Tuy but
Chudeé: et 54
Tac gia: Chu Tat Tién

NH(’) LAI CAI TET DI CU 54

T 6i sinh ra & Ha Noi. Khi t6i 16n 5, 6 tudi, vi 1y do gi d6, me t6i kéo ca nha vé Bui Chu,
mua cin nha & ngay dau dudng Pham Ngoc Chi, sat nha thd Bui Chu. O d6, me t6i di
buén chuyén dé nudi dan con 6 dda. Viéc budn ban cua me tdi luc thanh cong, lac tht
bai, nén sau 2 nam ¢ day, me toi lai chuyén toan gia vé Hai Phong, thué mot can nha &
gan nha tho. T61 di hoc ¢ tru:omg Ngb Quyén. Khi d6, toi moi hon 10 tuoi, khong biét gi
vé thoi thé chung quanh, van vui choi véi nhimg dira ban mic quan dui, 40 ngan tay, mé
mut kem dén noi ngu mo cing thay minh ngdm que kem, chay ca nudc mleng ra miéng.
Nhiing tuédng rang doi song ctr thé ma troi, ‘nhung mot ngay kia, vira di hoc vé, chan sao
nhay tung ting, bong thy me t6i dimg & cong nha, chd t6i. Me toi nhin t6i v6i cdp mat
lanh ling, ndi ngan gon:

— Con di dang nay vo1 me.

T6i nam tay me di ma khong biét 1a di dau. Me t6i dan t6i di ra cac phd dé thiy céac
duong phé c6 canh tuong la lting, chua hé thiy. Nguoi ta 6n a0, x6 dung v6i nhimg
ngudi mua, ké ban trén mat hé dudng. Ngudi ta ban tong ban thao du thir. Pong hd dung,
déng ho ban, ghé, ban, léng chim, quén a0, chai lo, tranh anh, sach vé. Nguoi thi the thé
v6i 101 tra gia, ngudi 6n ton moi chdo. “Ba mua di, cai nay 1a cua gia bao nha toi do,
nhiing may doi” “Ong mua giup toi nhé, cai nay quy lém” van van. Trude cip mat mo to
cua to1, nguoi thi mdc 4o dai néu, nguoi ao canh, dung ngdi 16n nhon. Co nguoi khé né
6m 6m, xach xach, kéo 1& d6 mdi mua dugc vé nha. Ké ban xong dugc thi phui dit ding
day, vira tho dai vira mung. Nhung c6 mot diéu ai ciing giéng ai 13 khudén mit moi ngudi
déu mang mot ve uu tu, tram uat, khong thiy c6 mot nu cudi nao tuoi nd, ngay ca nhing
c6 thiéu nir trong chiéc 4o dai trinh trong, thuong ngay vui tuoi, hon ho, ma nay ciling
dam chi€u nhu céc cu gia. May thing bé trac tudi t6i, van chay nhay nhén nhdo ma nay
cling ngo ngac, x6 tay tui quan, dig nhin moi sinh hoat chdn ron kia nhu nhin ngudi ctia
thé gidi khac.

Hai me con di mai dén moi chan méi tro Vé nha. Toi thdy me t6i hét th dai, lai tho ngan.
ROi me t6i ra Iénh: “Cac con g01 ghém quan a0 lai, bo vao bi, cai nao con tt thi mang
theo, cai nao cii roi thi vat lai.” Ca nha toi cuong qu1t luc tung hét giuong, tu, cai nay vat
lai, cai nay mang di. May anh chi t61 khong ai n6i v6i ai mot 161 vi biét rang day 1a viéc
rat quan trong, chua hé xay ra, chi ram rap 1am theo 15i me bao.

