Khao Luan
Cha bé: bom & cu(f)i’
Tac gida: Nha tho Tran Quoc Bdo

BOM VA cUOI TRONG CON NGUOI VIET NAM

/<

Théng Bom

Trong cd tich Viét Nam, c6 hai cau chuyén that di dom dac séc, lai mang biéu tuong vé
ban tinh dic thu ciia ngudi Viét minh. Do 1a Chuyén Thing Bom va Chuyén Thdang
Cugi.

I. Biéu tuong Thing Bom

Thing Bom: dién hinh cho 6c thyc té, cho su hién lanh chét phac cia ngudi dan qué.
Moi sinh hoat léy nong thon lam géc, moi udc vong léy no bung lam dau. Hanh phuc that
cua doi nguoi la sy an binh nhan ha, com no 4o 4m “Nam khénh dn no, Quat mo phi
phach”. Chang cau mong hdo huyén, khong ham mudn vién vong. Ban chat thuan phéc,
thiét thuc chin chén, tinh tinh mdc mac don so, thich an hoa va “hwéng nhan”, nhung lai
¢ v chi kién tri sit d4, nhan nai va bén long.

Chuyén Thang Bom chira dung mot triét 1y nhan ban thuc tién. Biéu 16 mot nhan sinh
quan an nhién ty tai cua nguoi Vi¢t. Chinh do 1a chu dao dan tdc trong viéc dung nudc va
gilt nude. Chuyén chi von ven 10 cau tho luc bat ma goi tron mot quan ni¢m song co
nhan:

“Thang Bom ¢6 cdi quat mo

Phu 6ng xin doi ba bo, chin trdu

Bom rang: Bom chang ldy trdu

Phii 6ng xin doi ao sdu cd mé

Bom rang: Bom chang ldy mé

Phii 6ng xin déi mét bé gé lim

Bom rang: Bom chang ldy lim

Phii 6ng xin doi con chim déi moi

Bom rang: Bom chdng ldy moi

Phii ong xin do6i nam xéi — Bom cwoi!” —(Tuc ngir Phong dao—Nguyén Vin Ngoc)
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Bom c6 cai quat mo, dé lac mua che dau, lic nang noi kiém goc cay ngdi thoai mai quat
mat. D61 gi nd cling khong chiu; tir choi ba bo chin trau, ao sdu cd me; bé go lim, chim
do1 moi. Nhung khi phu dng ga d61 nam x061 thi n6 toét miéng ra cuoi!

Cuoi 1a khoai, hét chd ché rdi! Chua rd Bom thuén hay khong, nhung ddi chac vay 13 hop
1y, chdc an nhu bap. Chur cai quat mo ma dem trau bo, ao ca... ra nhur thi su vo 1y, chénh
1&ch hién ra qua ro.

Bom hién lanh cht phac, nhung khong ngu dén ndi khong hiéu sy viée d6. Biét ching
dau chi 1a Itra d6i. Ma noi cho cung, cudc doi chac gia nhu thyc, thi Bom van khudec tur,
vi dai gi bd céi hanh phuc an nhan (quat mo), chuoc lay céi ba lgi danh, cho hao tam mét
tri.

Pht Ong dem trau, bo, ao ca, chim moi ra nhir Bom, khac gi:

“Mui phu quy nhuw lang xa ma,
Ba vinh hoa lvva ga cong khanh...” ~(Cung O4n ngam khic)

Bom khéng ciu xa ma, chang mang cong danh, nén tir chdi cude sébng phu hoa, ay la e tu
nhién. Suy tu va Gng xtr cht phac cia Bom ndo khac gi tu tuong ciia cac nha triét hoc
Tay phuong: Vanitas vanitatum, et omnia vanitas (Vanité des vanités, tout n'est que
vanité.) “Phu hoa ndi tiép phu hoa. Roi ra tat ca chi 1a phu van”.

