 was not so lultkyas
ripped apart by an enemy SA-2 Guideline SAM. Sitiim the
navigator’s position, Hambleton was automaticadly/te be the
first to eject in the event of an emergency. Theed was the
pilot, Wayne Brady. Brady and the four electrongrfare
specialists in the rear of the aircraft never madeit.

During his lonely descent, Hambleton had 20 mintaes
contemplate his fate. With only nine months to gtlnis
retirement, Hambleton determined that no mattertwieawas ALt Tom tors with L col icea
going to get out of this alive. Plus, he was costfiicthat his American lines. Hambleton was in very
American brethren would soon be there to rescue Bithwhat =~ " e e
BAT-21 Bravo did not know was that he had just kshdn the wrong side of a 30,000

strong North Vietnamese offensive thrust.

After landing in a rice paddy just east of Cam litage and roughly one mile from the
Cam Lo Bridge, Hambleton waited until dark to mav® a nearby wooded area.
Hambleton had made radio contact with an O-2 FAGAard air controller) pilot that
was patrolling in his vicinity. The FAC pilot hadtaally seen Hambleton float past his
cockpit window in his parachute shortly after hd legected. The FAC pilot’s constant
contact was reassuring and helpful in calling AGdbra helicopter gunships and F-4
Phantom fighter-bombers to lay down enough gunfioenbs and “gravel” (anti-
personnel mines) to keep enemy troops and villaaees/ from his hideout. Advised by
the FAC pilot to stay in one spot, Hambleton dugdelf a hole and anxiously awaited
his rescue.

The downed aviator would watch with a heavy heartlhys, as sortie after sortie was

flown in and forced to turn around because of therisity of the ground fire. Hungry,

exhausted and desperate, Hambleton’s lowest moraemg at the end of the fifth day,
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when he watched an Air Force Jolly Green Giantues®licopter erupt into a giant
fireball, killing all six men aboard. By the endddy five, the tally of losses included a
Cobra helicopter, the Jolly Green and eight livies OV-10 was also lost but the pilot
was captured and another crewman, Mark Clark, wak®ground evading. Five other
aircraft were shot down, but their crews were red¢and

countless others were badly damaged. The costéwairie too high.

At the end of the sixth day, Gen. Creighton AbrawisiJe in Saigon, declared that no
further helicopters were to be used for CSAR missito pick up Hambleton and Clark.
The normal American mode of brute force from threaais not going to work this time;
the NVA force was too large and too entrenchedals going to have to be a rescue
closer to the ground. Lt. Col. Andy Anderson, USMi&&n the commander of the Joint
Personnel Recovery Center in Saigon, had not yersised a successful ground rescue
of an American, and had anxiously been monitoriagnHieton’s and Clark’s situation.
Anderson figured he could get a team of Viethanoesemandos he had been working
with to run the mission, but he needed another Asarrto go along as an adviser. Enter
Navy SEAL Tom Norris.

The SEAL team Norris was assigned to had beenngiforce Recon Marines to run
covert special operations. “l was used to runnipg where | was penetrating into the
opposing forces’ territory without much supportt bbad never seen anything like this,”
Norris said. The ARVN general commanding, a brigaly the name of Gen. Giai,
thought the mission was insane. He told Norris bald/get the team to the front lines
but after that he would take no responsibility tfogm.”

Norris later said, “When you attempt a rescue rmigssyou don’'t plan on being shot
down. War is not a game where at the end you ciallggour players back. The Air
Force had to reevaluate all the losses they wknegand realize there needed to be
another approach.” The initial plan was to havenalsteam composed of Lt. Col.
Anderson, Norris, and five Viethamese commandosipwn over-watch position along
the Mieu Giang River, which ran near the positiohboth downed airmen. Both Clark
and Hambleton would be directed to literally fldatvn to the team. Unfortunately,
Hambleton, already down a week, was getting welakeéhe day and no more time could
be wasted. OV-10 pilot Clark, who had spent fivgsdan the ground, was closest to the
team’s position and would be rescued first.

After radioing an orbiting FAC aircraft to signalatk to get in the water and float
downstream, Norris started maneuvering with hathefteam towards the riverbank.
Anderson and the other Viethamese waited furthemdtream as a backup in case
Norris missed Clark. Originally instructed by Angen to take his team only 1,000
meters, Norris turned off his radio and ventureatdéwhat far. It was slow going for
Norris’ team to reach the river as they workeduwoi@é numerous enemy patrols. They
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finally reach the river's edge and were kneelingidan some bushes when Norris heard
Clark floating down the river.