Mot budi sang lanh, me t6i danh thirc chung toi ddy va hap tap leo 1én mot chiée xe nha
binh dau trudc ctra. Gia tai chiing t61 mang theo chi 1a hai cai hom go6. Cung vo1 mot s6
gia dinh gan bén, chung t61 dugc chd téi “cang con coc”, 1a mot noi tap trung tam dudi
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nhung cai 1éu nha binh khong 16 mau xanh, day, chtra dugc vai chyc gia dinh. (Goi la

“cang con coc” vi co 4 cai tugng con coc ngodi chom hém, chia miéng vao trong, phun
nudc vao mot cai hé can.) Mbi gia dinh, tuy theo s6 ngudi ma nhan nhirng chiéc ghe b
xép ctia nha binh va chan, man. M01 ngay chung t6i dugc phat d6 an hai 1an. Chiéu chiéu,
may phong thanh dit tai bdn goc “cang” phd bién tin tirc va phat bai “Sang trang sang ca
vuon ché... anh chua thi d, thi chua dong phong” do ca si Xuan Son hat. Toi nhé & day,
nhiéu ba me van con mic 4o ti than, cot chéo hai cai ta trude thanh cai nat to dung. Co
mot ba gai khoang 5, 6 cai khan mat vao cap quﬁn Mai 1§n xi miii, ba lai rat ra mdt cai,
dua Ién mui hi hi mot lac r0i lai dit cai khan dy vao cap quan tré lai. Sang hom sau, ba
mang ra voi nuoc, giat tat ca roi nhét thanh hang ngang trén cap quan. Gan cho t6i nam,
c6 ong hay hut thudc 1ao xong xoc. Mdi 1an hut xong, 13 dng lan dung ra, nam thang
cang.

0 déy duogc vai ngay, chiing toi lai phai di chuyén vé “cang xi mang”, mot noi tap trung
16n gap nhiéu lan ¢ ‘cang con coc”. O day dugc an nhiéu hon, nhung lai gap tro ngai la vi
& gan nha may san xuat Xi mang nén bui xi mang luc nao ciing nghet ca khong gian. Mii
chung t6i luc nao ciing trang x6a. Lic d6 1 tré chung toi chang biét hiém hoa cta bui xi
mang khi vao phé)i thi 1am sao, ma chi ham vui, thich ding ngam mot cai cau “rat”, gan
nha may, khi c6 tau 16n di ngang, thi chlec cAu tlr tir nGt ra & gitra, roi tir tir mé 1én cao,
cho tau di qua xong thi lai tir tir gap xudng.

ROi budi sang ay cling dén. T6i nhé mai mai 13 mot ngdy cubi nam. Trdi lanh cong. May
phong thanh kéu goi moi nguoi thire ddy, mang hét hanh 1y 1én xe, ra bén tu. Chung toi
lan luot leo 1én xe, tuong d6i gon gang, nhung ciing c6 nhiéu nguoi lai mang theo nhiing
b6 chiéu dai, c6 1€ so' mién Nam khong co chiéu! Ba cu ma hay glat day khan mat vao
giai lung quén, cling c6 mit. Lan nay, ba kh¢ né bung mot cai rd to day, chat nang nhiing
thir linh kinh gi do, ma dén khi 1én tau, bi budc phai vat lai, ba khoc nic né: “Gié Ma lay
Chua t6i! Gié Ma lay Chua t6i!”

T6i bén tau, moi ngudi phai sap hang di theo nhiing cai coc ching gidy, va lan lugt moi
ngudi phai vach bung ra cho mot ngudi cAm binh xit thuée DDT vao bung tring xoa, dé
diét chéy ran. Di hét hang xit thudc, thi 1én tau “ha mdm” 1a chiée tau d6 bd nén khong c6
phong 6c¢ gi, chi 1a mot khoang san tréng cho ngudi di cu ndm ngdi tim lum. Khong co
phong vé sinh, chi c6 may cai khung st han dinh vao hai bén suon tdu & trén cao, ngdi
trong cai khung sit 4y ma tha “bom” xubng bién! i khoang ntra ngy ra t6i tau 16n nhu
mdt cai thanh phd ¢6 nhiéu ting. Tir tau “hd mOm”, moi ngudi phai leo 1én cau tau 1a mot
c4i cAu treo rat cao bac tudt t6i boong tiu. Pén dau ciu thang, timg ngudi mot duoc phat
mdt cai khan mat, mdt hop keo x6—cd—la, mdt cai ban chai danh rang, mot hop kem danh
rang, loai hop tron, md ra, dung ban chai cha cha vao 16p bot cimg bén trong. Me t61 161
timg dira vao phong, chlem may cai giuong tang lién nhau. T6i hao hing leo 1én tang cao
nhat ma khong biét rang, khi tau chay, toi say song, non thbc thao xubng day mat nguoi
nam dudi! Vi tinh to mo, sau khi ca nha an vi, t61 chay lung tung, Ién khoang nay, xudng
khoang kia, c6 1& dén 7, 8 ting, r0i lai chay 1én boong, ngd ngudi ngdi nam la liét. Didu
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budn cudi nhét 1a viée di vé sinh. Phong v¢ sinh & trén tau 1a mot day ban cau tréng
huyéch hoac, khong ¢ ctra. Moi ngudi déu quen ngdi kiéu nude lut, nén khi di vé sinh,
ctr leo 1én ngdi chom hém bén trén, phoi hét d6 1ong ra. My anh linh thily M¥ cudi bo
lan rdi kéo timg ngudi ngdi bét xudng ban cau. Nhiéu cy gia khong chiu, vi vira x4u ho,
vira dot nat, nén cu cdi um xam, ma linh My dé tinh, khong cii lai.