Con nhu nam x6i dap tng dung nhu cau thiét thuc, gal dung chd ngira ciia Bom nén no6
chiu. Hanh phuc that cua doi song con ngudi, don gian 13 an nhan va no am. Cho nén
“quat mo” va “nam x0i” ¢ gia tri trong dwong véi nhau.

Suy rdng ra, “quat mo” cua Bom, chinh 1a “chir nhan”, mot triét 1y song cao dep cua dan
toc Viét Nam ta. Trong van chuong binh dan c¢6 rat nhiéu cau Ca dao néi dén chir “Nhan”
nhu:

— Nhat cao la nai Tan Vién — Thanh nhan vo su 1a tién trén doti;
— Chang tham ruong ca nha cao — Chi mong cudc song lam sao an nhan;
— Cau chi tién van, bac ngan — Chi cau mong dugc chir nhan ma thoi.

“Huoéng nhan” 1a wéc mo tuyét dinh, 13 lac thi trén doi khong gi sanh bang, duoc nhic
dén trong nhiéu tac pham Ién cua Van hoc Vi¢t Nam, nhu:

“Mot ngay trong thu thanh nhan
May tram, muén canh nhan hoan do sao...” —(Bich Céu ky ngd)

“Ldy gié mdt trang thanh két nghia
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Muwon hoa dam duoc tué lam duyén
Thoat tran mot got thién nhién
Cdi thdn ngoai vdt la tién trong doi...” —(Cung o4n ngim khiic)

“Cong danh phu quy mang chi
Cho bang thong tha mdc khi vui long!...”” —(Luc Véan TIén)

“Chit Nhan dang gia muén chung...”” —(Nguyén Céong Tri)
“Thanh nhan ay at la tién khach...” ~(Nguyén Binh Khiém)

“Poan tong nhdt sinh, duy hitu tiu.
Tran tw bach ke, bat nhw nhan...” —(Cao Ba Quat)

Vay thi “cai Nhan” da 1a “Pao Séng” ctia c6 nhan ta, va boi vi: “co thuc méi vuc duoc
Dao” cho nén ta khong ngac nhién néu Bom nhan “niam x6i”. Doi quat mo léy nam xoi,
1a nghia den, tuong hinh héa su viéc ma thoi. Con vé dudng tu tudng thi “ci nhan” van &
nguyén ven trong tim tri Bom, nhu Nguyén cong Trir da luan:

— Tr1 nhan tién nhan, dai nhan, ha thoi1 nhan.

Cai tai tinh ctia cau chuyén 1a két luan: “Bom cwoi.” khong gat dau, chang tra 101, chi
cuo1i, vay thoi! Ai cling hi€éu n6 nghi gi, muon gi. Oi! Bom cudi, 1a chinh hiéu Viét Nam
161, con chéch dang nao nira.

Ngay xua ong Nguyén Vin Vinh (1882—1936) viét trong Dong Duong Tap Chi (sé 22)
béo rang ngudi Viét minh c6 mot théi la 13 hay cuoi, thé nao cling cudi, gi cling cuoi!
That diing qua vay. Du cudi man nguyén, cudi triét Iy hay cudi ngd nghé, thi thang Bom
van tugng trung cho nhiing dire tinh tot ctia con ngudi Viét Nam. Phan con lai 14 nhiing
tinh x4u no nhuong cho Cudi, mot thﬁng hoan toan dbi nghich vo1 Bom.

II. Biéu twong Thang Cudi

Thang Cudi la biéu tugng ctia su khodc lac, noi doi, danh Itra, tinh nghich 14au linh, ranh
manh, khon vat. Ngan ay thoi xau ma dem gan song cho con nguoi Viét nam, toi e co vi
s€ ndi sung.