The cold river water was causing Clark to breatdel land Norris was just about to step
out of cover to grab Clark when a six-man NVA phtvalked directly between them.
Norris’ first instinct was to have his team opaw fiout he knew they were outgunned.
Also, firing would compromise the mission by annong the team’s presence, so he let
them pass. But by the time the NVA patrol had mawedClark was out of sight. Norris
didn’t give up hope, and he entered the river hihteesearch for Clark. He floated down
the river and searched for a few hours beforelfirfadding Clark lying behind a boat on
the riverbank. Norris then linked back up with thket of his team and safely delivered
the survivor to Anderson’s position. It was nowlganorning and they would have to
wait until nightfall to go back out and get Hambiet

The FACs in contact with Hambleton were reportingtthe was getting increasingly
weary and difficult to work with. Hambleton was naivthe water’s edge. He was cold,
wet and now on his eighth day of danger, stressgéy and dehydration. Hambleton at
one point became so desperate that he came dw blish cover and started waving a
white flag at the FACs flying above. The airborfservers had to yell at him to get back
in the bushes and wait just a little bit longer.

Norris and Anderson spent the day relaying bombangets along the river to the FACs
on duty. However, the NVA troops returned the favpiunleashing mortar rounds and
B-40 rockets directly on the team’s position. Lal.GAnderson and the senior
Vietnamese commando chief were both seriously wedrahd had to be helicoptered
out. Losing both of these leaders was a huge bbave team’s confidence. Norris was
now left with just three Viethamese commandos wiuke very little English.
Hambleton was on his ninth day of evasion and apglly losing strength and hope.
Now his would-be direct rescuers had taken cagsadtnd were

running out of ammunition.

As night approached, Norris and his three remaiteagn members began their final
effort to find Hambleton. Two of the Viethamese ecoamdos became obstinate and
refused to go on, feeling that Hambleton was nathwie risks they were facing. As the
realization set in that he could not force the men into helping him, Norris changed his
tactics and asked for volunteers. One Viethametg pfficer stepped forward and

Norris realized that young Nguyen Van Kiet not ohéd the ability but the

determination that was needed for this missionsWas formed a courageous two-man
team that would become the stuff of SEAL legendavirg the other two men behind,
Norris and Kiet headed upriver to rescue Hambleton.
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Hambleton was too weak to move any farther; thesewg@ing to have to go to him.

% - Norris and Kiet cautiously scoured the shorelinaigit
~ looking for some sign of BAT-21. As the sun rose on
Hambleton’s tenth day down, the two rescuers rahtft
returned to their outpost to rest and plan the next
B/ evening’s attempt.

That evening, Norris and Kiet began to work theayw
upriver, taking care to avoid NVA patrols. Walking
Hambleton is loadeq into an W13 amored personnel— through a deserted village, Norris and Kiet fouaohs
native clothing and dressed themselves as peaJéeg.
then commandeered an abandoned sampan to move tpeh It was an eerie and
treacherous journey. Even in the pitch dark, surded by dense fog, they could see
North Vietnamese soldiers sitting and sleepinghenshoreline. Up on a bluff above the
river, Norris could make out the cannon barrela bihe of tanks. Kiet was quietly
passing information back to Norris on the numbémsn@my he was able to see in plain
sight. But they couldn’t afford to be discovered.

The two men continued to paddle upriver, but goted around because of the heavy
fog. Suddenly, they popped out of a thick fog ban# realized they were underneath the
bridge at Cam Lo. They saw tanks and troops crgdbia bridge overhead. When Norris
saw the bridge, he realized they had overshot Hatimivls position upriver by half an
hour. Kiet and Norris turned around and paddleddigplown toward Hambleton’s last
known position.

On the south shore of the river they saw what Iddike= a body lying on the bank. They
pulled the canoe over to the bank and discoveredstHambleton, still alive but in very
poor shape. Worse, by now it was close to sunngeNorris wanted to hole up until they
had the cover of darkness to go back down the.rier with Hambleton in such poor
physical condition, slipping in and out of consanass, moaning and rambling on
senselessly, Norris knew he had to get him downrmenediately. Hambleton was
hurriedly placed onto the bottom of the sampanawred with bamboo from the
riverbank. Then they began the journey downriver.