Dén bita 4n, thi xép hang di lanh com, tao, banh mi.. . May cu ba gbc qué thy trai tao thi
chang biét 1a cai gi, cur trd mit ra ma xam xoi. Con nhimg 6ng tham &n, vo vet cho day
khay, nhét vao ddy bung dé lac say song thi tra lai san tau, nho nhép kinh khing. Tau
chay chimng 3, 4 ngay thi t6i bén Sai Gon. Khi tAu ngimg va nghe tiéng nguoi la 6 um
xum, to1 chay 1én boong dé théy mot khung canh that la. La nhét 1a canh ban do an, trai
ciy tir dudi song 1én tau. Nhitng chiéc thuyén con kep sat thanh tau, gio cao nhiing ciy
gay that dai 1én t6i boong, trén dau gy 1a cai 1o nho, trong d6 dung trai cay, banh, keo.
Ai & trén boong mudn mua, thi ¢t viéc bdc dd ra rdi bo tién vao trong do, khong mac ca
gi hét. Nguoi ¢ dudi tir tir rat cai ro xudng, nhit tién ra roi lai bo d vao trong roi ddy cay
1én...

Tau ngirg mot thoi gian roi tha thang xubng cho moi nguoi 1én bo. Gia dinh ching t6i
xubng sau hét de tim ngudi quen den don: ong anh ré clia toi, da di theo S¢ vao Nam
trude ca thang roi. Khi ching t6i xudng dén bén, thi thiy trén bd ¢ gidng mot cai biéu
ngir mau vang dai ca chuc thudce, dé chir: “Han hoan don chao ngudi di cu thtr 1 tridu!”.
Duéi cai biéu ngit 1a mot diy hai, ba céi ban, trén d6, chat déng day tién méi. Ctr mdi dau
ngudi di qua, thi duge dwa cho 800 dong! MAy nhan vién 1am viéc cho Tong Cudc Di Cu
hoi d6, ctr bdc tién ra ma dua, chang hoi tén tudi gi! (Vi khong dém tién, khong dém
nguoi, khong ho so tong két, mot sb vién chirc 1am cho Tong Cudc Di Cu sau d6 thanh
triéu phu!) Sau khi lanh tién, thi c6 loa goi, hoi ai mudn vé cac trai dinh cu thi xép hang,
1én xe nha binh, ché vé chd dinh cu, ¢ thé 1a HS Nai, Gia Kiém, X6m Méi, Bui Mén,
hay di xa hon nira, to1 tan Rach Gia, Ha Tién. Vi da s6 dan di cu 1a Cong Gido nén c6 cac
linh myc ding don, dua vé timg ving thich hop voi dia phuong cii cia minh ¢ Bic. Con
chung toi, c6 6ng anh ré dén don, nén di riéng vé khu tam cu Binh Dong gan Khu Cau
Sat, Khanh Hoi, noi danh riéng cho céng chirc mién Bic di cu. Khu tam cu nay von 1a
nhirng nha kho khong 16, duoc ngan ra timg phong bang véch tre dan, cho mdi gia dinh
mot ngdn, cho nén néu c6 mot nguoi “xi hoi” la ca day nha déu ngui chung! Nhiing tiéng
xi xam déu nghe duoc, thi tleng noi to, tleng cai nhau ctr nhu 1a tir loa phéng thanh, lam
diéc tai L con nit ching t61. bPé tron tiéng On, 1 con nit chiing t6i phai chay ca nhong ¢
bén ngoai sudt ngay cho dén khi vé dn com, hoic ngt. T6i nhé c6 miy dira nhoc mat day
ct chay theo céac c6 bé cot toc sau lung ma hat: “Bui t6 ct hanh, lam anh thién ha!” r6i
ching xo lai, ndm céi ct hanh d6 ma giat!