Nhung xin hdy binh tdm ma nhin vao sy that. Néu vil try, van vat dugc tao dung bai hai
nguyén ly dong dbi, 4m va duong; con nguoi la giao diém cia hai thai cyc tot va xau, thi
dan toc minh c6 Thang Bom, it phai c6 Thang Cudi. Chang gi qué dang! Chang co gi xtic
pham t6i long 4i qubc hodc ty ai dan toc cua Con Tién Chau Rong ca.
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Trong bo “Vigt Nam Str Lwgc”, st gia Tran Trong Kim c6 nhan xét nhu sau: “vé dang tri
tué va tinh tinh, thi nguoi Viét Nam co ca tinh 16t va cdc tinh xdu. Pai khdi thi trl tué
minh man, hoc chéng hiéu, khéo tay chan, nhiéu nguoi sang da, nhé lau, lai c6 tinh hiéu
hoc. Trong su hoc thue, qui sy lé phép, mén diéu dao dirc; lcfy s nhén, 1é nghia, tri, tin
lam 5 dao thuong cho sw an o. Tuy vdy van hay cé tinh tinh vit, ciing co khi quy quyét va
hay bai bdc ché nhao. Thuong thi hay nhiit nhat hay khiép so va muon sw hoa binh,
nhung ma da di trgn mgc thi ciing co can dam, biét giir ky ludt. Tam dia thi nong néi, hay
lam liéu khéng kién nhan, hay khoe khoang, va wa trwo’ng hoang bé ngoai, hiéu danh
vong, thich choi boi, mé co bac. Hay tin ma, tin quy sung sy 1é bdi, nhung ma van khéng
nhiét tinh tén gido nao cd. Kiéu ngao va hay néi khodc, nhung cé long nhdn, biét thirong
ngu’0"i va hay nho on.” —(nguyén vin, Quyén 1 trang 6 va 7)

Lai trong by sach phé binh van hoc: “Nha Van hién dai”, ong Vi Ngoc Phan cling viét
mot cau thang thung nhu sau: “76i thdy cdi cdu nay cua nguoi Tau binh pham nguoi Viét
Nam ta thdt dung qua chung: nguoi bé nho ma lai hay dai ngon!” —(nguyén vin, tip 3 trang 533)

Dau hai vi hoc gia kha kinh trén da ca quyét 12 ngudi minh co tat hay néi phét. Toi cing
khong vo diia ca nam ma rang mdi ngudi Viét cé mot Thang Cudi, nhung t6i doan chic
su doi tra d3 dn ré sdu vao moi sinh hoat ctia x3 hoi ta, xin dan chirng nhu sau:

a) Cudi trong ngdn ngir: Vi du, goi cha me 1a thiy, ciu mg. Con cai c¢6 tén tudi dang
hoang lai kéu 1a Cu 16n, Cu nho, théng Cho, Ti Téo, con Him, di Lén, di Nho.... O trong
thon xi: 6ng Ba, ba Bay, toan 1a tén Cudi hét ca — Chét thi noi mat (chame mat som), ché
ma nhu khen (rd khéo chira! Dep mat chira?). Khen lai nhu ché (thang Cu trong dé ghet
chua!), v.v. danh rang c¢6 nhiing 1y do tao ra tir ngit, nhung pham den noéi trang, c6 noi
khong. Vay 1a Cudi rdi! Co khi ta n6i quen miéng, nghe quen tai, doi nay qua doi khac
ma khong dé ¥ t6i cai coi r& “ngdn tir Cudi bam sinh” day thoi!

b) Cudi trong phong tuc: Vi du nhitng cau chuc tung rit mot diéu quéa dang. (Vi du: Van
tué, muén nam, van sy nhu ¥...). Cau chui raa cling vay, cho an cai nay, cua no. Co6 that
vay khong? DPén sy mdi moc: “Moi cac cu xoi com!” Moi doi moi chudt theo thoéi quen,
chlr cdc cu ma xo1 that thi nha chau nhin doéi sao?, v.v. Viéc giao té trong xa hoi ta, cudi
nhiéu 1am. Ngudi tng cling nhu nguoi dap déu hiéu 1a cudi, nhung d6i bén lay cai tim
thanh ma d6i dai v6i nhau. Hoa nén cudi ma tao duoc nép séng dao 1y, c6 1€ gido, cuong
thudng, ton ti trat ty va co tinh yéu thuong dam tham.