Norris and Kiet were soon spotted by a North Viateae patrol, who hailed them but did
not fire. Then Hambleton started moaning, and Kietk his hand over Hambleton’s
mouth to keep him quiet. It didn’t matter, as themy troops along the banks were
awakening and beginning to notice them. Some fatetiem, but Norris and Kiet could
not afford to return fire. Their job was to get Haeton to safety, and they grimly bent to
the task.

As they rounded a bend in the river, a NVA heavibea machine gun opened up on
them from the north shore. Norris and Kiet pullee sampan over to the opposite bank
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and turned the sampan over to provide some covtar #nding some vegetation to
cover them, they called in some much-needed heip the air. Five A-4 Skyhawks from
the carrier Hancock immediately answered the Gakir ordnance completely
obliterated the enemy troops and weapons on thesitebank. As the A-4s finished
their deadly work, Norris and Kiet moved Hamblebatk into the sampan and headed
back to the team’s original outpost.

The trio was not free from danger yet, though. Bgithe climb up the riverbank, NVA
troops opened up on them from across the rivertidlbad to call in additional airstrikes
as they endured more small arms, mortar and rattaatks. This time, South Viethamese
forces were there to cover them. Soon after thesfsdenced the enemy, an ARVN
M113 armored personnel carrier arrived and wadlyiradle to carry Hambleton, Norris
and Kiet back to Dong Ha. Hambleton had to be edro safety, as he was unable to
walk, but he was finally safe. BAT-21 was home.

When the three arrived at Dong Ha, a reporter comb@aketo Norris, “It must have been
tough out there. | bet you wouldn’t do that agaiddrris just stared him down with his
steely blue SEAL eyes and replied, “An American @awn in enemy territory. Of
course I'd do it again.”

For their heroic roles in the rescue of Iceal Haatdnl, both warriors were recognized
with extraordinary decorations. Petty Officer Kiogicame the only Vietnamese of the
entire war to be awarded the Navy Cross. For hes Rresident Ford awarded Lt. Tom
Norris the Medal of Honor on April, 3 1976.
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Petty Officer Kiet and U.S. Navy SEAL Norris in Dong Ha immediately following the Bat 21 rescue mission. Kiet was the only member of the joint U.S.-
Vietnamese navy SEAL unit to accompany team leader Norris on the desperate last attempt to reach Lt. Col. Iceal Hambleton on the night of April 13.
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
RESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
HAS AWARDED THE

NAVY CROSS
&
'/ \\, TO

- FICER THIRD CLASS NGUYEN VAN KIET, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM NAVY
!
FOR
EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM
1ILE ENGAGED IN MILITARY OPERATIONS

ON 13 APRIL 1972

-

QIVRS UXDER M HAYD I FHI GHTY 0P WASHINGTOX Stableaw MW*]’I
THIS 6TH DAY OF APR m 76 SECRETAIY OF THE XAVY

oF HoONOR

witn ED TRACY

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2009

PRITZKER MILITARY LIBRA
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SEAL Rescue of Hambleton (Bat 21 Bravo) and Clark (Nail 38 Bravo) April 2-14, 1972

./ A\ HAMBLETON'S RESCUE
" 1. Hambleton’s intial location, April 2
2. Hambleton moves 1o river, April 11
3.Kiet & Norris launch in sampan upriver, April 13
4. Too for, Kiet & Norris turn around
5. Kiet & Norris pick up Hambleton
and paddle downriver
6. Call in irstrike and escape around bend
7. Return to Command Post, April 14

et R —— QUANG TRI
A . iy 3 1.1 W E PROVINCE
(r — to
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\ ;

The 13-day ordeal to rescue the downed airmen begins with failed helicopter attempts and ends with Kiet and Norris’ successtful infiltration up the Song
Mieu Giang. At the time Bat 21 was shot down, the Air Force was not aware that some 30,000 NVA troops had crossed the DMZ into Quang Tri Province.

46 VIETNAM DECEMBER 2008
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COURTESY OF NGUYEN VAN KIET

Nguyen Van Kiet and his wife,
Thuy, at a Veterans Day event
in Auburn, Wash., in 2006.

Ngwn: Internet E-mail by NN L®inh An chuyn.
Web sitehttp://www.defensemedianetwork.com/stories/thewresd-bat-21

Cdp nhit hoa ngay Chua Nh, December 11th, 2011
Ban Kj Thuit Khéa 10A-72/SQTBIP, PP11/TPIND, QLVNCH
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