Chung t6i chi & tam d6 ¢6 mot thang, roi me toi kéo chiing t6i vé thué mot phong sau &

khu Vuon Lai, khu Nam Ky Quéc. O ddy, me toi bat dau 1am nguoi budn ganh, ban

bung. Ba bt chi em toi day tir 2,3 gio sang, ngdi dudi dat, phy véi ba goi banh nép, mot

loai nhu banh 0, nhan dau xanh, khong c6 dudng, nhung to ngang bang cai banh gio.
Page 3 of 6



May me con ngdi quanh cai bép cui, ruc ltra, cam cui cat 14, d6 bot, tron nhan, goi lai
bang day lat, roi tha trong cai noi to kénh... Dén sang, ba lui hui bung cai met dung banh
ra ngoi trude ctira nha, moi “ong di qua, ba di lai” mua banh...

O khu Vuon Lai ndy, t6i ¢6 nhiéu ky niém. Trude hét, 13 ¢6 bé hang x6m c6 cip mét to
hon hot nhin rat quy hai chi t6i. Dén mot dip nao do, c6 bé 1am thiép gui ting cho ca ba
chi em t61, nhung gui 10n cai thiép dang I€ cho chi t61 lai dua cho t6i. M0 ra, thdy dong
tho nho, t61 lang nguo1 ludn: “Gui ai mot dia mudi ging. Gimg cay, mudi min, xin dimg
quén nhau!” Thang bé 11 tudi chdi véi, dem khoe véi chi toi, chi giat 1ay va dua cho to1
t& khac: “Chuc em trai manh khoe!” Thé 1a cut hing! Thoi do, con ky thi Nam Bic cuc
ky ludn. Mot hom, thang con trai ba cha nha, 16n hon t61 vai tudi, tuéng mat day, du con,
hot hai chay vé xom, tung tin vit: “Ba con oi. Méi 1i, canh sét bit duoc mot cai xich 10,
chd day dau 1au con nit! Canh sat noi 1a cia dan Bac ky di cu d6!” Ma né phai bop tai n,
n6 moi chiu im. Thang nay 1a vua ky thi. C6 1an n6 d¢ t6i xudng dat, beo tai toi gan dut,
bat t6i phai tra 15i 1a c6 phai “Bac ky di cu an ca g6 khong?” To6i nhat dinh khong tra 10i.
N6 hanh t6i mot luc dén dau diéng réi méi chiu budng.

Cuing tai mot 16p hoc Vuon Lai, t6i va hai chi cung hoc 16p Nhét. Thay gido 1a mot ong
gia kho chiu, ghét dan di cu. Ong hay dung thudc ke g dau t6i ma ngan nga, nhai tiéng
Bic cua toi: “Thing nay lu..o..1.. qual” Mot hom, ong 161 t61 1€n trudc bang, quat vao dit
t61 may roi, vi t61 viét sai cdu tinh ma ong doc. Toi viét “Co t6i cho giai 10 dong, lay lai 5
ddng, hoi con may ddng?” thay vi viét “c toi cho vay...”, vi cai giong khe kheé cua 6ng
doc chir “vay”, to61 nghe ra chir “giai”! Ong quét toi dau dleng, vira quit vira quat: “Thang
Bic Ky nay diét bay qua. Tao uynh cho may chira!”

Me t6i thay toi hay bi danh oan, ba dua t6i di hoc truong khéc, t6i khéng nhé 1a trudng gi
vi chi 1a mot can nha nhé, mat du’(‘mg, c6 hai, ba 16p gi d6, ngoai cira dé bang: “Truong
Tiéu Hoc...” Tudng thoat vo dua, ai dé gap vo dura. Truong nay cung ky thi t6i da. Mot
hom, 1ii hoc cung 16p véi toi, hé nhau nam co t61, ném xudng cai giéng can trong san
truong. To1 khoc la vang troi. Ong Thay nghe tiéng la, chay ra, thay to1 vung vay dudi
giéng, bén ra 1énh cho 1i nhoc kia tha diy xudng cho t6i leo 1én. V& nha, mach me, me toi
gian qua, xach nach t6i, 161 dén truong, chi tay vao 6ng Thay ma hét 1én: “Thay day hoc
tro cua thay nhu thé ha? Thay day lam sao ma chung n6 ném con t61 Xuong giéng ha?”
Ong Thay dung yén, khong tra 16i. Me t6i la mot hoi cho xep con gian roi 161 toi v&,
khong cho di hoc nira.