¢) Cudi trong lich sir: Toi xin kinh can nghiéng minh trudc nhiing biéu tuong thiéng
liéng cua lich str: Con Réng Chau Tién, Ba Me Au Co tram tring, ma khong goi do 1a
cudi. Nhung t6i ghi nhan rang trong toan bo St Viét, cr mdi 1an ta danh thang quan Tau,
thi lién d6, triéu dinh lai sai st qua triéu cong than phyc, 12 ¥ 1am sao? Cong that hay
cong cudi? Chu y 1a: Ong thang may, nhung may 1a nudc 16n, nén chi “xi c6 hén” cho
may cai nga voi dé thua, ma ha da, ding sang quay nhiu nira! Chang qua 13 kiéu ngoai
giao cudi dé muu hoa binh ma thoi.
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Pén nhiing chuyén cudi vi dai, dugc coi la quéc ké muu luoc, nao viée ga Huyén Tran
cho Ché Man d6i ldy Chau O, Chau Ri sau Tran Khiac Chung lai qua Chiém Thanh dua
Huyén Tran tré vé. Nao 6ng Lé Lai gia lam vua Lé Loi dé ciru Chaa. Cau bé 10 tudi gia
1am Hoang Dé Canh Thinh. Ong Pham Céng Ty hoa trang thanh vua Quang Trung sang
Tau triéu bai vua Can Long. (“Tw hdo la nguwoi Viét Nam”, ciia Cao Thé Dung, trang 198)

Té6i day, tuong da du dé xac dinh sy hién dién va tim quan trong cuia thang Cudi trong
con nguoi Viét Nam. Qua thyc Cudi c6 mot gia tri doc dao, va c6 kha nang dic dung vo
cung can thiét vé giao te Trong “Ton Tu Binh Phap” cua Trung Hoa cO nguyén mot
“Thién Hu Thuc” day vé dic tinh Cudi. Trong “Binh thu Yéu lugc” cua Hung Pao
Vuong Tran Qudc Tuan ciing c6 téi ba chuong: Chién luge — Hu Thuc — Muu Tri.

Cuoi that ximg dang ngang hang v&i Bom, néu khong noi 1a né ndi tiéng hon.
Gidi oan cho Cudi:

“Bdc thang Ién dén cung mdy

Hoi sao Cudi phdi dp cdy ca doi?

Cudi nghe thay héi Cudi cuoi

BG&i hay néi doi phdi ngoi goc cdy!” (Ca dao)

Goc gac cua Cudi 1a noi dbi vi vay ma tram dau d6 dau tam, bao nhiéu tdi 15i x4u xa
nguoi ta trat hét 1én dau né. Méi day, 6ng Hoang Qudc Thanh co viét mot bai bao noi vé
Cuoi, gan ghép to1 ndé nhu Vem tuc Viét minh cdng san. That oan cho Cudi qua! (moi roi,
ong ba Hoang Quéc Thanh — tirc Nha Tho Hoang Cao Cdc — ¢é téi tham chiing téi, sau
khi thao ludn da dong ¥ téi viét vai dong, gidi oan cho Cudi).

Phai cong bang dinh cong luan toi cho Cudi. Phai 4n dinh 13n ranh néi ddi ctia nd. Vuot
qua murc 1a khong phai Cudi, khong con tinh chat Cudi nita. Cudi chi ranh manh tinh
nghich n6i déi choi choi thoi, tuyét nhién khong 1am hai ai. Chuyén Cudi noi doi Ha Ba
1én bo cho cop an thit 1a n6 co cong diét tror mot tén ac 6n dé ctru séng bay trau. Chuyén
giét trau ctia chu dai ban muc dong chang qua ciing nhu trir vao viéc chin trau sudt doi
khong cong cua nd, dén chuyén noi ddi thim 13 chi bi 10i rudt (rudt twong). Néi dbi cha 1a
thim niu com & nha chay (com chay chir khong phai 1a nha chay) dé 1a 1au ca vit danh
Itra cho chu thim bi mdt phen 1€n rudt, cuoi choi — chan tudng théng Cudi 1a nhu vay.