Sau do, ba lai 1an mo thué dugc mot cin nha san & duong Nguyén Tri Phuong, Khanh
Hoi, gan nha thuong Khanh Hoi. Nha dung trén déng sinh lay quanh nam, duong di trude
nha 13 nhitng cay cau gd op ¢p. Dudi chan cau, chudt cong to dung chay qua chay lai an
rac va nhiimg thir phong u€ do con nguoi thai xuong D61 khi chugt bam theo nhiing cay
cot leo 1én nha. Mot hom, t6i hét hon nhay lui, vi thay mat cai dudi chudt tho ra trén néc
chan. Chj t6i nhanh 1am, chup lay con dao 1am bép, gai bén vach, chap “Phup!” mot cai,
dut dudi con chudt. N6 phong tir ndc chan ra, bay xudng dat, réi nhao vao cau tiéu, bién
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mat tim. Hinh anh ci dudi chudt nhé mau trén géc chan 1am t6i mé may dém. Chi toi lay
que ctii khéu cai dudi chudt d6 méau ra, roi cling hat vao cau tiéu. Nha cau ¢ day chi 1a
mdt cai khung che 3 mat, phia ctra 1 tAm vai che, bén dudi 1a mot ci 15, dé tha bom
Xuéng sinh. Vi 1 sinh nh#o, khi nao nuéc triéu 1én thi thanh rach nho, khi nuée triéu
Xuéng, thi sinh 19 ra v&i du thir rac thai, hoi kinh khung.

Diéu ma t6i nhé nhat & khu Khanh Hoi nay 1a Tét, cai Tét Di Cu dau tién trén manh dat
mién Nam. Vui that 13 vui. Ca x6m thi nhau udng ruou. Trudc cira nha ndo ciing vang
tiéng “D6! Dd! May oi!” Khong phai chi “do” véi phe nam, ma phe nir cting “d6” khong
kem. Cac ba cung ly cach cach. Phe dan ong thi 6 tran, quan xa lon, mot tay cam ly ruou,
tay kia tho xu6ng dudi, gai gai, roi lai tho tay béc mot miéng thit ga cho vao mom, nubt

“wc” mot tiéng nghe rd to. Ruou vao thi 101 ra. “DPu Ma no! Thang Stru! May nhéc nhu
sén! D6 thém mot mleng nta, may!”, “Ma no chur! Con Huong cubi x6m sao méi nirt mat
ma du by nhu céi t6!” Rdi tleng cuol amfi, tleng v vai ddm dop. C6 Tu ban vai cach nha
t61 3 can, noi oang oang: “Thang méc dich! May tinh chuoc rugu cho tao say roi may lam
au ha?” Ca xom cuoi ran ran. Roi giong chi Sau sira gidy dm om “Do! Do! Chi Tu! No
ma 1am 4u chi Tu, chi cho tui hay, tui bé ring no!”. Cit thé ma tiéng cudi, tiéng cung ly
khong dit, mai cho toi nira dém roi tan dan.

T61 cing nhé mai mot kiéu d6t phao that la. Cha Bay sua xe, 0 tran, bé ra gitra x6m mot
cai dudi dan phao rat 1on bang dong (h01 do6 t6i khong biét 1a dan dai bac 15 5ly). Chu db
vao d6 mot nam chit gi tring trang, r0i d6 nudc vao, lic lic, xong dé ngay ngan giira hai
hang gach thé. Roi chii la 16n: “Tui bay! Tranh ra! Tranh ra!” Lii con nit chung t6i voi va
1ti lai sau. Chu 1ay hop quet ra cham vao mot bi gidy cudn dai nhu cai que, cham vao dit
cua cai vo dan phdo... dot nhién mdt tiéng nd “dung” that 1om, 1am cai vé dan giat lui,
phia dau kia phun ra mot cuc lira chay véo mot cai. Thé 14 ca ngudi 10n, con nit vo tay ran
ran.

Tiéng phao dai bac ctia chti Bay 13n vao nhitng trang phéo dai, phao con, phao tép lam ca
khong gian khu Khanh Hoi bung 1én ryuc 13, soi sang cac song “bau, cua, cd, cop” ma bon
con nit chung t6i thém qua, ma khong co tién, nén chi biét chui 1on vao gitra may nguoi
choi bau cua d6 ma xem, ri vd tay khi c6 ngudi ndo trang 3 con! Riéng nha t6i, dan di
cu méi dén, lam gico tién ma tham gia “bau, cua, ca, cop”’. Mg to1 khong co tién mung
tudi cho t6i, chi nAu mot ndi x6i, va ludc mot con ga! Thé 1a sang qua chung. Lan dau
tién toi duoc me cho nguyén mot cai dui ga, can vao tuéng nhu 18n tién.

Chung t6i & khu Khanh Hoi nay khong biét bao lau, nhung t6i da anh huong ciia khong
khi du dang cta dan tir xr & day. Nhitng ngay ¢ khu Khanh Hoi nay, t6i méi biét dan
mién Nam di don. Con b¢ chung 14 tudi ¢ trude nha toi, gy nhu bd xuong cach tri, ma
thinh thoang bi b quat bang nhiing thanh cui to, keéu khoc vang troi. Mot hom, khong
b1et vi toi 18i gi ma bd nd 16i ra trudc cira, 16t truong con bé ra, roi ctr thé ma giang cui
xudng lung nd. Mot luc thi con bé bét tinh, nam cong queo trudc ctra nha va ciing 1a
trude cai khung nudi 2 con heo nho, tran trudng. Me t6i thy vay, voi mang tim chin
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chay qua, ddp cho con bé, roi hach hoi ong bb: Ong ac qua ma! Sao lai danh né ma con
16t quan 40 no nira?” Ong b gin giong: “Ba biét gi! dia nha ba di!” Sau do, mot thoi
gian, khong thiy con bé dau. Nghe noi nd xau hd di bo nha di bui doi rdi. Chuyén danh
16n & khu Khanh Hoi nay 1a chuyén thudng ngdy. Vo chong danh nhau, bd bich danh
nhau, hang x6m danh nhau d6 mau... La ling la khong ai can thiép, chi kéo nhau dimng
nhin. Téi nhd c6 mot 1an, ong chong dii dau vo vao lu nudce, roi lay roi quat vao dit vo.
Chi vg kéu “ong oc” mét luc, dng chong moi tim toc, nhac du ra. Chi vo vira duoc thd,
lién cat miéng churi lién: “Dy Ma! Thang khon...” Chua noi hét cau, lai bi chong tam toc
dim xubng.

T6i & day khoang mot ndm troi gi d6 ma cling bi anh huong! Theo chan mot s6 dan anh,
16n hon t6i 6, 7 tudi, tung chan di khip cac xom ngheo toan diém, di, du con, bang dang...
ma choi du trd nguy hiém nhu ban nhau bang sung cao su, ban dan bang sét, chay mau 1a
thuong. Me t6i thy toi dan dan bi anh hudng du dang nén kho day hon, lién kéo chung
t61 vé khu Vuon Xoai Truong Minh Giang.

Ta1 giai doan nay 1a cham dut cudce di cu cua gia dinh ching t6i. Tai day, cadc anh chi em
toi1 da cap cap di hoc va bat dau mét cudc doi maéi tai mién Nam “dat lanh, chim dau”, dé
hoa nhép vdi doi song Nam Ky, an hot vit 10n, gid song, mam chua, va ha tiéu.

Doi séng ctr thé ma troi di. Pén nay, nhin lai ngdy di cu nim dy da xuyt xoat 70 nam!
Nhiing cai Tét sau d6 thi kham kha hon. Me t6i li xi cho mdi dira mot déng. Nhé lai hoi
ay, thay thoi gian tréi nhanh qua! Nhu Cao Ba Quat da viét: “Nhan sinh thién dia gian
nhat nghich lit. C6 bao 13m ba van sau nghin ngdy. Nhu thoi dua, nhu bong s, nhu gang
tay...”

Chu Tit Tién
2024
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