— Cudi khodc lac 1au linh chir khong Iuu manh, x4o tra, déu cang.

— Cu0i tinh nghich no6i déi chir khong gian xao, bip bom, v6 luan.
— Cu0i danh Itra ranh manh chir khong da man, 4c 6n, con d6 nhu cdng san.
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Nguoi Viét minh c6 té1 50% ban chat thang Cudi, d6 14 nhiing truong hop chang dang
dung, chép kinh thi phai tong quyén, phai no6i dbi, phai ranh vt khi céan, ¢ bau thi tron, ¢
6ng thi dai. O v6i But mic 4o ca sa, & vGi ma mic 4o gidy... 1a vay.

Thir hoi (thiét tinh) ngudi Viét ty nan dén My, dén Phap gia nhap qudc tich x s& dia
phuong, gio tay thé tir bo quéc tich Viét Nam, 1a thé that hay loi thé c4 tré chui 6ng‘7
Song co khuc, nguoi co luc, biét uyén chuyén, gip thoi thé thé thoi phai thé, dé tu ton tu
tién, tu 1ap. Vay Cuoi 1a gi? Phai chang la con duong tit an toan dua dan toc dén an sinh
cudng thinh. Phai chiang 1a ham hé 4n nip bom dan cua cude doi.

Thur nght thoi xa xwa bi Tau do ho, ta bén dung chir Tau bién cai thanh chit Nom ma ng
dung vao thi van. Toi khi Tay bao b ta lai ]y luon La-tinh lam qudc ngir dé van hoc
phat tr1en Gia su mot ngay mai, xong vi€e diét cong hung qudc, nguoi Viét khap noi tap
nap tré vé v6i day dp hanh 1y 13 nhitng tinh hoa ctia 5 chdu ma minh “cudi” duogc thi
tuong lai nudc Viét Nam minh s& thay d6i ruc r& biét chimng nao!

— Ta khong khuyén con chau 1am diéu ddi tra, ranh manh.
— Chung ta khong vinh danh sy khoéc lac sy noi phét.

Nhung ta diy con cai diéu chi nhan, rén luyén cai tim chi thanh dé mot mai trén dudng
doi ching gap lac phai tranh né, phai no6i doéi thi van gilr dugc long nhan va tam thanh —
do chinh 1a cai tinh than cua thang Cudi trong xa hoi ta vay.

Thing Cudi trong vin chwong

Chuyén Thang Bom chi von ven ¢6 10 cau Ca dao ghi trén, toi khong tim thiy mot tai
liéu nao khac ntra. Con Thﬁng Cudi thi trai lai ¢6 dia vi kha ai trong van dan. Trudce hét, &
tudi tho, nhi dong rat mén Cha Cudi (goi 1a Chit). Ai trong ching ta dd chang mot lan
cam dén ca chép di dung giing dung gié ma ca hat hon nhién ngay tho:

“Bong trang trang nga. Co cdy da to
Co Thang Cugi gia, om mot moi mo.” —(Nhac si Lé Thuong)

Rudc dén, an banh Trung Thu, rdi xim quanh nghe 6ng ba ké chuyén Hang Nga, chi
Cuoi.

“Ta thdy nguoi ta van néi rang

N©éi rang Thang Cudi & trong trang
Chita ai khéng chira, chita Thang Cudi
T6i gém gan cho chi & Hang.” (T Xwong)

Hang Nga la vi nit luu tuyét my, sac dep nghiéng troi 1éch dat. Cuoi la dua chan trau ¢
duéi tran gian, vo Cudi mot hdém vo v “t&” vao gdc ciy than, ciy da bat ré bay 1én troi.
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Cuoi hot hoang bo voi mot 1at cude vao goc cay co suc tri kéo xudng chang ngo cay Da
161 tuot né 1én Cung Quang. Cudi & trén do véi Hang Nga. Sudt doi, khong bao gid hon
hao bom xom voi ngudi dep. N6 kinh trong va goi ¢6 bang chi.

Cudi ludn 6m gidc mo 14 trd vé qué huong duong tran v6i vo. Chi mot didu do, thay Cudi
deé thuong qua chung ré1. Duy tat noi doi thi 1én tro1 cling khong chira dugc.

“Chu Cuoi o trén cung trang

Vi hay néi doi chi Hang dudi di

Cuoi ngéi Cuoi khoc ti ti

Muoi lam thang tam Cugi di Vvé tran.”’ (Ca dao)

Pay! Lai n6i ddi nira r6i! O tit trén cung tring, 1am sao ma di vé tran — trong giai thoai
van chuong c6 cau chuyén vui vé Cudi, mot bira HO Xuan Huong muon tién Chiéu H9,
Hb htta cho muon 5 quan sau dua chi ¢6 3. H6 Xuan Huong buc minh, muon tich Cudi
ma trach khéo rang:

“Sao néi rang ndam chi ¢é ba?

Trach nguoi qudn tu hen sai ra!

Bao gio thong tha lén choi nguyét

Nho hdi cho xin ndm ld da.” ~(Hb Xuan Huong)

Chiéu H6 om o hoa lai:

“Rdng gidn thi ndm, qui ¢6 ba

Boi nguoi thuc nit tinh khong ra

U réi thong thd 1én choi nguyét

Cho cd canh da ldn cii da.” ~(Chieu H$)

Chu thich cua Tran Trong Kim: “Ngay xua tiéu tién cé quan gidn va quan qui. Quan gidn
6 6 tién ma quan qui thi muoi tién.

Bdao rang Cudi n6i danh hon Bom, thi¢t qua khong ngoa. Bo1 vi Cudi ¢6 mot dén thd han
hoi — goi 1a “DPén Ong Cudi” — di€u do6 ndi1 Ién sy nhan cach hoda tai tinh va 6¢ hai hude
cao dd cua nguoi Viét Nam.

“Pdu lang Ngang c6 mot cho 19i
Cé dén ong Cugi cao voi voi
Pan ba dén ddy vén qucfn len
Ché thi dén hang, ché dén goi
Ong Cudi ngoi trén mim mep cuoi
Cdi gi trang trang nhuw con ciii?
Pan ba khép nép dimg lién thua
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— Con trot ho hénh, 6ng xa toi

— Thoi thoi con co toi chi ma

Lai day ong cho giong ong Cudi

Tir ddy lang Ngang dé ra nguoi

Dé ra rat nhitng thang n6i doi.” —(Nguyén Khuyén)

Bai tho Cudi ma toi thich tha nhat 1a: “Muén Lam Thang Cudi” cia Tan Pa, xung voi
Co6 Hang chi chi em em ngot x6t, rd hét giong di€u cua Thang Cudi:

“Pém thu buon lam chi Hang oi!

Trdn thé em nay chén nira roi

Cung qué da ai ngoi dé chira?

Canh da xin chi nhdc lén choi

C6 bau cé ban can chi tii

Ciing gié cling mdy thé méi vui

Réi cir méi nam ram thang Tdm

Twa nhau tréng xuong thé gian cuedi.” ~Tin Pa. Nguyén Khic Hiéu

Hing Nga la dé nhat Thién tién (Tién Nga). Nhan sic lu mo tinh td, ma thi si xin 1én cung
Nguyét chi dé ngdi tira vai nguoi dep, t6i chic 6 ong khong néi Cudi, va nhu vy tdi phuc
ong qua! Nhung t6i cang phuc ong hon nira 1a: “Tréng xudng thé gian cuoil”

— Oi! Bom cuoi, Cudi ciing cuoi! Gi ciing cuoi!!! Chi cwdi thdi, chang noi gi ca! Tan
ba qua 1a B¢ nhat thi hao Viét Nam, dang yéu biét 1a chirng nao!

Tran Quoc Bdo

Richmond, Virginia
A}
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Nguon: Internet eMail by tran quéc bdao chuyén

Pang ngay Thir Ba, September 10, 2024
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